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lonica, Paul’s former opponents
were enraged and a group of them
came on to Berea in order to incite
their coreligionists against the
teachers of the new doctrine. y

Verse 14.—“The brethren sent

remained behind to help confirm

Thessa-| prisoner in a Roman d

eon, Paul
valued his books and literary
materials. Jrst what these books
and parchments contained we are
not told, but we may be sure that
they were either copies of Scrip-
ture portions or other edifying

neglect the careful study of the

off G
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Word of God, for it is ‘only Dby
meditation upon it -that we grow
in grace and in the knowiedge of
our Lord and = Saviour Jesus
Christ. We should also avail our-
gelves of helpful literature design-
ed to open up the Scriptures; but

chievous, ™
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be any praise,
things.—Phil. 48

THE LESSON AS A WHOLE

Approach to the Lesson :
Someone has declared that in
our busy work-a-day world medi-
tation has become a lost art. Un-
happily, this is true generally,
even among Christians. Life has
become s0 strenuous thai many
feel that they have no time for the
thougntful reading of the Word of
God, and even when a portion of
Scripture is read daily, It 1S soon

the young converts. . _ -
"~ Verse 15.—“They that conduct-)

ed Paul brought him unto Athens.”
He remained there for a time, wait-
ing for Timothy and Silas to rejoin
him as ectilmckly as circumstances
permitted. :
" Phil. 48.—“Whatsoever things
are pure......think on these things.”
‘The more our hearts are occupied
with things that are holy and
beautiful, the richer we shall be-
come spiritually. If we allow our
minds to dwell upon things that
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this way that we learn the mind of
God and appreciate the precious-
ness of the revelation e has
given, David wrote: “O how love 1
thy law! it is my meditation all the
day” (Psa. 119:97), and again, “My
meditation of him shall be sweet”
(Psa..104 :34a). We have two strik-
ing illustrations of the importance
‘|of eating the Word in the cases of
- | Ezekiel (Ezek. 3:1-3) and of John

Verse 13.—'Give attendance 1o
reading.” The word used in the
original text refers rather to read-
ing to others than simply for one’s
own edification. This public read-
ing of the Scriptures was mosl
important when very few people
had access to portions of the Word
of God, even if able to read for
themselves. The teacher: might link
with this Nehemiah 8:8. Even in ' R
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