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basic policies affecting

social future and serving
a working program for the organiza-
tion were outlined and discussed at the
Congress of Parents and
which held its thirty-first an-
from

Five

| May 21 to May 28. About 2,000 dele-
| gates from fortv-seven states were In

Among the ten representa-
tives from Illinois were Mrs. B. F.
[Langworthy of Winnetka, who is the
national chairman of the committee on
Parent-Teacher associations in high
schools ; Mrs. James M. Sheldon, presi-
dent of the P. T. A. of Glencoe; Mrs.
Kimball of Evanston, social
director of the National Kindergarten
college: Mrs. Walter T. Buhlig of
Chicago, the Illinois state president;
Mrs. Mark Mears of Chicago, fhrst
vice-president of the Woman’s City
club: Mrs. Orville T. Bright of Home-
wood, honorary vice-president of the
National Congress; and Miss A. R.
Merrill, of the Associated Library In-
stitute. Illinois, which is second only
to California in membership, carred oft

| national honors by winning the silver

cup given to the state having the most
to the Child Weltare
magazine, sponsored by the National

Congress.
Five Major Policies

The five major policies with which

| the convention was primarily concern-

ed. were: organization of schools for
parents in which mothers and fathers

' may learn more of the science of child
| welfare, of mental and physical hygiene
' for children;

higher wages for teachers
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in elementary schools; more scientific
and healthy facing ot the l,nnhhm of
sex hygiene ; higher standards of train-
ing in the grade schools of America;
and national registration of children of
]‘al‘t'—ht‘hm:] dLC, with the tJ]]j{‘{"[ of
bringing these children into the fhrst
orade as nearly free from physical and
mental handicaps as possible.

Mrs. [. Reeve, national president,
said the organization may be defned
in one sense as a great school for par-
ents and teachers, with one major ob-
ject, to know the child. She also stres-
sed the need for securing the highest
type of teachers, not always possible
because of the low compensation,
Since the bulk of the American popu-
lation depends for its school education
upon the elementary schools, Mrs.
Reeves pointed out, and since nearly
cighty-five percent of the boys and
oirls of America never enter a high
school, neither intelligence, energy nor
money should be spared in making the
elementary schools as fine and broad
in scope as possible.

Study Social Hygiene

W. Edson, chairman of the
social hvgiene committee, advocated
franker dealing with the question of
sex. ‘“T'he immportance of a clean,
healthy attitude toward this subject
among children is tremendous,’ he
said. “Most parents need information
for the task of givng information about
sex developments and of guiding the
range of sex relationships.” The com-
mittee on social hvgiene reported that
many study groups had been formed
during the vear to give more intelli-
gent consideration to this subject.

In trying to give the handicapped
child better chance in life, national
registration of children of pre-school
age is urged . Parents of children 1n
any way handicapped are being asked
to co-operate with the organization.
Many states require that every child
be examined during the summer be-
fore he enters school, in order to pro-
tect him from the handicaps that may
arise later if he is obliged to miss some
of the school days because of ill health.
[llinois is especially recommending this
medical examination in i1ts program.

Conducts Round Table

Mrs. L.angworthy conducted a Round

Newell

Table at one of the luncheons, on
“Hiech School Adolescent Problems.”
Fxperts in many fields, among them
Dr. William Palmer Lucas and Dr.
Lewis Turman of the University of
California. and Dr. Ernest R. Groves
of Boston university, gave valuable

talks to the mothers and teachers at-
tending the convention, stimulating
them in the lines of activity to be car-
ried out in Parent-Teacher associations
throughout the country.

Dr. Groves made a plea for an all-
round training of the voung in prep-
aration for their potentialities. In
stressing the need for greater manual
occupation for children, he said that
cheap movies, sensational novels and
magazines supply opiates, but the ade-
quate cnmmnmtmn is a skill in manual
arts., in wood, metal, basketry, clay,
weaving, and also in music, vocal and
instrumental. “These things must be
started in schools and maintained
throughout life as a means of making
society lmht hearted, because ot shar-
ing a little in the business of creation.
That is the only thing that makes peo-
ple happy in any permanent manner,”
he said.

Character, “Bundle of Habits”

Will C. Wood, former -.u;wrintendvnt
of the public instruction 1n (‘ahfmrma
in speaking on “Useful Citizenship,”
said that citizenship is character func-
tioning in civic affairs. Character con-
sists verv largely of a bundle of habits
and life attitudes most of which are
determined during pre-school years.
He said that parents are brought to
realize their responsibilities in form-
ing the character of the child, through
parent-teacher organizations and
through parent education courses. By

(Continued on page 38)



