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SIJNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON -

Lesson for Dr:t.nher 1

_' -‘ﬁar‘

'Golden Text.—Let your conversa-

tion be as it becometh the gospel
of Christ.—Phil. 1: 27

THE LESSON AS A WHOLE
ﬁppmach to the Lesson

Christian living is impossible
until one has received the Christ-
jan life. In other words, there must
be a life by which we live before
we can live the life. It is as utterly
an umegenerat&

for the ‘highest species of ape to
live a human life. Many people

~have.never realized this-and so are
. trying to live as Christians should,
.but have never come to Christ as

lost sinners who through_believing

. His Word have become partakers|:

of the divine nature. In :the ‘pass-
ages selected ' for this lesson our
attention is directed te the prac-

‘tical manifestation of divine life on

the. part of those . -who~ have

‘received Christ by faith and have

mistake to think of this as though
it were the Gospel which set forth
the way of salvation. In this ser-
mon our Lord gave to His dlsm;:nles
the 1}1:111':11:-1&;: “of - the Kingdom of
Heaven the laws which should
govern the lives of those who pro-
fess subjection to Christ as King.
In the Epistles we have the man-
ner of life which results from
union with the risen Christ.
Christian obedience is not based
on legality, but on love for Him
who ‘has redeemed us to Himself
by His own blood. Recognizing the
truth that Christ Himself lives in

us by the Spirit, we are enabled to.
live' in-glad subjection -to the Swill

of God by the Spirit’s power {(Gal
2:20). In other words, the Chris-
tian is not one who is striving to
obtain the favor of God and final
rﬂlvatmn through his own good
behaviour, but hEI’:ﬂUbE he has hEL['.I
saved by pure grace he delights
inn obedience to the one who has
delivered him from the judgment
that his sins deserved, and who
now claims him as His own.

The Historical Setting
“The Sermon on the Mount was

to His immediate disciples. The
[ipistles to the Thessalonians are
the earvliest of Paul’'s inspired
l.etters, which the Spirit of God
has preserved for the instruction
of Christians. The Leiter to the
Philippians, was written during
Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome
and is the most practical of all his
[.etters. Just when the Epistle of
James was written we cannot be
certain. In character it is linked
very closely with the Sermon on
the Mount, and inasmuch as it is
addressed to the twelve tribes of
Israel, it seems likelyv that it is the
earliest. of. the New Testament
books, written before the full truth
of r.he Chureh as the body of Christ
had been revealed.
Voerse by Verse

Matt. 5:13.—"Ye avre the salt of
the earth.” .Just as salt preserves
from corruption, so disciples of
Christ, who are in the world, but
not of it, are called- upon to mani-
fest in their lives the preservative
power of righteousness. If they fail
in this, theu testimony is destroy-
ed and Christ is dishonored.

Verse 14.—"Ye are the light of
the world.” There is'another beaut-
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Seek Taxatlon

Change to

Ease the Farmers’ Load

The {}ntatiu Federation "of Agri-
with delegates assembled
from 19 counties, spent all Thurs-
day discussing problems of taxa-
tion in areas‘where cities are slow-
Iy spreading into rural-areas. The
federation was unable to arrive at
a decision on the problem.

-~ The cumpiauu of the rural popu-
lation -boiled down to the fact that,
when, city workers move into the
;,uhm.ua the farmer's taxes .in-
crease, because: of ,the need for
inereased social services and more
schools. Since the farmer doesn’t
benefit - particularly - from such
acdded services, most of the dele-
gates felt he shouldn’t be asked to
shoulder the burden of paying for

them

However, when it came to demdﬂ
ing how the cost could be spread
amund_ without digging into the
farmer’s pocket, the delegates were
somewhat puzzled. Some of them

thought abler county assessors
would solve ‘the problem; others
thought farm land shuuld be

assessed at low levels, with most of
the school and social service taxes
being levied on dwellings; some
felt there should be a graduated
valuation: and others thought
money for schools and other - ser-
vices should come from income tax
or other sources, rather than from
municipal taxes.

[t was declarved that the present
set-up could not be continued with-
out driving farmers off’ their land.
Excessive taxes, delegates felt,
would result in farmers selling out
and the land being picked up by
real estate firms and finance com-
panies. Some of them felt that if
industries cotld be lured into the
suburbs to take some of the tax

burden, , that might solve the
problem. ; :
" One delegate’ said . the whole

trouble was in “spineless councils
and jellyfish  assessors.” He
thought that county councils and

JESE&aE«ﬂlb if they went about their

job in the uﬂhr. way, could keep
every one happy without any
changes at the provincial level.

Max Sloan of the Department of
Municipal Affairs, didn't agree
with this view, but said his depart-
ment was interested in discussing
the matter with the committee to
be appointed by gir. Brodrick. He
said the departmelrt was preparing
a pamphlet ‘on assessment which
would be a help, but would not
entirely solve tne problem. Reallo-
cation of municipalities, whereby
the purely rural areas would be
separated from suburban municl-
palities might be the answer, he
zaid.

The farmers  attending  the
session complained chiefly of
school tgxes on the basis of land
assessment. They felt, generally,
that if they could get some relief
on land assessment lhE}" would be
on a more equal basis with the
suburban resident. In other words,
if they paid school taxes on the
assessment for their -homes as did
the suburbanite rather than on
land, farm buildings and homes, it
wouldn’t be s0 bad.:

Resommenaations which will go
forward to the committee will be
one suggesting the farm lands be
exempt from education, health,
fire and police protection taxation,
as well as that farm land be 'taxed
on an average assessment value of}}
$10 per acre. In addition there was
a suggestion from Mr. Sloan that
farm lands which- do not benefit
from ‘such services could be
exempied by bylaw! :

At present, delegates agreed,
taxes on farm land near.suburban
areas, avre exonbitant. The meeting,
however, praised the province for
introducing the system of equal-[2
ized assessment. But delegates
added, they wanted more equaliza-
tion .between the costs to the actual
farmer and the city man who lives
in/the 'country and uses what little
land He may have purely for
decorative purposes. :

-

Galilee, built upon the top of a
hill and thus visible for miles

around.

. Verse I13-—"Neither do men light
a candle, and put it under a
hushel.” The bushel, for us, may
symbolize commercial pursuit. We
must be ecareful not to indulge in
business practices which wauld
hide the hght. of Christian testi-
mony -

Verse 16.—"Let yvour light so
shine . . that they, may see your
good works.” As James tells us
el&ewhexe men can only recognize
our faith by our works (Jas. 2:18).
It is thus that we are ena&ﬂed to
glorify our [Father in Heaven.

Verse 20.—“The righteousness of
the scribes and Pharisees.” Even
unsaved men may be very punectil-

ious abhout legal righteousness,
consisting - largely of careful
adher&nce to. religious rites and

ceremonies; But the righteousness
that qhuulﬂ characterize one who
professes to he a subject of the
Kingdom of Heaven is that which

“manner, of life.” As Chlistlans
we are e*:\hm ‘ted so to behave our-
selves that we may commend the
Cospel* which we preach. I.Imt:.P in

Christian testimony 15 all-
important. The last clause'in this
verse has been translated “co-

operating vigorously for the faith
of the Gospel.” Nothing hinders
f.:ﬂspel testimony like dissensinn
aniong Christians.

Verse 28.—“In nothing te1r1ﬂed

by your-adversaries.” The enemies
of the Gospel are powerless to
hinder its progress; however malig-|
nant_ their attitude may be, so long
as Christians stand together in
love and unity. Tertullian wrote
long ago, “The blood of the mar-
tyrs is the seed of the church.”
* Verse 29.—“It is given in the be-
half of Christ to suffer for his
sake.” We are to count it a privi-
lege to be subjected to shame and
suffering for Christ’s name’s sake.
(See Acts 5:41; .1 Pet. 47 14).

Verse 30. “Havmg the same
conflict which ye saw in me.” Paul

......
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have injured us, but as followers
of our Lord Jesus we are ever to
fmgne our enemies 'm-:l 1o return
sood for-evil (Matt. 5:44, 45).

Verse 16.—“Rejoice evermore.”
Joyfulness and holiness go to-
gether and result in spiritual
strength (Neh. 8:10b).

Verse 17.—"Pray without ceas-
ing.” Prayer is both ¥the expres-
sion of dependence on God and the
means by wTich we enjoy com-
munion witlt Him. Inasmuch as
we are commanded to pray, prayer-
lessness is disobedience; therefore,
sin.

Verse 15.—*In every thmg cive
thanks.” 'I'his- includes - thanks-
giving for even the unpleasant and
difficult things of life. \When we
remember that “all things work. to-
gether for good to them that love
God, to then:-., who are the called
cc-::-rdmn to his purpose” (Rom.
8:28), we can comply 1ead11:f with
the admamtion to give thanks.
always for all things (Eph. 5:20).
Verse 19-—“Quench not the
Spirit.”. The Spirit. of God. is a
divine person. Elsewhere we read
of those who resist the Spirit (Acts
7: 51)- by refusing to obey His voice.
In Ephesians 4:30, we- are told not
to grieve the Hol}r Spirit of God
by saying or doing things which
dishonor Christ. We quench the
Spirit when we fail to act upon

His directions..
Verse 20.—"Despise not prop-

hesyings.” To prophesy is to: mini-’

ster the Word. of God for “edifica-
tion and exhortation, and comfort”
{1 Cor.

14: 3). This is not confined

to the ordinary cunceptmn of fore-

telling the future.:.

Verse. 21.—“Prove all: things;
.hold fast-that whlch is good.” The
test of every message o s:.rstﬂm of
teaching is- whether it Is' in. accord
with the: Word of God or not. If it
is,  we are responsible. to: believe
and obey it, thus holding it fast.

‘Verse 22 — ‘Abstain: " from
appearance of evil’ The: marginal
reading is- clearer: we "are to ab-
stain- from.exery form: of evil. Some
things might appear to: be- evil to
uninstructed people. which, Iin

all

themselves, are pue::-i‘ew::r.lgjr right and:

proper. -
Verse:23: —“-Sanctlfy you. wholly.”
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