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Thmks Term Should not be shortened
© .. The St. Marys school board has done the unusual to
come ecracking down on this thing of letting the school
youngsters down easily by shortening the school term,
allegedly to allow the boys to assist in ‘seeding operations
on the farm. Come to think of it, what can such an average
- :fuungster do in the way of seeding ?- Ask any farmer for
the answer. Then, as the seeding term lasts for but little
over ten days, what is the foot-free youngster to do during
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o th:ls thmg Going to school does not make a scholar. It’s the
' training in the school or the university that does the trick,
‘and such training takes time. We recall the results that en-

~ sued during the last war, when some school and _ college’

" iterms were Shortened. The youngster “passed” under such
. circumstances, but in many cases proved utterly. incompet-
_ -ent and cnnsequently failed under life’s stern test. of ex--
£ perience. ". A shortened term simply had not - given ‘him

T
-

- giifficient training. Educators who know their work -assure . :
TSRS | | that education cannot be tiken in or obtained hastily,

' _war or no war. There are exceptions, nf course, but th&y are

m the class with hen’s teeth. .

A The stand taken by the St. Mary’s paper. is sound,
. and while a boy can be of great value during seedmg time,

'ag the St. Mary's paper pmnts out, this rush lasts but a few

' da}fs.

The observations of this paper is that school bﬂys
an& girls of the age of thuse attending Stoufiville school, is
“that ‘the term should not be shortened too much, if at all.
Judgmg -b:,r the youngsters going about the ‘streets every
L7 “evening of - the week in waves, they are not spending any"
*1 m?ertlme at home ‘work to make up for a shortened term.

| ‘Of course, as it has been pointed out before; some parents
gruuch because their children get too much and some be-
eause the:,r get too little home work. The majority of people

~v " feel too little is given, which is due, we' believe to the dwer—
gent upmiﬂns uf parentst ¥ X T |
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20 2% \yhen Should Stores Remain Open
UL L Begmnlﬂg next week; May 1st the stores in. Stuuﬁ'—
sAn vﬂle will révert to their summer ‘time-table: of remaining
‘5, “" open three nights a'week, Tuesdam Thursday and Saturday

}i.-'""'-':_'_ x evemngs, and of course, remammg closed . each Wednesday
afterrfﬂnn which is a year—ruund halt‘-huhda:,r tn rmmburse

4 the clerks for the. rught work.

T There is a good deal of doubt. a‘hnut the necesmty of.:
: - remaining open on Tuesday evenmgs* as the erowd in town
is usually small, and advocates of remaining closed are of

. the npmmn that clnsmg at eight nelnc:k prumptly could at
- Jeast be adhered to. However, this move cnuld only come
'_f"::f', “from the |husmess men of the town. '
# 2 At best eight o 'clock is a nuisance ht}l.ll' for 1t spoils
,' the evening fur the merchant. in case he wished to work at
hame but it wnuld gwe the dilitory buyer a chance. ~ The -
0 nplnmn .of this paper is that the stores may well remain open

= every Thursday- - and Saturda}r evenmg durmg summer
: T g munths and that they shnuld check carefully the Tuesday
buslness. If not warranted, then close.

"¢y Tt is only the poor co-operation of the merchants to
b :

i 2 attend their own meetmgs when called, that prevented an

adjustment of thmxtrnuble last week

-

ERET bR Mntnnsts Save ‘Anti-Freeze .
e Wlth zero and sub-zero weather all over for this sea-
(v gon and warmer weather just around the corner, garage and

-

serv:ce statrnn men are advlsmg mnturwts to save the anti-
1 e freeze in their radmtnrs. The reason, of course, is: that there
A 38 Tan antlmpated shortage of this fluid. The advice is timely,
Tori i .fur motorists will 'be changing to clear water shortly. How-
i ever the uﬂnservatmn plan is not without its cnmphcatmr

A 1f radlatnr alcohol is the anti-freeze that has been used.

S T - Aleohol is temperamental and presents storage prob-
RPN lems |hecause it is highly :volatile and.inflammable and for

ﬂ i that reason cannot be stured fﬂr the summer in am* old
e “¢ontainer that m1ght he handy The ﬁre risk must be
S x_mns:dered . |

200 Unless the motorist 1as a ) suitable receptacle hE may have
T dlfﬁuulty in obtaining an appruved container of the required

‘capacity for his alcohol.
Eglas.s. containersis Tisky. If someone has 4 sclution perhaps

: S .ing and the seasons.in.their regular order do nnt wmt for
tmutﬂnsts ur appruved antl—freeze mntamers.

L) .4-

SRl e Such Simple Things at’ Fﬂt-ﬂln&&r | /
{id T We 1magme that every farmer s aware.of the fac,

"do.their best, shnuld be planted in thiz--section of Ontario
""*-f"' <o+ from early May- to mid-June. Of course planting a little'later
]S hetter ‘than not. getting them "in at all,gve imagine, but
th:s year things .-:-:.huu]d be done just right so that best pro-

dur.-.tmn may. be assured. There are other mterestmg points
tﬂn ahaut the pﬂtatu business.

2275 A farmer can have no assurance of-a good. market-
“:‘able r:rap of high quality potatoes unless he uses gand seed,

-fi. ;J'_

3 5 States 8 bullétin on “Successful Potato Production in On-
"5;;;‘-:**} tann," 1ssued hy the ﬂntano Department nf Agnculture,
P a2 'I‘ornntn. it
Ssmhan g It is cmly by the use ﬂf go-c-d seec! that Gntarm farm-
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the rest of the term? There is still another way to look at

important a place as the soldiers or
‘{the munition workers. ﬂn% hears that
‘lsaid sometimes of Canadian farmers,

|All imiported food .must .be brought

. {eosts money and- lives.

| And every ton of extra food that.can

Stnrmg the mflamm&h]e liguid in

A 'he wﬂl come fﬂrward The warmer days are fast approach-

‘| must grow.-The committee may even

Y 3 hut to some of :the town gardeners of the greener “class hke '
.-‘-: t‘he wnter it, will ‘be a. fact worthy of note’ that potatﬂes to

A way in which weekly newspapers
can contribute to the promotion of
the war effort will be the theme
when Ontario and Quebec weekly
newspaper pﬂhltshers and their

wives convene in Toronto on Friday
and Saturday, May 8th and 9th. The

morning sessions the publishers will
de*rmm to husiness LE‘rida:f afternoon

N

the;r will visit ‘\Ianning Pool of the
It C.A.F. and a Bren gun plant, At
dinner on Friday evening the. guest
speaker, Bishop R. J. Renison, Left,
will tell of conditions in war-time
Hritain “At lianch on Saturday, when
the gruup will ‘be guests of The Tor-
onto Daily Star, the well-known Star
writer, *Greg” Clark, Right, will
carry on with Bishop Renison’s theme

and- tell of the [Red Cross British
Bomb Victims® Fund. Mr. Clark
will present to one of the publishers,
the handsome Joseph T. Clark Mem-
orial Trophy, Centre,: won last year
by the Dundalk®Herald. The Stouff-
ville Tribune was the first paper to
win this- coveted trophy for best
newspaper in Ontario and Quehec uI
towns 1,500 or less

..'l-
—

AGRI(I.II.TURE GOES ON
IH WAR-TIME ENGI.KN

Thih is th& .'Hl:h in a scries of
aruclm, on candltiuns in ‘Warhmﬂ -
Britajn and parts of Eumpe.
wnl:tﬂn for the “E'Ek_l} news-
'lmpﬂrs of Canada by their own
reprnscntuthe Hugh Templin,
of the Fergus News-Record. -

No doubt many readers of Can-
adian weekly newspapers would like
to know something of agriculture in
wartime Britain, and how the farmer
fares. 'Travelling with a’ group of
editors of city papers, 1 had not as
much opportunity to study. farming
conditions as I would have liked, but
1 was able to pick up a good deal of
information in trips outside London:

The farmers-in Britain fill just as

but while there may be some doubt
in Canada, there is none in Eng!aud
and Scotland.

- Before the war. more than half the
fum:'l ﬂunaumed in Brttain was im-
ported,- either from Denmark and
other- Eurupeau countries, or [rom
Ganada aml ﬂther places across tho
oceans. Not onl:.r that, hut same of |-
the fodder for animals was imporied
and a large part e[ the chmkeu an.l
hog feed.. -

The people of Britain must.eat. All
imports from .JEurope have been cut
off, except oceasional shipments of
uranges from Spain and Pnrtuga!

from Canada-or farther away. That
Shipping
apace is prec[nus It cannot 'be userd
for animal foods or bulky articles
such'as paﬂkaged hreakfast cereals.

be produced in Britain is desperately
needed. Cost has becﬂme a se-cnm:‘lary
cunsidentmn E

I-"ur:mﬂra Told Wiat To Huis-.,
A few months before the war
'actually started,, a bonus of somne
$8.00 an acre was offered to fag*mprs
for every acre of new Iand brum,ht
under cultivutiﬂn .

A Ealmﬂian, tra'.ﬁ‘lling in Lngldnﬂ
for the first time, gets the idea that
every acre of ‘land is in use.. There
are no unsightly fence-corners.. For
that matter, . there ?ale few fences.
Evidently wnnd and fencing matm-—
ials are scarce and and so hedges are
used. Most flelds are smaller than in
this country and the farms '’ a]] look
neat and tidy. But evidently, there
was much waste land, not only on
large estates but on small - farms.
Swampy pleces have been drained;
meadows that were in grass for hun-
dreds of years have been turned over
by the plow nnﬂ antuaily millions ofjs
acres of extra land are cultlvataﬂ
"\What the- farmer grows  on his
land in warume is not left to his
judgment. Every +r:r,mn|t3.Ir has its War
Agricultural Committee, and these, in
turn, appoint committees in all dis-
tricts. ‘These committees are not
made up of politicians, but of work-
ing farmers, land owners and -farm
\\-Jﬂﬂ{EI'E. The agricultural cullﬁges
have been closed, and professors and
other experts serve as full-time ad-
visers on these committees, " (1%

vear or oftener. He is told what he

go so far as to give him a plan: of

: en-uperate as. a\pa.tuutic duty. They

11If & farmer will not

. | Quaitity of Farm Stock Improved

Every. farmer Is interviewed every |-

in each field. ' ;
That sounds drﬂstic and is drasi.i-::.

Actually, in practice, the system is
largely voluntary, because nearly all
Iarm&rﬁ are w:lling and anxious to

pride themselves that they still lhre

]in a democratic country and becausef.

their own neighbors are on the com-
mittees, the plan works largely as a
vuluntarr co-operation. But  to
an outsider it looks rather different.
co-operate, the
committee has power to force him to
do Sﬂ If he is entirely incompetent
to produce more, he ‘may be ‘taken
from his farm, A few rugged mﬂwmq
uals have even gone to jail.-

sssential Foods Come First

“If the ‘British farmer does not
produce more, many people will go
hungry, and some may starve. There-
fore, the committees concentrate on
the production of those foods which
will- go farthest toward feeding as
l'nany as possible, and they try to cut
out waste of all kinds.. Wheat and
potato production seems to have soar-
ed. Oats are largely grown auil-.alf-
alfa seemed. to me to - be a fgmnte
crop. ‘The growing season last year
was excellent, with.a damp summer
and a long, ‘sunny - autumn. The
section erop of hay and alrnlfa was
Excelleut :

I saw strange ﬁhjﬁt‘:ts in m;.rnr of
the ﬂelﬂs, which I took to’ “be stacka
of har or grain xuaund arﬁund with
what’ lﬂﬂkat’l like tar pa]_:ler and nE:t.—
ting T lemned that they ware. tem-
porary . silﬁs ,Emphas:s is being put
on ensilage as the best met‘mﬂ of
prﬂducmg the most cattle- feed.

There are other makeshifts.A pm-
cess has been discovered for mak-
ing a pulpy feed out of straw on
farms with sufficient watar supply.
Straw or chafl is cut up, soaked in
caustic sﬂﬂ:r. solution and then wash-
ed for a Iﬂng time in .running water.
It .takes the place of turnips, School
childreén are paid to gather acorns Lo
feed to the pigs.

Live stock is controlled by thefs
committees - as thoroughly as field
crops. For instance, an attampt has
been made: to weed out.inferior cows,
lessening the number, while Reeping
up the milk supply Sheep. are also
considered essential, Hogs have been
rediced drastieally in numbers. They
uded much 1mported feed. So did the|.
chickens. Besides, it doesn’s take su
long to 'build up their numbers again
As a result, pork and: eéggs are very
gsearce. All owners of poultry flocks
with more than 50 birds must sell
their eggs to the Government. They
get a certain wheat ration in return.
Those with less than 50 hens can.dis-
pose of the eggs as they llke,
town and village families keep a few

scraps. Or a pig may be ka2pt by a
“club,”” with several neizhbors pro-

the hog. .

The number of tractors in_ use in
England surprised me. Many of them
were made in Canada. In a country
where gasoline and el oil are de-
cidedly scarce, 1 did not expect to
see so' many tractors, but this was
another’ evidence .. of - the: dasp&r-
ate need of food.Private cars have al-
most . ﬁimppeamd from the road but
tractors are Kept going long hours,
There I8 one handicap which those
farmers close to alrports or alonz the
main ‘roads suffer, which might not
be_ thnught of by one - who had not

his fields,. telllng him what to plant

seen the}r countryside. - These fields

]

will produce a poor  crop with

" counties.
Agricultural College,. Guelph,

per acre, per, :Iay.__

‘ers - can hnpe to regain. market prestlge in Lthis prnvmce,'
ciﬁcmls state. There should ‘be no waste of food products
during wartime, ‘they point out, and diseased seed. pntatﬂes

- Farmers who have not- purchased their seed potatoes
‘would do ‘well tn 1mmedmtely consult their agricultural re-
,presentatwe as to. snurces nf supply in then:' own or nearby’ ’

I.ate planting is one at‘ the chlef cauvses uf. reduced
vlelds. According to_experiments conducted at the Ontario

‘day’s delay in plantmg from early May to mid-June resulted
in approximately one and a half bushels reduction in yield '

reaultant waste.,

over a period of years, each

{are full of trapa fur planes and gsome-

{same standing: as munition workerﬂ

Many|

hens, or even a pig. feeding them the |-

viding scrnps and having a sham 111 .

times for tanks as well. These are
of several types, but &H_ takes up
space and it must take time and
trouble driving .around.them in seed-
ing, tilling "and haﬂresting ﬂpera-

tions.

Farmers .observe the same "hlack-
out regulations as pe-uple in towns
and cities. I am not sure that this is

to do.
earlier months where hostile pilots

have seen a gleam of ' light from a
farm and have dropped a bomb on
the chance that it might be a factory.
There have also been: some instances
where farmers were attacked in day-
light raids and their: stock machine-
gunned from the air. =

Farmers Are Given Protection

In many ways, the British farmer
is probably better off than ever be-
fore. '‘His hired man is in the same
position. Prices of all kinds of farm
produce are set by the Government
high enough to ensure.a profit. :And
wages of farm laborers are also set.
When'I was in Eng‘land in October,
the time was approaching when the
minimum farm ‘wages would be set
for 1942: The hired men were asking
for 60 shillings weekly,. and .. seemed
likely.to get about, 55 Eh”h'ﬂgh, or
about $13.00. ; : :
. Farmers’ Bﬂl'l.‘i.. if not. antirely ex-
'emptad from conscription, enjoy the

Farm help is scarce,’ of course. Dur-
ing the. harvest months . last fall,
many -experienced farmers, now with
the Canadian Army in England, were
sent 1{: farms near. the!r camps to
help out. They did a guﬂd job. One
farmer reports that they were far|
better than. any hired. help he-could
gzet in his own country, working far
longer hours ungrudg!ngly

One of the Women’s Auxiliary un-
its in Britain is the Women’s Land
Army. It is not as popular as some
of the other branches’of the gervice,
pﬁss:bly because the khaki uniform
does not look as well as the Air Force
‘cr the anens Royal Naval Ser-
viges: -Their jobs may -lack some of
the glamour, too. But there -is no
doubt about their usefulness. I-sup-
pose that in: same cases they take the
place of hired men, but those I saw.
seemed to be. wnrking in threshing
gangs,, going" from . Iarm to farm in
Eroups. (- :

\ There is some grouching and com-
plaining, of course. We heard one
poultry farmer say that he was al-

(Continued on page seven)
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