S w . o o

WINNETKA WEEKLY TALK, SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 1925

1Y

JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY

In Character Sketches

R e i —

Editor’'s Note—Hoyt King of Wil
mette, one of the best known men m

New Trier township by virtue of his
many years service as Township Col-
lector, 1s the author of Character
Sketches of James Whiacomb Riley
which will appear frequently in issues of
WinnNETEA TALK,

Mr. King comes by his enthusiasm for
Riley quite naturally since he is a native
of htffiflﬂfl and the son of one of the
poet's most intimate friends. Mr. King's
father was associated with the Indian-
apolis Journal—where hffﬂ was a famil-
war figure for many vears—and purchased
the first volume of the ﬁrst edition of
Riley's poems, a iumfz now in possession
of Mr. I{mg ‘As a boy 1 uf!ru saw
Mr. Riley,” says Mr. King, “though 1
did not know him intimately. I have al-
ways prized his works and have made
quite an exhaustive study of his cracer.
I hope these brief character sketches

may be of interest to other Riley lovers
on the north shore.”

—_—

When speaking, Riley would observe
closely the effect of his readings on
his auditors. Once a man and his wife
made an exit while he was giving the
“Happy Little Cripple.” He was much
concerned and asked a friend to find

out why they left. He learned that
they had a little crippled child of their
own. It i1s said he never used the |
recitation after this. He mav have
abandoned it for a w hile, but [ know
hc did give the lines later. The
“Happy Little Cripple” views his af-

flictions lightly, as this verse shows:
“HAPFY LITTLE CRIPPLE”
“I'm nine vears old! An’ you can’t guess
how much I weigh, I bet!—
g mf hr'; thday I weighed thirty-three ! —
I weigh tharty vet,

:"m ﬂu}'HF little ;::: my size—I'm purt’ |
nigh littler an’

“Some babies is!—an’ m'zr;f:hr:rn all :‘"Eil'”i'
me ‘their little man’!

T ¥ u ¥
An’ Doc, one time he laughed an’

I spee, first thing you know,
“Youw'll have a little fﬁih -tatl coat an’
travel with a show.

“Aw nen I laughed—itill T looked ’round
an  Aunty was a-cryin’'—
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Riley's natural bent trained him to
see poetry in incidents, poetry in the
scenery about him, poetry in dreams
of the dead and gone. Jerry Martin,
Riley's next door neighbor in Green-
held, tells this one: “Once,” he says,
“Old Bill Bussell, as he was called,
a farmer who lived at Bussell's Corner,
came into the courthouse one morning.
All of us boys were standing around
and Riley was with us. Somebody
greeted Bussell with, ‘How's tarmin),
Bill, and I remember the old farmer
replied, ‘I'm not raisin’ anything this
vear. The corn’s all wallered down,
the potatoes are all wallered down,
everything is all wallered down.” And
it wasn't very long after that, that
Riley wrote some verses in which these
lines appear :

“*T'hese here cy-clones foolin’ round,

And back’ard crops and wind and
rain,

And vit the corn that’ S ucﬂh red down,

"ulm elbow up agin.

On  another occasion, Freeman
Crawiford, who used to own a drug
store in Greenfield and later traveled
to Kansas in a wagon, came back for
a visit. In his Greenfield days the
Adelphian band used to give street
nmight. A bunch of boys,

Riley among them, met Crawiford on

the street and he said he was going to |

leave, but he wanted to hear the old
band play once more before he did.
[ he remark escaped the rest, but there

was 1n it such a tone of regret and
longing that it was inspirational to
Riley and we have his verses:

“THE OLD BAND"
“"What's come of old Bill Lindsay

the saxhorn fellers—say?
I want to hear the old band play.
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“What's
Snow?.

“And Nate and Bony Meek;
Tom Richa’son and that

“Air brother of his plaved the drum a
twict as big as Jim;

“And old Hi Kerns, the carpenter—say,
what's become of him?

“I make no doubt ver new band now's
a competenter band,

“And plays their music more by note
than what they play by hand
“And stvhisher and grander tunes,

somehow—any-way.

“I want to hear the old band play.”

1926 LICENSE PLATES
TO BE BLUE AND WHITE

Blue license plates lettered in white
have been selected for automobiles for
the wvear 1926.

Contract for the manufacture of the
plates has been let by Secretary of
State, Louis L. Emmerson at 13.4 cents
per pair and this is believed to be about
the lowest price for plates 1in the
United States.

The contract for these plates, which
will number 1,165,000, was awarded to
the C. H. Hanson company of Chi-
cago.

The plates enclosed in patented en-
velopes will be delivered to the
House in Springfield free of charge to
the state and will be ready for dis-
tribution on January 1, 1926.
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HAPPY OR OTHERWISE

Whether “those good, old golden |
school days' are happy for your
bov or girl depends upon their
| evesight. They cannot advance
in their studies unless their
is unimpaired. An ex-
will tell.
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the demands in 1926, and the con-
tracts speciiy that if more plates are
needed thev will be furnished at the
same figure.

Statistics compiled irom the records
of the Automobile department show
that during the year 1925, to date
1,015,190 pleasure cars have been li-
censed.

In addition 4,332 dealers, 5,449 mo-
torcycles, and 146,114 truck licenses
have been issued making a total regis-
tration of 1,171,085.

The total revenue from license fees

turned into the state treasury for this
period has been $12,110,777.03.

PERCY, BIG FISHERMAN

Percy Hilburn, who photographed
for Metro-Goldwyn-Maver, the Vic-
tor Seastrom production of “Confes-
sions of a Queen,” is ranked as one
of the greatest fisherman on the Paci-
fic coast.
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f Advice to Mothers!

Don’t economize or ‘“cut down”
fresh milk. Give the tiny tot all it can drink, for
milk is Nature’s greatest health food—the nearest
approach to mother’s milk.

BOWMAN’S MILK has been the favorite of dis-
criminating mothers for
when they grow up, follow mother’s advice and
give BOWMAN’S MILK to their precious ones.
They KNOW it is the best money can buy.

best.
you.
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You, too, cannot afford anything less than the
Ask one of our courteous milkmen to serve
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Also Buttar Eg g’.s' and Cotmg’a Cheese
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As Great an Improvement on the Present

Day Oil Burner as the Oil Burner is
on the Coal-Fired Furnace

AUTOMATIC OIL BURNER

For Home Heating’
I |
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Announcing the opening of their new show
room and their special “Opening Offer”’—Com-
plete installation with automatic controls and

oil storage tank for $540.00—$50.00 down—No
more until October 1st, 1925.

Reasons Why You Should See The Sword

Noiseless '
Fire
Clean as

Gas I
Costs Less

to
Install

and
Operate

Silent
as
A Coal Fire

The SWORD OIL BURNER answers all the present oil burner ques-

tions and adds absolute Quietness and Simplicity.

It burns cheap oil

REDUCES CHIMNEY LOSSES by Patented Sword Method. Retains the
heat in the furnace under partial vacuum,

THE SWORD BURNER HAS BEEN
E SHORE HOMES FOR A YEAR. It is one of the leading oil burners in the
It has been placed on the Standard List by the Massachusetts Bureau

East,

of Fire Prevention.

It is manufactured and guaranteed by the Sword & Kimber Company

OPERATING IN NORTH

The local distributing company is backed and managed by men with six

of Philadelphia—one of the strongest companies, financially, in the business. |

years experience in the oil burning industry.

A demonstration at any time is our most convincing argument, Come

See the Sword—That is all we ask

in now.

;! 520 Dempster St.

Open Evenings until 9 o’clock

Sword Oil Burner Sales

Tel. Greenleaf 1585 Evanston, Ill.




