February 18, 1928

SUBSTITUTES RESCUE
“LION AND THE MOUSE”

Absence of Regulars Because of
[llness Fails to Impair Fine
Community Drama

By Critic

“The Lion and the Mouse”—a very
remarkable triumph! Professionals
have an understudy, but amateurs can-
not attain that Iluxury. Therefore,
when the leading part of “Shirley”
became vacant at 5 o'clock Wednes-
day afternoon, the fate of the play
scheduled ior that evening hung in the
balance. The faith and resourceful-
ness of Mrs. Ray Feagans, the director,
and the amazing ability of Mrs. James
Deming, who took the part. and, with
book in hand so read the lines that
they seemed her own words, saved the
day. Other changes had to be made
and announced from the platform.
Mrs. Deetle was played by Mrs. Fea-
gans, Miss Frances Ellison being ill.
The expressman was_taken at the last
moment by Edward Martin.

Many well-known favorites appeared
in the course of the first act. Mrs.
John Marshall never let us forget that
her father was John Nesbit, the bank-
er. Mrs. John Ritchie was a huge
success as Kudoxia, who, having en-
gaged for a family of two, objected to
work for four, and who “wasn’t told
anything about baggage.” Mrs. Wil-
liam Ayer McKinney was very con-
vincing as the wife of the persecuted
John Rossmore, Ralph Varney was
a good specimen of “blue blood,” ex-
emplified in the Hon. Fitzroy Bagley,
while Mrs. Joseph R. Graff took her
first considerable part as Mrs. John
Ryder.

New Players Sparkle

New and welcome people were D.
B. Middleton, who appeared as the
Rev. Pontifex Deetle: Frank Bailev,
as Judge Rossmore; James Deming as
ex-judge Stott; Harold K. Weld as
Jockins (one of the best butlers ever
secured by the amateur group): and
John Jameson, who played Senator
Roberts. Mr. Jameson is a fine addi-
tion to the growing group of talented
amateur actors. So also is Miss
Myrtle Ness, who made a charming
Kate Roberts,

Carl Johnson played the difficult
part of Jefferson Ryder very well,
growing steadily better as the play
progressed.

Of course the last three acts rested
mainly in the hands of Burton At-
wood, , who, as John Burkett Ryder,
“The Octopus,” did a fine piece of
work, Those who remembered Mr.
Atwood in “The Jacobin” can: con-
gratulate him on his ability to do a
different type equally well.

Mrs. Sherman Goble assisted Mrs.
Feagans in the directing, while Mrs.
Karnopp acted as prompter.

“Back Stage” Does Well

Mrs. Willlam T. Wersted, Mrs.

Louis Sherman, Mrs. Roger Ballard,
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Mrs. Carleton W. Washburne and Mrs,.

Charles K. Simpson were in their usual
places behind the scenes, making the
settings, costume and make-up very
effective.

Mrs. Alfred Freeman and Mrs.
Ralph Jaeger assembled countless
lovely properties to good effect (and
have them all to return).

David Lasier, as stage manager, had
an able crew: Harrison McClung, Dick
Stoddard, William L. March, and
Donald Morrison. Dr. Davies Lazear
managed the lighting, and Miss Mary
Scrimgeour attended to the sale of
tickets.

A capacity audience enjoyed not
only this strong play, but listened
gladly to Mr. Davies’ preliminary talk
on National Drama Week, and the part
the Little Theatre Movement is taking
in the development of good plays, and
the co-operation this movement is de-
veloping between actors and audience.
“The Lion and the Mouse” was given
by the Community Players on Wed-
nesday and Thursday evenings at
Community House.

Country Day Gives Help

to Shakespeare Memorial

“The Tragedy of King Richard the
Second,” by William Shakespeare, was
presented recently by the members of
the Ninth grade English class of the
North Shore Country Day school, in
the school auditorium, February 3, the
performance being given for the bene-
fit of the Shakespeare Memorial
theater fund.

Because the play was a class project,
everyone of the forty members of the
class had a part in the performance,
the actors exchanging their costumes
and their roles between each scene.

Six of the original nineteen scenes
were chosen for the production, those
in which Richard’s character is most
sharply delineated.

The settings for the six scenes and
the costumes were designed and made
by the Ninth grade in their art class.

LOANS Jmiour
COMMISSION
On Desirable Homes and Apartment
Bulldings
John Hancock Mutual Life Insur-
ance Company

D. LANGWORTHY, Loan Agent
112 W. Adams St., Chicago

A.

FIRST MORTGAGE LOANS

Construction or Refinancing
REASONABLE RATES

ON BOND_ .
EVEoRTCAGE (0

Greenleaf 888

DOVENMUEHLE, Inc.

73 Years of Safety

“105 South Dearborn, Chicago

Ample funds at

- Phone Central 6393

: ®
interest for loans
on homes

5, 10 and 15 year plans, straight or with pre-payment privileges

Our loans are purchased by

UNION CENTRAL LIFE INSURANCE €O.

of Cincinnati

BANKERS LIFE CO.

of Des Moines

Combined Assets $330,000,000

41
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Landscape Axrchitect
1020 SPRUCE ST. TEL. WINN. 2235

North Shore Representative
for
Stark Bros.

America’s Largest Nursery—Over 3000 Acres

Fruit, Ornamental and Shade Trees
Roses — Peonies

Peiennials — Hardy Ornamentals
Seeds — Bulbs — Potted Plants
Planning Planting Construction
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100% CO-OPERATIVE
HOMES

1430 CHICAGO AVE.
opposite First Presbyterian Church

New, seven story fireproof buildings,
modern in every detail. Luxurious rooms,
wood-burning fireplaces, complete kitchen
equipment, cedar closet, incinerator, Otis
Elevators and mechanical
Garages in connection.

refrigeration.

Y our Inspection Invited

VICTOR C. CARLSON
ORGANIZATION, INC.

509 Davis Street

i
1426 CHICAGO AVE.
Phone: Greenleaf 500 é

NOW SELLING
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