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WINNETKA TALK

March 20, 1926

Your Village Caucus Platform

['he platform of the Village Caucus, | age a
sions into more than one party where |

differences | 'MOTE

which convened Monday of this week
and selected candidates for the various
Village offices to be voted upon in the
election on April 6 (as noted in another
column of this issue of WINNETKA
TALK) 1s published in its entirety here-
with :

RESOILVED, That this caucus of cit-
izens of Winnetka, assembled for the

purpose of nominating candidates for
the Village offices to be filled at the

coming April election, hereby adopts
the following statement and declara-
tion of its principles, purposes and

policies, and requests the secretary to
have the same published for the in-
formation of all voters, together with
a list of the candidates nominated at
this meeting:

The rapid growth of Winnetka in
recent vears has added to our village
many new residents who are natural-
lyv unfamiliar with local politics. For
their information it seems appropriate
to explain how the village officers
have been nominated in the past, the
history of this caucus, the policies for
which it stands, its organization and
procedure,

History of Caueuns. This caucus is
the successor of similar meetings held
each year for the last eleven years.
The candidates selected in every in-
stance have proved acceptable to the
voters and were elected at the polls.

Participation in Caueus. All citi-
zens in sympathy with the ideals and
policies of the caucus are invited to
participate and their co-operation is
welcomed. To insure attendance of a
considerable number, special notices
have been mailed to those who have
attended previous meetings or have
indicated some active interest in com-
munity affairs. Any citizens notifying
the secretary will be placed on this
list for future vears. The caucus is
not, however, intended as a universal
town meeting or open forum to settle
all issues and could not so function
or serve Such purpose. Radical dif-
ferences in policy should not be final-
ly determined by majority vote at
any meeting attended by only a por-
tion of the voters, but by the presen-
tation of alternative tickets for the
consideration of all the voters at the
polls,. The aim of this caucus is to
bring together a representative body
of citizens fairly harmonious with re-
spect to certain policies in order that
a ticket of fit candidates, standing for
those policies, may be presented to the
voters. Any other group out _ of
sympathy with these policies will al-
wayvs be at liberty to put its own can-
didates in the field.

Ideals, Purposes and Policies for
which the caucus has stood and con-
tinues to Btand may be summarized

as follows:

1. Qualifieation of Candidates. The
caucus aims to insure able, eflicient
and honest administration of the vil-
lage affairs by securing candidates not
only of unquestioned honesty, but of
proved ability—men whose success and
good judgment in their own business
affairs and other matters justify plac-
ing the village problems in their
hands. In carrving out this policy the
caucus has avoided office-seekers and
let the office seek the man. With
few, if any, exceptions the candidates
put forward by the caucus have con-
sented to act and given their time at
considerable personal sacrifice from a
sense of civie duty and in response to
the persuasions of the nominating
committee,

2. Discouragement of Unnecessary
Parties, The caucus aims to discour-
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artificial and unnecessary divi-
there are no fundamental
in policy. Permanent party alignments
along national or state party lines, or
otherwise., are not needed in village
affairs.
jissues, divide and weaken the
forces of good government and
up self-interested organizations of of-
fice-seekers,

3. Municipal Water and Light
Properties. The caucus has stood,
and stands, unequivoeally for the
municipal ownership and operation
and retention of the village water and
light properties, and points to these
operations with justifiable pride as
indicating what may be done with an
efficient and non-political administra-
tion.

4. Track Depression. The caucus
has stood, and stands, and pledges its
candidates to work for grade separa-
tion and track depression of our rail-
roads. The frequent killing of our
citizens and increasing number of
high-speed trains make this one of
our most impertant and pressing
problems. Much work has been done
on this matter by our present officials
and we congratulate them on the
progress made. Both railroads have
been committed to track depression in
principle.

5. Referendums on Franchises, Our
candidates are pledged to grant no
franchises to railroads or other public

utilities without first submitting the
matter to a referendum vote of the
citizens.

. Preservation of Residential and
Community Ideal. This caucus stands
unequivocally for the preservation of
the Residentizl and Community Ideal
for our village. By this we mean the
preservation, so far as controllable, of
all those desirable features of our
community life which have brought
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y most of our citizens here and have
caused some who have surveved the
surburban life of America to call it

the ideal suburb. The great majority

of our citizens come here to escape
' the bigness of the city and give their
families the benefit of a more open
| and healthful country life and the

healthful interests

homogeneous vommunities, The resi-
dential ideal should prevall and neces-

sary commercial development should
be in keeping with this ideal. This
caucus stands for the carefully

studied Village
of the Zoning law, for discourage-
ment of commercial and industrial de-
velopments bevond the needs of a
residential community and for exclu-
sion, as far as possible, of apartments
and hotels, [n

anyv exploitation of the low lands to |
the west of the village. Undue and
forced expansion into naturally un-

desirable lands, bringing large In-
creases of population of a
character and perhaps new commer-
cial and industrial centers and activi-
means direct and rapid progress

backward toward the confused city

life, and will be even more destructive |

of our present homogeneous commu-
nity life than apartment development.
Such development, aside from all
other considerations, can only result
in expense to our present citizens for
unnecessary drainage assessments and
increased tax burdens.
7. indorsement of Village Admin-
istration. This caucus endorses the

present village administration.

The annual luncheon of the Sarah
Hackett Stevenson Memorial Lodging
house will be held at 1. o'clock today at
the Hotel LaSalle. Mrs. Harold Ickes
of Hubbard Woods and Dr. John Timo-
thy Stone will give talks on “The Lead-
ership of Children.”
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