wishes for a haPPY:

. hearty Holiday Season that is

filled with the joys of
good health, good cheer and
good fellowship.

. L. Eirrlltlﬁ
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“Santa Comes
To America

Just like most evervone
else, Saint Nick prospered aiier
he 'LHITIE to America.

In Europe, bafore he reached
these shores, Saint Nick was a
tall, angular man who rode a
bony gray mare. He hadn’t
been in America lonz, however,
hefore she had a new name, a
naw face, ficure and a new and |
hotter mm’le of transportation.

' 'rhe early Englizh settlers in |
t.I'u.;, country started Santa’s

“new look"” process
edd the legendary figure f{rom
the Duich, bur couldnt pro
i nounce “Saint Nickoolus”. The
. best they could do was "Santa
i Kalouf,” which was corrupied
{1o “Santa Claus.”

In 1809, Washingion Irving
in his *Knickerbocker’s History
|of New York,” changad Santa’s
physical appearance b;.’ describ-
ing him as-a jolly fellow with a
| broad-brimmed hat and huge
| britches, He also taugnt St

! Nick 10 smoke a prpe amI trad-
‘ed his hay burner for a wagon.
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H ere Ihcj are!

The season’s bes:

wishes to all our

wonderful fricnd's.l
May. j'au enjoy-to the.
fullest every minute

of this gl'prf_nus holiday.

. l:' 0 Nel//

L

poem. *‘The Vizsit From Saint
Nicholas,” went” even. furiher.
He gave Saint Nick a sleigh,
twingling eves, cheeks . like
rosez, nose like a cherry and a
round liitle hell} .
Future writers may. try tcr
trade Prancer and Dancer off
for a jet ship and trim down
Santa's waisiline. It will be a

stream]med Santa pleases-the
young folks and that's mlgh..}'
important, 4

Australia kangaroo

- hopped
back into office. e Of

tough job, for though he isn't|

0
L
ter atiacks to. get :errme m
cz'nwded stores.

No ma’tter how far vou check
ba::k the “hen was :he first 1o
think of the 1{1&3 m‘ packaged
food.

“There's no fm':-l m:e an old
fool” is triply {rué if-a woman
makes a fool of him in advanc—
: E{i years, ;
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SONGS OF THE S.-!.TIGL’R‘
.- . BIRTH
(Lesson for Dacember 2:1
Golden Text—Glory to God in
the highest,
peace, :u-ud will tuﬂant nien.
i —Luke 211
- THE LESSON AS A “‘HDLE
‘Approach to the Lesson
The firs: verses of our lesson
portion (Luke 1: 32, 33) are not

la'song;

are still a s.ra.g"l foerward,-pro- !
phetic declsration.
The Songs of the Nativity are

nificar (1:36-33), Mary’s song:
when sha vi ulted ner cousin:
Elizabeth; the Benedictus "(1:
GS-79), the song of Zacharias at
the birth of his son, John the
Bap:ist; the Gloria in Excelsis
Deo, the song of the anzels over
Bethlehem's plain; and . the!
Nunc Dimittis (2: 29-32), the)
song of Simeon when ne saw
the infant Christ in the Temple,
The2 names of these songs are
simply the first words in the:
Latin verslon. Only two of |
them, the first and last, appear
in our lésson portion.

Luke alone gives us'these
four songs. which surely sug-
gesls that Luke, while a physi-
cian by training, was/a musi-
cian by nature, It is one of the
remarrable features of divine
inspiration” that” a Gentile
should be wused to preserve
great Hebrew songs—for they
are essentially that, thuu*’h
given to us in the Greek lang-
tuage. The songs of Mary and
of Zacharias are particularly
Hebrew in structure and thou
Hebrew, both in structure and
thought. : |

It 'is not surprising that an
event which came *“on -wings
of song” should be the theme
bf so much scmg NO season of
the vear so'rings with song as
that season which tells- of “the
Saviour's birth. Whole antholo-
ies of Christmas carolsare
published, and. while many of
the numbers are neither evan-
gelical nor spiritual, they rep-
resent - the" joy and gladness
which the remembrance of the
Saviour's birth has brought in-
to the hearts of men through
the centuries. We who know
the true meaning of His coming
into ‘the world, who have gone
with him  through His death
and resurrection, have the.more
reason to rejoice, with the un-
derstanding and with the, ‘heart,
This Ehnsmms, then, “O ci:mjle
let s sing unio the Lﬁl‘d. :

| Verse by Verse

. Luke 1:32-—*"He shall - be call-
ed the. Son of the Highest .

| the throne of, his ‘father Dav cI "

Jesus’ greatness arises out of
His relation t0 God—"Son of
the Most High.”/This name.of
God appear.s for the first time
in Genesis 14:18."0On the human
side, Jesus is Son of David, and
his dwmely apmlnte& succes-

Verse' 33—“The' huuse of Ja-
ﬂﬂh . . . of his’'kingdom there
5}131[ be no end.” Notice the l:leﬁ
nitive phrases, “throne: of Da-
vid,” “house jof-.Jacob.” This
cannot be “spiritualized”. with-
out dmng violence to' the -text.
Here we have no idealistic song
but a gl-:urmua; prophecy which
‘.'111 have ‘historic fulillment.

- Verse 46—"My soul doth n:uag—
mr_s- the Lord.” We come to thie.
‘umgmﬁcat Mary's song, spoken
1in e::.-,tatzq frame .(or perha;:m
; l:!'.uall,}' i:hanT.E(l] on the'occa-

sion of her visit to Elisabeth.
Verse 47—"My spirit -hath re-|
. Satviour.”
| Verses-46 dnd 47 should be one.
‘They . constitute a synonymous
‘parallelism, - after the “manner
of true Hebrew poetry. - See
how the two " phrases ba]ance
each other. .

NVerze 45—“1"&1‘ he hath re-
gard his handmaiden . . . all
generations shall eall me. bles-
sed.,” *“Regarded” Is the  com-
imon -word for “looked upon)”

=

“female slave,” Mary is iru!y
humble before God, The *call
me blessed” in no sense intends
the exaltation !;.esmwed on her
by the Roman Church.
."‘.rEI’S'E ';BI—"“. . ® might}' .
great things . ., . holy.” Might

‘tand holiness join In the “great

things"” wought in Mary. With
remarkable chasieness she does
not directly name the great
thing,

on them that fear him.” The'

secs the enduring hlessings that
the mming hirth will mean
to the God-fearing in all gener-
ations to come. Whether her
vision extended bheyond the
hounds of “the house of Jacob”
we cannot say,

Chap. 2:20—"Lord now lettest
thou thy servant depart in

Nune Dimittis,
Simeon,
think of as an old man, al-

the song of

Hl on,
“lord” here iF unusual

{ing “master,” from which we |

:have our word “despo:.”

:

'have seen thy salvation.” No:

nan ¢can depart in peace v r.*hn.=e=

eves have not seen God's sal-

vatlon. God's falvaiion is here

personitied,

Verse 31—"“Which thou hast

peop.e.” Simeon's vision it no:
limited to the Jews, He zene
that . God's salvation embraces

The Sunday School Lesson

and on earth:

thev are a glorious state.!
ment, wortay of be.ng set 10 lasson—
the g"ar*uea. music, but they: Birth”, let us focus ailention on

four, generally called the \lag+i

;nn.mcem&n* by the angel, but

‘ try of Judea. In Nazareth she

«{cement-of -his repentance- and

in thiz case with the added]|.
thought of  favor or grace.
“Handmaiden” means literally

Verse 30—"And his me"f:v ﬁ.-

song widens its scope. Mary |

peace , . ."” Here we bhegin the |
whﬂm we gene*ah}'

though tha: iz not stated, * ‘Now |
lettest thou” is a statemeni of !
i fact, not a petition. For explan-'
see verse 26, The word .

e 1
‘l

ranslates a Greex word mean-l

Verse 30 — “For mine E‘I-Ee

prepared hefnre the face of all

p-eop.e.s

Verze 32—* ., . to lighten the

aules, and . . . thy people
I:"ae!.' The greatest glory of
Israel iz Christ, who' came byv
wayr of Israe! 1o give the .1gnt
{of life 10 a!l nations. Not ali
raeiiles had such clear perspec-
tive as Simeon.

Il

Tl_:u: Heart of the Lesson

ils-}

Following the theme of th
~ZSongs of the Saviour's

e

| the oocasions of the songs.

We bezin with Mary's song,
(1:46-55). It is rather significant
that Mary did not give utter-
ance o this- ecstatic song in
i Nazareth at the time of the an-

in the home of her elderly cou-
' sin, Elisabeth, in the hill coun-

had prezented her body a “liv-
. ing sacrifice unto God”, for the
! holy purpose declared by Gab-
riel, but she was there in an at-
mosphere of cpnilict: she dared |
tell no one, and she faced cer-
s tain mlsunder tanding, suspi-
iclon and c¢alumny. To be the
mother of the world’s Saviour
involved her in the deepest
suffering which a pure woman
could face. \What the angel zald
to her regarding Elisabeth de-;
cided her to visit her kinswom-!
an. Arriving at the home in-
Judea, she found herself imme-
diately in a different atmos-
phere, of understanding and
sympathy, The l.ord had gone
before, and the Holy Spirit had
jrevealed the wonderful truth
concerning her who was al-
teady bearing the Saviour of
the world to Elizabeth. So Mary
is greeted as “the mother of
my Lord,” -and_ecstatic bene-
dictions are pronounced -upon
her by her God-enlightened
cousin, The strain and the
1stress drop away, and for the
first time Mary 1;, free to ex-
press all her heart, She does so
Hin this  wonderful song, the
Magnificat, in which her whole
souj flows out in praise and ad-
oration-to God, who has con-
descended to use her as a sae-
red vessel in the great work of
redemption.

We come next to the s-::mg of
Zacharias (1:65:70). For nine
months he had been.dumb and
wnable to express his thoughts’
except-in writing. This afflie-
tion had’ come té him as chast-
ening for: his unbelief when
the angel who visited him in
‘the Temple with.the announce-
‘ment of ‘the coming birth of his
son, wheo should .be Messiah's:
forerunner, was met with doubt
and quemumng Those were 9
months. of deep searchings’ of.
heart for Zacharias, and ever-
deepening penltenr:& and seif-
condemnation. By the-time the
babe was born, 1he father was
a_ thoroughly chas:aned saint.
The ‘hour of his emancipation
was near. \When the neighbors
insisted on calhng the boy by
his , father’s name, ~ Zacharias’
was referred to for a decision.:
\We wrote.on the,wr iting tablet,
“*His name is .John” in keeping
with the word of the angel 9
months before, Ti*:err-: i35 more
In that Jittle avritten statement
of Zacharias's'than lies on the
surt‘ac-:‘: It was a public announ-

-

of the complete capitulation of
unbelief .hefore . the - word. and

work of God. It was a dedica-
tion” of this child of their old
age to the God who gave Him,

p”

and to the divine purpﬂses re-

EH‘\IIE & Wl‘i’ AUSTI‘\I A‘\m STAF
“of the’

S td uffw//e Nursmg Home.

vealed by, the angel. It In'-’ﬂrh-
ed, also, a solemn- undertaking
to ‘train this child in all the
niacipllne of a Nazarite to God.

All this is involved iii that little:
statement, “His name is John.”
No wonder, then, that the old
man’'s ‘tongue was loesed and
all the pent up and godly, tho-
ughts :of- nine months burst

forth in a rhapsody. of adora-
tion and prophetic announce-
ment which we call thE Bene-
dictus,

The third song is. that ‘of th&
angels (2:14). This is the brief:
est of the songs of the nativity.
The angels had burst’ ‘dorth
from- their heavenh' sphere 1o
hover over'the scene of’ 1he
birth of Him .who. was -their
creator, and ‘who was nowiyen-
tering human flesh. to. redeem’
lost men. They. could not,con:
tain' the-wonderful news hJ.tt
had to.make it known. A gmup
of Be:hlehem --.hEpherds weie
choseén’ as:the. remplent.n; of. the
glad ‘announcement and one of
the angel group was appointed
to make the declaration. . As
the host of angels heard’ thmr
companion .telling -these 5hepn
herds,-“Unto you:is born:ithis |-
day in the city of David a Eav
lour, which is Chrzst the LLord,
1he3.- could no Iﬂnger cﬂntam
but bursi Torth in unison, “G—I:}-
ry to God In the hiﬂhesr. and !
on earth peace, gnﬂ-d will to-
ward men.” We know’ that. as
the Gloria in Excelsis. Deo' —
a song that relates gIﬂr;,r a&mve

!

f

promised"

=]

l--.‘

is tha.. al

tG ]}GEEE on Earth
- The fourth- song

man had been mfur:ned by .the
Holy. Spirit_that he iwould: see
the Christ hEl'-L'.'rI'E he dled .He
lived in: eqnectatmn of i the

: blessed vision, m:rt in, dread m'

the <death thnt, would ‘follow.
t{The day _Jesus-was. brought
up to the Temple for the- rites
of punﬁcauﬂn
moved ‘to come to the: Temple

Simeon “was _

'Elmmn (2: 29-32). ‘This ‘godly -

at”the,same hour, -As heisaw

tHis babe; not at alllunlike. the
‘other babes wlio were hrnught
the “same .

on "a- llhe mission,
Holy Smrtt mdlc*lted"m him'’
that here - was the: .one ‘long
-10- 151:351 He":has
looked ;-upon--the.” faf:eﬂ nf.utrhe

Christ; He has seen.-the- saiva- -

‘tion.of the Lord. FGI' him dieath _
‘holds . no. terror.: He; 'sings.;his’

plaintive, but": j-:rynus -SONg,

"‘Iuw art thou letting Lh:r -Ser-

vant dl‘.‘pﬂﬂ”],.ﬂl'd accﬂr{iu}g to

thy word;-in pedce.”” We Krow .
this' song as’ “the Nune Dim:ttis ;
Indeed, - no one can die in. peace -

unt!l he, h'L'-; looked"™ upun “the
Tace of God's anumter.l and EEEH

the fsalva ion l::-f the Lﬂr'd l_ -

‘I*he man whn mmled “mw”

::-n Each'ﬁf his cattle’ at lhE start

of the hunting. seasnn dldnft_
reckon . with- _.5pnrt$menr ‘who

. F -1 (il

-::an t read

gL A

‘One’ nut nf.‘ever:,r five fam[lles.

in Newfoundland has seven-or -

more . persons. -
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Sloumvilie

extend to our many- |
good _friénds a sincere wish for a 'fuléttdr: '
;& Iadch with s wealth of the gaod A
ﬂ-ﬁn#a In life. May every day be fi[lcd w[lh the
H:ssmgs of good health, h-ppincu 7

and warm fncnds]ﬂp:.

H. Neville and Sons
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