NEWS RELEASE
	
  

CONTACT
Dr. Anne Wilson, Professor, Department of Psychology,
Wilfrid Laurier University
519-884-0710 Ext. 3037 or awilson@wlu.ca
Kevin Crowley, Director
Communications & Public Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier University
519-884-0710 ext. 3070 or kcrowley@wlu.ca

JAN. 18, 2016 | 006-16

	
  

Laurier professor Anne Wilson named Canadian Institute
for Advanced Research Successful Societies Fellow
WATERLOO – Wilfrid Laurier University psychology Professor Anne Wilson has been appointed as a Fellow in
the Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR) Successful Societies program. As a member of the
program, Wilson joins other leading academics from sociology, political science, political philosophy, history and
economics, who are interested in addressing societal inequalities.
“Canadian Institute for Advanced Research’s support for Dr. Wilson’s work will foster more opportunities for
wider interdisciplinary collaborations,” said Robert Gordon, vice-president: Research. “This work is on the
forefront of addressing social inequality issues in relevant ways.”
Wilson works in the area of personal and social identity (including gender, ethnicity, nationality and religion)
across time. She examines how people remember the past and think about the future, and how these
perspectives affect their understanding of the present. Through her work, she has discovered that groups often
have very different perspectives on the same historical injustices; what one group may perceive as painfully
recent another might view as ancient history. These divergent perceptions of time are often motivated by their
desire to see one’s own group in a positive light. Her research will explore how a group’s representation of their
history can inform their understanding of inequality today.
“I am fascinated by people and how they behave, think and understand themselves and their social worlds,”
said Wilson. “If you want to address big problems in society – issues like inequality or climate change for
instance – you are never going to get there from the perspective of a single discipline. The more that people
with different knowledge and perspectives can talk to each other, the more likely you are to make big advances
in addressing these problems.”
Anne Wilson is a professor in the Department of Psychology at Laurier and currently holds a Canada Research
chair in Social Psychology (Tier II). She is a member of the College of New Scholars, Artists, and Scientists at
the Royal Society of Canada. Her research has been supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council and the Canadian Foundation for Innovation.
Successful societies are those that create conditions that lead to better health, well-being and resilience for
individuals and communities. The Successful Societies program aims to identify the cultural and social
frameworks that put societies on a path toward greater and more equitable prosperity. It looks beyond simple
economic analysis, and examines how an individual’s sense of identity and belonging within a culture can affect
overall economic, physical and psychological well-being. The program bridges the gap between researchers
interested in studying institutions and those who study culture. The cross-pollination of ideas allows researchers
to get a broader sense of how to address issues in the bigger picture.
For more information on Wilson’s work: www.annewilsonpsychlab.com
For more information on the Successful Societies Program: www.cifar.ca/successful-societies/
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