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WINNETKA TALK

Are You Interested in books of
Fiction, Biography, Travel, m His-
| tory? For lists write to ESTHER
GOULD c¢/o your local paper.

THE PROFESSOR GROWS
OLD

“THE PROFESSOR’S HOUSE”
By Willa Cather.
Alfred A. Knopf.

It has of Willa Cather
that remarked that nothing
which has happened to her since she
was 20 age seemed to
be material for her art. If this be true
it would perhaps explain the quality of
remoteness, trying to recapture
something, which is so apparent in her
writing.

In “A Lost Lady,” the story of a
woman who never really existed, this

subtle quality found its perfect expres-
ston, in Miss Cather’s latest book,“The
Professor’s House,” the expression is
less perfect.

Miss Cather has written in this book
of the inner life of a man, a professor
in a midwestern university. Godfrey
St. Peter’s exterior life has been one
of great excitement, a happy marriage
to a charming woman, the growing up
of two daughters, a more or less bitter
struggle against the forces of commer-
cialism in the university, these have
made up the part of his life that the
world has seen.

But against these as a pleasantly
colored and ever present background,
St. Peter has lived a vivid and absorb-
ing life in the old third floor study
which he shares with two wiry and be-
decked dress forms. These are the allies
of Augusta, the sewing woman, who
occupies the study during the profes-
sor's off hours. Here St. Peter wrote
his brilliant work on the early Spanish
adventurers in America, here or in his
beloved garden, he and Tom Outland
talked far into the night.

In Tom Outland Miss Cather has
once more created a character through
the eyes of others. This boy with his
unusual background and his VIgorous
original mind gave to St. Peter, outside
of his own creative work, the only
thing in his life which was entirely
above the commonplace,—exactly as
he had dreamed in his boyhood that life
would be. Outland’s death in the War is
Fate’s assurance that this one thing in
i's. lifetime of things, shall be kept invio-
ate.

We see the Professor first when all
this 1s over. But in retrospect we live
it again with him, during those years
In which he is learning that his zest in
living and his youth have somehow
slipped from him. At the moment when
he faces and accepts that fact we
leave him.

It is effective writing, with a strength
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ALWAYS FIRST

When you want to see the
latest in Milady’s wearing ap-
parel, come to the

Unique Style Shop

1126 Central Ave., Wilmette

We are now showing the latest

modes in Dresses, Coats, Felt
and Velour Hats.

and subtlety not easy to put into words |

—1t must itself be read. It has. as one
critic has expressed it, an “arrowy per-
tection’’,

IN DARKEST AFRICA

“MY AFRICAN NEIGHBOURS”
By Hans Coudenhove.
Little Brown & Co.

We enjoy having William Beebe tell
us of strange little insects and animals
who live their bizarre lives without help
irom or reference to us. It is with the
same sort of enjoyment that we can
read this book “My African Neigh-
bours”, by Hans Coudenhove.

The author is a wnan who writes with
a great deal of charm of style, who is
extremely well versed in the arts both
ancient and modern and yvet who has
“Never seen an airoplane, or a dirigible
balloon, or a motor-bus, or a taxiecab,
or a motor-boat, or a wireless appar-
atus, or a cloud picture, or the presi-
dent of a republic, or a portrait of
Linstein, or a Bolshevik.” We are just
beginning to think that happiness still
exists on earth when he goes on to say
that he has not slept in a bed for 12
years, and for one period of five years
did not sit down to a meal with another
human being.

But this isolation has given Mr.
Coudenhove ample opportunity for a
study of the strange neighbours which
he has chosen. He tells us of their
folkways and superstitions, their re-
markable modesty which makes them
unable to answer a direct question,
allowing the most stupendous news to
come out casually, reminding one of the
story “There ain't no news except
the dog's dead.”

He brings out their strange psycho-
logy, their shrewdness, in regard to
some things and gullibility in others,
as for instance when many believed

-

by S. P. B. Mais

A novel of English
country life . . 200
Brentano’s-Chicago

SINCLAIR LEWIS $2.00

ARROWSMITH

“One of the best novels ever

written m America.”—H. L.

Mencken.
Harcourt, Brace & Co. New York
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IF you employ this undertak-
ing establishment you are
certain to receive a painstak-
Ing, conscientious service, and

you will feel quite satisfied that
you made arrangements with
us to look after the affair.

Ward & Buchholz

Funeral Directors

Lady Assistant
Private Ambulance

912 Chicago Ave. Ph., Univ. 600

that the World War was caused by a
dispute between the “Sultans” of the
EEnglish and the Germans as to the rel-
ative merits of their mounts, a black
and a white mule.

Mr. Coudenhove at one moment
gives descriptions of the beauties of the
country which bear out Mr. Carl
Akeley’s prophecy that Africa is the

future playground of the world, then he |
|turns to giving us science mixed up
| with humor.

THE BLACK MAGICIAN
3y R. T. M. SCOTT

Author of “Secret Service

Smith,” is a thriller of the most
enthralling kind.

Magic? Adventure?
Sensation? Oh, READ it!

~UTTON’S
Price $2.00 New York

SHERWOOD ANDERSON’S
LATEST NOVEL

DARK
LAUGHTER

The novel that will make him
known to all America.

Boni & Liveright—New York

CITIES OF MANY
MEN

A wanderer’s Memories of London.
Chicago

Paris, New York, and
During Fifty Years.
By H. C. CHATFIELD-TAYLOR

of particular interest to Chicago-
ans for its portrayal of social life
and leaders of the period.

At all bookstores, Illus. $5.00
HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN CO.
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JUST PUBLISHED

the first novel in three years
by the author of

IF WINTER COMES

ONE
INCREASING
PURPOSE

by
A. S. M. HUTCHINSON

$2.00 at all Booksellers

LITTLE, BROWN & CO.
Publishers, Boston
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Good Homes

Deserve Fence Protection

N a great measure the appearance and
atmosphere of rich exclusiveness which

pervades the most beautiful homes and estates
on the north shore is due to the air of privacy
effected by the fence surrounding them.

The American Wire Fence Company has

installed many miles of

permanently beautiful

and protective chain-link fence in this local-

ity. Our factory at Libertyv

ille is splendidly

equipped to furnish and erect fence for your
home with advantages in both cost and im-

mediate service.

Phone or write to either our factory or our

Chicago office.

American Wire Fence Company
7 South Dearborn Street, Chicago

Phone Central 7801

Factory: Libertyville, IIL.




