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THIS-WEEK'S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON |

THE POWER OF THE
~ HOLY SPIRIT -
(Lesson for January 23)

Golden ‘Text—Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy
Ghost {s come npon jyou.

—Acts 18

THE LESSON AS A WHOLE
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D.

Approach to the Lesscn

The Bible has so much to say
2bout the Holy Spirit that .no
one has been able to deal ex-
haustively with this great
theme, As early as Genesis 1:2
we read about Him, and in the
last chapter of Revelation He
stiil appears.

Our Lord made several state-
ments about the Holy Spirit
which Indicate the reverence

.and the honor in which we
must” hold Him. Here {s one:
“Whasoever shall speak a word
agalnst the Son of man, it shall
be forgiven him: but unto him
-that blasphemeth against the
.Holy- Ghost it shall not be for-
given (Luke 12:10). We cannot
here discuss “the unpardonable
sin,”. but only draw attention
to this solemn verse to remind
ourselves of the profound sanc-
tity which surrounds the per-
son of the Holy Spirit. Then
there is the verse in our lcsson,
John 16:7: “It is expedient for
you that-I go away: for if I
20 not away, the Comforter will
not come unto you; but if I
depart, I will send him unto
You.” This surely indicates the
importance, in our Lord's view,
of the Holy Spirit's presence
with- His people, and should
stir 'in" us a very high regard
for the third person of the

Holy Trinity.

“The Holy Spirit has been
called “Christ’s other self.” Our
Lord spoke of Him as “another
Comforter”,- the one who was
to take His place with the dis-

ciples, but whose presence with |-

them would be superior in two
respects — He would remain
with .them, and that He would
be an Indwelling presence, and
s0 closer than the Christ of
the Incarnation. At the same
time, .the Holy Spirit did not
come’ to_supplant.the Lord, or

. even to.replace Him, but ra-

ther ‘to communicate the risen,
giorified Lord to His. people.
His entire work revolves ar-
ound ' Christ,” to make ‘Him
known, to make Him real to
faith. So He is not the rival of
the Lord Jesus, -but His second
presence, -His representative,
Hijs agent. '

" :We have-a solemn duty to be-
conie: aequainted with the -doc-

plateé i-the Godhead, His activ-
jitles In former ages, His pres-
ent. ministries in-this “age of
the Spirit.” 'Still more import-
amt, ‘it is our privilege and ob-
ligation ‘to enter into personal,
conscious, - vital relation with
the Holy Spirif, submitting' to
His; control, réceiving His guid-

. ance,-and Trealizing "His power.

But, the ‘more we ‘fulfill this
_satred -daty, 'the moré we shall
-find'. ourselves - ‘occupied- ‘with

the Lord_Jesus, knowing Him

better, sensing His presence
more ~deeply;, ‘and becoming
more like:Him.”“He" shall glor.
- Hy. me,” sald: Jesus, and His
work in.us is fulfilled as Jesy

L1
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Verso by Verse '
John :16:7—"It Is expedient
for you that I go away . . .
the Comforter . . . I will send
him unto you.” Sce what value
the:Lord "put upon the Holy
Spirit. Since the coming of the
; contingent upon
the Lord's going away (see
John 7:39), His departure was
actually for the ‘disciples’ pro-
Ait. Who would have dared say
that but the Lord Himself?

.. Verse §—"_ .. he will reprove
the world of sin: and of ‘right-
ecousness, and of judgzment.”
;The work of the Holy Spirit
Is, not to: convert” the world,
but to convict it,. with respect
to the three items here men-
tioned. This does not necessar-
ily, involve a deep sense of sin,
righteousness, and judgment in
the Individual. Where - that
takes place, it is usually In
preparation .for conversion.
This is a legal work.

*Verse 9-"0f :sin, because
they believe not' on me.” The
ground 6f convictlon is unbe-
-llef. So long as-men refuse to
believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, they are still “pilloried”
as sinners, As soon as they turn
in faith to Him, the conviction
is' withdrawn,

_Verse 10—"0Of righteousness,
because I go.to my Father.”
Christ” at God's right hand is
the only righteousness accept-

/ able to God for sinners, and to

Spirit points as alone suflicient
and avallable for men.

“Verse 11—"0f judgment, be-
cause. the .prince of this world
is judged.” The “prince of this
-world” s Satan, who stands

‘judged by the Cross of Christ.

The Cross Is the symbol of
God's - judgment upon all evlil,

.. and spells out the certain doom

of the Evil One, and of all who
take part with him" in_rebel.
Jon. © "7 .

LActs 21—*, . _ the day of

= Pentecast . . . all with one ac

¢bord In one “place.” The Hiﬁt
company - were  obeying the
promise of the Father” (Acts
1) Péntecost-was . fifty days
after the Passover,”

| i q,': vﬂ* 2"'"-‘“1 _+1', - Sﬂund - " ‘1- ﬂ‘l
.:._'ﬁt;n'rushlng_mlghty wind ...

filled all the housv.” The first
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of three phenomena accompa-
nyinz the advent of the Holy
Spirit. Just as the heavier notes
of a great organ fill every part
of a3 cathedral, so that opne ae-
tually feels the reverberaiion,
50 this sound lixe a mighty
wind filled the whole place, as
if heraldingz the coming of the
Spizit i

Verse 3—". .. cloven tongues
Iixe as of fire . . . sat upon
each of them.” The second
phenomena, divided tongues,
Iike flamees (it does not say
tongues  of fire), resting on
each of the group,

Verse 4—*, ., filled with the
Holy Ghost , . . 10 speak with
other tongues. . .” Compare the
vhrases used in I:5; 138, and
here, The best explanation
Zeems to be that several opera-
tions took place at once. Here
the emphasis is on the filling,
with the third accompanying
phenomenon, speaking in other
languages. |

Chap. 48", , . Peter, filled
with the Holy Ghost , . . Ye
rulers of the people , . ." This
does not mean that Peter had
been *unfilled” since 2:4 and
had to be refilled. But it was in
the power of the spirit's full-
ness that he spoke..

Verse 9—". . . the good deed
. . . by what means he is made
whole.” For the “good. deed”,
see J:1-8. It had become a test
case. - ' .
Verse 10—, . ., by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom ye crucified, whom God
raised from the dead ... doth
this man stand . . ., whole.”
Here is a fearless statement.
The name of a dead man could
nol empower such actions. Pe-
ter unequivocally charged the
Jewish leaders with the death

of Christ, and as boldly affirm-§ .
ed the action of God in raising|

Him from the dead. Here was
the secret of power—a risen,
living Lord. : ,

Verse 11—"This is the stone
. . which is become the head
of the corner.” A reference to
Psalm 118:22, quoted also by
our Lord in Matthew 21:42. -
- Verse 12—“Neither. is there
salvation' in any other , , ..
none other name , . . whereby
we must be saved.” The exclis-

lve claim which has stumbled|
many. Christ is not one of many|"

saviours, -but the only Saviour,
chosen of God, and. the only
one who has met the require-
ments .of saviourhood.

The Heart of the Lesson -

- Our Lord regarded the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit as a very
important event, So much Sso,

that He ‘declared His own-de-|-

parture, upon which the com-|
ing of ‘the“Holy Spirit was cony
tingent, “to be  profitable for
His disciples. Now ‘it was not
the mere event that our Lord
was -considering, but -the min-
istry which -the event would
initlate, In other. 'words, Jesus
told His disciples that the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit was of
more value to ‘them than' His
own Dbodily presence. That
woitld be hard for them to-ac-
cept, but -in the-light of His
death, resurrection, and. ascen-
slon, and the present work of
the Holy Spirit, we can see
why it v/as so. :
Our ' lesson portions present,
only a few of the manifold mi-

rorities of the Holy Spirit. The| - |

first is in-regard to the world,
stated: by our Lord in John
16:8-11. It is a ministry of con-
viction, with respect to three
matters—sin, righteousness gnd
judgment, Notice the ground of
this conviction, Men stand-.con-
victed of sin so long.as they
fail to believe on the Lord

Jesus Christ. Nothing short of}

the righteousenss of the Man
in the Glory is accepted by the
Holy Spirit. The Cross, which
sealed the judgment of Satan
and his hosts (John 12:31-33;
Col. 3:14, 13) is the guarantec
of judgment for the unbeliever,
as it Is the certainty of salva-
tlon-for:the bellever, This ‘min-
istry "of the Holy Spirit is not
necessarlly one of salvation. It
Is -stated as directed toward
“the world”, not particularly
toward the elect, It is rather of
a legal character, but in the
case of the elect it stirs to a
sense of need, .to repentance,

and faith. Such a ministry does |-

mean that when we testify to
men concerning sin, and right-
eousness, and judgment, we
have the backing of the Holy
Spirit. Js\not that why even
Felix trembled? (Acts 24:25).

The  promise was fulfilled.
On the day of Pentecost the
Holy Spirit came. Some re
markable demonstrations mar-
ked the great event—the mys-
terlous sound “as of a rushing
mighty wind,” the “cloven
tongues like as of fire,”" and
the speaking in other tongues.
The . essential feature of the
event, however, was that “they
were all filled with the Holy
Ghost.” This is what account-
ed for thelr startling advance
in understanding, in courage,
in power, and effectiveness, till
that puzzled, baffled, trembling
group was stirring all Jerusa-
lem and -challenging the very
rulers who had. condemned
Jesus to death, and thousands
were committing themselves to
the falth of the crucified, risen
Saviour, including great num-
bers of the priesis (Acis 6:7).

Nor was this the passing ex-
perience «of a moment.. These
Spiritfilled men suddenly be-
came th® real masters of Jeru-
falem. The atiempis of the

Sanhedrin to restrain them

o
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Birthday greetings to Mr.fsolation—Mrs, Elaine Trussell
Gordon Mortson for January

16; 1o Mr, Bill Sandle for Jan.
17; and to Miss Margaret Gee
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eveninz of last week. There
| were thirteen.tables of euchre.
Prize-winners were: Ladies —
(1) Mrs. Reid Brumwell; Con-

Gents: (1) Mr. Llovd Beaity;
Consolation—Mr, Reid Brum-
well and Mr. Rae Donaldson
(tied). Door prize-=)r, Harry
Barber. Spot Prize—Mr. Rse
Donaldson. Fellowing the re-
freshments square-dancing was
enjoyed. s o

A speedy recovery Is wished
for all in the community who
have been ill withk the colds

be seven vears old on
19, Belated birthdayy
to Miss Patsy Valli-
was seven years old

annual - party in the

were impotent. Men “filled withln
the Holy Ghost” do no: quail
before rulers, but give testi.
mony .10 the Lordship of Christ

with all
John did

these rulers
thougkt of themselves as God’s
representatives, in the role of
rebels against God. Look at the

phrase,

whom God
dead.” Here is conflict indeed.

But the
also the

12), for Jesus came, not to con-
demn, but to save.

nd the fiu.
The Young People held a
very enjoyable skating party at
Uhionville on Saturday eve-
ning. After the skating they re-
turned to the home of Misses
Shirley and Audrey Gee where
deliclous refreshments were
served. Following the refresh-
ments a short meeting was
held to have the election of
officers for 19535; Pres., David
Boynton; = Vice-pres., Denton
Brumwell; Secty-Treas.,, Ronald
Gee.

Master Johnny Wilson of To-
ronto spent several days last
week with his grandparents,

boldness, Peter and
not hesitate to deplct
of Israel, who

“whom ye crucified,
ralsed from the

tesitimony contains
word of salvation (v.

Community Hal* on Tuesdarr

Mr. and Mrs. John Empring:
kam. o i

Mr. and Mrs. Ceci! XNichols
spent the weekend with friends
at Smith’s Falls. - .

Mrs. Mumberson. of Barrie
visited a few days with Mr.
and Mrs. Liwson Mumberson.

Congratulations sre extended
to former residents of the com-
munity, M apd Mrs . Harry
Burton, on the birth of a dau-
ghter. - ' :

The annual meeiing of the
Sunday Schoo! was held in the
Sunday School room on Wed-
nesday evening ‘of last week.
Following is the list of officers
and teachers: - |

Supt., Mr. R. F. Boynton:
Asst. Supt, Mr. Douglas Gee:
Secretaries, Messrs Nelson Boy-
nton and -Wilbur Brumwell.
Treas., Mr. Roy Glover; Pianist,
Miss Coral Perkins: Assistants,
Several of the young people of

the Sunday School; Song Lead-]United and Lutheran Churches

er, Mrs. Nelson Boynton. .Tea.
chers—Beginner's, Mrs. S. Bo-
ynton and Mrs, P. Bennett:
Primary — Miss Shirley Gee;
Juniors—Mr. Lawson Mumber-
son;. Asst., Mr. Ray Bennett
and Mr. Harry, Barber; Inter-

L]

Asst, Yrs B, Perkins: Yourg
Ladiex, Miss Coral Perkins;
Asst., Mrs, Mumberson: Young
Men's, - Mr. Dougas Gee: Asst,
Mr. Barry King: Adult Class,
Mr, L. L. Xichols: Asst., Mr
Percy Bennett and Mrs. R F.
Bovnton.

The . Installation of Officers
of the Sunday School will be
held during the church service
next Sunday, January 16, at
230 pm.

The regular monthly meet-
ing of the W.A. will be held in
the Sunday School room on
Wednesday - evening, Jan. 19,

will be Mrs, Startt, wife of Dr.
Startt, M:E Startt is a sister
of Mrs, Dalton, Rumney. A
hearty invitation is extended
to all the ladies in the com.
munity to attend, .
The annual Sundav™ School
Convention will be held in the

Et Unionville on Thursday, Jan.
20.

The annual meecting of the
Toronto Centre Presbyterv of
the W.A. will be held in Fair-
lawn United Church on Friday
Jan. 21, commencing at 10 a.m.

ai 8 o'clock. The guest speaker|

inz of the Miszlon Band will be
held in the Sunday Schoo!l room
on Saturday afrternoon, Jan, 15,
at 230. All the children in the
community are invited to come.
Mr. and Mrs. Percy Bernett
and Ray spent Saturday with
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Cook and
Florence of Lansing.

Mrs. Poe of Toronto visited
several davs last week with

r. and Mrs. Gordon Harmon
and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Merrill Johnson
of Headford had Sunday eve
ning dinner with Mr. and Mrs.
Percy Bennett and Ray. L

Mr, and Mrs, P W, Willows
and Mrs. B. Plews spent Sun-
day with friends at Uxbridge.

party in the Comuaunity Hall
on Tuesday evening, Jan. 18,
ai § o'clock. It will be sponsored
by the Hall commitiee. A hear-
tv  invitation is extended 1to
everyone to attend. Good prizes!

The yearend school holidays
alwaysz sort of ruin the three
Rs= for mom—rest, relief and re-
laxation.

e

The least considered man of

mediates, Mrs. Cecil Nichols;

The regular monthly meet-

There will be another euch.re't 3

the year is the taxpaver.-
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Rexall Drug Store °
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PHONE 223

- We.are celebrating our 59th year
 public of Stouffville and Co
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This is the biggest & most money saving sale we
- have ever had. Many lines below our cost.

) S — - - - - — ) " w— —

mmunity under the same name

B W ey

N s ], ], ], s ], s 1,

L

3

.Iﬁ'

l

Ty




