C Jiortimer Bezeau . >
12 Ellen 3t, Zast
Kitehener,Untario December 14, 1948

Honourable W.L.ackenzie Eing
Laurier House
Ottawa, Canads.
Dear Mr, King:- B g ,. y
Soon jou will have reached another milestone in
a long snd useful life. No person, in Canada 6f elsewhere, regrets
more then I the eircumstance that influenced your retirement. -s
you have T you had & Job to do; «nd you ald it well, Youw laid
the foundation for & great system of sociel reforms; and if your
immediate successors do not proceed with the anperetrnoturo. the
- foundation at least has been weli and truly laid for some future
generation,
is 1 have stated to you on previous occasions I have
been fearful for the future of the liberal Party a«fter you would
decide to retire from the leardership; and recent events have not
- tended to allay that fear. The Ln;or?f Party of today has so far
departed froﬁ the prineiples of early liberalism - prineciples of
truth, Justice and righteousness which were established before thé
‘foundations of the world were laid, and in which both you and I
believe, and have tried to hold intactythat 1 view tﬁe future of
the Party with misgivings. ) |
#8 1 look out upon the world today, and reoall'tﬂi
severeon of yous sative sesiloigstisn o, S RReTELSY BEL'SRbn

and international affaips o
of Providence in permitting time to take its toll of one S0 capable;

but Fhat doubt is sllght;y weakened when I look back over the years

nd
an tyy to visualize what might have beenm had any other man been at
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the head of affairs in Canade during the tronﬁlod_tinna through

-which we have 80 recently and safely puassed.

I am not & hero worshiper, nor one who worships at the shrine

of antiquity; but I do believe in the ultimste triumph of the

Irinity of Principles before mentloned. Those primciples are
good not merely because they are anclent; but they have long
endured becsuse they are good; snd when we, -h!tho;'indlvida&l-‘
or groups of individuals, lose sizht of them we lose our souls.
Juping the forty years thet heve elspsed sinee first you
entered perlisment 4 have read with care every promouncement mede
bj you on eny matter of maetional or intermational concern; end
only twice in all those yesrs have I felt imclimed to disegree
wlth:yon in any particulsar; and in one of those instances 1 felt

.« that what you sald was, unfer the oiroumstanaoa. the best that

could be aaid xn the naticnal interest,

canada. in comnon with some other conntrioc. is snftorlng rron
nass hystoria as & result of mass propaganie; end our present lesders
are doing nothing to allay it; bat rather to foment it. The present
Federal leader of the Llberal Party is not a leurier, nor & Laurier
type of Cetholle. In fset 1t ic the opinion of meny stsunch Liberals
that his speeches on international effelrs sound like echoes of the
volce of Rome. 1 eennot avoid feeling aorryAtor 5t, laurent, and
particularly for his family. There lives have been spent in the
tranquility of the court roony.or the home, far removed from the
turmoil of politics. The day is not fer distant when those Iories
who placed & halo about the head of 5t, leurent, will replace it
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with & orown of thovmes; end do 1t with all the vicious cruelty
~of which they are Bo capable.
It 1s with great pleasure 1 note that you have regained your
_health; and 1 sincerely hope you will long be spared to see the
fruit of your labours both at home and abroad.

$1th Vet wishew for n joyous Christmes, and the best of
everything in the yegré*to come, I remain as ever, :

Your sincere friend,
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