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THE ROCK GARDEN

To my readers who may have visited
Switzerland, or even some of our
Western National Parks, where in the
shadow of the snow-capped peaks up-
on the rocky hillsides, and in the
fertile damp valleys nestle great
masses of Alpine Plants, it is needless
to enthuse them further over the de-
lights which can be derived from even
a small Rock Garden.

It has been only in recent years that
the true Rockery has been found on
any but the larger estates or in our
Public Parks. Today a rockery has

rockery be a retaining wall, or a part
of a pre-studied Informal Garden, the
stones must be sloped toward the back
or inside of the wall, so as to insure
the saving and collection of all of
the treasured rainfall for the rootlets
of the alpines. As to design that is
much a matter of personal taste, but
it seems to the writer that no happy
result can be achieved by having the
rockery rise from an otherwise level
lawn in a mound or pile, and expect
that it will look natural.

As to soil, the alpines prefer a light,
loamy even gritty soil, with a top cov-

become one of the adjuncts of even
the small place, and all garden lovers
if they but spend the time, can produce
miracles of color, clinging mosses and
lichens hand in hand with ferns and
rock cress and our other alpine friends
spreading a protective mantle over
the rugged jutting rocks.

Contrary to popular belief, and
much general practice, a rock garden
should preferably not be built up in
the shade of large trees, such as the
elm. This location with the carefully
prepared pockets of rich soil gives
nourishment and permits the larger
tree to deplete the soil of water thus
tending to bake or at least drv out
the soil which for the alpines must
be continually moist.

For best results plan the location
away from the house, and in the open,
where possible, giving all of the plants
enough sunlight. Even the evergreens,
against whose background the bril-
liant colored flowers seem to be en-
hanced, take most of the moisture,
and rob the soil of food. Such shade
and shelter as is essential in the
growth of certain plants can be best
secured by the arrangement and de-
sign of the rocks making up the rock-
ery.

In the building up of the rockery
take care that the garden has more
than a mere pile of stones covered
with earth as its heart. Each stone
must be selected with care, fitted to-
gether to carry out the pre-conceived
design. That is the reason why a plan
as such 1s difficult to prepare, and
why the amateur makes so many mis-
takes. Nature has many examples of
ideal rock arrangement for a rockery,
and yet how few of us ever take time
to make a sketch of a group which

we admire, or even see it in our
travels.
In filling the earth around each

stone, be sure that there are no spaces
unfilled. Air spaces prevent moisture
coming up from below. In this sec-
tion of the countrv where stone is
not one of the ‘native’ building mate-
rials as it is in the vicinity of Philadel-
phia, stone of the weathered softened

colors, with rounded edges, and no
artificial stratification is the most
choice material. ILimestone well se-

lected can be secured from southern
Wisconsin quarries where the odd
pieces exposed for long years to the
action of the elements are much
sought after.

In laying up the rocks, whether the
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NOW IS THE TIME

to set out
Perennials and Pansies
Perennials, each 15¢, up

Pansies, per doz. 40c to 75¢

F. MUELLER
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+ FLORAL DECORATOR

: Florist and Landscape Gardener
- Cut Flowers and Pot Plants.
H
P
L
L
b o
+
L ]

Scott and Linden Ave.

HUBBARD WOODS

Phone Winnetka 437
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME
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leaf mold to hold the moisture. Clay
soil, if existing, will have to be en-
tirely removed, and if the sub-soil is
a stiff clay the area may require
drainage. The student of geology
readily understands the tendency of
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JERRY KUCERA'’S
Perennial Garden at

1050 Oak Street,
Cor. Rosewood Avenue,
Winnetka, Ill.

All kinds of Perennial plants
and Shrubs for Sale, also best
mixture of Gladioli from 40c to
$1.00 per doz.

For any kind of Landscape
Gardening call Winnetka 329.

BEPPIEPRRRRRFRR PR R R RR B

=

bbb bbb bbb bbb b bbb
oo oo oo o o o o o o B ol o o i o o ob B B B o

ering of rich woods dirt with much,

an exposed rock quarry wall or other
ledge to gradually deteriorate as the
wind, rain and frost yvearly carve its
face. The base of the lafge rocks are
never seen, nor do we ever find a
stone wall effect. The fissures are
usually wider apart at the base, with
apparently smaller stone or narrower
fissures near the top of the ledge,
such a formation lends stability to
the resultant rockery.

Because plants in the rock garden
require even more care than those in
the open border, their selection should
be painstakingly made, and only those
adapted to the purpose of rockeries
should find their place there. Sweet
William and even common phlox and
iris are sometimes used, but these
belong in an entirely different habitat.

Among the evergreens which we
might choose are the Common Juniper,
the wintergreen, dwarf mountain pine,
and the vew in several varietiés. Due
to the congested, and somewhat
crowded conditions of the average
rockery the perennials selected must
be those which tend to overcome such
obstacles. Among the friends in this
class are the following: Alyssum
saxatile or Golden Tuft, Columbine,
Dwarf Rock Cress, Cerastium or Snow
in Summer, Scotch pink, Moss pink
or Phlox subulata, Sedum in variety,
Thyvme and Tunica, Creeping Speed-
well and many of our well-remem-
bered Wild-flowers and ferns.

CUSHING SMITH,

Landscape Architect.

THREE CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS

At least fifty per cent of the auto-
mobile traffic accidents, according to
C. S. Mott, Vice-President of General
Motors, are caused by three faults in
driving : .

1. Failire of the driver to indicate
his intention of turning or stopping.

2. Passing another vehicle on its
right,

1. Coming into a stream of heavy
traffic without proper caution.

Read the Want-Ads

West
Kenilworth
Nursery

Shrubs, Trees, Evergreens,
and .
Hardy Perennials

Get our Estimate

Nursery on Railroad Avenue,

2 blocks north of Kenilworth
Station

Phone Kenilworth 1089

All Shrubs and trees guaranteed
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Office Telephone
HIGHLAND PARK 36

EVERGREENS

We Plant and
Guarantee

RAVINIA NURSERIES

F. D. Clavey & Sons
TREES
HIGHLAND PARK, ILL.

NURSERIES ONE MILE WEST OF RAVINIA PARK

Nurseries Telephone

HIGHLAND PARK 58

SHRUBS

Accurate Estimates

Submitted

ook to your trees!
immediately !

those that you have.

PRUNING

Phones:

—THOMAS J. LYNCH=

TREE SURGERY

They may need attention
Remember — it takes years to
grow a beautiful tree, so you had better save

SPRAYING

Z PROUTY ANNEX, WINNETKA
Winnetka 1294—Glencoe 514—Lake Forest 1323

SURGERY

Glencoe 155
290 Greenwood Ave.
Glencoe

GREENWOOD NURSERY

A. STACHEL

Nursery stock planted by experienced Landscape Gardeners to
produce the best effect at lowest prices.

Estimates furnished and planting guaranteed.

Winnetka 2168
962 Linden Ave.
Hubbard Woods

SHRUBS
PERENNIALS

All Varieties of Annual
Plants

John Ostrowsky

Landscape and Florist
Gardener

Frank Borovicka

It is time to plant

Pansies and

Perennials

Wholesale prices will be
allowed if called for.

746 Center St. Phone 283
WINNETKA

1487 Asbury Avenue,
Hubbard Woods
Phone Winnetka 546-J
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Beautify
Your

Garden

Can you picture the effect
of a beautiful bird bath
placed in an appropriate
spot in your garden? They
are guaranteed against frost
and sun crack. Stop in at
one of the following dealers
and see them on display.

& t@, of :

Price $15.00

E. B. Taylor & Co.
546 Center St.
Winnetka

Wilmette Bird House
326 Linden Ave.
Wilmette
Henry C. Weinecke
680 Vernon Ave.
G]Eﬂﬂﬂﬂ

North Shore

Garden Beautifiers

Ray W. Gloede, Prop.
WILMETTE ILLINOIS
Suggestions and accurate estimates given without

charge on garden, fish and lily pools.
Phone for appointment Wil. 2810
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FRANKEN BROTHERS

Specialists in

Fine Holland Bulbs

Growers of Peonies, Iris, Phlox, Gladioli,

Dahlias and Hardy Perennials

Plant Now To Beautify
Your Home

Catalogue on Request
VISITORS WELCOME,

DEERFIELD, ILLINOIS

Location—Three Miles West of Highland Park

Phone 241
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EVERGREENS
PERENNIALS
SHRUBS—TREES

Phone
Winnetka 1549

Winnetka Landscape Co.
M. J. Sullivan and Son

GRADING
SEEDING LAWNS
TRIMMING

FERTILIZER
BLACK DIRT
MANURE

GET OUR ESTIMATE

882 PINE ST. WINNETKA
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