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} Philemon

tnevertheless, his . prison,

- Verse by Yersa——

i Ar:.‘h[ 2%
.. 'thy house.”- Apphia is doubtless| | -.
| the wife of Philemon, and Arch-|-
: _lppus probably -thelr son, who
| held .a -responsible position. in
Vthe ‘church (Col. 4:17).. = . =
.Verse'3—"Grace.’ . and peace |
« s+ From the Father as source |’
-|and - from the Lord Jesus as
3| mediator. This is. not a com- ;:
.| pletely trinitarian benediction
~'tlike 2 Corinthians 13:14. -

n my- prayers.”
_and prayers go. hand in hand |~
with Paul, .especially In_ Inter- |-

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

{I.asmn for Dcctmber ﬂ]

BEUTEEHS THEO UGH
© CHRIST

GOLDEN TEXT — Above all

“ these things put. on love,

which Is the bond of perfect-
esa-——"lml. 3:14, AS.V. .

THE LESSON AS A WHOLE
Appran.!: to the Lesson

It was late 63 or early 64. The
Apostle Paul had spent nearly
two years-in -his own - hired
house in Rome, which was,
and
where he had never been out of
sight of his Roman guard. There
had been a good deal of coming
and goling,. for there .were no
restrictions In regard to the
visitors whom he might receive.
Many strange characters had
doubtless visited him In his lodg-
ing, and now as a glimmer of
hope began to appear that his
imprisonment might soon term-
inate, he received another
strange visitor, a runaway slave
from Colosse. The slave’s mas-
ter, Philemon, had some years
earlier been ‘led to Christ by
the Apostle Paul (Philem. 19).
Now his slave, Onesimus, in
making a dash for his freedom,
had apparently also robbed his

.| master (v. 18).

What brought Oneslmus to
the house of Paul, we are not
told. Perhaps he had come in
contact with some Christians
and his troubled soul sought out
the apostle as his master's
iriend. At any rate, Paul led

. | him to the Lord (v. 10).

An ethical question now arose:
As a Christian, what was his
duty to his master whom he

. | had wronged, and from whom

he had fled? In the mind of the
Apostle Paul there was no
doubt. Onesimus must return to
his master, even though he him-
self would have liked to retain
him as a servant. He could not,

.- however, send him back with-
'1 out seeking a means of recon-

ciliation. So the runaway slave
returned to his master armed
with this gem of a letter of en-

: | treaty.from the apostle.

It *is’ the only example we
have of Paul's private corres-
pondence, and it indicates that
if only we had the complete
private correspondence of the
great apostle it would be a trea-
sure without. equal in all the

'} | world of eplstolary literature.
‘.| Even Pliny’s letter to Sabin-
: Ianus,

wﬁtten for a similar
purpose, -1s' a poor 'second to
-Paul's Letter to Philemon. But
we can be thankful for this one

|'which has been preserved in the

canon of Scﬁpture.

‘Philemon 1—“Paul . . . unto
Philemﬂn .-+ o' Note, not “a
prisoner of Rome,”. but. "ﬂt

“friend.” "'This is_a completely

‘-.' | pérsonal Letter, not ‘like those
| to Timothy and Titus, whmh are
L2 'pﬂ;stural. ;

.Verse 2~ ., » Apphia, and
ppus . . . the church.in

verse 4—*I thank my Gnﬁ

cessions for the saints. He was

.| quick :to -see ‘things in penple 1

for which to give thanks. - - .
Verse 5—, , . thy love .ami

..f faith -, .. . toward ' the. Lord
.| Jesus, .and toward-all saints.”
The strange order. combines the |- {§
' {two'-inside phrases (falth. .to-{ |
“{ward, or in, the Lord  Jesus);|:183 .
{and the. two outside phrases|.|E&"

(love. toward the saints).

good -thing ‘which'is In you in

“I'Christ- Jesus.”- The phasing is
‘| difficult,

| Philemon's  good character and |.

The thought is that

works are so apparent that they

thE'IeHuwsh!p ‘of falth in Christ,

Verse 7—". . . great joy and
consolation in thy love . . . the
bowels of the
freshed . ..."” For “bowels” read
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We're heading your way

 this festive season! May
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with a sleighful
of good wishes for ,

you and all your

kappy holiday!

-

and  Son

Christ- Jesus.” Philemnn means | .

Thanksglvlng ' .'
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| Verse 6", , cnmmunlc;i-'
ﬂnn .7+ s effectual , . . every t

saints are® re— E

see 50 much zood mnﬂn;g to
the saints through the gracious
ministries of Philemon. Notice
how Paul gives full recognition
to these things in Philemon be-
fore he broaches the -difficult
subject at hand. -

Verse “ i o1 m!ght be
much vold in Christ to enjoin
thee ., . .” Paul's boldness in
1Christ springs from his apos
tolic office. as well as from the
fact that he was Philemon's
spiritual father (v. 19).

Verse 9—“Yet for love's sake
I rather beseech . . . Paul the
aged . , . a prisoner of Jesus
Christ.” Paul’s age and his suf-
ferings for Christ's’ sake make
the appeal to love all the.more
powerful. A command might
secure outward compliance, but
the appeal of love rea.i:hes the
heart.

Verse 10—". .. my son Onesi-
mus . . . begotten in my bonds."
Onesimus means profitable. Son
here signifies “born one” (Scot-
tish bairn), a very tender.touch,
especlally connected with Paul'
bonds.

Verse 11— .. unprnﬁtable,
but now profitable . . .” A play
upon- the meaning of the name
Onesimus, although a different
ford for profitable is used (eu-
l:hre5tn-=. “most. pmﬂta'hle, a5
ovér against . achrestus. ‘“‘not
profitable”). See how. Paul plays
up what Onesimus is to him. .

Verse 12—"Whom 1 have
sent . . . therefore receive him
. « « mine own bowels.” Again
for “bowels” read “heart,” al-
though some believe it ought
to be translated here ‘son,"” car-
rying out the figure uI parent'
hood.

Verse 13—“. PRSI wnuld h;w
retained . . . might have min-
istered unto me...” Once more
Paul dwells on what Oneslmus
means to him, but now links
him with Philemon as a sort
of ambassador to Paul.

Verse 14-—"But without thy
mind ... not... of ne-::r'ssﬂzf,
but willingly.” But any such re-
Jation must be with Philemon’s
consent, not thrust on him by
force of circumstance.

" Verse 15—, . . departed for
a season . . . recelve him for
ever.” Here the appeal is to the
overruling providence of God.
There can be no thought of
rejection in the face of the won-
derful works of God. :

Verse 16—". . . ahn'.re A serv-
ant, a brother beloved . . . in
the flesh, and in the Lord?”

.ﬂudmummhblrl:hnd! i

of a slave family connected with
the family of Philemon. Hence
the phrase “in the flesh.”
The -Heart of the Lesson
Salvation c¢ancels all the debt
of our sin toward God, ‘but it
does not release us from our
obligations to  men. What
wrongs we have done to our fel-
low men in our unregenerate
days we are bound to undo In
so far as it is possible when we
have be2n 'redeemed by the
blood of Christ. Restitution-is a
law of the Christian life. We
cannot wash our hands of those
obllgations under pretext that
evervihing Is under the blood.

So it came to pass that when
Onesimus, the runaway slave,
came to the knowledge of Christ
through the of the
Apostle Paul.in Rome, he was
under obligation to return .to
his master, submitting to him
and righting as far as possible
the wrong that he had done.
His salvation did not make him
free to remain in Rome at his
own pleasure.

On the other hand, salvation
lays new responsibility upon
Christians "toward those who
have wronged them, and es-
pecially toward those who hav-
inz wronged them become con-
scious of théir sin and seek for-
giveness, The spirit of revenge
can have no place in the life
of one who has known the mer-
cy of God. Philemon, therefore,
while having just cause for an-
ger and good reason to punish
his slave, is called upon by the
Apostle Paul to exercise a spirit
of forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion beyond anything that' can
be expected of a man of the
world.

Notice how the Apa:;ue Paul
urges his plea with Philemon.
He refuses to base it on author-
ity which as an apostle he might
very well do, but rather he bases
the whole plea on love (vs. 8,
9)., Then he introduces Onesi-
mus in an entirely .new rela-
tionship. “My son,” he calls
him. That Is exactly what Phile-
mon himself was—a spiritual
son of the apostle, That made a
common - bond which it would
be difficult for Philemon to over-
look. - Again, Paul cails’ Onesi-
mus “mine oan bowels” (v, 12)-
or .as we would say, “my own
heart.” JIf it were like tearing|e
out his own heart to part with
Onesimus, ‘certainly FPhilemon
must treat the young man with
such affection as the apostle

‘| himself had heaped upon him,
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are effective in helping . along| | §
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| play each summer.

-| boy-followed. Once inside,
| groped around until he’ lncated
an old lantern..

BIF;L. Iiuwier
Mr. Owens is extremely pop-

ular in Hillcrest He owns a big
barn where the stock shows

He even
serves coffee and sandwiches to
his “guests” when they drop in
to watch one of the shows. The
truth. is that Mr. Owens Is a
lonely old man who likes to
surround himseif with happy.
people. -©

Several yvears agzo today, when
Christmas .cheer abound&sd and
glowing parlor windows warm-
ed the hearts of passersby, Mr.
Owens was lonelier than usual
He had not even set up a tree
that year; what good was a
tree without someone o admire
it? .

Christmas Eve, and '-"h[r Ow-

ens strolled down Main Street|

alone, peering into the few shop
windows that were still lighted.
In front of the ten-cent store he
saw young Jim Harder. Jim was
watching the lights go out with
an expression of dtsma}' on his
freckled face.

“It can't be that bad, my boy,”
the old man sald Kindly.

Jim tried to smile when he
saw Mr. Owens. “It's bad en-
ough, I'll sure catch it from
mom when I get home. She
sent me out to buy some Ehrist-
mas tree ornaments.”

“Tree ornaments? At this
hour?"
© “Yes, sir. Last summer we had
a fire in the woodshed,” ex-
plained Jim, “nothing serious,
but dur Christmas stuff was de-
stroyed. We forgot all about it
until we set the trf—:-e up this
morning.”

“And you waited untll now |

to buy ornaments?”

“That's just it,” groaned Jimu
“I left home over an hour ago.
It's just -that—well, I've’ bEEn
looking in store windows and—

Problem Eﬂheﬂ

"I understand,” sald Mr. Ow-
ens with a’ twinkle In his eye.

“Used to do the same thing|-

when.I'was a lad. Never could

fipure out why clocks were in-

vented. Say, I've got an idea!

I have some old ornaments—"
“You have?” cried Jim eager-

1}'1- - ;

“On second thought,” Mr., Ow-

| ens went.on, “I don’t think they
would do. Too old, most of them, |

with cracked sides and hairpins
stuck in thelr tops. Had one

| box of gnuﬂ unes, but I stepped
; ﬂIl 1 iyl
Jim didn’t sm!le

He looked

Mr DWEns pui]ed out z drawer

{ to reveal-several. dozen brightly

colored ba]ls. gl

mlserahle ]
“Walt!"” eried Mr. 'DWEHS. lay-

Ing a hand on the boy's shoul- | .

der. "I've got it! You'll “have
your Christmaﬁ trae’ ufnaments
F .lll

hopefully beside him, Mr. Ow-
ens set off at a brisk trot that
belied his years. A happy smile
played upon the wrinkled face.
He was doing .someone a favor

|at Christmas; he .was ‘part’ of
| the 'scene. He joined Jim.in a|
churus uI “White Chﬁstmaa

. Hiding Place
When they reached his p!a-:e
he surprised Jim by taking the
path .that led to the.barn. T;E
e

" Alter squeezing between dusty
props . they reached a huge

: chesL_Mr. QOwens pulled out a
drawer to reveal several dozenj|,
‘| brightly colored balls.

“Wow!"” They're perfect!” cried

| Jim. “What are they?"

Mr. Owens Jaughed. “Let’s see
now; those plastic ones are
plums, and those pressed-paper
ones are oranges. This- other
drawer §s full of stars; it's all
part of the scenery. I do hope
you'll -bring them hack aIter
the holidays.”

“I sure will!" promised Jim
with a blg grin.

It was outside church the next
morning that Jim approached
him breathlessly: “We got tur-
key, and you're going to get a
drumstick, Mr.-Owens!”

“Me? Now Jim, you need-

n't—" Mrs. Harder came up. “I
asked Jim to invite you to din-
ner,” she explained. “Besldes,
you Taust see our beautiful or-
ange covered Christmas tree. Or

would you rather spend Christ-}’

mas Day in that big, lonely

bouse of yours?™

—

‘With  Jim Harﬂcr striding |

«*‘_?- mmmm
oruting  Christmas -trees
Irumﬂrlyl}a.nlﬂxulﬂnm :
blowing in: the Yule with fous

Mr. Owens couldn't think of
a2 single reason for not golng.
“I—I reckon 1 would like to
see the tree,” he admitied.

corner” of the world. -
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surrounded by devoted family’ and Iﬂands. ,
| :md also a Happ}' H_ew Year_. .
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CEC. HENDRICES
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