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SUNDAY. SCHOOL
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Lesson for April 18
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this period of bondage came to &

‘|close, God opened up the way for a

remnant of His people-to return to
Jerusalem, according to a special
mandate issued by Cyrus, King of
Persia, whose armies defeated the
Chaldeans and overthrew the
Babylonian Empire.

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah

14; 2 Chron. 36:21; Dan. 9:2). After{nad been engaged, and urging them !

to take it up again, as King Darius

had but recently given permission
to do.

Verse 4.—"Is it time for you, O
ve, to dwell in your cieled houses,
and this house lie waste?” No
Persian decree had hindered their
providing warm and even expen-
sive houses for themselves, but it .
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Jerusalem.

There are many precious and
important lessons in these' post-
captivity books for the people of
God today- who mourn the mani-
fold grievous errors that have
brought many into captivity, and
who long to- walk with® God in
separation from all that is false and
unholy.

Gathered back ‘from their bond:
age among the Gentiles, a few in
Israel realized the blessedness of|

being in the place where Jehovah|

|had set His name, there to worship

and serve Him as they found it
written (Neh. 8:14), and as they
were guided by ‘the prophetic
ministry of Haggai and Zechariah.
It speaks loudly of the privileges
of those who in this day of apostasy
ahd of departure from God find

Hebrew would be, “Set yvour heart

mons to self-judgment, for one's
ways manifest the state of his mind.

upon your ways.” It was a Sum-j l ‘erte or Telephone Elgin 7114 Tm‘untﬂ.

God would have ther' recognize the

selfishness and slothfulness that
had made them overlook His para-
mount claims upon their energy
and their time and ability.

Verse 6.—“Ye have sown much,
and bring in little.” Weigh this
verse carefully. It gives the secret
of much of ‘the lack of blessing|
following our efforis to succeed, as|:
it did with Judah so long ago. Noj.
matter how :strenuously one may|’
labor, -God will not give success if|
He is dishonored. '
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Verse 7.—Consider your ways.”
A second time 'the call comes to
consider their true condition before.
God. It is not vain repetition, but an
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