July 9th, 1926.

Palfagnal ﬁ

Oftama; Jntarios
Dear Hr, Robb: _
I have your letter of July 6th, lay I
state Lo you my view of the prasent situation quite
frankly. | | T |
I think the Customs Investipg:tion disclosed a
shocking state of affairs in the Customs Department, and
I take it that the Liberal members of the Oustoms Come
mittee would not have agreed to the report which they
did unless evidence justifiod all that the report con-
tained, Maving regard to the principle of cabinet
solidarity, md the fact that meny of the matters which
cane out before the Comnission were dram to the atten-
tion of the Prime Minister some monthc before the Cus—
toms Cormittee met, and were not stopped, I cimnot see
how the Covernment can comstitutionally or properly ea:-

cape: a measure of responsibility for the situstion. I
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recognize how anxious you and Mpe Fing and other members
of the Govnmmt were to dlean wp the gituation, but the
fact is that it wme not dome. Nor do I think it is any
real snawer that preceding administrations may have pere
mitted or winked at the abuses which were disclosed in
the administration of the Custome in the last two or threc
yoars, or ‘hat if the Conservatives came into power they
would not improve the situations I do not see how we can
got good Covernment in Cemada wnless the Eleotors punish
not only the men who are guilty of offences, but impose
politieal cemsure upon the Dovernment under whose ampiw e ?
the frauds were cormitted, mo matter how immocent person=
ally the members of the Covernment may be.

-1 further think that as the Government invited
2 vote on the Customs mporthythomnimmingth
adoption of the rapbrt. they should not hove asked dio-
solution bofore the vote, I think Parliament was en- .
titled to pass ﬁpnm the report of the Customs Committee.
Un the other hand, I do not think it was the proper
function of Tord Byng to punish the Covernment by ro-
fusing dissolution, consoquently compelling them to re-
gigne I think that was a question for the country, and

S
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1 think if be had granted lMr, King's request for dise
solution, and the Government had gone to the country.
on the Customs iseus,the Covernment would have besa de-
foateds ' : A
I know kord Byng well. I have the greatest
respect and admiration for his integrity and character,
and for his desire to do his duty, amd only what he con-
ceives to be his duty in the high position which he holds,
and I am sure Lord Eyng, in whatever he has done, has |
‘been actuated by no other motive than that of doing his
duty. B

Hoving stated that much on the one side, may
I then express my view on the others I think the re-
lation of the representative of the Crown in Canada to
the Govermment of Canada should be the same as that of
his Majesty's to the Government in Great Dritain, amnd
that we should follow the British constitutional practice
end ucage, I, therefore, think if lr, King pressed for
dissolution he should have had it Ir, Meighen has
accepted the responsibility for Lofd Dyng's refusel of
a dissolution to Nr. Xing, as it was his duty t¢ do, if,
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under the circumstances, he accepted the task of forme
ing @ new Goverrment. Having accepted the task he un-
doubtedly should have asked for an adjouwrnmnt to con-
stitute his Covernment and secure the election of its
members. I think the memner in which he attempted to
carry éh, and his subsequent action in dissolving the
House in the mamner in which it was dissolved, were eon;-_
trary to all British constitutionsl practice and prece-
dent, and I think your resolution was sound constitution=
ally, and the House did the right thing in supportinc it
and mf, Meighen's shadow Covernment deserved the defeat
it pote FEEN
As I em in agreement with your general attitude
on the constitutional issue, and because I am opposed
to Jre Meighen's attitude on the constitutional iseme,
to his position on the Tariff, and partieularly to his
war policy in his Hamilton speech, I think his Govern-
ment should be defeated in this election,

Apart from all other considerations, for
reasons of health, which I heve explained to INrs Fing,
it is impossible for me to take an aetive part in the
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campaisne I am going away for a somewhat prolonged
rest on the insistence of my physician. I have, how-
ever, taken matte-s up here with lr, Elliott, Nr.
Atkinson end ¥r,Gundy, and an doing what I can to as-
‘sist in the Ontario situation. I think it is of the
utmost importance that this campaism should not degen~
erate into an attack upon lord Byng, and thet extremists
on constitutional questions, like Mr, Fwart and Er,

- Bourassa, should not set the key note for the campaign.
If they do it will alienate the sympathy of ‘housands
of Iiberals in this Province who are extremely anxious
~ to soe "r. Ueighen dofeated, but are not prepared to
countenance anything that would look like a movement
towards separation or a personal attack wpon Lord Byng.
For you personally I would like to do mything I possibly -
ean, and in view of your letter I will think the matter
over carefully, and it may be that I can prepare a stato-
ment on the constitutional issue which 1 will send you

in the form of a letter ln.nswer to your request which
you may be able to use. In other words, if I send you a
statement on the constitutional issue you are at liberty
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to publish it

Tith sincere regards,

Yours faitbfnlly,
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