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WATERLOO — Wilfrid Laurier University has closed the offer that allowed students to trade
their residence guarantee for books, food and technology. Fifty students accepted the special
offer and the housing office secured or created 398 additional spaces, leaving Laurier
residences ready for move-in day.

“A combination of incentive-driven withdrawals and a Herculean effort by our
housing staff has allowed us to accommodate every student who held a residence guarantee,”
said David McMurray, dean of students. “I look forward to meeting as many students as
possible when they begin arriving on September 1.”

Just over 2809 students will move into Laurier’s residence system in Waterloo. That’s
between 400 and 500 more than originally anticipated.

The University can accommodate the unexpected increase — and honour a long-
standing guarantee to any student who applied to a certain date — in four key ways.

First, the university will be opening a new 332-bed residence on King Street on
September 1. Though construction is still underway, furniture has already been moved into

the first two-and-a-half floors.
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The university is also accommodating students by reconfiguring its University Place
and Laurier Place residences. A third option involves leasing various private
accommodations, including entire floors in apartment buildings and small houses adjacent to
campus.

Finally, Laurier gave students a unique opportunity to trade their residence guarantee
for books, food and technology worth $2500. That total included a $500 credit to the book
store, a $500 credit for food as well as a choice between a laptop, desktop or Blackberry cell
phone and wireless e-mail unit. Fifty students accepted the offer.

To ensure that the students who opted to remain in residence enjoy the quality
experience normally offered, Laurier has hired an additional residence-life area coordinator
and five dons. This group will offer support and deliver residence-life programs to the 270
students living in accommodations that are not a part of the university’s regular residence

system.
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