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“THINGS THAT HAVE INTER-

ESTED ME” By Arnold Bennett
Reviewed by Thomas L. Ford

Literary Editor, The Los Angeles Times

This 1s a volume which Aunt Dinah
would have described as “a gran’ clarin’
up”’ of random articles, a thrifty utiliza-
tion of literary odds and ends in the
making of a book for trans-Atlantic con-
sumption.

The first “Thing” chronicled is a hu-
man object of thought, known to fame as
W. H. R. Rivers, one-time well-beloved
director of studies at Cambridge Univer-
sity. The classification of this honored
gentleman as a thing among other things,
carries no intention of belittlement, be-
ing merely one of the eccentricities of
Mr. Bennett's coruscating genius.

A number of the columnist productions
of this volume treat of theatrical matters
including a careful and playful analysis
of managers of actors, actresses, play-
wrights, critics, finances, and audiences.
The conclusion of the whole matter is
the profound discovery that, in a financial
sense, at least, the audience is the thing.
This audience, undemonstrative, hostile
to anything new, too easily satisfied with
the mediocre, with no sensitive apprecia-
tion of beauty and lacking in artistic
keenness, i1s to be pleased. For it is
absolute monarch. So Mr. Bennett says,
with his usual common sense: “I should
as soon dream of finding fault with the
law of gravity as with the public.”

The best thing in the book is the
clarifying review of James Joyce's
“Ulysses.” Mr. Bennett sees its every

merit, but sees also its oblique and partial
visualization of life.
Stones n a Life's Pathway

“STONECROP” By Cecile Tormay

Stonecrop 1s the story of the dawning
girlhood of Yella, a Croation peasant girl,
her swift elemental desires and actions
standing out pure and relevant against
the background of the wild rock-filled
mountains where she lives. The tragedy
moves slowly, compellingly, arising from
the natural coercion and self destruction
ot the instincts mankind has within it-
self. Like the harsh mountains over
which she wandered and {felt herself a
part, Yella’s life was sown with stones,
and reaped stones for its harvest. Daugh-
ter of a mother who for her passionate
beauty had been coveted by all the men
of the mountain wvillage, Yella fought
constantly the assumption that she would
be as easy a conquest as her willing and
desirable mother. Terrified and revolted
by the strange lust of Davorin a peasant
boy, Yella marries an old man who lives
as a hermit, and who lets her wander at
her will among her beloved monntains.
The story of her love ior Andras Rex, a
man from the plains, and his desertion
of her, 1s told with a restraint and sim-
plicity which remind one of Sudermann.
and of the modern Scandinavian writers.

Miss Tormay i1s a writer of profound
understanding and of rare techmical skill.
The stark simplicity of her style is well
adapted to set iforth life as she sees it,
as a game in which the players inevitably |
lose, but in which they may discover
terrible beauty on their road to destruc-
tion.

Helew M. Dick.
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A New Jane Austen Discovery

“THE WATSONS” By Jane Austen

More than a hundred vears ago Jane
Austen planned and started this novel,
but she laid it aside, unfinished. Now, in
1923, it comes to the public, concluded by
Miss Oulton. The book opens delight-
fully, in a small English town, where the
talk 1s of the assemblies, and eligible
men of the neighborhood, and where
the daughters of the family are all frank- |
ly looking for husbands. Emma, the al-
most-too-sweet heroine of the {tale, is
handicapped by her sisters and the low
social status of her familv, but her
beaus are many; even a lord follows her
footsteps.

Tom Musgrave, the charming, philandur-t

ing, social climber; Lady Oshorne: even
Emma's sisters,
beth and the sharp-voiced Margaret: but
they are not complete, well-rounded
characters. There are many loose ends.
threads of plot barely touched upon, as
the love story of Lady Osborne. When
I finished the book, my first reaction was
to go to the book case and take out
“Pride and Prejudice,” for “The Wat-
sons” had recalled to me Jane Austen’s
charm, and 1 wanted to see her at her
best.
Dorothy S. FPh:llips.
Copyright 1923, Howard H. Seward

MONROE THEATRE
OPEN THIS WEEK

“Silent Command” Seen at
New Fox Picture House

Announcing a show policy of first-
run motion picture presentations for
indeterminate engagements, William
Fox will open his new Monroe
theatre, formerly Barbee’s Loop
Theatre, Friday of this week with
“The Silent Command,” a J. Gordon
FEdward’s production which is said to
be one of the most stupendous and
thrilling pictures on the Fox 1923
schedule of releases.

One hundred thousand dollars has
been spent to improve the Monroe
and Dearborn street house since Mr.
Fox acquired it under a long term
lease three months ago and Mr. John
Zanit, the Director in General of the
William Fox circuit of theatres, gives
assurance that in artistic appearance
and entertainment policy it will rank
high among the Chicago photoplay
theatres.

Many Improvements

A large force of workmen have de-
voted the greater part of the three
months to enlarging the seating ca-
pacity of the Monroe, erecting a mar-
quee over the entrance and other im-
provements. The entire interior of
the theater has been redecorated and
many innovations have been made
with a view to the comfort and safety
of the audiences. The booth equip-

Mortgage
Loan Talks

If you are one of many persons
buying yvour home under a land
contract, we have a plan enabling
you to borrow up to 60 per cent on
a first mortgage.

This may be enough to pay off
the existing mortgage and the bal-
ance of the contract.

In addition to the satisfaction
which every one feels at having the
title to his home in his own name,
you have one obligation instead of
two.

Is our plan not worth investiga-
tion ?

GeorgeH. Taylor

Real Estate Mortgage Co.
Imperial Building
312 South Clark Street

Telephone Wabash 1246
CHICAGO

Chicago Real Estate Mortgage
Loan, Correspondent The Pruden-

tial Insurance Company of Amer-
ica, Newark, N. J.
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the good-natured Eliza- lighting and
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thony Paul Kelly was responsible for
the scenario which, it is said, will
help put the production among the
biggest of the year. In the cast of
of “The Silent Command” are Edmund

electrical equipment f{for
motion picture projec-
tion has been installed in the theater,
necessitating a special feed for elec-
tricity. Harry Greenman, the man- .
ager, has assembled a corps of effici-
ent ushers and has put them through
a course of training in efficiency and
courtesy to do away with the annoy-|
ing confusion in seating audiences
which is evident in so many|
theatres,

Story Of High Seas

When arrangements for the open-
ing of the new theater were complet-
ed, Mr. Fox faced the necessity of de-
ciding upon a production with which
to christen the latest link in his chain |
of more than fifty theaters. With
Winfield Sheehan, general manager
of the Fox Film corporation, he se-
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MORTGAGE
LOANS

Mr. Guy Osborn, Jr., 330 Cumnor
road, has gone for a two weeks' vaca-
tion in the North Woods, near State
Line.

BLACK DIRT

and

FILLING

Whether your needs are
one load or a hundred, we
are now 1n a position to
make prompt deliveries.

Lime for the lawn

One, two or three year
loans on suburban im- ED[NGER & SON
proved real estate.

Fair and Uniform Rates
We pav a commission to
brokers or banks who pro-
vide us with a customer.

NORTH SHORE
MORTGAGE LOAN CO.

(Not Inc.)
SECOND MORTGAGES
Winnetka,
Phone 162

Established 1907
Dealers in All Kinds of Building Materials

EVANSTON KENILWORTH
WILMETTE WINNETKA

GLENCOE

9320 Linden Sx., Ill.

“We'll not be satisfied till youare!”

WHEN

We sell you a car or render
you service, it 1S our main
concern to satisty you—not
ourselves or anybody else

EXCEPT YOU.

We’d be glad to have you
give us a chance to show
that we mean it when we
say that “We’ll not be satis-
fied till you are!”

Bring in your car for service.

Real experts in charge of this

| department.

GEORGE W. SLOCUM

Exclusive Dealer in

Willys-Knight and Overland Automobiles
Winnetka, I11.

566 Center Street Tel. Winnetka 128




