WINNETKA TALK

Reviews Municipal Progress

Editor's Note™

Accompanying is the
second installment of Village Manager
H. L. Woolhiser's annual report made be-
fore the President and Board of Trus-
tees recently. The report covers the work
of the Village departments for the fiscal
year ending March 31, 1926. The purpose
OL the report was to review briefly the
work of the past year and to outline a
program of activity for the vear ahead.
It should be of interest to everv citizen
of the village, since it is. in effect, a
statement of the condition of the cor-
poration of which they are all stock-
holders. Another installment will appear
In next week's issue of WINNETKA TALK.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Details of the work of the Public
Works department are set forth in
the accompanying report of Mr.
Harold Bohnen, superintendent of
streets

It is interesting to note that the ex-
pense of operation of the Public
Works department for the past fiscal
year, namely $60,400, shows a decrease
of $6,100 below the budget estimate,
which was $66,492, although it appeared
early in the season that the budget
would probably be exceeded.

~An important factor in this saving
1s found in the operation of the waste
collection department, where the total
cost for the year was $34810, as com-
pared with the budget estimate of $40.-
436, a saving of practically $6.000 be-
low last year’s expense.

. Effect Big Saving

This saving was made possible by
handling the collection of ashes and
rubbish with our own equipment,
which plan is now working very satis-
factorily with the adequate service
vard facilities which have been pro-
vided. ~ We are still handling the col-
lection of garbage under contract. be-
cause of the fact that this is the only
method whereby the Village can be
assured of a means of disposal, the
contractor being a Glenview farmer,
who uses the garbage for fertilizer and
hog feeding.

It 1s believed that the Village should
shortly give serious consideration to
the acquisition of a site for an incin-
erator for garbage and rubbish, and it
1s believed that bv the collection of
garbage with our own equipment, we
could save enough in operating cost
in five years to finance the construc-
tion of an incinerating plant.

The income received for the collec-
tion of garbage and ashes is $32,556,
and adding to this, garbage tax levy
of $7,946, we have a total revenue of

By the Village Manager

$40,502 for this service, leaving a sur-

plus for the vear of $5692. This
the first time in many vears that the
cost of this service has been less than
the revenue.

During the year $11,398 was spent
for street repairs, which 1s consider-
ably less than has ordinarily been ex-
pended. However, adding to this an
item of $8,700 for other street expenses,
with 10 percent for overhead, and ad-
ding $11,244 paid by the Village 1n
public benefits for street improvements,
we have a total of $33,244 spent on the
streets of the Village, as compared
with $30.768 received in vehicle taxes
and road and bridge tax.

It 1s belhieved that the Village should
increase considerably its expenditures
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 for street maintenance during the com-

ing vear, laving particular stress on
our brick and asphaltic concrete
streets, which are in very poor condi-
‘tjon, as the result of heavy motor traf-
fic, for which they were never de-
signed. A general program of macadam
resurfacing should also be carried out,
under the usual plan of depending on
abutting property owners to carry a
portion of the cost, and 1t 1s suggested
that the Council give consideration to

| the feasibility of handling this work

bv special assessment, under a recent
act of the legislature, thereby making
certain that all property owners bene-
fited, particularlv non-residents, share
in the expense. This would relieve
the Village of carryving the burden of
such property, and make available a
corresponding amount for the mainten-
ance of brick and asphaltic concrete
pavements.

With regard to brick and asphaltic
pavements, it 1s suggested that a care-
ful studv be made of the best method
of resurfacing them, under the direc-
tion of the village engineer, and that
some experimental sections be rebult
this vear, possibly with an asphaltic
surface, to determine the best method
for the remainder.

Need Traffic Route

The rapid destruction of our light
residential pavements can be most ef-
fectively retarded by the completion
of the through traffic route along the
railroad, and it is suggested that every
effort be made to complete the section
now in court and institute proceedings
for the section from Elm street to
Tower road, as well as the section iIn
the Manus Indian Hill subdivision, at
the earliest possible date.
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The completion of the new Village
sérvice vard has served to greatly im-
prove the quality and efficiency of the
service of the Public Works depart-
ment, by providing adequate facilities
for the storage and maintenance of
motor and other equipment, storeroom
tacilities for supplies and tools and a
comiortable and sanitarv locker room
for the men, by means of a building
and yard structure which is not an
eye-sore 1in the neighborhood, but
rather an attractive improvement.

During the vear, the manager had
charge of the work of mosquito abate-
ment, under a citizens' committee ap-
pointed by the village president, and
the cost of this work was kept within
the amount contributed voluntarily by
citizens, so that no assitsance was
needed from Village funds.

Motorize Street Equipment

An mmportant function of the Public
Works department is the cleaning of
streets, and 1t 1s felt that up to this
time, the quahity of this service has not
been up to the other standards of the
Village. It has been recommended to
the Council and acted on favorably,
that a motor driven street cleaning ma-
chine be purchased, and it 1s estimated
that with this equipment, we can keep
our business and residential streets
reasonably clean, at a cost no greater
than in the past.

The problem of snow removal during
the past year was unusually difficult,
due to the large number of ordinary
snowstorms and two veryv heavv snow-
falls. The snow plow attachment for
plowing street pavements by motor
truck, was used for the first time In
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several vears, with fair results. The
plowing of sidewalks by horse drawn
plows becoming less satisfactory
every vear, due to the refusal of team-
sters to get out early in the morning,
and it i1s recommended that an mvesti-
gation be made of the feasibility of
discontinuing the use of horses and the
adoption of tractor operated snow
plows for side walk work.

A considerable number of sidewalks
in the Village are in extremely bad
condition, and it i1s believed that steps
should be taken to secure the co-oper-
ation of property owners in relaving
manyv of these walks, the Village bear-
ing the cost of sidewalk approaches at
intersections,

Obey Zoning Law

The matter of enforcement oi the
zoning ordinance occupied a consider-
able amount of the time of the build-
ing inspector and also of the Village
Manager acting as superintendent of
public works, and i1t 1s believed that
with a few exceptions, the ordinance
has been reasonably complhied with. |
wish to take this opportunity of ex-
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pressing a word ot appreciation ot the
selt-sacrihcing pubhec being

rendered by the members of the Zon-
ing Board of Appeals, who are devot-
ing a very considerable amount of time
to this work, not only in their capacity
as an appeal board on zoning prob-
lems, but also as a special board to
improve the architecture of buildings
in the business and industrial zones of
the wvillage.

Service

T

|

I

I

il

T
I

I

(T

-

BEAUTY

SHOPPE

(I

For Your

Permanent Wawve

as well as any other branch
of first class beauty culture

Phone Winnetka 933
“Our Methods Please”

The Comfort Shop

Miss Jennie Anderson
“Mrs. Chas. Stromgren”

Mever Bank Bldg.
797 Elm St. Winn. 933
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, The
Painted Butter

fly .

1054 Gage Street, Hubbard Weods
(next to Post Office)

ART STUDIO AND GIFT SHOP

Pottery, Faience, Glass, Silver,
Pewter, Brass, Etc.
Also, Florentine Linen, Lingerie and Leather.

New Importations Are !
A large selection for Wedding and Anniversary Gifts l
'
'

Cicely Haas

Announces d = igs

" Reduced

Clearance
ALL HATS

to Below Cost

[ suggest an early visit before the stock
is picked over.

946 Oak St.

Winnetka

Phone 320
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