WINNETKA WEEKLY TALK, FRIDAY, APRIL 18 1919

=
=
e

“Old Abe,” the War Eagle, in Battle

By J. SEYMOUR CURREY, NORTH SHORE HISTORIAN
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Alired L. Sewell's name will .'.1—:7,':1'-1?".-.-'. *:H' war relicgs In
ways be associated with the history| the »7;=.?=-]*.|-1'~< !ftfll it remained for
of the war eagle, "Old Abe,” for not-| nearly a quarter of a century until
withstanding the great fame the|in February. 1904, another fire broke
eagle had acquired during the war,| out in 13.x SAME "r'l,ﬁ]:“‘:g which con-
it was through Mr. Sewell's efforts | sumed the remains of rn, Abe"” ut-

that the eagles mname became a|terly. This fire occurred in the mem-
household word 11 thousands of orial room of 1.||t_' Grand rmyv of the
homes throughout the land. The | Republic and at the same time it
great “sanitary fairs” where held un- | consumed many other relics of the
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der the auspices and direction of the war. among them the priceless battle
sanitary commission, which carried | flags and other cherished memorials
on a work similar to that of the; cathered there.

4;‘;.;.11 an Red Cross of ].‘ri'l1{.‘!l' vears. There is quite an abundant litera

Fairs were held in many cities which | ture extant ci ncerning this famous
were remarkably effective 1n raising | eagle. consisting of a “life” and num-
funds for its purpose, namely, to af- | erous articles a: L’ poems written in
ford relief to “soldiers i1n actual|his honor. His meniory is a proud
service, whether on the march, 1n|possescion of the ].1_'1-1|]t_: of his state.
camp or in hospitals.” Many aid so-{as well as of the nation. of which
cieties were formed tributary to thelhe was for <o lone the livingl

commission joined by the Si1sters of | emblen
Mercy and societies of the various

churches. The chiet promoters of Begin now to look for the vacant
the work were women, lot where haseball will have it s
Fealized $240,000 “spring opening.”
At the hrst sanitary fair held in|
CI 1ICago i1 October, 1863. the amount

-

1
projected for the spring of 18
as the time i]lll'l"liii'!flt,‘f] tOr i1ts oren-

raised was $86.000. -"\1‘.-15]11.-1' A3 Was
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ing in ‘un the war was practically - :

ended and it was thought by many It is now time to have your
that no -.11'[T.It'." efforts were neces- House CIH"“E“E done.
sary. However, it was finally de- If you are going to have

termined to go on with the tair
there were urgent calls for rehet and
aid to the returning veterans. This
second fair was opened May 30, 1865, |
and continued until late 1n June
showing net receipts ot 3240000, A |
special building was constructed f |
i[r- 1ise ‘J;i:'LL'! '-Lflill] o1 1]1|. bl lrtl 1T 0W |
occupied by the Chicago i:u]Tn 11h-
rary. "So great was the enthusiasni
and joy of the peaple at the final end- |
ing of the four vears' war that there
seemed no hmit to their generosity.
It was at this second fair that “Old
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Abe” shone as one of the principal |
|

|

|

PAINTING
CALCIMINING
OR PAPERING

done now or later, we will be
pleased to give vou an estimate.

Wilmette Decorating Co.

Phone Wilmette 374 1412 Elmweod Ave.
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attractions.

The managers had obtained per
mission from the state authoritie:
of Wisconsin to hring the eagle to |
the fair, where a specially construct- |
ed booth had been prepared for his|
EL“[H‘.‘L!H|Ht1.|.l‘;|_111, T!li:-»- 1::-1:1]1 Was |
thronged throughout the three weeks
that the fair was held and during
+ that time the reéceipts were largely
increased by the admittance fees to
thé booth and by the sale of cards
with the eagle's picture- This part BT i
of the work was managed by Mr. SR D R
Sewell and through lus energy and | 3
generosity it produced the handsome |
sum of $£16000, the largest single|
source from which funds were deriv- |
ed. Every purchaser of a card with
the eagle’s picture became a private
in the “army of the American eagle”
and those who bought a certain num-
ber were given a higher rank. Child-
ren and voung people bought them by |
the thousands and few persons lost
the opportunity of contributing to
the cause in this way. Whenever |
the eagle lost a feather it was sold
the average price being $5 each. The |
historical society has one of these |
feathers in ifs collection as well as
a specimen of the cards showing the
eagle’s picture.

Resided in Evanston Thirty Years

Alfred I.. Sewell was a resident of
Evanston for thirty years and had
lived in Chicago many years before
he came to Evanston. He was born
March 30, 1832, and died in October, |
1913, in the eighty-second year of!
his age. He founded the “Little
Corporal” in July, 1865, just after the
close of the fair mentioned above, ot
which Emily Huntington Miller was
the editor and Frances Willard one
of the contributors. The magazine
‘reached an enormous circulation for
a periodical in that period and with-
in the first vear or two of its be- All You Have To Do Is Leave Your
Y Measure and I'll Take Care of the Rest

HARRY MITCHELL

16-18 East Jackson Boulevard
Between State and Wabash, Chicago
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Suits Made
To Order Only

ExtraPANTS Free
With Every Suit

TAKE THE TRAIN.
Spend 50 or 60 cents for
car fare and save $15.00
to $30.00 on your suit.
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ginning was credited with a circula-
tion of 100,000 copies. The magazine
was a monthly, filled with secular
and juvenile literature of the best
guality. He was also the founder of
the Evanston Index in 1872.

During the time that the eagle was
in attendance at the Chicago {fair

the noted showman, P. T- Barnum,
offered 20000 for him but the offer N
Wwas refused. He was returned to his | 3

o

auarters in the statelhiouse at Madi-
son after the fair., but he was ftre

quently lent to wvarious tairs, re-

THE FRIEND

UNIons .'nnl monument r'x-h-':-1':.t?~-“=- .
I_Il‘- niost 1 mportant |||'|I 1 these ; OF H ' B
years was to Philadelp inl in 1876, I E &

tennial remember to have seen hin
there. and as usual, he became one ol

in attendance on the Centenmal 1n | e ' :
that city. Many visitors to the Cen- | :
12 ] i : 1111 _ .
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the most popular attractions of that
~1thouch the flames did not reach the |
1d brougcht him out into the open .:
A : realh IS MADE BY
attained the age of about twenty
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reat fair. In due time ld Abe in i

again reached his home in Wisconsin THE o"‘-r

quarters occupied by the eagle, his
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cage was filled with smoke. The

air but the suffocating fumes

been inhaled and the precious bird S : ULZE
e il BAKING CoO.

years. A taxidermist was employed,

and lived in comfort tor the tew re- |
maining vears of his lhite. ! E
(On March 26, 1881, a fhre occurred |
in the statehouse at Madison, and
leeper rescued him from the place
did not rally. He died in spite of all
effarts to save his life after having
who “set up” the body, which was
W# e el B L,

VILLAGE THEATRE

WILMETTE, ILL.

Foremost Stars, Superbly Directed in Clean Motion Pictures

MONDAY AND TUESDAY, APRIL 21 AND 22
Evenings 7:30 and 9:00 Matinee, Tuesday, 3:30

CHAS. RAY

IN

“The Sheriff’s Son”

His Greatest Characterization
Thrills! Action and Absorbing Story

EXTRA
EXTRA

s S M whes, oie s b b e B AR R NNEW S
PSS PR B CHRISTIE COMEDY

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY, APRIL 23 AND 24
Evenings 7:00 and 9:00
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DOROYYY PHILLIPS
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T he ici'm'e that wi
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ALLAN HOLUBAR'’S
SUPER-PRODUCTION

Featuring

DOROTHY PHILLIPS

Direct from its sensational run

in New York City !
The New York Times says: '
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All Seats
25 Cents
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-"-"l distinet achievement in mo-

fion picture creation. '’ f
\ ¥

) The New York Tribune says : i

I “{?tﬂ' advice is, go see
fhe Heart of Hu-

| ! uit" manily.

I‘Htl.

e

|
il ’

}|""1 Irl}ll"

F B

.._,-__-—n.___ -

[T uIl

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, APRIL 25 AND 26
Evenings 7:00, 8:20 and 9:30 Matinee, Saturday, 3:30

MARGUERITE CLARK

IN

‘Three Men and a Girl”’

Adapted from the Play
““The Three Bears”’
by
Edward Childs Carpenter
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COMING!

MARY PICKFORD in - “CAPTAIN KIDD JR.”
ALECN SRR . ool oo st oo “THE LION AND THE MOUSE”
JOHN BARRYMORE in ................ “THE TEST OF HONOR”
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