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WINNETKA TALK
Former Evanstonian
Full - Comes to the Rescue

Quart of Merchant Marine

The story of the effort and accom-
pishment of Laurence Wilder, for-
mer Fvanstonian, to give America the
I finest merchant marine in the world,

is told at length in the current issue

of McClure’'s magazine.

Mr. Wilder, the son of John E.
Wilder, 1622 Forest place, has been
for two vears fighting for the passage
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Never before has so fine a mattress as the
new Beautyrest sold tor a price as low.

We are offering our customers this great-
est mattressvalue on the market. Itsinner-
spring construction insures you years of
the finest sleep-luxury.

More than 625 small springs, 1n separate
fabric pockets, give gentle, fiexible sup-
port to your tired body. Thick layers of
new felted cotton, completea buoyant cush-
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and most restful position. See diagrams.
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approved by the President, principally
appropriating  $150,000,000  for the
shipping board’s loan fund to create
an unrivaled merchant marine.

Mr. Wilder, more than any other
man besides Senators Jones and White
and Judge Ewing Davis, is given credit
for the Jones-White bill by the author
of the article, Charles J. McGurck.

Reviewing his life Mr. McGurck re-
ports that he was descended from
Mayvflower stock and seamen who
were with John Paul Jones, Drake and
other great fighters on the water. He
was born in Oak Park, Nov. 22, 1887,
attended Lewis institute and Prince-
ton, engaged for two years in the re-
habilitation of ancient motor cars at
Trenton with Lt. Com. Breeze, the
man who was later to fly the NC4
acrcss the Atlantic, the two making
an annual income from this of about
$5.000 each. Seeking practical nauti-
cal training, he spent a while on the
ore ships on the Great lLakes and
came off the lakes to Cincinnati to
take charge of farm gas engine pro-
duction for the Aerometer companv
of Chicago. He spent the year of
1909 and 1910 studying therodynamics
at Purdue and did scientific and me-
chanical work in Brussels and Ger-
many. He returned to work with his
father in the leather business, build-
ing a plant to become the largest pro-
ducing plant in the world at the be-
ginning of the World war.

Recruit for the Navy

Unable to get into service in the war
because of defective vision and bad
feet, he devoted his time to recruiting
“gobs” for the Navy. In 1919 he be-
came president of the Fansteel Pro-
ducts company of North Chicago
which manufactured rare metals, and
in 1921 became American agent for a
Swiss electrical company, one of the
largest engineering firms in the world.
In 1925 this company had the business
of 100 percent of the American air-
plane industry and it still holds 1t.
Lindbergh, Chamberlain and other
aviators have used their magneto.

Re-interested in matters of the sea,
Wilder turned again at this period 1n
his career to regard America’s lament-
able lack of an adequate merchant
marine. He saw the need of a fleet
of American ships in which America
would incorporate all that she had
learned in her industries, utilities and
railroads. Seventy-five years ago this
country turned away from the sea, he
pointed out, and bent all energies to
developing and settling the mnation.
Now that task is completed and 1t 1s
time, he believes, to turn back to the
sea.

Four vyears ago Wilder purchased
the largest ship-building company i1n
the world and added to it a number of
other electrical manufacturing com-
panies and started in competition with
the General Electric and Westinghouse
corporations. Significant and magni-
ficent electrical engineering produc-
tions came out of this merger, the
greatest achievement of all the air-
plane Saratoga, the largest and fast-
est ship afloat. Upon the lines of its
building is being built the Flying
Cloud, a great ship that will cross the
Atlantic in four days and become the
nucleus of the merchant marine. Its
model has proved its ability to travel
at a speed fifty percent greater than
that of existing liners with half the
fuel and one-third the crew.

On May 5, just before the House of
Representatives passed the Jones-
White bill, Wilder, for his company,
made a direct offer to the president
to buy the United States liners, which
include the Leviathan, the America,
the George Washington, the Republic,
the President Roosevelt and the Presi-
dent Harding. In the event that
President Coolidge sells them, these
great ships will be operated until the
Flying Cloud and five of her sisters
are ready. That will be some time be-
tween 1930 and 1935. In the meanwhile
these ships will be used as training
ships.



