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Laurier hosts mathematics and science conference for young women 

Waterloo, Ont. (April 25) — Although women now comprise more than half of all

undergraduate university students in Canada, they are still in the minority in most

science and mathematics programs.

The numbers are improving, but changing society's view as to what women can or

can't do, or should or shouldn't do, is a slow process.

"In my mother's day, there were only a few choices for most women: nurse,

hairdresser, secretary, teacher or cashier," says Ashlee Cunsolo, a Grade 10 student at

Centennial Collegiate and Vocational Institute in Guelph.

"I feel privileged to grow up in a time of equality where women are encouraged to

pursue non-traditional interests and careers," she adds.

Ashlee is one of 40 young Ontario women who will participate in PROWIS '95, a

mathematics and science conference at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo from May

9 to 11.

The students, drawn from 146 high schools within 100 km of Kitchener-Waterloo, will

participate in science and math-related workshops and hear women talk about their

careers in mathematics and science-related fields.

The workshop on astronomy, called Look Up . . . Look Way Up, should be of

particular interest to Leigh Hunsinger, who attends Milton District High School.

" My ultimate goal is to someday become an astronaut," Leigh wrote in the essay she

submitted as part of her application for PROWIS '95. 'To venture into the unknown
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where very few have ever gone, to try to enhance the quality of life on earth and possibly

to create life in space is an exciting prospect for me."

Many young women are interested in science but aren't sure what they can do with

that interest beyond high school, says Mary Ann Fieldes, assistant dean for science at

Laurier.

For example, Samantha Coulter-Galbraith of Centre Dufferin District High School in

Shelburne wrote: "What is beyond Grade 10? What does the future hold for women like

me who wish to endeavor in these fields? How easy can it be for women to step into a

once male-dominated territory? These are questions I hope to find the answers for."

"That's what PROWIS '95 is all about," says Fieldes, "to let these students see some

of the possibilities that exist for research and careers based on science and math."

During the conference, the students will participate in four 2-1/2 hour workshops,

ranging from how to detect radon gas by playing squash, to using discrete mathematics to

solve puzzles and games, to studying electrical activity in the human body, to learning

how beaches and sand dunes are formed.

The workshops will be held in the new $15-million science building, which was

opened in January.

For Michon Williams, of Iroquois Ridge High School in Oakville, attending PROWIS

'95 is a stage in a process that will ultimately allow her to work for the survival of our

world.

"Hunting animals used to be the most important aspect of survival," Michon wrote in

her essay. "Now it is hunting for information. Science and research will help us to rectify

the damage we have done to our earth and help us cure the sicknesses that plague us. I

need to help find ways of ensuring this world's survival. I want to pacify the fears of my

peers, as we as my own."

PROWIS '95 is sponsored by Bell Canada.

Laurier has about 450 undergraduates majoring in science and offers science

programs in biology, chemistry, computing and computer electronics, geography,

mathematics, physics, and psychology .
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PROWIS '95 Participants

Amanda Bauman
Southwood Secondary School (Cambridge)
home (519) 632-8843; school (519) 621-5920

Baden
Jocelyn Burkhart
Waterloo Oxford District Secondary School
home (519) 662-2575; school (519) 634-5441

Bolton

Anne Marie Simmie
Humberview Secondary School
home (905) 857-6581; school (905) 857-0771

Brampton 

Nicole Roodzant
Guido des Brès High School
home (905) 453-5349; school (905) 574-4011

Brantford 

Nicole Axworthy
Pauline Johnson Collegiate and Vocational School
home (519) 753-1772; school (519) 756-1320

Sarah Bothwell
Brantford Collegiate Institute and Vocational School
home (519) 756-4389; school (519) 759-3210

Sarah Langley-Smith
Pauline Johnson Collegiate and Vocational School
home (519) 753-1660; school (519) 756-1320

Van Le
North Park Collegiate Vocational School
home (519) 756-0481; school (519) 759-2560

Christina Macoretta
Brantford Collegiate Institute and Vocational School
home (519) 756-0448; school (519) 759-3210

Burlington
Alyssa Cope
Notre Dame Roman Catholic Secondary School
home (905) 332-0269; school (905) 335-1544

Jolanta Oko
Nelson High School
home (905) 637-6826; school (905) 637-3825

Jennifer Peco
Assumption Roman Catholic Secondary School
home (905) 637-7468; school (905) 634-1835

Campbellville
Leigh Hunsinger
Milton District High School
home (905) 854-2730; school (905) 878-2839

Fergus
Crystal Hall
Centre Wellington District High School
home (519) 843-3391; school (519) 843-2500

Gowanstown
Lori Walden
Listowel District Secondary School
home (519) 291-1863; school (519) 291-1880

Grand Valley
Tracy Vieira
Robert F. Hall Catholic Secondary School
home (519) 928-5724; school (905) 791-5007

Guelph
Ashlee Cunsolo
Centennial Collegiate and Vocational Institute
home (519) 821-6276; school (519) 821-0360

Leah Parolin
Our Lady of Lourdes High School
home (519) 822-4074; school (519) 836-2170
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Hamilton 
Meghan Burke
St. Jean de Brebeuf Catholic Secondary School
home (905) 574-2814; school (905) 388-7020

Sabrina Legato
Sir Allan MacNab Secondary School
home (905) 389-1113; school (905) 383-3337

Laura Macesic
Sherwood Secondary School
home (905) 574-0159; school (905) 383-3377

Melissa Mandula
St. John de Brebeuf Catholic Secondary School
home (905) 318-5482; school (905) 388-7020

Kitchener-Waterloo 
Susan Land
Forest Heights Collegiate Institute
home (519) 744-1657; school (519) 744-6567

Katrina Sukola
Cameron Heights Collegiate Institute
home (519) 742-6253; school (519) 578-8330

Seanna Swayne
Grand River Collegiate Institute
home (519) 893-1846; school (519) 576-5100

Mississauga 
Sarah Copland
Lorne Park Secondary School
home (905) 822-4597; school (905) 278-6177

Aimee Johnson
Gordon Graydon Memorial Secondary School
home (905) 891-1071; school (905) 274-2391

Melissa Kingston
Meadowvale Secondary School
home (905) 824-0875; school (905) 824-1790

Teresa Lim
Holy Name of Mary Secondary School
home (905) 607-6236; school (905) 274-5014

Tracey Matsugu
Cawthra Park Secondary School
home (905) 275-1912; school (905) 274-1271

New Hamburg
Amanda Wagler
Waterloo Oxford District Secondary School
home (519) 634-5580; school (519) 634-5441

Oakville 
Nancy Dweiri
Lord Elgin High School
home (905) 825-5256; school (905) 632-5151

Elisabeth Mozel
Queen Elizabeth Park High School
home (905) 825-3341; school (905) 827-4101

Michon Williams
Iroquois Ridge High School
home (905) 842-8109; school (905) 845-0012

Salford
Theresa Hakkenberg
Ingersoll District Collegiate Institute
home (519) 485-5487; school (519) 485-1200

Shelburne
Samantha Coulter-Galbraith
Centre Dufferin District High School
home (519) 925-5069; school (519) 925-3834

St. Marvs 
Jennifer Hutton
St. Michael Catholic Secondary School
home (519) 284-4128; school (519) 271-0890

Nicole Watt
St. Marys District Collegiate and Vocational Institute
home (519) 461-1053; school (519) 284-1731

Stoney Creek
Sofia Megna
Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School
home (905) 662-5464; school (905) 560-3333

Tavistock
Loretta Wilker
Woodstock Collegiate Institute
home (519) 655-2590; school (519) 537-6241

Tillsonburg
Sherie Lam
Annandale High School
home (519) 842-8015; school (519) 688-2171
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