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TEA & COFFEE

THE GLORY OF SOLOMON'S
EMPIRE (Temperiance)

Colden Text.—A man’s life consist-
eth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth.

Approach to the Lesson

. It is not an unmitigated Kindnéss
to leave to a son wealth which he
has done nothing to earn, or 10 in-
troduce him to a position.to which
he has not striven to attain. Lack-
ing the discipline of the father who
struegled and toiled, such a son
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rarely maintains the standards set
by his father, nor proves himself a
worthy successor. He 1s a wize
father who sees that his son is
trained to the handling of wealth
before committing it to him, .and
fitted for the position before en-
trusting it to him. .
-Solomon stepped into a dangerous
situation — a kingdom all ready
made for him through the vigor-
ous policies and many wars of his
father. 1f there was more wealth in
the royal coffers during his reiga
than in the days of David, he was,
simply gathering in the harvest of
his father's toil. But there was one
thing that saved Solomon. David
not only left him . an established
kingdom and wells of wealth about
to yield immense returns, but he
committed to him also a great task,
that of building the Temple. This
|undertaking absorbed Solomon’s
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energies during the first years of
his reign, and called out the best
that was in him, giving his life a
bent which persisted for some time
after the task was finished. If it
had not been for that great chal-
lenging work, with its sacred as-
sociations, Solomon might have
been a useless playboy from the
start, for we sge that in later years,
when the early activities gave way
to ease, he became more and more
voluptuous, and even turned to
idolatry, with all its sordid appeal.
He could give sage advice, but did
not follow it. '

Verse by Verse

1 Kings 4:20.—"“Judah and Israel
were many .. . eating and drink-
ing, and making merry.” -Increase
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of population, economic plenty and
Erbﬂunding pleasure marked the
reign of Solomon..Few can endure
this for long without becoming vic-
tims of a softening process.

Verse 21.—“From the river unto

the land of the Philistines, and*un-
to the border of Egypt.” The river
mentioned is the Euphrates;, the
lJand of. the -Philistines was the
Mediterranean coast. So, we have
the northeast; west and south bor-
ders of Solomon’s empire. Thus
the promise of Genesis 15:18 was
fulfilled. The tribute from all the.
kingdoms of this area must have
been considerable.
. Verses 22, 23.—“Solomon’s pro-!
vision.” It has been reckoned that
this provided_for 14,000 retainers.
How all this was gathered is relat-
{ed in verses 7-19, 27, 28. Fatted fowl
are thought to have been geese.

Verse 4.—“For he had dominion

. .. over all the.kings on this side
the river: and he had peace.” The
lavish provision was made possible
by the extent of his rule. Tiphsah
was a town on.the west bank of
the Euphrates. Azzah is better
known as Gaza, one of the cities of
| the Philistines on the border oi
Egypt. Like the “Pax Romana” of
later days, - Solomon’s peace was
| the result of complete subjection
of the nations around, effected by
David. o U :
. Verse 25.—"And Judah and Isra-
el dwelt safely . .. all the days of
Solomon.” This mention of Judah
and Israel suggests that the histor-
ian lived after the division of the
kingdom, 'although even in
time of -David a temporary breach
was made, when northern tribes
followed
years. : .

Verse 26—“And Solomon had
forty thousand 'stalls' of horses.”
Compare Deuteronomy. 17:16 where
Tmultiplying horses was forbidden
to a king of -Israel. When disobedi-
ence begins, there is mo
where it will lead. . B

Chap. 11:4.—"When Solomon was
‘told - .-. his heart was not perfect
{with the Lord.” David fell into a
grievous sin, and greatly repented,
but Solomon drifted  into an evil
manner of life, from which there
lis no record .of his repenting. Too
much yvielding to the desire of the
flesh sapped "his moral strength,
till he was driven by winds of evil
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influence _into support of, if ‘mot
actual participation in, idolatrous
practices. - - -
Verse 5—"For Solomon went af-
ter Ashtoreth .. and after Milcom.”
Ashtoreth, the goddess of the Zid-
onians, was worshiped with gros-
sly impure rituals, while Milcom
(or Moloch) .was the firegod, to
whom children were sacrificed in
the fire. That Solomon countenanc-
ed and even supported such idola-
try shows how far he had drifted
from his first love.of the Lord.
Verse 6.—"“And Solomon -
went not fully after the Lord, as
did David.” Despite his sins, David

complete devotion to the Lord, and
following kings were" judged by
him as standard. - i}

Verse 7.—"Then did Solomon
build an high place for Chemosh.”
Chemosh was the god of war, wor-
shiped by. the Moabites. Think of
an altar to this heathen deily on
the Mount .of Olives, right before
Jerusalem!

Verse S.—"And likewise did he
for all his sirange wives.” Had he
hearkened to the Law of Moses,
he would not have been found sup-
porting heathenism, and sowing
the seed of disruption in the nat-
ion. The warnings of the Word of
God are not idle chatter!

The Heart of the Lesson

Things may not aiways be as
bright as_they are rosy looking.
Israel seemed to be in its golden
age. From being a small, uncertain
nation they had become a kingdom
whose borders reached to the Eu-
phrates in the.east, and Egypt In

l

‘the southwest.. None challenged[®

! their. peace. Prosperity was_ in_evi-
dencein all parts of the country.
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THIS WEEK'S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

There was snortage of nothing, and
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Ishbosheth for .seven|

telling |

became Old Testament standard of |

pleasure abounded. Their King was
sought out by men of all nations
for his wisdom. He was indeed a
world figure. Government was
stable, and administration sound.
Beszides all that, the religions of the
nation had been given new impet-
us by the building of a magnificent
Temple, and- the whole nation was
united in an enthusiastic devotion
to Jehiovah. It seemed as if the
smile of God rested upon them, so
that He loaded them with benefits.
One can scarcely imagine more de-
lichtful conditions this side of the
millennium.

But with all this blessing and}

bounty, the s¢eds of disaster were
being sown, and that by no less
person than the king himself. De-
spite all his wisdom, and all the
revelations from God,
zeal in building the house of God,
there was disobedience in his life.
One can scarcely imagine that Sol-

tomon was ignorant of the Law.

The fact is, he was well instructed
in the Law of the Lord. Now the
Law prohibited the king f{rom
multiplying two things — horses
and wives. But Solomon could not
conceive of the magnificence of
his kingdom beipg quite complete
without horses, so he conducted a
regular trade in horses with Egypt
and building great stables which
have .been uncovered in recent
times. And Solomon did. not quite
see why the king should be re-
stricted in his love affairs. That
was an interference with the royal
prerogative. And 1o make things
worse, he flouted the ancient com-
mand which forbade Israel to in-
termarry with certain nations (EXx-
od. 34:16). The more “exotic” a
woman was, the better he liked
her. .

If vyou had told Solomon what
toll his sin would take of himself

and of his sons and of his nation, |

he would not have believed you.
And Christians today seem to
think that their “little” disobe-
diences are innocuous, when as a
matter of fact, they are preparing
disaster for their own spiritual
life and for the souls of 'more than
thev will ever know. It is no light
thing to disregard the Law of.the

" BETHESDA

We extend our sympathy to the
family of the late Mrs. Pike.

The W.M.S. met at the home -of
Mrs. R. Hunt .last Wednesday. The
program was in charge of Mrs. J.
Gibson, Mrs. Scott, Mrs. Robins
and Mrs. Taun gave the missionary
news. Mrs. Harvey Preston was a
guest and sang two solos.

Miss Jean Empringham has

returned to duty at the Toronto
East General Hospital after spend-
ing her holidays at her home.
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Sanitary Contractor
Septic Tanks Pumped .

Drains Cleaned and Repaired
24 Hour Secrvice

C. STUNDEN
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WM. KNAPP
PAINTING AND
WALL PAPERING

" DRAPES MADE
- = Phone_472w  Aurora.—

RENNIE'S TRANSPORT
Phone 121, Stoufiville
Sand, Gravel, Loam

-BEIEE‘IHE-& Srone an}" size
Dzaily Service to Toronto
Phone WA. 5003, Toronto
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SELLERS & ATKINSON
Ph. Agin. 201w2  Ph. Stoufl. 363
LICENSED AUCTIONEERS

25 Years Experience
Sales conducied anywhere, Speclaliz-

-

jng in Farm Stock, Furniture, and

and all his]Property Sales. All sales personally

listed and advertised. Bills_prepared
and posted.
No sale too big or too small.

KEN & CLARKE PRENTICE

AUCTIONEERS
Licensed and authorized for the
Counties of York and Ontario.

Farm Stock, Implements, Household
Furniture, Real Estate Sales our
specialty at fair and reasonable
rates — dual service for the price
of one.
Ailliken P.O., Ph. Agincourt 52w3
Markham P.O., Ph. Markham' 206
Prentices have been established
auctioneers since 1830.

.

A. S. FARMER

Idi_:ﬁn::&:l Anctioneer

York County, Uxbridge & Pickering
Townships. Farm Stock and

Furniture Sales a specialty.
Address : Gormley P.O.

Telephone : Stouffville 67312
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REAL ESTATE

- Consult
J. A. Willoughby & Sons

: for :
Complete Real Estate Service
Head Office Toronto
156 Yonge St. AD. 0606

—City and Country Homes
—Farm and Small Acreages . .
—Industrial & Business Properties

HARVEY MOYER

is your local representative
Phone 83j1 Stoufiville

e
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When Buying or Selling
REAIL ESTATE

Farins, Residences, Business
Properties #

- Contact -
GEORGE W. ‘ALLISON

Reg'd .Real Estate DBroker
“Phone 87j1

ERNEST RIDOUT
REAL ESTATE. LTD.
Head office 1172 Bay St.
. for E
Farms, Homes or any kind .of
Property, -consult —
: - STAN HASTINGS
63715 Stoufiville or Rich. Hill 613
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HARI_E JACK HAIRDRESSING

LLOYD AVENUE
-  Stouffville
PERMANENT WAVING

Machine, Machineless, Cold Wave
Hair-styling and Shaping

'Phone 176wl

MONUMENT WORKS
..~ Stouffville
Orders Promptly Executed
- P. Tarr, Proprietor
Telephone 81wl

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
- L E O'NEILL -
| STOUFFVILLE
FUNERAL - DIRECTOR AND
EMBALMER

Continuons ‘Telephone Service
| .- Day or Night

thﬁa étﬁuﬁvma 98wl
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J. W. DIXON
Funeral Director

Private Ambulance
Markham
KINDNESS. CHURTL;S? & SERVICE

TELEPHONE 90
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Stouffville- Machine
& Tool Works
_ Tel&pﬁunéﬁl
Rear of C.N.R. Station
Electric and
Acetylene Welding

FARM MACHINERY ~

Mochinery Répair

o ¥ D v e

] '

!

- Business Directory -

DENTAL

NEIL C. SMITH, L.DS., D.DS.

Graduate of .
UNIVERSITY OF TOROXNTO

1
Office over Canadian Bank of
Commerce.

-,

Telephone 167, Stouftville

E. S. BARKER, L.DS., D.DS.

- ¥
Honor “Graduate of University
of Toronto

Otlice over Harold's Grill
Phone 274w Stouffville

~ MEDICAL

DR. S. S. BALL

Physician and Surgeon
X-RAY

OFFICE: Corner of O'Brien & Lia.ln
Phone 196 '

Coroner for York County

DR. F. J. BUTTON

Stouffville, Ontarlo
Telephone 371
. X-IRAY

Hours—Daily 9 to 12 a.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
eveninzs 7-9 p.m,
and by appointment.

Office over Button BIlk.

-

DR. HERBERT B. FREEL
Physician £

Telephone 164 X-Ray

Hours : Dally, except Sunday,
9 to 12 a.m.

Tuesday, Thursdhﬂ,?. Satur

ay,
7T to 9 p.m. il

A. C. KENNEDY
Chiropractor

Church Street Stouffville

Monday and Friday
g !-'ﬂ' 12 a.m.

OPTOMETRIST

E. A. GRUBIN, R.O.

i~
OPTOMETRIST

. Picton Stouffville

At Stouffville Office on the following
Mondays.:

Sept. 8th and 20th; Oct. Z0th

' GARNET V. GRAY, R.O.
I OPTOMETRIST

Otlice hours 9.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m..
Evening by appointment.
EVERY TUESDAY 61-21

RESIDENCE OF LLOYD GRAHAM
(Opposite Dr. Freel's Residence)

Phone 84w3 for appointment

~ INSURANCE

BIRKETT & SON

~ General Insurance Agency
Stoufiville, Ontarlo

Insurance’ in ’relia.!}le companies at
: ~feasonable rates.

Prompt Service
Phones : 269wl and 259w2

H-I GI E.I‘IN:CK ‘* i |
Phone 44w3 Stouftville
Fire, Auto, Burgla}rf, S_Ic_k_ﬁaga, and
Accident, Fidelity Bonds

. . experience, .
Strength and Service Unexcelled ”

F. G. ALSOP .
Inguranée'

FOR EVERY PURPOSE
thm} GOwa |
TAX! SERVICE

F. M. PUGH

Phone 38w2 Stoufrville
_ GENERAL INSURANCE

The protection of one's dependents
gshould be the first husiness of life—
hence life insurance,
Representing the Mutual Life of
Canada. .
— Prompt & Courteous Service —

It's justL common sense
To buy Co-Op insurance
For information call A -

John Sytema
Newmarket 211J)4
(or younr local Co-Op).

STOUFFVILLE
SAND & GRAVEL

LIMITED .
are prepared o supply youw -
requirements of Crushec

Gravel, Sand, Concrete Grave:
it Run, delivered or at the
Jhin.o pe :
Plant Phone — 1203

OfMee Phooes — B30 and 126
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