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History of
B & S Telephone

Company

(By Mr. A. D). Brure)

We are drawing towards the
close of ihis history, and there
are 3 few incldents which have
ror been recorded but which
n the mind of the writer
tand &= landmarks along the
t:- d which we have travelled.

n 14055 we built on the 6th
tcan. line of Whitchurch 1o
serve about six or seven sub-
scribars, One of these subscrib-
ers was James Cooney who
liveel on the east zide of the
roud n": lot 12, ‘Lc"-v soon after
1his circulr was in operation

1
-
-~
v
-

Arz, Luc:ne;: was working at ad
tzble nlaced at a winduw from!

which she had a clear view of
the maznificent landscape slop-
inz towards l.ake Ontario. As
sh2 worked Mrs. Cooney notic-
ed smoke curling up from the
shingles of the house on the
Foote farm, and that flames
were spreading on the dry
shingles. It was also evident
that the occupanis of the house

were unconscious of the dan-
ger that  threatened. The
Footes did not have a tele-

phone, but Mrs. Coonegy rushed
to her own telephone and
spreadd the alarm of fire to
every Ssubscriber on her own
Jine. As it happened David
Clarke had a team hitched to a
wagen and was near his own
barn when the alarm came to
him. Throwing a ladder and
some pails on the wagon Mr.
Clarke .and his sons drove at
bhreak-neck speed towards the
¥oote farm. ‘The first intima-
dion that the Footes had that
something unusual was hap-
pening was when the Clarke
outfit dashed up to the house,
followed by other neighbors
carrving pails. The ladder was
planted against the house, a
hucket brigade was dormed,
and the fire was extinguished.
When the excitement was sub-
siding and -before
bors had departed from .-the
scene James Cooney expressed
the opinion.  that was upper-
most in the minds of. all, Add-
ressing - Mrs. Foote he -said:
“Mrs. Foote, don’t forget.to get
down.on your knees to night
thank the -~ Liord-for ~“the

FE R —arﬂ-.h-a--.“'.r‘
ke . ¥ 4 '\-H

telephone.” i

Tﬂﬂﬂ_'f fire pnﬂtectmn
through the telephone seryice
is accepted as part of. our: wa:.r
of living. In those days it was
a topic of general conversation
and gave to our Infant com-
pany some valuable publicity.
dn my 'mind that -incident
makes a definite forward move-
ment in our business. During
that year our telephone sub-
scribers ' increased from 63
telephones 1o a total of 125
and, from that period until

service were so numerous that
the directors were hard press-
¢d 1o meet them, :

In fact the records show that
in . 19C8, in 1913 and again in
1914 the. directors refrained
soliciting business . be-
cause of scarcity of capital yet
the increase of subscribers was
constant until 1916 when the
increase was only seven tele-
phones; the total at the-end of
1916 being §25, The only reason
that the - writer can give for
1his slackening is that in 1915
what would otherwise have
heen a bumper crop of grain
was almost ruined by continu-
ows rain and continuing wet
weather in the spring of 1916
made seeding so late that
another, very poor crop was
harvestedeg— when many tele-
phones were ordered out. The
yvear 1926 saw another slacken-
ing of business. In. that vear
the number of our subscribers
decreased by seven.
The first thme in our history
that wa bhad reogistered a de-
crease during a yearly period.

About the time of the close
of the First Worlid War we re-

2ived a request from the resi
denis along the 6th con. line of
Uxbridze Township for tele-
pirone service. The “applicants
were outside our territory, and
wao referred them to the Mark-
ham & Pickering Co. Someaiime!
Iates the - applicants
thair request and informed us
that The Markham & Picker-
ing Co. had declined to make
the necessary extension giving
as their reason that thew had
not th2 monev wherewith to
build. Our veply was that we
would no: build into the terri
tory of The M. & P, Co. unless
we received a letter from that
company stating its inability o
make the {“Eii-'luﬂ"l and also
.n:"eEi:]" that our company

should underiake it. The next
th.;. we heard aboutl the matter
w.as< a letter from Mr. Dagzger
o’ The Municipal! Board draw-
ing our atienticn o the fact
that ceriain  residenis of Ux-
bridge Township had been un-
ahle to oblain telephone ser-
vice and reminding us of th
fact that they were eniiiled to
\ut.‘,[ service.

r,ﬁ:pnu:::md on Page ii}
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On Monday evening, mem-
bers of the Stouffville Lions
Llub were installed in ufﬁce

for the year 1953-536. Pictured
abhove are the new officers
from left to z*i"ht, Front row:

LIONS CLUB INSTALLS NEW OFFICERS FOR 1955-56

Ed Heville,' President: Bill
Ford, Past Pres.; Cy Bellman,
1st Vice. Back Row: _ Jim

Albert
John

3rd Vice.;.
‘Smalley, Director; Dr.
Button, 2nd Vice, and Walter
Pipher, Lion Tamer.

Austin,

Richardson Lodge Opens
New Masonic Temple

With *more than three hun-
dred masonic brethren attend-
ing, Richardson Lodge officially
opened their new AMasonic Tem-
ple on Monday evening. Fifty-
two lodges were represented
and over fifty past and present
Grand Lodge officers were on
hand for the.occasion.

Ken Wagg, Worshipful Mas-
ter .of Richardson Lodge .pre-
sided and -greetings. and  con-
gratulatmn.-,, from: the:. mumr:i-

y..nrl,usmuﬁvﬂle vere . ex:
tended by Reeve* Elmer” Dam
iels.. ..

LY urshmful ‘*.Iaster I{en W agg
pmmed out that in five years
time," the ' local masonic ' lodge
wtmh:i celebrate its one hund-
redth anniversary. Thanking
Past Master Mac McLean for
historical Treferences, W. M.
\WWagg reviewed the history of
Rlcharthun ‘Lodge, The lodge
was nfmed after Rt. Wor. Bm,
Francis Richardson. It met in
1860 for the first time In a
room above the horse stable in

f“.mlﬁ the demands for telephone; Samuel Mighton's Hotel at Ca-

shel on the 6th con. of Mark-
ham. In March 1866, the breth-
ren moved their quarters to

members-

Nels Hotel in St-::nuﬁ'vme pres-
ently Houston’s Drug Store, A
new. lodge,room was- establish:
ed. in 188-:} in the Stark BIK.
now. Erle Lehman’s. and .re-
mained ‘there until the open-
ing this week of the new tem-
ple.

The Grand “ﬁ.Iast&r of -Ontario
was represented. by Rt. Wor.
Bro. ‘Donald. Gunn who. deliver-
ed. the .address.. Rt. Wor.. Bro.
A, E. W»eldan EJ\.lEIldEd the: ap-
predatmn q;‘ “the . Ricl 5
5 “fhe -di E'fiEt."Ideg’é’si'
for theilr- auppnrt an:i help in
éstablishing - the” new lodge
rooms, and'the toast to Grand
Lﬂdge was 'proposed by Wor.
Bro. S..'S. Ball.and. responded
to by Rt. Wor.- Bro. Gunn.
V. Wor, Bro. 0, M. Madill pro-
posed the toast to, the visitors
and was replied to by Dist.
Dept,-Grand Master John Watt
z’nid" the.Grand Sr. -Warden.

The Stﬁuﬂvﬂle IﬂUF Lﬂdge
will meet on Monday evening
June 6th, All members are
urged to attend, as visitors
wlll be present.

Whitchurch

Axel Berg, 57, was -:ru-,hr:ti
to death on Fridu}' at Pine Or-
chard when a tractor toppled
over onto him while he was
engaged in pulling stumps, The
Weras live at lot 34, on the Sth
i::r::nces.c.iﬂn of Whitchureh,

He is survived by his wife,
the former Thala Neilson, and
four daughters, Oda . (Mrs, E.

Barlow), Bodil (Mrs. N. Ferry)
angd Lillian of Norwval, and Gu-
drun {‘-.Ils R. Lloyd) Newmar-
ket. "

The funeral service was con-
ducted on Monday ‘from _the
Thompson Funeral Home with

Farmer'is

Killed Under Tractor

interment-in Aurora Cemetery.

American VYisitors
Former Residents

Mr: and Mrs. Pere Middle-
ton from Buffalo and Mr. Wm.
Middleton, S5Sr., from Green-
wood, visited on Saturday with
Mr, and Mrs. Earl Howsam.
Perc and Ear] at one tim= were
millers for Mr. Fred Gresn at
Greenwood and Wm. Middle:
ton was a scheol chum  of the
late Nathan Tarr..Mr. Middle-
ton Sr, is 91 years old and
quite remarkable for his- uge.

Students in high schools in-
York County will be included
in a school health service pro-
aram supplied by the York
County Healtn Unit heginning
in September, 1953,. according
lo plans made by tne Board of
Health. :

Up io ihe present time, only
elemepiary school children in
public or separate schools have
beenn inciuded .in “the health
services provided by ‘the hea-
Ith unit. Now the Board of
Health proposes to  include
about 3,000 hizn school students
in 6 h:::h schools in Markham,
Swouflville, Richmond Hill, Sut-
ton, Aurora and Newmarket in
the regular health supervision
activiiies of the health unil

This added service from the
health uni: is m:ide pﬂ::«.ibh:
by a cmmlidau{:n of existing

program, and will not add new
¢osis {o the County.

Prevention of jlinesas he
im of "'h. service, S:udeniss

5=
15

with heal:h problems will be

Health Services for High
Schools in York County

able " to discuss them  with
trained public - health nurses,
who will regularly visit each
high school, and the nurses
working with the teachers will
assist in seeing that. health
problems and defects come to

ithe attentiton of parents and

through them to * the usual
medical supervisory ‘authorities, | §
particularly “tne family physi-
cian, Part of the objective is to
see that regular family physi-
cian se:*'.*Ircs are used to the
students’ advantage.

Education of the high school
student to accept more and
more responsibility’ for his
own "health as well as assist.
ing him to adapt to his handi-
caps or 0.so0lve his health pro-
blems by using available medi-
cal and heal:h services in his
community, will be Iincluded
in the high schoo! program. In

Richardson:

Nutsery School
Graduation

The Tth_ﬂ.nnual Graduaiion
Party of Stouffville " Nursing
Kindergarten was held on Fri-
day morning, May 27, at Still-
meadow F'arm the hcrme of
the President, "I.lrs. Jack Fraser
Jrs _ " ;

Of .22 _pupils- enrglled this
year 18 were present with mo-
thers and several .sisters and
brothers who enjoyed the pro-
giam and picnic. Thirteen chil-
dren received “graduation cer-
tificates, ‘six’of  whom -will ,at-
tendrmndergartm -here;::-One
il -enter-Grade .1:while=2.vill
en oll at-Altona* aml 4 at:Ring-|
wood.  The supervisor repnmzd
150, have, been servad by the
school “in its ‘seven ‘years. -

Parents - interested in._ regis-
tering children for Autumn
classes may contact’ the Secre-
tary. Mrs. T. Topping' or 11....
DEWHL at 7eJ3..

Heulth l.lml
Cheap Senm:e
Council Told

" The services ‘heing rendered
h}r the York -County ‘Healih

method of obtaining such pro-
iection, and much cheaper than
could be provided by the indi-
vidual municipality, Dr. King
told members of the Markham
Township Council when he ap-
peared before them on Monday

night. Alarkham is presently

ly unit, - e

It is a co-operative venture,
Dr., King t
Iy half of the cost being col-
lected from the municipalities,
the remainder coming from
government grants,

. Dr, King was questioned on
t'armus aspects of .the Health
Unit’s operation -including the
dumping of sewage dispﬂaal on
township farm lands.-This; he
said, was not new, and-. _5ﬂme
farmera were known - to pur-
chase the refuse material. If
proper precautions were used
it need not present any preb-
lem, he told council.

Lobster License $123.00

A vendor of Ilobsters who
sells his wares on Yonge St
during weekends, appeared be-
fore council to object to a lic-
ense fee of $230.00 established

hy bylaw some weeks azo.
Reeve IL.eMasurier said tha:

that was the f{ee established,
and council could not discrim-
inate but they could amend the
bylaw. The vendor said 1hat he
paid only §30 in Scarboro and
325 in East York. He added that
the produci . which he . sold
could noi be. purchased else-
where so that he was not con-
flicting with other merchants.
Councillor Vern Griffen com-
menied “that the fee of S$230
seemed preity high. Councillor
Deacon expressed the view tnat
vendors generaied business,
After some discussion it was
agreed 1o amend the bhvlaw,
making the fee §125.06 for six
monihs, since the lob:iiers were
dispensed during the summer
onlv. . ' .

order to ge: the most cut of

school, every pupil should he] Mrs Anna Sehell is now iIn
in the besy physical condit :n-r.cmn with her daugh u:., Mre.
possible, Lia}d Moyer.

-
-

Unit are the most-eéconomical;

pa;,*ing $7,000 towards the coun-! 7

told council, with on-|:. : N :

Assessment
|Rise Heips -
Markham Taxes

‘Markham Township  Council
set the general tax rate on Mon-
day night at 18.5 mills, down .7
mills from 1954. An .increase
in overall assessment of three
million dollars helped munml
hold the line.

Included in this general rate

are: general township purposes
5.6 mills for $33,050; roads and
bridges I:lﬂ".‘-.’l."IShlp share) 8.3
ﬂll]lb ~for ' 587,000; . police costs
3.8. mills’ {m 36,2 IHJ. and Hii;'g
costs”.8 mifls I’ $7,500,

There was a” sma!l ﬂrnp in
road costs and géneral.govern:
ment: expendltures ‘Flire costs
were up one mill and the po-
lice department a fraction of a
mill increase,

AMarkham Township's county
levy is 6.3 mills, raising $72,

212.00.
Unionville Police Village rate
was set ,at 9 mills to raise

$4,305.00, the bulk of which is
for road Exprmditures.

Norman Frelz, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Oran Fretz, who is
one of nine university of
Western Dntarm araduating
students ~  wihning- a-, gold
medal for.top marks. in the
final year of an honor course.
He is a:graduate -in’ Psycho-

logy.” :

Ratepayers Show a
Keen Interest in the
Sewer Vote, Junel3

turnout of more than a
hundred  ratepavers showed
keen interest in the public
meetinzg  conducted by the
S:outtville Municipal Council
on Fridayv evening in connec-
tion with the forthcoming vote
on the ins:allation of a sewer-
age svstem, June 13th, A steady
flow of quesilons were put to
the council ad visiting authori-
ties, and the temper of the
meeting apjeared to be favor-
able to the proposal, few criti-
cal guestions being asked.
Clerk Garveld Brown con-
ductedrthe question period and
was assisted by members of
council, Dr. King of the York
County Health Lfmt and Hisey
& Hanm ton, Consulting En-
gineers, uhu are presently
conctucting the survey from
which the contract would be

A

let providing assent I1s given by

the electors.

Would . Handle Cellar Drains

One of the questions which
appeared to be uppermost in
the minds of many ratepayers
concerned whether or not the
sewerage system would carry
all cellar drains. To this ques-
tion, the first to be agked, the
Engineer gave a definite “yes".
All waste, drain, toilet and tap,
could be r:amed the only ex-
ception being water from eave-
troughs, In 'largeé cities a sep-
arate system is installed to car-
ry roof water which in the ev-
ent of a flash cloudburst, flood
the disposal plant,

Problem a Municipal One

Dr. King gave a brief sum-
mary of .the situation in_Stouff-
ville, one that he said was typ-

ical of many Ontario commun-|

itiez, The problem of sewage
m-mal did not loom so im-
portant foriyv or fifty years ago
when residents enjoved more
space. Now the community is
interlaced with tile drains run-
ning in everv direction. Many
lots he stated, were not de-
signed to handle tile beds and
mauny, pariicularly in the busi-
ness section, had every square
feot of arca built upon. - The
dumping of waste material in-
to the nearby streams present-
ed a real threat of spreading
disease. In the past many. cases
could be treated Iindividually
where” improper drainage was
found, but today with the
growth of the community, the
sewerage problem had bemme

a mummpal one and such a!
sviiem was an absolute essen-

tial,
FFigures on Cost
Reeve Elmer Daniels out-
lined for tire audience the esti-
mated figures on cost being as
follows: Church St. east 132,-
223; Timbers sub-division $17,-

439; Hawtin sub-division $15,-
i93; balance of _municipality
and disposal plant $410,255,

making a total of $475,720.
These fizures raised more
questions as to finance and
the reeve stated -that, - based
on last year’s assessment, the
annual cost per thousand dol-
lars would be between $20 and
$25. However, the engineers
stated that the carliest the en-
tire system could be put into
operation, if -it were proceeded
with at once, would be the

(Continued on Page 13)

: case, O.P.P.

Convict Former
Businessman on
Serious Charge

Norman Farr, former local
appliance ddealer, now aperat-
ing from' his home on the
townline, west, was convieted
on a charge of indecent assault
when he appeared in Magis-
irgte’s court, Newmarket, on
Tuesday, and was “remanded
for sentence in custody.

Farr pleaded guilty to the
charge whey he appeared be-
fore Magistrate Hollinrake No
witnesses were called in the
Officer Case of the
Vandorf detachment p:m‘nlmg
the -evidence,

Former Resident
Diesin Winnipeg

The death occurred in Win-
nipeg on Monday, May 30th,
of Harry G. Banner, former
resident of Stouffville, - Alr,
Banner will be recalled by our
older residents as an employee
of the Jate W. H. Told, and
Mrs.. Banner, the former  Miss
Alitehell; who .survives 'him,
was organist at one time'of
the "'Llethndlst. Chu {:h m Sl{}uff-
ville. Funeral service is hemg
conducted in WEnm;mg {m
June 1st,

- =

Women's lnstltute Fifty Years Old

the
the

On "L‘.[cunda:,f
Stouffville - Branch
W;ﬂmen,s Jlnsu{ute 3
its 50th anniversary. More than
160 members from 12 branches
joined with Stouffville in mark-
ing the occasion. The President
e the local arganuatmn Mrs.
W..G. Sanderson, was in atten-
dance .along with the Vice-
President, Mrs. Les Wilson, the
Seeretary, Mrs. J. Willlamson
and the Immediate Past Presi-
dent, Mrs. Floyd Fairles,

The first meeting of the
Stouffville Branch was held .on
June 16th, 1905, at the home of
the late Mrs. Geo. Brodies, the
president, The late Mrs. L. C.
Williamson was Sec.-Treas,
and there were 24 members on
the roll. From this inaugural
meeting only two members are
known to he living, Mrs, Elias
Hoover and-Mrs. Pugh,

The .accomplishments: of the
Stouflville Branch during the
past half century have been
many both during the years of
World War I and-1I and in the
period that followed. The local
Branch has also heen- very
active in- promoting worth-
while projects in the town. The
public and high schools, the
park, the library, the legion
hall and many other projects
have all received financial
assistance through the gener-
osity of this organization. Re-
lief work both loecally and dis-
tant has been one of the Inst-
tute’s foremost considerations.
No appeal was loo large or
none too small to receive a
helping ‘hand from this group
vf workers, This orzanization
has done much to make Stoufi-
ville a hetter place to live both
economically, socially and
spiritually,

afternoon, -
of

-In the accompanylng pie-
tures.-Mrs, . Elias - Hoover, .a

fTville - Wcrmen s Institute,
cuts . the _anniversary.. c&ke.
More than 160 members from
12 local-branches -were-in at-
T.EI'I[idHEE I+‘mm left to right:

b -_.‘-I.

Camame s
s
T

*

L s

' F

alrs.
Hoover,

s F‘arthmm Mrs.- T.
Mrs, - ‘Elias  Hoover.

" grouped - amund ~the "head

. table, Mrs. 'E.” Hoover. 'isa

charter ‘member  while - the .

other ladies are life memberﬂ
" of- the nrg.mlmlmn 3

‘celebrated.... ﬂharwr memberof-the: Smut...,,:lnd. Ars::Ga HeSaunders.are-

s
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