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Citizenship Responsibility

Quite a number of times lately we have heard towns-
men make the statement that “nobody wants the peeltlen of
village councillor, or a place on the school heerd » This is a
most unfortunate attitude to take toward these public offic-
es. It is certainly nothing to be proud of to boast that you
would not acéept one of the positions even if paid to do so.
There should be a sense of responsibility in every citizen, an
inner feeling that you owe your community something, in

return for the benefits it confers on you.

Calling All .Heueewives
by Bruce M. Pearce

She has the blggeet single part to play in heldmg the price

ceiling.”
This is the unequivocal etetereent ef Donald Gordon,

Chairman of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board and pivot

~of the price control effort. It was the main point etreee'ed in

the course of a twenty minute interview.
Said he:. .

when you buy things at the stores and Canadian women do

over 80 per cent of all the retail buying in Canada. The-

housewife and the retail merchant need to de ‘the job to-
gether in seeing that retail pr1eee do not rise ehe_ve_ the
highest ‘prices of the basic period, September 15th,  to

Read the details in the Government display a
this issue. - 1. '

Hotel Without Chimney Touch Break For Santa
Hehfe*-: N.S., Deeemher iT—When Santa Claus mekee

his Yule visit to the stately-Nova Scotian Hotel, in Hehfex _

operated by the Canadian Netienel Railways, he is going to

be up against it'if he tries to enter through the chimney for
the Nova Scotian has no such utility. However, Santa might,

by trimming ‘his - waist line a bit, edge in threug'h a roof

ventilator shaft. Steam for heating is -supplied‘the Nova'
Scotian’ frem an outside central heetmg p]ent whlie eeek-'
ing is dene byf eteem enﬂ eleetrielty he e 3 R

_ Demege by Rale Totals Millions*
In keepmg -with , the

it even d-lmegee the foundations’ of belldmge Everywhere

it destroys’ unceasingly ; vet, says the Agneulturei ‘Supplies
,jBeerd in-the War-Time Preduetlen series pemphlet “Con-
trel of Rete and Mice,”its presence is tolerated.This pemph-
: let Ne 33 can be obtained free from-the Puhllelty and E:-:ten»
"Slﬂll Dw:elen Demlmen Depertment of Agriculture, Ottewe.

Hew Price Cellmg Preteete Fermere

In a reeent radio address dealing with the fixing of
inflation,

Deneld Gerden Gheu-men, Wartime Prices and Trade

Beerd,reeld the fermer can play his. pait by preduemg ee._; !
. "much as he een of the food products most required. Infla-
1 tren mey seem- to0 beneﬁt -farmers by raising the prices of

thEII‘ products, het in the end, when deflation follows, the

.. farmer faces’ ruin, ‘he e:-:plemed Under the prreee ceiling,

the farmer .is preteeted for the ﬁret time egemet a rise in

the prlee of the goods he muet buy. and: he has a v1tel con- '

»cern in mekmg the price eellmg work. g 1L 5

~ Mr.' Gordon 'said “One of the dangers of mﬂet:en g

the feet thet rt :le dleguleed in fene}r terms whleh make it

hard- te underetend Den't bother about: the fancy terms.

There are just twe plain thmg'e we must know. First—what
lnﬂetlen does, so we can realize why we must” defeat it.
First then, what does mﬂetlen do ? Why 1e ‘it bad ? Wh:,r
must we defeet it at all costs ?° :

“This is what inflation does. It puts prices end costs into

a eplrel that ehmbe feeter and- faster.. Wages and. ee]erlee

;:eever ‘catch 'up. Fixed incomes ere left far behlnd The cost
“iof living climbs hlgher and hlgher, beyond your income. The
- -_de]ler in your peeket beeemee
eevmge shrink ewer
' Inﬂetlen begins as a netmne war effort. In times of.

worth Ieee end Ieee. Yeur

peece, thle tremendous preduetren ‘would ‘mean prosperity

| becauee we would be produemg goods -for our own usé and

emeyment But the things we aré’ produemg te—dey are

_'_memly for war and we have less end leee of the goods and
‘eemmedltlee that we want for ordinary, use. Whet happens..
is “simplé enough.

L

ary. use. We thue get into a process of bidding against our-

et eelvee, en';i up g0’ prices and costs to start the inflation spir- -

Ll

; ':- eT There i enlj.r ene Wey to ﬁght 1t It is the prlee ee']mg s

{

“T¢ beat inflation Canada depends on the heueewﬁe.l |

“Retail prices are whet count—the price }feu pay:

dv. in’

mereee!ng ‘importance. of the .
eeneervetlen of feocl and eepphes in - Canada’s war effort,
the elimination of ‘a serious deetreyer of -valuable material,
the.brown- rat, beeemee 1:;ere:rJeI:ﬂ:eu:*:a,r In some reepeete the
rat mlght be regerded asa ﬁfth eelurnmet It.invades hous-
es, stores, warehouses and rne.rkete it destroys fabrics and
20 leether deetmed fer wer equlpment, it ‘attacks all kind of |
- -.feen:l—greme, rneete, groceries end vegeteblee In tewn and -
~ country:it attacks poultry, destroying eggs and -chickens;

On the one’ hand, in tie form of our
Gevernment we begin to bid up to ]:;uj,r the commodities we -
. must have for war. On the other hand, as individual citizens; .

..we bid egemet our Government to buy things for our ordin-

SR

i this was just what I ‘had
1 It remained ‘while 'we drove ﬂewn a
‘| long street, with lalf a ‘dozen houses

- was slight., It was

‘| detailed map o the

| at about: hnlf—-peet six.

1brush with lady

| First Impressions of Bombing.
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Lonclan in Blacli
Very Black and
_Qmet e

This is a fourth in a series of
articles abort conditions in Great
Britain and other eﬂunlrleai visitied
by a group of .Canadian ‘newspaper
editors, It was written for the week-
1y newspapers of Canada by thelr
own representative on the tour,
Hugzh Templin, er the Fergus News-
Record,

First impressions may not be ac-
curate, but they are always Interest-
ing.

The first thing that any visitors to
England wants to see Is the damage
done by the bombs. I was no excep-
tion. The airport whereour plane had
dropped us down on British sbil was
fnteresting in its -way, but much

-{like a dozen others I had visited in

Canada. There were only two appar-
ent ﬂiffeerneee* the planes were of

) different ty pes, though there were a

tee familiar Avro Ansons, and the
buildings were protected against the
blasts from bombs dropping nearby.
" The customs examination was
hrief theug:h Lhe e:':aminer did show
some ' interest in the things I had
thought if necessary |
England with me. I had'a short
censor. She took
away all the letters I had " earried
from Canada nd ppeared to he horri-
fied that T had taken along a map of
the British Isles. Apparently, I had
umnttmg]:r committed a grave crime
and she said she.must confiscate it

it was only a few miles Jlo the
nearest city, a eeepert, ‘on’ the - west
eeest of England. " I had never been
across the Atlantic before, so I weteh
ed.with interest for the things I had
been told about so often—the small
fields eniclosed by hedges, the slated
or tiled roofs, the little locomotives
pulling long ‘trains of tiny wagons.
Notking really seemed strange, for
photography had made them all
familiar. Only the- barrage ballons
floating over the nerby hills showed
that Engleud had changed.

i i  As our car tenered the city, we all

looked around curiously for signs of
damage. Rumors in Canada said that
this ene:eut port was preetleell:; de-
stroyed. German  versions said that
the dock are was rendered useless,
As we crossed. a hridge over the

river, I looked at the shipping and}

saw no sign of damage to the docks.
‘The first blitzed house stood on a

| corner. Or if -had.stood on- -the: corn-
|er, for not a thing -was left except a
"I pile of br icks in the basement.

The
houses.on ¢ither side seemed undam-
aged, .execept for a few heerded -up
corner one was
gone-as cleannly as’ though ‘it had
been. carved out with a big.knife.

I thought to myself: “This is ex-
actly what I erpect to see: iL ‘Ieeks
just like the pictures.”

In .the next block, enether house
he-:I been 'hit. It wasn't as thereughl:,r

| destroyed.. One side wall remained,
“{and.up it irrehuler inter‘u'e.le were the

ﬂrepleeee eh:eh hed enee eupplied ‘a
bit of a heet to ite rooms.: Part of

| the -floor of one upstairs -room hung :

in.the air, with a bed on’ it. A
Agein there was that feeling that
expeeteﬂ

missing at more orless regular .in-

| tervals. After that, my feelings began |
to change. Perhaps it was the ruined
‘| ehurches. Several” of them had noth-

ing left ‘but blackened welle On the
mem buemeee street, many - stores
were witheut. “mﬂeee* et,here were
hellew .shells,

... It .made me angry before: leng
This . wanton - damage ‘ seemed. s0
eenseleee Obviously, militelr targets
had not been hit or they had been
repaired so quickly that the effect
the ‘houses. that
had sufferen most, ann the churches.
. The train to Lonnon was crowd-
ed, but the six of us got a compart-
ment to ourselves, On the wall was a
railway line, I
thought of the girl in the_.censor's
office and my map. But'I never saw
another one.on a. ‘British train. Meet
of the railway stations have had the

| names obliterated or the. signs torn

down in the’ he‘pe ﬂmt invaders
.| might get lost. .~ . : e
London in-the Blackout S

The train was about ll‘alf-wnr te
London when blarkout time arrived
The . guard
rame’ in and ' pulled down heavy
heavy blinds over all- the windows
and doors. Even the door out into the
corridor had a blind on It. It was the
first hint that there {s nothing half-
hearted ehnut the Britleh hhekeut

| Tt’s black."

Inside the.reilwey eerriege twe
dim-lights kept the compartment in
a state of seml -darkness| One was a
‘white light, set . high up in' a - deep
funnel in the roof.  The other light,
more exneeed was hlue and did not

| &ive. eneegh to. mnke it .possible, te

read a neweneper. x

Of all the first. inrpreeeiene, none

-His mere ?Iﬂd t’.hen that of -my arival
.Hin Lenden in the’ h!eekeet. There was
‘| some doubt about whether the train
i had reached’ Paddington. station .or
Inot, hut everj'hedy eeemed to ‘he get-
" ting out, One of the editors opened lhﬁ Tﬂﬂdﬂ“ﬂﬁ ‘had Iﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬂ how '“l

tﬂ take to|

Picture shows; from -Iett to right, onto and North Bay, as Prices and

Mr. G. H. Rennie of Toronto, . Mr.
James Stewart, Administrator of Ser--
vices, and Mr. A. T. Smith of North
Bay, Mr. Rennfe and Mr. Smith are
opening regional offices of the 'War-
time Prices and Trade Board In Tor-

F
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Supply Representatives, Mr. Rennie
has extensive experience in merchan-
dise administration and in Toronto
financial circles. Mr. Smith is well
known in Northern Ontario as a
successful dealer

the door. There wasn't a thing to be
seen except three scattered Dblue
bulbs in a ceiling high overhead.
Moving shapes came rast the door
and one of them answered the ques-
tion: “Is this Paddington?" with" a
short, “Yes, sir.” :
Nobody who hasn’t been there will
ever believe hew dark London can
be in the h]eekeut at the time of the
new moon. Three blue hutbe really
give mno light at all: they just in-
tensify the darkness. And London
was not only dark, but quiet as well.
This didn’t seem like a -railway
station. Outside, not a light allowed
in the ecity. % :
Somehow, our hosts from the
British Couneil found us, and they
knew what-to do. In a few moments
they had a porter hunting-for a taxi-
.cab. Where he went, I'll never know,
but he came back with two, and in
the light of later experience, that
was something of-an achievement,
Our taxi driver was old and his
cab was ancient, ‘[Four persons and
their luggagg seemed like too much
of a load, but we entrusted ourselves
to’ him, hoping he -knew what to do.

The only outdoor lights in London

signs. Even the - traffic lights - are
covered, except a ﬁny cross -in the
centre. The-shelter a!gns have only

a dim "8 showing on them.
An Uncanny Quictness . ¢
The - feeling - persisted that this
could. not possibly-be the world’s lat-
gest city. Sometimes the taxi would
stop -and .a"bus - or some more taxis
would " go aoross = the = intersection:
Each had one dim headlight, fitted
with shutters so that it threw a circle
of semi-darkness on the pavement.
The ~'windows of the buses were
eeveled The:,' were just ﬂlm outlines
as thev peesed

'[‘he tiny © red cross at the corner
weulﬂ disappear and be replaced by
4 green one and the duver would
start u11 again. SeHIe of the, editors,
familiar with Lendmi in the
asked him- queetiene about the ]eeal-

[ities, Only once,. at the ¢orner of
Hyde- Pelk 4 did_ene of Lhem guess
correctly. . s

of roof. A man with a tiny pocket
flashlight helped -us out and called
for someone:to - take the bags. We
passed one 'by one through’ a revol-
ving door and.emerged suddenly in-
to the bright light of-a hotel lobby.
There. -was something . . familiar
about the place: The feeling persist-
ed even after I had been taken to my
room and had -looked into the bath-
room with its Roman bath and ‘Royal
Doulton . ﬂxtmee, lemmdele of past
splendor. Then 1 rememheled I had
seen this - famous hetel in ‘moving
pictures long ege :
Bomb Damage. in London

The next morning, .I saw London
for the first-time. OQur hosts from the
Britisih Council came
old car and drove us around the
central part of -the city, particularly

been. Now it has been destroyed
again, T e L :
East of.- St.-Paul’'s Cathedral and

north of Fleet Street, there Is an
area of almost a square ‘mile with
hardly a buildine standing. Perhaps
you -have eeen that -remarkable
phetegruph which shows the great
dome of St. Paul’s e[ending up above
a mass of emeke and tlemee. while
in- tee ‘foreground -the welte of
ruined houses are silhouetted against
the fire. I had wondered sometimes if}-
that photograph was, not faked. In a
room of the Press Club in Lenden 1
saw the original. Walking threugh
the ruins of the old City of London,
it is still casy to plcture that terrible
night, Many of the welle which stood
up in thet blackened area einee’”the
big hllte last December have ~ been
torn  down by demolition -squads.
Where. .
hmfe heen eemented .and .turned in-
te water reeen‘eirs for ﬂghung ret
Ere ﬂree.

.. This. wag an aren of . elﬂee helld-
inge and publishing houses, with a

some. of the most edmin{elntlve
hulldings. It was hurned fn.a con-

are the traflic signals and the shelter

The eeh etepped under eeme kind~

f

past,; L London did -

around in an|’

that part of Old London which had|
heen destroyed by the Great Fire in|’
1666 and rebuilt. better .than it .had|’

a —
&

there are . basements, they].

nemher of - fine old. churches eml_

Jenr

fight the IeEendierr bomb. I don’t
think it could ever happen azain An

incendiary bomb is small and light.}

A large hombing plane might carry a
thousand of them. They are shower-
ed down by hundreds and are just
heavy enough to go through a slate
roof. It,is two minutes. or so before

they burst into {lame. Evary second T

counts, The incenldiary bomb can be

sl : :
conquered in the first two or three|’

minutes. After that, it takes the fire
brigade to do. anything about it.

Strangely enough, the things that
touch the heart of the observer in
desolate areaas like this are the
small- things. In ruined houses, it is
dolls or. other toys lying arnund: in
former office buildings, it is battered
typewriters piled up, a dazen or so
together, or some other ‘evidence of
the nor mal iife theL was onea carried
on_there. '

~ For instanece, every bridge over the
Thames is in operation. It is said not
one has been hit though thousands
of bombs have gone into the' water
in an attempt - to cut traflic.
are temporary hridgee which can be

aquickly finished if any bridge is de-|'

stroved: They have never ‘heeu need-
ed. .

Seeing other parts of London Ieier
I-felt again emI egem that-the {:er-
man bonibers . had’ failedl.

I ‘ﬁﬂl’l.ﬂﬂlﬂti through the dock eree
Tower Eri{ige -one ﬂe}* The
little houses in.the East End have
taken 'a bad ‘punishment. In two
p!ueee A -saw vacant lots’ piled high
with - bricks that must -have come|
from hundreds of houses. “‘But thel.
docks ‘were still in operation -as usual
with eenveys gelng out the Themes
It-was- ehvieue that Tower Eriﬂge it-
self had never béen hit. The Tower
of London has lost only a corner.of
one emell ‘bastion, - ' p
“There hasn’t been any hem‘hlng in

Lenden lately. It is now five months|*

e[eee the last bombs have fallen on
the capital. Only once while I.was in
an enemy plane ever
come near the city. From the roof of
a" newspidper office I watched
flashes of the anti-ahr eraft’ guns away

thleugh

. There eee hombing- geing ‘on all
it-was- around the|~

that time, but
coasts of Eritein I- eame thr euglt a
bombing one night in Bournemouth,
and will tell of it in a leter.eter:.r
But  conditions = have obviously
ehengeﬂ The Germans » no longer)

have eupet Ie:it.} in the air. Defences|'
lt doesn’t seem lila.:el:,r i

are stronger.
that the. Britieh ‘will * be “hliteeﬂ"
again as they were last winter:
al Invasion seems impossible.
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