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Book Reviews

By Jokn Philip Morris

If any one of the seven faithful who
read my reviews each week 1s so for-
tunate as to have an income of $25,000
a year, they might just as well stop
reading this one right here and de-
tour to the Society page.

Such a one could not have any sym-
pathy or understanding with my view-
point of BLACK OXEN, and must

stand arrayed and agreed with the

author, Mrs. Gertrude Atherton.

BLACK OXEN disregards the ex-
istence of us hoi polloi. Mrs. Ather-
ton’s characters are the sort where
even the men’s whiskers are gilded
and where the women live in that
elysium. where the woman's three
deadly Ms—money, maids and mean-
ges—cease to trouble,

And yet BLACK OXEN 1s not a
book of snobs. The characters are
innocuous and simple in  their
thoughts and deeds. Its all in the
supercilliousness of the telling.

Coming again to our muttons, the
Eternal Verities, let me say that no
great book can be tropical, and a novel
built upon the thesis of a popular
lad can not endure long enough to be
more than a summer cloud upon the
sky of literature.

A book can be built on an improb-
ability and be an interesting and an
absorbing book. Wells earlier works
proved that. A book may be built on
an i1mpossibility and a great fallacy
and be a great book. Dante did it
centuries ago. But, to be great or
even good, such a book must ring
true and carry conviction and must
have something to offer besides the
banal drizzle of contemporaneous
chatter and the synthetic philosophy
that an unlearned author grinds out
to fill the gaps between conversations.

BLACK OXEN tells us nothing,
BLACK OXEN answers none of the
thousand frantic problems that are to-
day confronting us. BLACK OXEN
has been “raved” over as a wonderful
study in character but I for one can-
not see it, and Mary Zattiany and
Clavering, I feel, will be forgotten
with the turning of the last page.

Mrs. Atherton has a high place in
the literary world. She has stormed
the walls of fame with a long ladder
of books. She i1s a wealthy woman
and she doesn’'t care who knows it.
She 1s far above my criticisms, and
even if Cousin Ira has been made a
Swedish Knight and even if J. Ogden
has given the whole world an absorb-
Ing interest in our name, she may well
say of a John Philip Morris—what is
it 7—still, what a good time William
Makepeace Thackery would have had
disecting Gertrude and how he would
has revealed in her peculiar psychol-
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ogy and her social inhibition.

Stuart Chase says that there are
one quadrillion, eight hundred trillion
words printed each year in the United
States. The ten million or so used
up in BLACK OXEN might have been
used to draw other loads. I mav be
peculiar but, honestly, I was disap-
pointed, dreadfully disappointed in
BLLACK OXEN, those beasts that
draw the long years and the longest
and blackest to me seemed the eterni-
ties that it took me to read BLACK
OVEN that 1 might tell you that I
had done so.

John Philip Morris.

ONLY 44 YEARS AGO

In April, 1879, the London Times
printed a letter from a reader

i : . i
testing against electric lighting of
Albert Hall as a “very ghastly and un-

pleasant innovation.”

From Your Feet
Up

The comfort that begins in vour feet
doesn’t stop there. First, it makes
your step light and elastic, so that
your weight is swung easily from one
toot to the other. Then the rythmic
play of the muscles produces a de-
lightful glow that brings a lift to your
head and a light to your eyes. Grace-
ul free-stepping, you become a living
expression of the poetry of motion.

But you miss it all if you're wearing
uncomfortable shoes. Cramped toes
and weak arches do not accord with
that bouyant sensation of owning the
world. But the Cantilever Shoe frees
you from any consciousness of vour
feet save their perfect ease. Canti-
lever shoes have plenty of toe room.
a natural inner sole line, and heels
rightly placed for proper balance. And
a flexible shank which permits the
arch muscles to exercise and
strengthen, instead of binding the foot
rigidly as against a splint, in the
manner of ordinary shoes. Thus are
tallen arches corrected and prevented
by the Cantilever flexible shank. Trv
on a pair of Cantilevers. See their
juality and good style.

We are the main agents on the
North Shore

NORTH SHORE BOOTERY

529 DAVIS STREET
Phone Ev. 6757
EVANSTON, ILLINQIS

To insure proper fitting, we have

installed an X-Ray wmachine in our
store. This service to you without
charge.

Our Cantilever Booklet Sent
on Request
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1s the modern

The Supreme

mortician. He

ILLINOIS ELECTRIC RAILWAYS

Illimois 1s served by 90 electric rail-
way companies. They have 3,840 miles
of track. Stretched out on a straight
line these tracks would reach from
New York to San Francisco, and then
on out 655 miles into the Pacific

Ocean. The tracks and equipment
cost over $456,000,000.

NEW STUTZ SIX
The Car that made good in a day.

1549 SHERMAN AVENUE EVANSTON 140
C. H. BRIGGS

——-Wanted to buy—Willys-Knight and Overland Cars
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LA DILDLAE

Cadillac today is the gold bond buy
of the automobile market—sound and

definite

In the improved Type 61, the pros-

pective

betterments that add to the fine
character of the car and to the lustre
of its reputation as Standard of the

World.
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goes into a grief-stricken home,
and brings order out of chaos. He
the that
must be made, asks the questions
that must the
things that must be done, and all
with a perfect tact and under-
standing that avoids the slightest
offense.

makes arrangements

be asked., does

Sound Sleep!

Drink a glass of BOWMAN’S MILK

—hot or cold—each night before you

It 1s only thru vears of expe- :
. 3 retire.

rience that such comprehension
of how to handle the delicate
situations is attained. Our years
have taught us much.

Its creamy richnes soothes the trou-
bled nerves and helps you drift swiftly
inteo untroubled slumber,

Start drinking BOWMAN’S MILK
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