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WINNETKA TALK

| MODERN EDUCATION IS

CHALLENGE TO TEACHER

University Authority Cites Meth-

ods of Realizing Purposes
of Modern Training

“The Purpose of Modern FEduca-
tion” and “Methods of Realizing the
Purpose of Modern Education” were
the subjects of two lectures given last
week by Dr. John Stout, director of
the school of education, Northwestern
university, before the summer school
students of the National Kindergarten
and Elementary college.

According to Dr. Stout, the funda-
mental things which education should
undertake to give the individual are:

l—An opportunity for the fullest
possible development for better living,
including physical development, a good
digestion, knowledge of good food, the
proper development of the nervous
svstem and i1ts nourishment.

2—An opportunity for the fullest
development of all his mental powers,
that his mind may become the best
that nature has given him. In order
to accomplish this we should have, if
we need them, laws to protect the
child, to control the parent, or against
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seeking to prove or verify facts and
takes nothing for granted. This at-
titude of open minded seeking would
put us in the state of mind to do
three things—to find facts, to inter-
pret these facts in the light of the
facts themselves and not to color the
interpretation with our preconceived
ideas, and to proceed in action in ac-
cordance with the facts as we have in-
terpreted them.

In answer to the question “Is the
scientific method needed in educa-
tion?” Dr. Stout said that most
people who have been engaged in ed-
ucational work for some time are
very conscious of their limitations
because of the lack of mformation
concerning the needs and interests of
those thev are trying to teach. “We
are no less keenly aware of our ig-
norance of the requirements of our
society on the modern individual,”
said Dr. Stout. “The only hope for
civilization is that our homes and
schools mav be able to turn out a
generation of boys and girls who will
be able to do better than we have
done.”

“The ignorant teacher 1s a danger-
ous teacher.” No one has a moral
right in this day to enter upon the
teaching profession without adequate
preparation. Secure as much of the
scientific outlook and as much of the
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