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delegates from Cook county in the
organization of the conventien when
it convened. He told that this had
been unexpectedly learned by the
Cook county delegation, but that they
had taken a generous attitude toward
the matter and had not caused trou-
ble over it.

“The convention met,” he said, “a
downstate man was chosen as presi-
dent, and rules were framed which
gave him full power to appoint all
committees. And thus the conven-
tion was organized. For a time all
was going harmoniously so far as the
Cook county delegates knew, but they
did not know. When the question of
apportionment was reached, it was
discovered that the downstate dele-
gates stood almost solidly for a well-
matured plan of writing into the
constitution a provision that the
county of Cook should never elect
more than one-third of the senators
and should forever elect less than
one-half of the members of the lower |
house. [

“Cook county has now only 200,000
short of half the population of the|
state - Cook county is growing fast,
and the balance of the state is grow- ,_L
ing slowly., This difference between ' 0 $
Cook county and the balance of the | i s %
state will doubtless be accentuated|  FW : Q‘
in the coming ten years. These facts
point almost certainly to the conclu-
sion that Cook county in less than
ten vears will be the larger part of
the state of Illinois in population, in
taxable property and in every other
attribute that contributes to the mak-
ing of a state.”

Would Not Compromise

He said that the Cook county dele-
gates were willing to make the con-
cession for the limitation of the rep-
resentation from Cook county in
one of the houses of the state legis-
lature. but that this compromise was
not acceptable to the downstate dele-
gates. He said that the downstate |
delgates were to be satisfied not by
being protected from Cook county,
but only by putting Cook county in
a position where it could not be pro-
tected from the balance of the state.
So a provision was voted through in
the first part of July, limiting Cook
county for all time to a representa-
tion of one-third in the senate and to
less than a half in the house.”

Mr. Miller told of the trouble that
was foreshadowed by such system of
representation and of the rescinding
of this action by the downstate dele-
gates. He said that it was hoped
that the period through which the
convention was adjourned before 1
meeting again this fall would give A | ™I N - - - -
opportunity for making a satisfactory | Rz
compromise on the question, but
that instead the result was the sys-
tem which would provide for county
represntation in the lower house and
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