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Lessun for December 25
Golden Text.—Glory. to God in_the

est, and on earth pﬁlct, good
=33 -

Approach to the Lesson
At this happy season of the :,rearl
our hearts turn once ‘more to.the
wonderful story of the ¢oming into
the world of God’s beloved " Son,
our -Lord Jesus . Christ, = whose

prim&rﬂy
to_Galilee,
clear, but it is truly descriptive off
the world as a whole before thej
advent of Him who is the light of} - :
life.. He it is who illuminates all} =
men by .. manifesting- their  truey -
character ' In the light of. Hu. e
infinite holiness: :

the nation,. and ... :
” There seems. no good reasonj .

for introducing the word “no g ¥
in the A.V.; the R.V. omits it, and}
this seems to give th
the Hebrew

joy.

-'Thursday ﬂacemberu 22 1919

as the first verse makes

Verse SF“Thou has mult:plied
.. increased -the

t" as

e true sense of

text .and_ is in full

Iﬁgﬁ:ﬂb}"hﬁfﬁeﬂﬁf{ gﬁeﬁﬂﬁg igcrgfance‘ with the “rest nf t.he
E[igegil:gdlﬁgl ;gﬁ ":n:lr;uﬂ?:g Verse 4.- “Thou has- brul-..en the
have -been cast down as he con- yoke.....and......the - rod of hisf
templated the perplexities faced " by ?g:gﬁsssﬂn ﬁp p‘tgssiéln thﬁndﬁysﬂ?é
his nation and the seemingly inter- \idianites, when God raised up

minable wars and sorrows of the
world around. But the Spirit of
God enabled him to look on with
prophetic vision to the time when
One should appear who should
bring in an era of unbroken peace
and everlasting righteousness. It
is clear that He whu was- thus -to
be manifested was both God and
man, for to no merely human
pmnonalit}f could the terms be
applied which the prophet here|

O'Brlen & Maln |uses. He had already spoken of thel,

virgin’s . Son, whose name was to!
be called. Immanuel,. which meansj
“God with us” (Isa. T:14).

We know from many other
Scriptures that there were to-be
two advents of this . promised
God foresaw that man
would ~ reject Him at His.’ first
coming, but He decreed that at ‘His| €
second coming no - question 'could
be raised as.to whether or not
Israel and the _nations would
receive Him. When " He came the
first time,’ He" presented Himself],
as the promised King, but His own}
peaple cried, “We have no King|.
but :Caesar’” {Juhn 19: 15)." So _they|:
refused to acknowledge His claims}
or submit to. His”authority.: But
when He .comes again He -will
‘appear “in" “flaming fire - t*tLlng
vengeance on-them-that know not |;
God” (2 Thess. 1:'8): ‘Throughout
the ' long ' centuries . between . these|:
advents the Gospel - of the

grace of ‘God-is ‘sounding out and|i

upon  to repent and  believe. the
glad tidings. ﬂpalt frum ‘personal
falth in:Him'who: suffered and died
to make prnpitiatmn for our sins,
there 'is no ‘' hope- of ~ salvation
{Acts -4:-12). It is-vain-to. profess
to* honor-Him by celebrating His
birth, while refusing (to “trust 'in
His atoning work. Bethlehem was

]'.I:n.tt the first step down from:the

vary. He Himself tells us deéfinitely
that He:came “not to; be-ministered
urnito;  but to- minister, and to “give|.
| his Iife a ransnm fﬂrr man]r“ {‘\Iatt

20: 28). a1 :
Thu }qutnrir:ni Eetti‘ng .
In.thei:ireign of- Ahaz, klng ﬂ-f
.Iud1h Palestine had:become -to a
great. extent a. buffer-state between
-{ the: ancient and somewhat decad-

rising . power of -the- Assyrian|!
Empire. In his desperation, Ahaz
| first. sought help from Egypt only
to find - that-he was, relying..upon
“broken reed"”. (Isa..36: G). Isaiah
: pmtested agalnst _any . alliances
}with -either of thes: dominions and
foretold the:coming of :a Deliverer
| who would save Judah from ‘her
J{'grave perplemtles .He "made “it
- that™- deliverance
- wnul{i ‘not come until some: years

Israel had passed away (Isa e o 1E}
Vérse by Verse -

Isa. 9:2.—"“The people: that. walk—
referred

light.” The prnphecy
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o Davld that:He "will take pﬂssessmn

.l after both . Ahaz and the king ‘of

ed in:darkness have seen a-great
. uf the Lord,” that is, of reverence.

| of the_. Holy Spirit. . In: His "humil-
| iation ‘He - chose nnt to act in ‘His| .

: i takes® uver the’ gnvernment of this
world, "He will, }udg} not according
110 merel}r human standards, but as

"| God, and that obey not the gospel.
|'Him by the Father, as recorded in

" of :iron and break them in pieces
| like a potters vessel.. |

Gideon to be their deliverer, so in
His own time He ralsed up. Chlist
to bring His people out of sin’s
bondage.

Verse 5—“Every battle of l'.he
warrior is with confused. noise.”
Bloody. warfare and eruel’ strife
have cursed the world because of
sin’s ravages;but the prophet fore-
saw the coming-of 'the one.who
was lo destrn:,r the effects of sin
and hung in lasting peace. -
Veérse 6.—“A- child.....born.....a
son given.” By I’.I‘IE::E terms 1he
propnet distinguished’ between the
humanity and the deity of our
blessed Lord. As to -His: human
nature, He was the virgin's child;
but as concerned the mystery of
His divine persnnalit}f, He ayas the

in grace for.the redemption of a
lost world. The names. applied to
Him show that ‘He was more than
‘man. These names shauld probably |!
be understood as"a series of coup-
'lets. He -is the Wonderful Counsel-
1{11 the Mighty God, The Everlast
- Father,~ and.. the - Peaceful
Prmce Titles such as _ thesé can
‘only be applled 11trht.’f1.111;5.r to one
who is “divine. The expression
“Bverlasting Father” 'might be
rendered “Father of the Ages, ol 1
‘identifies our Lord as the one ‘who
thas ‘dominion over all the dtspem
sahuns of God, :

. Verse 7—"0f the inmease of . hls
government and peace there hhall
be no-end.” His is to be an ever-
lasting Kingdom. The_ peaee whu::h
He established
hu}ken, not only through all time,
but throughout - eternity. ' This
Kingdom-will -be ushered-in ‘'when
He leaves. -the Fathers -throne,

His own thmne even the throne of
His father-David, upon which ‘He
is-to reign’ thrﬂugnuut the mlllen-
nial age.: .

Isa. 11: I--“Them shall eame
forth a rod  out of the stem of
Jesse.” This ‘corroborates what we
‘have just noted. It is as the son of

' the J{mgdﬂm “and * reign Ain
rlghteouqness over, Israel am:l the
nations. -
v Verse E-——‘*The splmt _nf, tha
Lord (that is,” of. “Jehovah) shall
rest -upon -him.” In this verse we

have - the e:-:planatmn ‘of  the
mysterious s_vmhnl used in- -the|
Book - of - Revelatmn " where the

Lamh is said to possess the seven
EI’}HIIS of. God. It is the. ‘one _Holy
Spirit in the sevenfold plentltuﬁe
of His power; as illustrated in the
golden’ candlestick in the “holy
place {}f old. ‘The. central. -shaft
would ' an:-.wm to the _expression,
“the spirlt of- Jehovah:” "the’ other
thlEE shafts, holding’ six add;tmnal
lamps, pmture in nrder first, “thej.
spirit - of - wisdom ~and . undEt‘-
standing”; - second, “the spiut. of
counsel and ‘might;¥~ third,  “the|
spirit of knowledge. and.of the fear

' Verse 3—"Quick understanding
in .the fear of theLord.” All that
Jesus said and’ dld whﬂe He ,was
here on-earth was in".the . energy

own omnipotence "and omniscience
as the eternal God. He .took the|-
‘ser vant’s ‘place, -heing. undm ‘the
‘eontrol of the Holy Splrit as . the
uhedlent ‘one.” So when, at Iast. He

the. 1epresent1tive
gﬂvemment- s

“Verse, 4—"W1th' r:gh(euusnesa
shall he Judge and reprove with
equity.” Unlike the many proud
and haughty potentates who have
_exemised authority.  over the
{ nations, He will rule the world
with perfect. righteousness, Those
who in the beginning shall dare ‘to
oppose His authority “will be. des-
troyed as He wields -the iron rod
of inflexible equity.- All ‘who dare
to defy Him shall be slain by the
“hreath of his lips.” This is in full
accord with -that which the Holy
Spirit emphasizes in 2. Thessalon-
jans 1, where .we are told that “the
Lord .Iesus shall be revealed from
heaven....in flaming nre taking
vengeance on them that know nut

nf the dwme
v

In that day the  promise made t&

Psalm 2, shall be fulfilled when He
shall. smxte the nations with a rod

. WVerse ' 5. “Right.euusness shall
be the girdle of his loins, and faith
fulness . the.girdle of. his ’reins.”
What-a- glorious day .it' will. be

King shall take over the affairs, of
the world and '_rule ' mankind. in
| acrordance with the righteousness

to the mming of- Hessiah R

-~
i

Footwcar Prices ant
Upward for Spring

the -cards come Spring.

retail trade, although some manu-
facturers feel differently.

Shoe _Retailers!
ates increases from 2% :to 12% are

e‘-:pected

types of linings,
lace tags and other item

cannot be .made econoniically inj~ -
Canada A due to low volume, are

down, the

eternal Son -of the Father,} given material in went up.

shall remain.-un:|’

which He nnw !}EE.LI[]IES, and takes |

when, after earth’s lung t‘:EI'!t‘I.:II"iES
- jof oppression and misrule, God’s
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_Increases’ in shoe prmes are n

That's the latest word, frnm the

A recent survey by the Ca'n'adlan
Association indic-

o —

is blamed. Certain
fiffer - material,.
S whu:h

Devaluation

imported from the United States.
\When the Canadian dollar " went
cost of bringing this
In . additional, a seasunal prob-
lem has developed in hides . which
will also affect sprmg prices, it is
reported.~There is a- -definite short-

qhms To make up, some manw
facturers. have had, .to. ‘.I:au_'J.r -more
U.S: thides. Further, Sﬂmg tanners|
lepnrtedly want to 1ncrease “thel|-
price of- SﬂIE leamer o B

Costs *have' deﬁmtely mcreased
but . some ~manufacturers doubt
whether the -market can absorb
them, "without a ‘substantial . drop
in_volume. Some in-the “trade are
looking _for an increase in volume
whether: prices “go up  oOf not.
Others are -expecting a. sllght dmp
even :f pnc:es hﬂld

l 'I".,.- .-l L)

” GORMLEY -

(Dec. 15)
"d'.rs vlctur ﬂppletun of. Tmnntﬂ
‘had supper Frlday evening ‘with]|
Mrs. James and Mrs. ‘Bond.-
A ‘car full'of’ lﬂﬂiﬂﬁ spant. -a~day at
Edgle:.r n.-.-n.h Hrs Menu Smuh !ast.
week. '
- iviss . Bea]ah . Heise Is ’hac‘.l: in
Gormley . again -after -
couple: of months. at" St. Jacobs.
~Word has been‘received by. “Mr.
'Ern ‘Hunt that Marion - and- ‘Willis
have arm\'eﬂ safehr in. Afriea.’ .
Mr. and Mrs, Chas. Cﬂbh Johnnie|

- I

a H

onto-with Mr, ‘Cobb’s parent.s
Thurnhlll ‘U’lSllEﬂ at’ - ‘Mr.-
Leek’s - recently. -

Mr, and:. Mrs. Peter
wsned w1th Mr. “and.. Mrs
Sheffer on Sunday :

ville, -
Misses

JPsaIrns, and-in .the. Pmp’hets con

cerning.- Him must

(Luke 24;44), -
The Heart of the Lﬂsun :

]
o

't the sufferings

the Father's -will;

resurrectiun and .- ascension .

Both .these ‘advents:
in tne passages we.
sidering.’ u'l‘he first:

uchme , REPEIII S - | fulness of His own divine charac-! wiil have: complete . IulEllmenL in
W ter. The same Lord,Jesus' who onee| God's.appointed: tme. e
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