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July 9th, 1926,
Personal and- | 5
Lonfidentiale

Tl il St R,
Dear Er. King:

I have carefully considered your loettor of
July Gth which ¥r, Elliott handed to me. I appreciate
fully the confidence you have expressed, but it will
not be possible for me to comtest a seat in the present
elaction, or to take on active part in the campaign.

Apart from any othor consideration I am ro-
straiud from doing it by ry doctor's orders. For the
past four months the doctor has told me I must get at
loast two ménths of complete rest, md to take it more
or less easy for the greater part *}flnynr, if I am to
regain my full normal strength. le has permitted me to
carry on for the past three or four months under very
striot regulations, which I am afraid 1 have not always
respected, on the understanding that 1 would take at
least two months' vacation this summer, entirely free
from responsibility of all kind. In faet he has ordered
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me not to take away books involving serious reading.

I would not go into these details oxcept to
asmuire you that conditions absolutely preciude my doing
vhat you ask. I do not like to talk about my owm health,
and, therefore, I hope you will treat this as entirely
confidential, I told Mr. Elliott the conditions as he
was urging me to take an active part in the campaign.

) I agree +ith your view "that the relations

of the Government to the Ying's representative in Canada
- ghould be in all essentials the same as the relatione
of the Covernment to the Crown itself in the 01d Land",
and that all our Parliamentary proceedings should be
soverned by British constitutional practice, I hope that
the discussion in the campaign can be kept on this sound
prineisle, Uy fear is that the campaign will be taken
adventage of by extremists who may cay things about Lord
Byng and about our relation to the Bmpire to wiich we can«
not possibly give ascent, and that these rash statements
may lend color and give excuse for the campaign vhich will
undoubtedly be waged by the Conservatives ugainst the
Liberalg in this Province. I am sure we are going to face
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another attempt to repeat the campaign of 1911, It
will bo a flag-weving - campaign and the Liberals will be
eharged with attacking the representative of the Crown
and desiring to secure 2 separation from the Empire. So
far as lord Byng ic concermed I think he misapprehended
his constitutionsl duties, but I do not for a moment
think he had any other desire then to do what he conceived
to be his duty, end that any attack upon him porsonally
would, in my view, be not only entirely unjustified, but
would soveraly re-act against the Liberal Party in this
Provinces L5
In my opinion the reseolution which Mr,Robb
moved in the House and upon which the Meichen shadow
Covernment was defeated was a perfectly sound resolution,
entirely justified by the facts, lr, Meishen has accepted
full responsibility for Lord Byng's sction in refusing you
dissolution, mnd is undoubtedly responsible for all sub=
sequent proceedings. The attack should be upon him and
on his view of the constitution rather than en Lord Bynge
I am sure you must be greatly exhausted by the
labours of the closing days of Parliament, and I hope
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m will find your few days rest very bemeficial.

lire Moighen since called upon to form an
sdninistration s made I think sbout os many mis-
takes as o men could ‘in such @ situstion, and I can-
not see how he can hope to carry the country.

I nave discussed the political situation with
- Nre miott, and have taken matters wp with Mpe Cundy
and ¥r.,Atkinson with a view of rendering such assistance
as I could before I left for my holidays,. y

| mith kindest personal regards, I em,

Yours faithfully,
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