!ﬂlm.ﬁ AND DAVID
1:5-40

4
athan's. contribu-
their solution, and you
will. a te the spiritual
greatness of the man of God.

. David's throne was safely es-
‘tablished. - His enemies were
nverpom:. The kingdom was
‘united. He had lelsure to plan,
‘hope, and dream. Why should
"he not erect a stately temple for
-his God—an architectural mas-
{terplece to glorify the One who
had delivered him ffom his ene-
‘mies? But Nathan arrived, and
-his plans were changed!

Later on, enjoying lelsure

-!murs on his rooftop., David be-
held and coveted his neighbor’s
-wife. A twofold sin followed,
-_‘aduiter}r and the murder of the
‘woman's husband. Would the
-King’s crimes go unchallenged?
‘No, . Nathan arrived and the

-monarch was called to account!

* Toward the close of David's
life his son Adonijah led a re-
volt..  Schism threatened the
kingdom. Would the -dastardly
plot succeed? No, Nathan inter-
| vened and Solomon was crown-
ed klng‘

. What sterling
soul did -this ‘am

ualities of
ng prophet’

possess that he could meet each !

r:rlsls 50" eﬂe::tiye]y"

‘In"em b;r Verse. -

2.Sam..12:1—"“The Lord sent
Nathan unto David. And he . ..
sald . ... There were two men
in one city; the one rich, and
_the other poor.” The prophet
was God's messenger to a sin-
Iul ‘king. His parable commen-
ces ‘mildly -but proves to . be
polnted- and- plercing. The use
‘of dramatlc’ stories or action
to stress important pﬂints 15

often found in the Bible (e.g

‘Kings 20:35-41; Matt. 13:3).

--Verse 2-——"The rich man had
e:medlng many flocks and
herds.. , .” Nathan emphasizes
.the vast . possessions_of David,
the “rich man” who had greal:
treasure ‘and -also numbers, of
ﬁgﬂ;s and mncubtnes (2 Sam

. Verse 3—-"Eut the poor - man
had nothing, save one little ewe
lamb, which he . bought and
nnurilhed...ltgrewup...
} .with his children . , . did-eat

L]

my wﬂe.Bathshtha.Natethetauch-

Sumlcy School I.esson

hmmt...hylnhh "iﬁu:e 13—-mvu n.l‘d untu
ﬁmmﬂmmﬁﬁmnaﬂﬂhu.lhaveﬂumd

:ht:r"]:'he
resents Uriah;-

the “tamb,~ his |

\Ferﬁe 5--“David's anger was
greatly kindled . .. he sald . ..
As the Lord liveth, the man that
hath done this thing shall surely

task well. David was infuriated.
Note (1 his ocath: (2) his im-
mediate verdict of death.

- Verse 6—"He shall restore the
lamb fourfold, because he did
this thing, and .. . had no pity.”
Such restoration was part of
Israel's legal code (Exodus 22:
1; Luke 19:8). Nathan's por-
trayal of the rich man's pitiless.
ness had found its mark in Da-
vid's normally generous heart

Verse T—"Nathan said to Da-
vid, Thou art the man. Thus
saith the Lord . . . I anointed
thee king . . . and I-delivered
thee out. of the hand of-Saul”
Nathan now thrusts the sword
of logic into the depths of Da-
vid's conscience. Intense drama
fs in the words, “Thou art the

1 God. -

sman" The King had not only
harmed a nelghboring  family;
: he had deﬁeﬂ the a.llknc-wing

verse 9 — "Wherefnre hast
thou ° despised the command-
ment of -the Lord, to doevil in.
his sight?thou hast killed Ur.tah
. « . hast taken. his wife'. . .
hast slain him with the. sward
. «-. of Ammon.” The prophet
twists the sword - which he has

consciousness. Note: the -Am-
monite may have actually kill-
ed Uriah, but the king was gull-
ty of h.is death. : The: double
crime of murder and adultery
may have seemed shrewd ‘and
successful. But actually it was
an act of rehelliﬂn against the
word of . Gmi

Verse 10—-"Now therefure the
sword shall never depart from
thine house; because thou hast
despised me .. . " David's sub-
sequent history attests the truth
of this. prophecy. ‘See, for ex-

ample, the death of his sons Am-.

die . . .” Nathan performed his |-

3]ready driven into David’s self-| .

mon and Adonijah. God will
-simply not be mocked! g
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alnst

the Lord . . . Nathan unto

David, ‘The Lord also hath put| -

away -thy sin;. thou  shalt -notj -
mc.'mvk:ﬁnmm:ﬂy&
pentant, recognizing
hlncriummactuaﬂyazaim
y
edauttuldu.ltmuuimu:dﬂu
m{]’.ev m.m-ﬂ 1'!].. :

the Alm!ght?]: seemed at stake!|
It must be cated. The baby
to be born, although not respon-
sible for David's: cﬂmes. would
]!;:t survive, nl?!.n I wreak
voc not o upon its perpe.
trators and -their victims, but
opon the Innocent as well
The Heart of the Lesson ;
Wanted: men of God today
who will walk in the footsteps
of the Prophet Nathan! -
David had a grandiose but
misdirected plan. .He would
build his God a temple. What
was Nathan's reaction? Did he
encourage the king in the.pro-
ject? No. Nathan was a man of
profound spiritual Insight. When |.
“the word of the Lord came" (2}
Sam. 7:4) to him, he understood
its meaning and faithfully re-
layed its message.to the ruler.
Solamaon, not David, would be
the temple builder. Nathan's de-
sire was to know. and declare
the will of God, not to cater to
royal whims. He would make

known' the cuunsel of God at| E

any cost. '
.Years passed. David ylelded|
to the lust of the - flesh. . As
though to vover up his adultery,
he had an innocent- husband
murdered. What would the-pro-
phet .de now? Cover - up :-the
crime?  Minimize. its hurrur in
order to curry favor with -his
king? Never! Sin is sin whether _
in palace or hovel.
skill and penetrating - analysis
Nathan withstood David:to the
face:
‘prophet was a man. of resolute
courage, He was not intimidated |-
by royalty when the Law of
God had been broken.
David had grown-old (1 Hings
1:1)."His son ,Adonijah. plotted

to seize the throne, against the |}
revealed will of God and Da-|-§
What|..
-now? Join| .
forces with. the rebél and leave|:
the aging king to his fate? No, |-
indeed. Nathan was a prophet of |..
unswerving loyalty. He revealed |.:

vid’'s personal desires.
would Nathan do.

the foul . plot and arrested.it. .
The “word "Nathan"

Jdndeed God's
great but erring king. Nathan’s |
loyalty to. David . withstood " the

pressure of his day. Let us ever | :

be:loyal -to those who" have re-|
parsad their mnﬁdence in us

With rare|:

“Thou art the man.” The|

means -
“gift” (Heb.). The' prophet was |- ENSEE
gift to David; a|. S

 BOY I KNOW .WITH A
SELF-WINDING WATCH
" THAT RUNS DOWN.
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Chlldren s tngs
sparkle when
we clean them

, We ren'_m?e even the most
- stubborn spots and stains;
" restore trﬁhgesmf-j :

'-rnungstexs can get their-clothes...but"

us soon !
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wise mothers also know they can rely on - -
us ‘to get these clothes sparkling clean -
again. Our- wnrk aiwa}fs pleases Tr::,r '
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LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF
NOS. 7 & 12 HIGHWAYS
PHONE BRODI{LIN 2[!9
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SATURDAYS ...... 8 AM. to 4.30 P.M.
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