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Independent
Phone Pioneering
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It !s aimnat a ceriainiv that
the -first -telephone insiallation
in York County, outside of To-
ronto,. was In Newmarket. :

- In October, 1879, S. A. Rus-
- &ell & Co. of Newmarket, leased
-from Prof, Bell two Instruments

ihat were used on a private c¢ir-
dcult In Ma} 1880, the writer's

parents toox him.to Newmar-
ket .and while In Danforth

Roach & Co./s store we saw u

man speahing into a2 hole in a

box’ that was attached to the

wall. We were looking at a

1e;eph¢ne being used, and the
ﬂﬂﬂﬂgmg clerk allowed my fa-

~ther to speak to a man in Dan-
forth Roach & Co.'s store In

Aurora, This telephone line was

not for public use, but it was a

*long distance Hne. probably the

first in.York County.

‘. In'1889 Dr. G. A. Langstaff of

Thornhill made application 0

Markham Townshlp Council

_for- permisiion to erect a tele-

phone: line along the public

highway, to Buttonville, Per-
~mission was granted. '

- Dr. Langstaff and his asso-
ciates. had erected a line from

f Thornhill to Edgley, on the 5th
fnncessiun of - Vaughan—before

.undertaking the extension to

' Buttonville, This was probably

the first attempt at independ-

.ent lélEphﬁnE service on.a com-

‘mercial basls. in York County.

Dr.. Langstaﬁ was . the r.-hief
{ pramﬂter of this’ te!ephnne S¥3

Viemand gave his personal ‘at-

tEntian to "keeping the system
in .repalr.: By the end of 1801
. there- .we:-e fifteen telephones
attacheﬂ tn thé Lang:tafr Sys-
tem, :

‘Within a few :,ears D{' Lang—
staff- mlgrated ‘to’ the United
Etaies. ‘and when he had de-
partEd there "was: ‘no’ person

J Who was willing to . undertake

the duty of caretaker, The sys-
tem: fell-into disrepair and fin-
ally became' defunct. The good
people:of-the Thornhill district
had-not: bEtﬂme telephone con-
Copclons, v b

In fthe 1933, re:_:mrt nt‘ 'I‘he
Ontario % \Iunimpal Board re

¥ L4

Vs v'Telephone- Systems™ there are

Il;led..., ve .independent . tele-
phune *syatems in c»peratmn,

w-that=-were: -organized -previous

Y

10- 1900, nEmEl}""‘sIamtnuhn &
North Shore Telephone & Téle-
graph _Co,, 1892; Beatty .Tele-
phone ~System, 1893; Sprague
T EIEphunﬂ Co., IEBE The Gillies
‘Telephone . S}'stem 1899; The,
‘I‘nrt Hope Telephone Cﬂ., 1899.
ok evious.-to 1000, the develop-
ment of telephane service in
rural ‘districts "was almost nil.
Rural-dwéllers were timid ab-

{out.d underiahing so formidable

an’ enterprlse as the construe-
*tion‘ of ~'a" telephone system,
" while the’ Bell ‘Telephone peo-
ple '.-.ere indifferent since their

*cumpany was fully Enlplm'ed

in’ de'.elcrping service in cities
~and.in-connecting those cities
by long-'distance circults, -

. ::However, a desire for tele-
phone ‘service: was growing in
rural ;districts and here and
there: individual.-, began to take
m:tmn:dn 1902 Dr. Eastwood
of Claremont constructed a sys-

s tem that was extended towards

*Goodwood. Very soon Dr. Dar-
- ling ‘of Gmﬂwund reciprocated
Ly -erecting - a rival system,
while* Dr,'. Ralph Brodie and

- his biéther, "Charles who was

)

)

1d '~veteﬁnar}* surgeon and also
lived in .Claremont, erected
siill. another telephane system
out of Claremont,

;ln 1902 .Mr. Alpheus Hoover
of Green. River became the’ lea-
der *In- organizing a telephone
‘43sociation to_serve the Brou-
gnam-l.ncust H1lL - Whitevale

area. This association appmacn- Mock had resigned and had been

“&( the CPR requesting permis-
sion’ . to ‘Install one of théir
phunea In-the Locust Hill sta-
tlon; This. request started a
chain ,of causes and effects that
w3as s0 important that it can be

- regarded as a milestone in ru-

W
1

1ral telephone development.
Mr. Hoover was informed by
. the CPR that his request cnu]d
6t be granted without the con-
sent of The Bell Talephone Co,
because that company had the
~ exclusive right to_install tele-
_prones In all CPR siations,
~Mr.m Hobver .and  hls- &ssocl-
ll&s, would probably have ac¢
cepted the sltuation as some-
thing”:that was beyond thelr
wer -to remedy, but Mr. V.
. MdéLexn, M.P, for East York

~and. pwblisher of The Toronto

~ World;- became Interested. Mr.
\!cLun was also an advocats
“of state. ownership of -public
uumtes On every count the

j Lozust’ Hill s:ation- telephone

incldent was ple” for.Mr. Me
- Lean,’and he ‘chanipioned the
cause of.thoase who were en-
daavering to establish teie
phone- service in rural areas.
He discussed the matter in his
newspaper, from the platform
and oa the floor of Parliamient.
= Sir Willlam Mulock was at
-that. time Posimaster General,
and from him Mr. McLean o
uined a s;mpa:hedcﬂ heacing,

lhuu‘h the two men belongéd

Ten year old Betty Walker,
dauzhter of Mr. and Mrs. Hlil-
llard Walker of Box Grove is
-epurted to b2 in satisfactory
condition in the 7Toronto, East
General Hospital following a
snooting accident. on Christ-

Matkham Tp. Police Rush |
10-Yr.-01Id Girl to Hospital
After Shooting Accident

Man Must Pay for

mas Day. Seven year .old.Jim-

o T J_I'-H:'-'

my Walker pulled the trigger
of -his older brother's 22 calibre
rifle and the -bullet smashed
thrnugh his sister's teeth and
lndged in the roof of her mouth.
-{The injured girl was rushed by
Markham Twp. ‘Police Consta-
ble Don "Dukes to° hospital:- at
speeds up_ to 90 m.p.h. An em-,
ergéncy operation, was. . per-
formed. to remove the. bullét.

Sev enteen year ﬂlt[ Kenneth
Walker and a boy firiend, Jim
Bejari; -had been using the. gun
for . target practice* He later

brought -the loaded “gun, into
the house when .the .family

were preparing to. sit down for
their Christmas dinner. Follow-
ing the'shooting, Mrs. Walker
tried de.:.petatety to -summon a
doctor® but none were av allable.

.. WEDDING :

STE WART-—SCHELKE |
“The- -marriage i3 *annﬂunced
1}[ Gﬁr{inn 5. Stewart; son of
late‘Wm. A. and Mrs. W _'a.
Suewart, = Cainsville, ™ o™ Mary
Jane ‘Schelke, ‘daughter of ithe
late Fradi H. and Mrs. Schelk
Gormley, by Rev. Harold: Frid,
Tt}rﬂtllﬂ on Den. 23rd, 19;:-1

to opposite political ¢amps.
The appointment of a special
Select Committee on Telephone
Systems was sponsored 'by the
government, This committee
collected an immense. amount
of information; Ameong. other
things, that the G.I.R. as;well
as the CPR had an agreemem
with the Be:l ‘Telephone Co.
giviig to that' company the ex-
clusive right -to install  tele-
phones in GTR stations. - -
The. Government -took action,
carrying . through : legislation
ovor-riding the above-mentien-
ed - exclusive -clauses and plac-
ing the installation of _tele-
phones in railway stations ‘un-
der the jurisdiction of the Do-
minion Railway Board, -now
the Board of Transpciﬂatinn.
This legislation was of the high-
est importance, The activity of
the, Government created an at
mosphere of .expectancy. The
opinion. grew that the Govern-
ment contemplated ,operating
long--distance teieph"one busi-
ness, leaving to municipalities
or to private enterpise, local
telephone service,, .
Suddenly, like a “Dolt 'from
the blue”, the ‘announcement
wgis made that Sir William :Mu-

appointed Chief Ju:m:t: of . On-
tario. At the time of Sir Wm’'s
résignation, it was rumored,
among his constituénts, that he
had resigned because, the Gov-
ernment would not go as far
as, he desired, in tlelephone leg-
islatlon. Thls rumor may have
been .groundléss, yet his resig-
nation had come with sta rtling

suddenness,
The rebufl that the CPR had

given to independent telephone
promoters” at: Locust. Hill, the
agitation conducted by Mr. Mc-
Lean,. the debates, In Parlia-
ment, the proceedings of the

Systems, had impressed the
pub‘ﬂc and—In rural districts—
had fanned the smoldering de-
ilre for telephone service, Like
a conflagration the, rural areas
were swept by a wave of tele-
phnne development. Independ-
ent® _telephone  azsociations,
folnt siock companies, munici-
pal- syvstems, came h':o Mlng
on.every hand.

A new era had nrriwd In
rural .Canada: soclzl and eco-
nomic life experienced a.revo-
lutton. This grea: transforma-
ton—and it 'was great — was
wrought by men ' who were
ndvices In felephony. These
men :explored, they venture:l,
they .made serious pistakes,
they paid for thejr mistakes—

P

11949, William *\Westney,

Township Trees, - -
Judge Rules = &

A communication presented
at the last regular meeting of
Uxbridge Township Council
from AOW.S., Greer, informed
council that Judge Pritchard
found the municipality entirely
right in demanding payment
from J. W. Walker of the Gth
con. for certain trees cut by
the hydre road allowances

adjacent to his property and
which Mr. Walker had re-
moved to his own farm and

later cut into lumber. It was
the decision of the court that
Walker must pay the township
3400 and court expenses,

Reeve Geo. Todd
Seeks Wardenship
Of Onfario County

Reeve Geo. Todd c:F Picker-
ing Township for ‘three years
reeve and one year deputy-
reeve, has indicated  that -he
will seek the wardenship of
Ontario County, next year. In
reeve
 of thenng, was named war-
den.” .
At the closing session uf
Ontario County Council it
appeared that three reeves
wquld be in'the field, for.the
101st” wardenship. L

‘Reeve Harry Peel of Port
Een;.r also stated that he would
be in the running. He has also
repre:.-.ented his muniecipality
for three years on county coun-
cil. The last reeve from Port
Perry -to be named warden was
Meri ‘Letcher, 17 ‘vedrs ago.

JFrom. away back in Rama
Township, , th 8 Jfarthermost
township .in nthe courty, Reeve
Wilfred. Hart has indicated he
will‘try to bring .the warden-
ship 1o his mummpalng Thea
last - warden to come. fram |
Rama was named 74 3,&31--:; ago,
in 1880. ;

The 1955 warden, who will
preside when Gmarm County
observes | its centenmal next
year, will be -elected by the
members of the.county.council
in the afternoon of January 1S.

A gold "watch hds been pre-
sented to the 1euun= Warden
of Ontario County  on the
occasion of the closing session
of the Ontario County Council,
Reeve Rae M. Ferguson'of the
town of - Uxbridge, the oldest
sitting member of the council,
presented Warden Garnet Wii-
son of Cannington ,with a
watech as a token of .ésteem
from his fellow members of
council.

In mal-.mg the plﬂ.ﬁEl‘ltatlﬂﬂ,_

4 THE MANAGEMENT & SMFF
| THE STOUF'F“ILLE TRIBUNE

>, .Here ches annther brand new year...
May it pruve richly rewardmg to ycru and yours :
in good health, happiness and the fulfi liment
nf your most dearly chenshed des:res. |
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fair and efficient
‘u‘uaulen

Reeve Fer zuson,

Extensmn of Fairview

as the session drew to a close
at noon, Reeve Ferguson said
that .the  watch was beéing. pre-
sented. as -a ‘token of- apprecia-
tion Iﬂ'r the ledders I’H[} and: lh*..
manne:'
which . he had .occupied the
chair: *this past_ year.,.
urmg h:_a,. term ‘in office, said
W arden \‘.’11_
son had aﬂ{.ﬂmphahed much, in-
cluding the “beginning of the

Lu_ﬂffe

.. NOTE

Stoufiville Rel: ul

allow .

Eve. ..

merce nlso announce

storekeepeérs will he’
" next  Tuesday -~
Jian, dth at 2.30,

store hours forr 1955.°

+

The Mérchants’ Commil-
tee of the Chaniber of Com-

. SHOPPERS'

\[ér

ch.mts announce that thcn-

plntﬁ of .business: will lm
closed this Friday’ m}:ht to
staffs and - manage-
ment to enjoy New Year's

that

a special meeting for™ all

held

afternoon,
{o 'ilis.'gllss'

Claremont Farmer is

Top Corn Grower

- Ontario- County Emn Grow- are as fﬂllﬂ‘ﬂ-::.:

ers have chalked up some
imprezsive yields in their first
contest held this past vear. The
top vield of 132 estimated bus-
hels per acre was grown by Mr,
Bob Lewis, Claremont, R.R.3.
Seven of the twenly growers
enrolled in the club had yields
of over 102 bhushels while the
average for the whole was S8
bushelS per acre.

At the Club Banquet held in
the school house, Altona, the
winners were presented wlia
their awards.

Mr, Norman Lehman, Chair-
man.of the Ontario County
Corn Club was in the chair. In
his remarks Mr, L.ehman point-
ed out that the name of the
¢lub would have to be changed

Sélect Commitice on Telephdnéas the 5 Bushel mark they had

zet had been surpassed by most
of the club members.

In the absence of Mr. H, L.
Fair, Agricultural Representa-
tive, Mr. John Gill, Assistant
‘Agricultural  Represeniajive,
announced the prize winnersy-
and czlled on the various don-
ers to present their prizes.

The head table guesis were
introduced by Mr. Norman
Hogg, Uxbridge " R.R2. The
various doners were warmly
thanked for their support dur-
ing the year by  Larry Doble,
Uxbridge. R.R.3.

A filea on the Impanance of
fertilizers was shown by Mr.
Wm. Weir, Agriculture Repre-
sentailve {rom Omemee.

The re-tum of the Ontarlo

.and. forged a..:.ad.

Gounty “¥5 Bushe] -Corn th

19th—Almer

‘Address

Rennle, Black-

., water, R.R.L
'?E}'Jl—JacI-: Morgan, Claremont,

-
r L]
L2

Ml winning wvarieties

R.R.L

were

Funks except 3. 4. 7, and lath

which were.DeKaldy,

in.

_lr’_

Name
1st—Bob -Lewis, Claremont,
A R.R.3.
Ind—raul Wellman, Clare-
£ . * mont, R.R3.
Sl'd;Larry Doble, Uxbridge,
R.R.3.
-Ith—HﬂIph Veitch, Uxbridge,
R.R.1.
5th—Joe Nighswander, Clare-
‘mont, R.R.3
6th—Mel Johnson, Elaremnnt
: - R.R.3.
. 7th—Norman HDEE. b_‘thgt;tge, _
Sth—Frank’ Beﬂb_v Clare-
- - mont, R.R.3.
{ith——\arman Lehman, Clare-}
. moni, R.R.2.
HLh——EEr“ Lewis, Stouflville,
- R.R.A.
11th—Lloyd Wideman, “Stoufl-
'.*1Ile R.R.2. |
12th—Walter Carter, Clare-
. mont, R.R.3.
Ti e—.‘hlla': Meyers, Clarem%m,
™ ' I{ il
ch-_-.la:nes Tﬂmpkins Lix-
:pridge, R.R.1,
lmh—ﬂrval Fretz, Claremont,
. . RRJ.
16 n-—Fdaar PaIIard .Uxbridge,
. » '~ RR.IL
h.h—‘u S. Ferguson, R.R3
1sth—Murray Dunkeld, .Clare-
mont, R.R.2.

Consumphon of
Hydro Climbmg
Tremendousl

Sl -.....-_u 'b: oy e ity < Sl Yy

n:ump{_nn ﬂf h} dro’ pm'. er
h_v Stﬂuﬂ‘vﬂla X cmmum&m » has
mgre ~ than.tripled 'during. the
last, ten years. At that time the
mmuhiy aﬂcuunt vuh lhe
Ontario system . for power used
was -three . to. fuur- ]mndred
hﬂi‘aEI}ﬂWEI' Tuday that con-
sumption has passed the ﬁfteun
hundred .. horsepower maxk
L1]-:em.aeta bill of eight to nine
hundred _ dollars a month has
risen .in \ﬂvember 10 nearly

$4;f::ﬂﬂ :-.i.ngi fc;r heéélﬁhé;*' will no
‘| doubt ' ecost . ¢he - local - Utility
Commiission $5,000. ;

Cpnslderable Lhy dro.work is
being dﬂne at-the present time
hetween ‘here and the. city and

a:major. shutdown -in. service s
expected to be :announced in
next week’s issue:of this news-
paper. Markham Rural main-| g
tenance men are also presently
engaged., in making ready for
important phase cchanges in the
Stouffville system - and some
interruptions are anticipated
within the next;few ..months,
New poles are being . erected,
several new_transformers, and
ﬂnmplete new  lines- w 11! be
strung fmm Church Et -east.

.| Debra ' ‘Beelby,:

-was~inade~im *the-Claremont

|Child

Crash Vlctlm Buried

Tuesduy at Cluremom‘
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‘ham in whtch her

. The C-:rmmumtv ﬂf ‘Claremont
pa:d its final respects to: little
15-month-old
daughter .of Mr. -and Mrs. Don-
ald Beelby,  killed on- Friday
evening, Christmas . Eve,: fol-
lowing a_two-car. collision -on
No. 7T highway east of Locust
Hil. Although her parents. had
mcenﬂy moved to & new home
in Toronto, Debra remained in
Claremont ‘and was ‘living with
her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs,

Robert Beelby. The funeral ser-
vice was held at‘their home on
Tuesday. afternoon, conducted
by Rev, H. Lackey of the Clare-
mont ~ . United. .Church: - Burial

Union' Cemetery.” The: pallbear-
ers were Misses - Sandra-Ann

Hill; Sandra Davis, Eetty Red-
shaw and Joyce Norton®

-Mr. and Mrs. Donald- Beelby.
FPhyllis Beelby-and .the driver
of the-other auto, Mr. Bérnard
Coughlin, : Hope: 5t Toronto,
were rushed 'by - ambulance -to
the Toronto. General Hospital.
Mr. Beelby ' was . released. on
Sunday. Mrs. Beelby .and Phyl-
{1is ‘are expected lmme Iater this
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Dehra—Ann Hea!hy ched in two-car crash near Marlt-
parents and . -aunt ‘were m_]ured. 7

week ' o
"Mr..and Mrs. Dﬂnald Heelhy T
were drnmg from ‘Toronto 'to
Claremont where they planned
to spend Christmas. Day. with .
his. ‘parents. - According: to: Pro-
vineial -Police, ‘the. wesr.bﬁund
Enughlm car mls;udged a curye
in the  highway. 'and.’ smashed
head-on into the . Beelby vehi-
cle, Debra was thrown through
the wmdshzeld from- the force
of the impact.: Mr.- Ken - ‘Beelby,
a cousin, and Mr. Willis Turner
both from- Green: River,  were
two .of .the. ﬁt‘st -to reach the

‘accident” scené. They.. aided i

freeing the injured from -their |
cars..The~ hﬂme, nf:‘.{r
LeVett-was- turned into" a tem-
porary ‘emergency- first-aid-sta.
tion. Ambulaices  from- Picker-
ing, Agihcourt and Markham
later rushed the mJured to- hns-
pﬂ,al BOEERE

o Ir.ﬂ-

E
[

- Mr.- and Mrs; Walter' Hall nf
{}nlha and -Mr,.and. Mrs.. Ray

Wirburton and childrenof To-

ronto spent . Christmas . with
their par nnts, ;\Ir. aml "'I.[r-s Ira
Burkhﬂlder :
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. Mr.” Wm. Drew, retiring
Claremont CPR station agent,
was honored -recently at a
.community presentation, Mr.

-and M7s. Dfew.were présent-

" ed.with-a floor !amp. a. {':h{-“'-

terfield chalr, 3 clothes hiam- _
per and bath -towels, Mr.,
Drew has been siation agent
at-Claremon: _for  the. pas:

| "i" . "'\-."i'l!":l‘i by -JI

! _“-f'ﬁ-‘:'h_q:’._h:"\.:.- \-..
.I. . : plien e

nine wvear:s, They will move
1o Pelerhoro at the end of
this month. Pictured abhove is
-formér- roadmaster, Mr. - Levi -
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I.Inlan l.’r’l ht‘.l hidding fare-
well thr, Drew. Sume of

-the .beautiful ‘gifts' may.. ) I

-seen’ in_the- m:earwnd Babery
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