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Oct.28,1939;
Dear Mother:
Frederick 5,9 Tileen have already written tneir let-
ters and abserbed most of tné néws,especially the Big News about
Hemman's going away,leaving me Liytle to‘write about.Hajpily I
am & cumnentator,héving had leng praéticgtas an exegete;se this
will Ee my avenue of escape;None of thé pievieus writers have
dwelt on the qnotionél feature of Hemman's departure whichleave
me something teo say.The enotibnal feature is as usual seen at
its best en the ma&ernalhside.Since Herman has gene Beonnie has
been shedding bitter tears-- because she ne lsnger seesg his lit-
le car ceming up the-street bringing hinm hané for ene o'clock
dinner,after all the rest have eaten;because he ne lenger cemes
heme anywhere frem 8:30 to 10 p.m. fer late supper;and because
he is ne lenger sieepihg in his little‘single ied till he is awa
kehed two or thfee times areund nine o'cleck in th;lnorning,and
his ream is empty save for Arthur and Ffederick,wha are still eec
cupying it.It is all very saé:ihe would think frem the tears tha
flew that this Little boy s body was lyihg slain en the battle-
fielié of Eurepe.But these emotions are enly paésin; surges like
the squalls ef snow ﬁo-day,which are se quickly diseipated by tie
eutbreak eof the glewing sun through the swiftly mo?ing clouds,af
ter which it is brighter than ever.So I hepe alse that it will e
with Bennie.In fact she aiaitsvnow that she may get over it dut
maintains that if she does she will never leok like anything, an
that hereafter life will no longer be worth living.l think new

you have a clear idea of the emotional side of Heman's evacua-



tion of the homestead with which he has been connected very
clesely for the last twenty-seven years.He had the good fertune
to sell his little car fer § 200.00 just before leaving fer the
capital ecity of our Deminion,and this was just about what he pad
fer it- se he is practically nething out.The only drawback is ¥
that we will get no more rides and will censequently have to
walk when we want to go dewn town er anywhere;but this may give
sur lazy limbs the exercise they need.Se you see there is alwaps
cempensation in e#erything. laybe you saw my name in last weeks
Lutheran.l sent the paper that the Editor of the Canada Lutherm
was afraid to publish;and theugh I did this on a venture and ha
my doubts about ité acceptance,it came out for all.As this is
the secend article I have had published in the Philadelphia Lu-
theran,I am beginning te think that I have been restored inte te
graces ef that ;ubiicétien house.They had one mistake in setting
the t ype,using teo many "it"s,where the copy had "church" fer
ene of thqi,which rendered>tﬁ;xneaning'cl;udy and semewhat dubi-
ous;but otherwise it was well done.Last Tuesday night Heman tok
Bonnie and me down to Ruth Maurer's apartment in Kitcheher,where
we with Dr.and lirs. Naurer and Mrs.Rehrig (Mrs.iaurer's sister)
and a few others"joined'in celebrating Dr. laurer's 80th birthdy
They had a fine birthday cake,coffee,cigars,and icecream ,and al
the frills that ge with them,and we joked and chatted éﬁd had a
goed time.0ld Dr.Maurer seems to be holding hié own quitg well.
I had a nice card frem Aunt Carrie the other day,written with a
pencil as she lay in bed en her back,but‘for all that quite easi
ly legible. I theught it was real nice eof her té write to me uné
er such circumétances,ana lest no time in sending her a reply.Slk

told me Aunt Nera's Grace had Jjust gone through an eperation fer

‘cancer.It seems that that disease is taking quife a hold en the

- pittien 3 hope to hear ﬁhenAa letter comes again ef imprevements

in Herbert and alse Aunt Cam.The war is still lugging aleng en

the high seas and in BEurepe,but has hardly started in earnest
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as yet.When ence it strikes its full blast there will be such a
helecaust eof destruction as this old werld has never experience
befoere,and whichever side gains the loss will be irremediable.I
see your President has had his way at least with the Senate and
has secured their assent te the remeval of the embarge on ams
This turned out as I expected and shows that Hitler has nething
on him as a Dictater.This is the first step in dragging the U.S
inte the fray;but meney talks long ana loud;and bleod money is
deened just as goed as any ether money to bring abeut presperi-
ty.But a neutral ceuntry will pay for it very dearly in the leg
run.Qur Deminien could not very well keep out of it after the
Mether Ceuntry had declared war,but the United States ceuld and
should do se. Bonnie has an unusual pet - a wild black squirrel
Every day it cemes around and eats peanuts right out ef her had
'If it is ever areund the Clausens and she calls te it,it will
ceme hustling acress the campus as fast as its legs can carry
and it frequently cemes even into the kitchen and dining ream.
Little Carl feeds it too sanetimes.The other day he was up in
my study and he said, "Grandfather,you ought to see the squirrd
down stairs,the darling little squirrel cemes into- the kitchen
and dining ream:it is se cute?Little Carl picks up everything
that he sees and hears.Mrs.Clausen was telling me this merning
that when he says his prayer at the table he cresses himelf and
says in the Name of the Father etc? Se you see he is quite eb-
gervant.Carelus and his family may be with us fer a ceuple days
next week while the paint is drying in their new house,intoe

which they will move toward the end of the week.l,evingly,
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