A

lowed the Dutch into the Hudson

e * i -
N - oy, =7 —y
1'..#*\1‘:"""

L ] : L -
P i e i
W 5 & o Tt r:lriﬂ i
a g L1

4 e
~ I.-‘..

THIS rmost widely-observed Eoliday of

e modern times is not the oldest of Chris-

tian festivals. The keeping of Epipkany pre-

ceeded ohservance of Christmas Dec. 25 was
made & church feast about 335 AD,

Various historians have set the time of the
actual birth of Jesus to dates corresponding
to our present January 6, March 25, 3ay 20,
April 19 or 20, November 17, etc. Christmas
has Leen celebrated on more than one bhua-
dred different days of the year.

Adoption of December 25 was favored in
the early church because it corresponded to
the Poman Saturnalla or celebration of the
winter solstice. Its establishment assisted in
conversion of the observance of the pagan
festival into a Christian occasion

Pope Gregory I, surnamed the Greal, en-

joined missionaries not to destroy such pagan

customs as were innocent and could be woven
into the fabric of Christian ceremony. All the
testivities of the winter solstice were absorbed
in the observance of Christmas Day in the
course of time. The Romans practised ex-
changing gifts at the Saturnalia, Pagans
decked their halls with evergreens, holly and

mistletoe in Druid times. These green plants

v re naturally regarded with.awe in an other-
wise bare winter season.

2 THE traditional figure known as Santa

¢ Claus, Father Christmas, Kris Kringle,
ete., among various peoples is traced back Lo
Nicholas, the son of & merchant named Epi-
phanes in the town of Patara, near the port
of Myra on the Mediterrancan. Nicholas en-
tered the church and became bishop- of Myra,
fn the 4th century, and a notable public bene-
factor. . ‘ )

He personified thé Christian injunction, It
is more blessed to give than to receive” to an
unusual extent in an age when the biggest

rohber was king, and Robin Hood was a hero
: because he gave back

the poor some of the
loot. His fame spread
till he became estab-
lished in European
hearts as special pro-
tector of children,
travelers and mer-
chants. It was be-
lieved that he pre-
sented gifts to good
persons while they
slept. By the 15th
century it was the
general custom-in the
Netherlands to pre-
sent gifts on the eve
of St. Nicholas' day
in the calendar of

saints: December 6.

B ot The first Dutch col-

n earlyv represen= onists in America

iﬁﬂ]’lrﬂbf Stp Nich- carried the custom
¢ * y  Overseas,

olas, ‘Santa Claus’. Settlers who fol-

iver valley
were Infected by the jolly good time the
Dutch had each December. They adopted the
December 6 gift tradition but could not pro-
nounce the Dutch Sant Nikolaas as the Dutch
did: it came out Santa Claus.

According to tradition, St. Nicholas, was
lean and ascetic. In the American’ mind he
came to resemble the good Dutch burghers.
This impression took form . permanently
through the poem, 4 Visit_from St. Nicholas,

and the drawings of Thomas Nast, the Ger-

man immigrant who was the most. famous
cartoonist in the U.S. in'the 1860's and.1870's,

. FEW persons acquainted with the first
¢ verse and-.choyus of John Pierpont's
Jingle Bells have any knowledge of the sec-
ond and_ third of its-three verses, which
follow:
H . ‘ I—I
" A day or two ago
I thought I'd take a ride,
And soon Miss Faunie Bright
Was scated by my side.
The horse was lean and lank;
Misfortune seem’d his lot;,
He got into a drifted bank,
And we, we got up-sot.
I
Now the ground is white;
- Go it while you're young;
Take the girls to-night,
And sing this sleighing song.
Just get a bob-tail'd bay," ,
Two-forty for, his speced;
Then hitck him to an open sleigh,
And crack! you'll take the lead.
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THE custom of burning a specially cho-
¢ sen And prepared log at festival time
goes back into antiquity when fire and the
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sun were held in special reverence. IL was be-
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quiz about-origins and significances
i of Christmas observances and tradl-_
tions constitutes a challenging Information
test for an individual, With a quiz-master
presiding, . it can be an Interesting Yule
party diversion. Read all of the questions
here and try to answer them before look-
Ing at the numbered answérs given else-
where In the page. -

1.1s Christmos the oldest of Christian festivals?
2. Who was tha original **Santa Claus"?,

3. How many verses has “Jingle Bells"?

4. Whet is"the source of the Yule log tradi-
"~ tien? :

. CHRISTMAS signifies Christ's Mass,
e meaning the festival of the Nativity of

Christ. At different periods it has been spelled .

Crystmasse, Crestenmas, Kyrsomas, Xiemas,

‘Chrystntesse and otfer ways.

Xmas, thus spelled as an abbreviation for .
Christmas, had its origin centuries ago in the -

fact that the Greek letter chi was written as
X. This letter was also the initial of the name -
Christos. Many people naturally identify the
X as representing the Cross. '

THE origin of kissing under the mistle-
¢ toe goes back to Babylonian times; when
mistletoe was the sacred plant of Mylitta,
goddess of love and beauty, and the kiss was
g Tite in her honor. In the early Christian
church it was customary to bestow the “kiss
of peace” These two symbols became inter-
woven in the custom of kissing under the
mistletoe at Christmas time.

-
i e
7 THE origin of the Christmas tree tra-
& o dition is not known. It was a Teutonic
custom in ancient times to worship, Odin's
sacred oak. When the missionary Boniface
went from England to Germany, he persuaded
the people to substitute for the oak an ever-
green tree in honor of the Christ Child.

There were pines and cedars In the- Holy
Land in the time of Jesus' childhood. The
cedars of Lebanon furnished a timber much
prized in the construction of palaces and
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lieved that evil would not descend upon house-
holds where the Yule log had been properly
burned. Above, observing the custom in the
English countryside in the 19th century.,
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5. Whot Is the derivation of the word "Christ
mas'? . -

&. From where did the custom of kissing un-
der the mistletoe come? 3

7. What people were the first 1o have Chrish
mas trees? ' e

8. What Christians made observance of
Christmas illegal?

9. How is the apple used to “tell o fortune”
at Christmas? -y i

10. What celebrated English and French ruler

had his coronation en Christmas?
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temples. They supplied masts for ships. .
‘The use of Christmas trees was confined to
the Rhine country until about 1700. The tradi-
tion crossed the Atlantic with Hessian mer-
cenaries during the American War of Inde-
pendence and was carried on by German sett-
lers. - Elaborately decorated Christmas trees
were to be found in other homes after Prince

Albert, the ‘consort of Queen Victoria, gave '.
favor to the custom, This (1) is & drawing
from Victorlan times. ' ;

The placement of trinkets upon Chri_atti-nas
trees had its forerunner in the practice of the

‘Romans of hanging little masks of Bacchus

upon pines and vines to'induce fertility. Other
people also decked trees and poles with foods
and gifts at Saturnalia and corresponding oc-
casions' as offerings to the gods of fertility.
In ancient Egypt, it was the custom to dec-
orate the houses with branches or small trees
of the date palm at the winter solstice. The
palm was thewsymbol of life triumphant over
death.. :

ON May 11, 1659, the governing body of
e Massachusetts Bay colony accepted with

satisfaction the enactment-of a statute,-"\Who-- |

soever shall be found observing any such day
as Christmas or the like, either forbearing of
labor, feasting or in any way, as a festival,
shall be fined five shillings.” -

This law, which remained on the statute
books for more than 200 years, reflected the
feeling at that time among the Puritans of
‘England who were responsible for observance
of Christmas being outlawed by Parliament
in 1644. The Puritans denounced festive ob-
servance of religlous. occasions as supersti-

tious and unseriptural. In England this feel-

ing abated before long but the opposition to
Christmas remained strong in Scotland till

well Into the 19th century.

In several States in the U.S. now it's lilegal.

to interfere purposely with a child's belief in
Santa Claus,

APPLES and nth":rr fruits of trces nat-

e urally figured importantly in old pagan
customs., In parts of Europe at Yuletide ap-
ples are pared and the peeling, taken off in
one spiral, is thrown over the left shoulder,
Tradition has It that the pecling will form the
initial of the person whom the parer is ces-
tined to marry. - .

‘Distributed by King Features Syndicate
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11. From whom did the Cheistmes poinsettia
get ils name?

12. Who were the Threo Wise Men of the
* New Testament story of the First Christ-
mas?
13. Some beloved Christmas songs wers oo
tually written on Christmas Eve or Christs
mas Doy. Con you mome cne?

14. About _how old Is the carol, “Adeste
Fideles''? _

15. What seirt wos responsible for making
the ‘creche’ a customary Christmas
shrine?

16. What is the origin of the word ‘carol’?

l @ WILLIAM, the Duke of- Normandy
e, Who conquered England in 1066, was
formally crowned in Westminster Abbey on
Christmas Day the same year. The enthrone-
ment was accompanied by tragic carnage.

Durinz’ ithe coronation Eervice.' the Arche :

bishop of Canterbury asked William for his
pledge that his rule would be upright and a
righteous’ one. Solemnly William gave - his

. promise. The Archbishop thén turned to-the
_congregation of nobles and -asked them if

' they In their turn would accept William . as
their rightful king. - Copaoe

The formal respunae' was too .unanimous.
The defeated Saxons rose as one man to ac-
cept William, and the sudden movement upset

the Norman-seldiers. They mistook it as'a
‘signal’ for an’attack on their king; and they
“.charged the Saxons with drawn swords. Hear-
. ing-the twhult, the guards outside the Abbey

charged the crowd. Before the riot was halted

- i
»a e sl o
Ea Lk f
Lol

" _‘_.r-‘.ll. AL i

et ~',.':_‘.'f-:,__“GIEf_r;,f.[l_ftu__',_fr"ﬂ"&‘_ PR
: i ; e 'I;I' ﬂiﬂ hl’_i-gﬁeat”:, JEa T e

. and William undertook to make amends, the

Abbey was fidled with dead.and wounded, and
outside many homes were pillaged and fired.

; : « o |
1 . 'THE poinsettia got its name as a re-

¢ sult of its being brougzht to the at-
tention of botanists .and commercial . plant
growers.in 1828 by Joel Robert Poinsett, U.S.
Minister to Mexico from 1825-29. He noticed
the 5trjking beauty of its scarlet and green

1 THE word *carol” itself came Into
Je the English language comparatively
late In the Middle Ages. Originally, It meant
& dance in & ring while singing. This old

%

SN

i

i o Sing in exaltation, 1., <

]

By v iy S —— —— T T

N Tade

leaf, and tha Zact that it vsually came into
blossam about Christmastime Polnsett, =
botanist as well o5 a diplomat, brought speci-
mens of the nlant back with him to this couns

try, and he and fellow experimenters soon.

learned that the flower would thrive fn sub- .

tropical parts of the United States. Poinsett
collected natural history specimens during his
travels in forelgn countries, enriching the
flora of native South Carclina and country.
He is remembered chiefly for the Christmas
flower which bears his name.

1 THE Threo Wise Men were Baltha-
. e zar, Melchior and Gaspar, who are
supposed to have been the rulers of tribes de-
scended from Ham, Shem and Japheth, or the
Kings of Nubla, Tarsus and Chaldea. They
also are sometimes sald to have represented,
respectively, youth, middle-age and old-age.
Of the gifts which they brought, the gold de=
noted the Christ Child's kingship, the myrth
signified His mortality and the frankincense
His divinity.

1 THE words

e« of O Little
Town - of Bethichem
were written by the
Rev. Phillips Brooks
(right), young pastor
of Holy Trinity Epis-
copal Church at-Phil-
adelphia, on Christ-
mas Eve, 18¢8, and
given 'to Lewis H.
Redner, organist’ of
the church, for a
musical setting. Red-
ner said the music :
came to him that night in a dream. The beaus
tiful hymn, Silent Night, was similarly writ=
ten at the last minute for Christmas presenta-
tion in church by Rev. Joseph Mohr, a Roman
Catholic priest at Oberndorf, Austria, in 1818.
-It was set to mugic by the.organist of the

)

Phillips Brooks -

church,- Franecis ‘X, Gruber. Charles Wesley's °

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing was inspired by

his hearing church bells in London on Christs -

mas morning, 1739. Henry. Wadsworth Long-

fellow's I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
-was inspired by bells and carols at Cambridge,

Mass. on Dec. 25, 1863.

! 1 THE origin of Adests Fideles, per=

o haps the best known of all' carols, ig

- lost In the dust of centuries. About all that is

‘certain {s that by the mlddle of the eighteen-

- 'th century - Roman. Catholic *congregations

were hearing it at Midnight ‘Mass on’Christs
~mas Day. Misslonaries have translated it ints
more than 100 languages and dislects. One of

the best known translations into English runs: .

O come, all:ye faithful,

" Joyful and trivmphant, -
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Coime and behold Him, __
Born the King'of-angels: .=~  _

O come, let us adore Him,
-0 come, let us Gdvre Him, -
O come, lét us adore Him,

~Christ the Lord,

S Vi Bing; choirs of angels; = '~ i
*'Sing; ali“ye. citizeis of heaven above;

L, - g

. O come, let us adore Him,

. O come, let us adore Hin,
" .0 come, let us adore Hin,

% Christ the Lord.

. Yea, Lord, we grest Thee,
Bory this happy morning;
Jesus, to Theé be glory glven;
Word of'the Father, ' | . .-
Now. in flesh appearing: % -
O come;-let us adore Him,
O comé, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adorg Him,
Christ_the Lord. '
L] : . = L] .-".!' . '
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1 "ST.-FRANCIS of Assisi is sald t&
J o have made the first “creche” or ¢
now found during the Christmas season

* hundreds of churches and as a domestic shrina
in many homes. : .

4
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woodeut shows child carolers making the
rounds in an_ Englith town on ' Christmas
morning a century ago. God Reat You Merry
Gentlemen was a popular carol then. :
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