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May 13. They traveled in England

for 10 days and then proceeded to

the Scandinavian countries.
Touching upon general conditions

in Sweden Mr. Nord said 1n part:

Living Conditions Gocd ;

“Living conditions in the Scandi-
navian countries are exceptionally
good. In Sweden, particularly, one
finds conditions more nearly nomal
then, perhaps, in any other European
country, since the government has
come under control of the socialist
agroup (socialist in this sense implying
merely the liberal element, bearing
no resemblance to and having no
affiliation with the so-called socialist
or radical element in America).

“Government ownership of public
utilities has proved entirely success-
ful in Sweden. Conditions of travel
are excellent. Because of shortage
of fuel the government has limited -
train schedules to only essential
“runs”, without seriously interfering

with the convenience of the public.
Oil and electricity are gradually tak-
ing the place of coal as the motive en t s

power on the railways, thus msuring
economy of operation. The telephone
service throughout the country 1s|
ideal and the street railway systems
in the larger towns and cities are an
example of efficiency. There 1s no
overloading of cars, no strap-hang-

ing. There is a seat for every
passenger. Special cars are stationed
-t intervals along the right of way
o accommodate extra heavy traffic.

The fares are equivalent to three and
one half cents in American money.
“The housing situation offers an|

acute problem in Sweden as well as »
elsewhere. Rents are very high be-
cause of the serious curtailment of
building operations during the war
when labor was directed toward the
exclusive manufacture of war ma-
terials and ammunition. Newspapers | N
in the larger cities contain many ad- | O‘u ee
vertisements offering large sums for At

transfer of house leases. Prospect-
ive brides and groom are postponing
marriage because of the serious
shortage of living quarters. With the

gradual return of normal business, | »
manufacturing and commercial con- |
ditions, however, the remedy for the | . e ep one l m e e I
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people are patiently awaiting 1:'nr:| -
early re-establishment of the old
prosperity.
Prices Going Down |!
“Prices of food and other com- '

modities are on the decline and in
many instances have fallen to the
halfway mark from the summit at-|
tained during and shortly following
the war. American coal may be ob-
tained in plentiful quantities and at
a comparatively reasonable figure,
Clothing prices have not fallen apace
with other commodities. A bumper
crop is materially reducing the cost
of foodstuffs.

“There is very apparent prosper-
ity throughout Sweden. There 1s a
minimum of labor trouble and the
wave of Bolshevism is most certain- :
ly on the wane. Thousands of ,
<tudents and working people who had

become firm adherents of the Soviet

doctrines have, within recent months, L0

forsaken the new theories and re- . ;
1 thinking and activ- o

furrnéa to norma :
itv. So-called Bolshevik clubs are

Y : ;

gradually passing out of existence.

The Swedish government has been

very lenient with the radical element <

and, while maintaining a constant a'ntl
scrutinizing surveillance, has refrain-
ed discreetly from interfering with

employment of arbitrary measures E
IEhEI lilferal government has waged a 1222 CENTRAL AVE_ | WILMETTE I
successful battle against Bolshvism E
through enactment of sane, pro-

gressive and just laws designed for

the express benefit of the working| B

classes. Working conditions are
sood and the workingman seems
quite contented. e
No Prohibition |

“Prohibition in unknown 1in Sweden, | !
but regulation of the liquor trade‘i I
affecting the dealer on the one .
and the consumer on the other :h;a_uul.
has proved effective and satisiac-|
Drinkers are registered and
prescribed whole-
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tory. :
liquor is sold 1

sale quantities only. There are no
saloons. Cafes may sell only light
punch and beer. [Liquor may 355
.'
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