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Dec.23,1939.
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Dear lether;

Frederick has finished his letier,and to escape co»
fying this out to the mailbex(yeu knew the rule) I think I had
better beginmine. It looks more Christmasy areund here now with
@ thin ceating of snew which ceme right en the det that marks ¥
the beginning et the winter season,Dec.31st.This snew,wkich enly
makes the greund white, 6 the weather pregnosticaters esssure us,wil
remain but witheut any additien ever Christmas.I centinued my ¢

6a2ily dips in the creek up till this merning and inclusive, but
had te break fully a half inch ef ice thié morning in erder te
get in,and se sm deubtful as teo whether I will be able te make
it te-moerrew merning- I may noet even try;that depends en the
state of the night and the weather.Hemman came hame like a nigt
owllast night ,blewing in en the 1 a.m.train and reaching eur
huge demicile around twe o'cleck in the merning,while I was res
ing uncenscisusly in the énus of good old llorpheus.The deorbell
rang,they say,but it made ne impressien en my auricular ergans,
maybe because I am getting ¢ld and can't hear well,or maybe be-
cause I was tee sound asleep;but fertunately Bonnie,my better
half still has sharp ears which recerded the sound frem the fre
deor.Ske hurriedly denned a kimone er semething and ran down
and loosed the latches and let her returning sen cmné in.I
‘didn't see him until a2fter breskfast this merning,but when I &
éid catch a glimpse of him,I decided that the Government must
have been using him well, é as he leeked as natural and quite as
fat =s éver,and was goodnaturgd to boet.If Rebert could ceme
we weuld have & full family re-unien this Christmas;but he
wrete us this week that he couldn't peseibly get off,ae he

is en cash and there is neo ene else there te handle it.This



S

put a2 demper on us,and especially en his mether,who still
leeks upen him as 2 little bey Beaming far away frem heme.
<However,with the Gunns here and all the rest of our family
we will have a pretty goedsized crowd to cluster areund tle
Christmas tree and te sit dewn at table for sur Christmas
dinner.And, by the way,we are going teo have two turkeys ofa-
round 13 1lbs.each for this festival sccasien,which sheuld
giveall and sundry a "bellyfull?if you will excuse such lav
brew cellequial English.Arthur previded sne of the fowls,
and between Bonnie and me,ve ggt the other,altheugh it is o/
net yet paid fer.Bonnie received a letter frem liabel teo-dz
in which she said that she was leaving fer heme in Hickey
te-night.We sent her a Christmas card the ether day and hee
she get it before she left Gastenia;but if she didn't,it is
net werth geing back te get it.Bikle sent us a cheque for W
$ 10, which came in mighty geed in getting the eats for the
-Christnas”tfee ;;é‘oﬁg;} thihga.élafené§ a;d Léna inclesed
a dollar bill in their Christmas caréd letter,which being
crisp(I mean the »ill) made it shine.I hope before the sea
son is ever te get areund te thanking t@en for iﬁ;but in ¢
case you should see them,ysumight tell them in advaence
how much I appreciate the fact that "Every Little Helps?
That gracieus act sure was Christmasy.This past week wih
ne lectures te attend te,I put in preparing my exsminatien
papers for the end of this semestre.l have them all dene
new but ene,which will net take much time to set up.Christ
mas wWill be ever when this letter rgaches you,but we hepe
that memoeries of the auspicious eccasien will be lasting
and that you may all be happy ever afterwards.We have a/def
besutiful Christmas tree this year,and if we get a snap-
shet taken of it we will send you ene,And there pramises

to be quite 2 pile of presents under tihe tree useful and



stherwise, K paid fer and indebted for;and we hope that all will
be satisfied.Tom,i.e.Jir.Gunn,has been working tillbtéﬁ ®'clack
at night all this week,but seems to be able to take it and stm
de under it like a man.l den't imagine they will need his seri
ces after to-night,as the business rish will be all ever.i. do
n't knew what he will de then;but he is quite energetic and may
land another jeb.He is a very cengenial fellew fer a Scetchman,
I will say and testify.iieda is alse a good spert,and we are all
hoping that she will get a g99d eorgan before leng.sne should, as
she is an expert aleag that line,all the cvellege and seminary
boys that are net werking in the Brewery warehouse are away, hav
ing left fer parts Awknswn.ArtHJr is still carrying en at the
avave named place.lle said they seld ne?rly $ 6000.00 werth eof

beer yesterday and that they exp e ev vo @0 even better to-dgy
r e~ -
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