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David Milgaard to share experience in criminal justice 

system at Laurier’s Brantford campus lecture 

BRANTFORD – David Milgaard, who spent 23 years in prison following a wrongful conviction in 1969, will speak 

about his experience in the criminal justice system at a public lecture March 11 at Wilfrid Laurier University’s 

Brantford campus. 

Wrongfully convicted for the rape and murder of Gail Miller in Saskatoon, Sask., Milgaard was 17 when he was 

sentenced to life in prison. It took more than two decades and new DNA testing for Milgaard to be exonerated 

of the crime and the real killer to be brought to justice. 

Since his release, Milgaard has been an advocate for Innocence Canada, a non-profit organization dedicated to 

identifying and exonerating wrongfully convicted individuals. Milgaard will discuss his experiences within the 

justice system, the impact of education in preventing wrongful convictions and how Criminology students can 

learn from his story. 

“As the Criminology program celebrates its 15th year, the Criminology Student Association wanted to invite a 

high-profile speaker for our annual conference,” said Cheyanne Mulchinock, president of the Criminology 

Student Association. “Mr. Milgaard’s case is well known throughout the country and his fight against wrongful 

convictions is one we believe is important for students at Laurier to understand.” 

Milgaard’s talk takes place on March 11 at 7 p.m. in the Research and Academic Centre West, 150 Dalhousie St. 

in Brantford, room RCW002. The free event has limited first-come, first-served seating. 

“David Milgaard could certainly have become a private citizen after his exoneration, but he has become an 

advocate and speaker, working to change justice policy in Canada,” said James Popham, an assistant professor 

of Criminology. “This will be an opportunity for the community to hear about Mr. Milgaard’s experiences with 

the justice system and learn about his vision for reforming the exoneration process in Canada.” 

The public lecture, hosted by Laurier’s Criminology department and the Criminology Student Association, takes 

place during the annual Academic, Creative and Engaged Research Showcase on the Brantford campus, taking 

place from March 9 to 13. 
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At Milgaard’s request, no recording devices will be permitted during the lecture. Milgaard will be available to 

respond to media questions prior to the event. 
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