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‘Bﬂcause Christmas time is reserved for

very special greetings—we want

STOUFFVILLE
PLANING MILL

to take this opportunity to thank our many patrons
for their continued Ir_iendship and .
good-will . ..and add, too, in'a great big measure—
our sincere wishes that the spirit of the |
season may remain a lasting joy for you and yours

throughout the coming New Year.

THIS WEEK’S SUNDAY
SCHOOL LESSON

WISE MEN SEEK JESUS

Golden Text. — Ye shall seek me,
and find me, when ye shall
gearch :for me with all your
heart.—Jer. 29:13
THE LESSON AS A WHOLE

Approach- to the Lesson

' This last lesson of the year finds

us with thoughts of Christmas
still in our minds — tender mem-
ories of friends seldom seen ex-
cept at that time, happy. recollec-
tions of many kindnesses, but,
above all, thoughts of a Saviour
who stooped -to our flesh in order
to give Himself to the death of the

cross” for our salvation. Perhaps
we have begun to use some of the
gifts we received, but every one of
these gifts has reminded us of the
greater Gift, and we have exclaim-
ed, “Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift!” %

Our lesson today reminds us
that there is another direction for
the bestowal of gifts. Christ 1s
God’s gift to us, and we give gifts
to each other in. celebration of
that, but -surely we have some-
thing to lay at the feet -of the
Lord. The fact is, we are bound to
give Him something, good or ill,
even as in the days of His flesh
gifts of various sorts were brought
to Him, from the gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh of -the Magi to
the nails and the crown of thorns,
the gifts. of hate. Of those who

thus gave to Him, in whose com-
these - little

pany are we? Let
verses help us answer.:

-

They -limugh-t' their gifts, ‘those

sages from afar,
Of frankincense,
purest gold,

To grace the King whose birth, so

long foretold,
Was heralded at last by
star. - - .

She brought her perfume, liquid

nard so rare

In alabaster cruse: the ‘house -was

filled
With fragrance,
- love she spilled

Her sweet oblation on -His temples

fair. ' 5

They brought their off'ring: thorns

and myrrh, and

yonder

as with lz_wish

#  om o

.......

L. E. O°NEILL

Stouffville, Ontario

We're sending you loads of wishes of joy, good health and
| ~ pood cheer for the Holiday Season . ..and
'thnu;;-,h they're delivered on Christmas, they're good
- for all theqdé}'s of the New Year.

|and ... bring

-

to, wreathe His brow, ’
Nails for His hands and feet, a
spear to pierce

we disavow.

His heart with sorrow torn, as
. loud and fierce )
They ralsed their ery, “This manl
PE -
|

Thev bring their-tribute
courts above,
Ascribing to the Lamb who once

was slain

in the
-, F

Salvation, honor, laud, and vast
domain. '

Wide as the reaches of His bound-|
less love

I bring my gift today: a heart
subdued

By love divine; a life laid at His
feet

In consecration jovous and com-
plete;

A soul redeemed by blood, by

grace renewed.

Verse by Verse ‘

Matt, 2:1.—"There came. wise
men from the east to Jerusalem.”
The Wise Men, or Magi, were
probably priests of the monothe-
istic faith of Zoroaster. True seek-
ers after God, they were led to the
true Light.

Verse 2—"\Vhere is he that is
born King of the Jews? for we
have seen his star,” There were
those in the Gentile world also
looking, not for a king of the Jews,
but for the King of the Jews, and
God put this sign in the heavens
for the guidance of these men of
faith. See QGenesis 1:14; Numbers
24: 17,

Verse 3. — “Herod was
troubled.” Not only because he
feared a rival to the throne; but
because the arrival of God’s
anointed, the Messiah, heralded
judgment, and his sin cried out to
heaven. But why should “all Jer-
usalem” be troubled at the news
of the birth of their King? They
were already prepaving to cry,
“Away with him ™

Verse 4.—“He demanded of
them where Christ should be
born.” He was not mistaking the
message of the Alagi. Herod was
not a Jew, so turned to those who
knew the Scripture for his infor-
mation,

Verse 5—“In Bethlehem of Ju-
dea.” Apparently they answered
richt off. They knew their Scrip-
tures well enough to answer with-
out looking up a Bible dictionary
or concordance. The designation
is clear,. to distinguish this Beth-
lehem from~its namesake in Zebu-
lun, only seven miles from Nazar-
eth. ™ :

Verse 6.—“Out of thee shall
come a Governor, that shall rule
my people, Israel”” The quotation
is from Micah 5:2, But turn to the
prophecy and see®what is declared
of this Governor. He is the Ever-
lasting One! !

Verse 7. —- “Then ‘Herod

inquired’ . .. what time the star
appeared.” He was leaving no
stone unturned in his inquiry.

Time and place were both impor-
tant.

Verse 8—"Go and search .
me word again,
that 1 may worship him.” What
subtle hypocrisy! The Magi now
went under royal warrant as well
as by the urge of the Spirit.

Verse 9—"The . star went
hefore them, till it . . . stood over
where "the young child was.”

Reason directed them to Jerusa-
lem, and they were wrong. Revela-
tion directed them unerringly. It
is hetter to follow the light from
Heaven than the_.sparks -of our
own wisdom.
Verse 10.—“When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy.” It gave them assurance
that they were “in the way,” and
that .they had not traversed the
weary miles in vain. '
" Verse 11.—"Into the house ...
worshipped . . . gold, and frankin-
cense, and myrrh.” Notice, it was
not the stable. That only served
till better quarters could be found.
Even so, the scene must have been
a humble one, but that did not
deter the Eastern sages from be-
stowing royal and divine honors
on the child.

Verse 12—“And being warned
of God in a dream ... they de-
parted another way.” These
men were open to God's leading,
and God, who had graciously led
them to the Light, would-not per-
mit them to be the unconscious
insl;umems of Satan.

The Heart of the Lesson

When Peter saw God's dealings
with Cornelius, he exclaimed, “Of
a truth 1 perceive that God is no
respecter of persons: but in every
nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness is accepted
with him” (Acts 10:34, 339). The
Magi are just such anofher case.
They were ohedient to the light
they had and searched for more
light. They . might be likened to
Melchizedek and Job, men who
were not of the Chosen people, but
whose -hearts God had stirred to
seek after Him. But, just as in the
case ol - Cornelius, God did not
leave _the seeker groping in half-
light, so with the Magi. God saw]
the reaching-out faith of Cornelius
and brought the word of Christ
upon which to rest it. So God saw
the seeking faith of the Eastern
sages, and turned it into a resting|
faith—resting on the person of the
T.ord Jesus.

Many  believe that DBalaam’s
ancient prophecy (Num. 24:17)
was the basis of the expectation of
these men. God did not fafl their
expectation, but threw a star into
the sky to herald the coming of
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RENNIE'S TRANSPORT
Phone 121, Stonffrille
Sand, Grarvel. L-oan* L

Screened Stone any size
Dally Service to Toronto
Phone WA. 9003. Toronto
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AUCTIONEERS |
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SELLERS & ATKINSON
Ph. Agin. 301w2 ° Ph. Stouff. 363
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS

25 Years Experlence
Sales conducted anywhere. Specializ-
ing in Farm Stock, Furniture, and
Property Sales. All sales personally |
listed and advertised. Bills prepared
and posted.
No sale too big or too small.

_—

KEN & CLARKE PRENTICE

AUCTIONEERS

Licensed and authorized for the
Counties of York and Ontario.

Farm Stock, Implements, Household
Furniture, Real Estate Sales our
specialty at fair and reasonable
rates — dual service for the price
of one.
Milllken P.O., Ph. Agincourt 52w3
Markham P.O., Ph. Markham 206
Prentices have been established
auctioneers since 1830,

A. S. FARMER
Iicensed Auctioneer’

York County, Uxbridge & Pickering
Townships., Farm Stock and
Furniture Sales a specialty.
Address : Gormley P.O.
Telephone : Stouffville 673132
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REAL ESTATE
T L S s 2 R PO —t
i ' Consult
J. A. Willoughby & Sons

. for

Complete Real Estate Service
Head Office Toronto
156 Yonge St. AD. 0606

—City and Country Homes
—Farm and Small Acreages
—Industrial & Business Properties

HARVEY MOYER

is your .local representative
" Phone. 83]1 Stoufiville

When Buying or Selling

REAL ESTATE.

Farms, Residences, Business °
Properties
Contact

GEORGE W. ALLISON

Reg'd Real Estate Broker,
* " Phone 87j1

- ERNEST RIDOUT
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Head office 1172 Bay St.
tfor _ .
Farms, Homes or any kind of'
Property, consult —
STAN HASTINGS
63715 Stouffville or Rich. Hill 613
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FUNERAL 'DIRECTORS
T ———T LD e
L. E. O'NEILL

| STOUFFVILLE |
FUNERAL DIRECTOR ANT
EMBALMER

Continuons Telg&p!mn& Service
Day or Night

Phone Stouffville 98w1
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. J. W. DIXON .
Funeral Director
Private- Ambulance
Markham
KINDNESS. COURTESY & SERVICE

TELEPHONE ‘90

Markham | - Ontario
T I TIT IR LRI LR

MARIE JACK HAIRDRESSING
LILOYD AVENUE

StonfTville
PERMANENT WAYVING
Machine, Machineleass, Cold Wave
Halr-astyling and Shaping -
Phone 176wl

_ MONUMENT WORKS
Stoufiville

- Orders Promptly Executed
P. Tarr. Proprietor
Telephone 89j2

WW'
Stoutfville Machine
& Tool Works

~ Telephone 233
Rear of C.N.R. Station

Electric and

Acetylene Welding |
FARM MACHINERY

DENTAL . -

NEIL C. SMITH, L.DS., D.DS

~ Graduate of
UNIVERSITY OF TOROXNTO

Office over Canadian Bank of
Commerce.

Telephone 167, Stoufiville
¥ a .'H.

E. S. BARKER, L.DS. D.DS.

Honor Gradvate of Unlrersity
of Toronto e

ﬂﬂ(‘; over Harold's Grill
Phﬂne 274w Stouffrille

MEDICAL
—
‘ DR. S. S. BALL

Physician and Surgeon
X-RAY

OFFICE: Corner of O'Brien & Mailn
Phone 196

Coroner for York County

DR. F. J. BUTTON

Stouffville, Ontario
ITE]EBhﬂEE 371

X-RAY
Hours—Daily 9 t0o 12 a.m.
-Tuesday, Thursday. Saturday

evenings 7-9 p.m.
and by appointment.

Office over Button Blk. :

DR. HERBERT B. FREEL
Physician

Telephone 164 X-Ray

Daily, except Sunday,
9 to 12 a.m.

Tuesday, T‘hursdﬁy,‘ Saturday,
- 7 to 9 p.m.

Hours :

A. C. KENNEDY

Chiropractor
Church Street - Stouffville

‘Monday and Friday
" '9'to 12 am.

OPTOMETRIST -

'E. A. GRUBIN, R.O.

OPTOMETRIST
Picton - Stouftville _

sent to Picton will be taken care of

GARNET V. GRAY, R.O. -
OPTOMETRRIST 1

Evening by appointment.
EVERY TUESDAY

RESIDENCE OF LLOYD GRAHAM
(Opposite ‘Dr. Freel's Residence)

Plione 8tw3 for appointment

INSURANCE
e T T R e g g g, TP R R
BIRKETT & SON
Genéral Insurance Agency .

_ S_tnuffﬂlle. Ontario
Insurance in reliable companies at
- reasﬂnah_le rates.
Prompt Service
Phones : 269w1 and 269w2

H. 0. KLINCK
_ Phone 44w3 -  Stouffville

Fire, Auto, Burglary, Siﬂkﬁe'aa, and
Accident, Fidelity Bonds

- @experience.

Strength and Service Unexcelled

F. G. ALSOP
Insurance :

FOR EVERY PURPOSE
Phone 50w2 .-
TAXI SERVICE

- F. M. PUGH
Phone 38w2 " Stounftville
GENERAL INSURANCE

The protection of one's dependenta’
should be the first business of life—
hence life Insurance,
Representing the Mutual Life of

Canada, .
— Prompt & Courteous Service —

-1

Jt's just common sense
To buy Co-Op insurance
For information call

John Sytema
Newmarker 21154
(or your local Co-0Op)

FFIRnY e L L I g
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SAND & GRAVEL
LIMITED

are prepared to supply you-

requirements of Crushes
Gravel, Sand, Concrete Gravel

Pit Run, dellvered or 3t th-

bin.

i Plant Phone — IE;'I- :
OfMce Phones — B70 and 12A

Machinery Repairs

lthalz one so long foretold.

wmww

Oflice l.murs 0.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m.

bl-21 -

Office Closed Until April. Repairs .=
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