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CHAPTER VIL

The next morning Mr. Everett was
jubilant. He had enjoyed a profound
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Anthor of Diveree—A Brooklyn Bachelor- Lor.mer and Wite— Eta

men are not responsible for. It is the
result of their whole education.

want you to explain this to Mollie: you
ean talk to her more explicitly than

asleep, and was ready for any proposi- ean. I want to tell yod what Iknow

tion that suggested open air, and the
society of the Minturns. He was sar-
prised to hear that Larry had break-
fasted alone, and had left the hotel
at seven o'clock punctually.

“The boy is thoroughly in earnest,”
he remarked to his wife, who waited ra-
ther impatiently for the wagon that

from observation, from reading, and
from conversation. These foreigners
impress us with their manners. Well,
mother, they acquire manners as la-
boriously as we learn to spell. It is
superficial. The human brute is al-
ways there stronger than we Ameri-
cans can conceive of it. Now, I'll tell

was to take them to Mr Minturn's house. ., why, You know exactly how to
Mrs. Everett was feverish with annoy- 5,406 of the average American. We

ance, vaxiety and disappointment. Her
husband's state of mind added to her
irritability. That he should find rest
and satisfaction under the circum-
stances was most provoking.

“ Did Larry speak of Miss Minturn
last night ? You said you met him and
bad a iong talk with him."”

 fler name was never mentioned, I
assure youa.'

“ Really! I wish I could get rid of
this impression.” :

““ He seems engrossed by his studies
—determined to suceeed in his under-
taking."

“l hope you are right.”

Mrs. Evereit used ber eyes careful-
ly upon reaching her destination, but
there was nothing to discover that
conld assist her curiosity. Miss Min-
turn was clipping blossoms into a bas-
ket from some of her choice garden
plants, and came forward, with bas-
ket, seissors, apron and shade hat, to
welcome her guests. She looked at Mr,
Everett with an interest that attrac-
ted and plensed him. Her grandmoth-
er's recollections had excited her sym-
pathy in his favor. This bandsome, for-
mal maa, with his reputation as a lead-
er in the world of wealth and power,
had once like herself been under the
influence of her grandmother’s care
and affection. This fact bridged the
distance between them. Underneath the
calm exterior,—~beneath the pmud,
strong head—there beat the honest,
loving heart that her grandmother had
known and sounded. She gave him n
entle. eonfidential smile that made
f:m heart bound within him, and led
the way to the shaded seats om the
broad porch.

“The nreeze is cool here, and per-
haps vou would prefer it to being In-
doors. Grandma was here a moment
RgO."

“And where are you gring?' asked
Mr. Everett. p

“To get more flowers and then in-
to the dining-room to arrange them."”

“Mayv I assist?”’

“Can you stand the sun in the gar
dent”

“Anything that you can put up with
will suit me."

tose laughed merrily.

“You shall have a big hat.”

He followed her to the bhall and
found a very becoming one.

“That belongs to your son.”

He laughed with her, and they wan-
dered about the garden, taking their
time in selecting pretty blossoms.
The party on the porch had been re-
enforced by Mr. Minturn and young

Everet! and the gayety became gen-

eral. The girls, during the day, urged
upon HRose the charms of the New-
port sojourn: but she langhingly re-
misted all their appeals to enjoy them.

Larry found an opportunity to con-
sult his mother regarding a country
house in the vicinity and a mode of
living that would enable his father to
withdraw from active business. Mrs.
Fverett was aceustomed to listening to
her son. She respected nis ideas even
when she did not assent to them. His
earnestness surprised and impressed
her.

“You are mistaken if you suppose
that vour [ather would consent to give
up his work now. He is only [fifty.
New York men stay in the swim, as
they express it, until they are sevenly
or more. Why, he would be miserable,
buried alive in a place like this.”

“But he should stop for his health’'s
g ke

“Nonsense! He looks remarkably
well.”

He complains of his head.™

“He stays up too late at those in-
terminable clubs.”

“Exactly. If you bad n nice place
here, he could invite friends to stay
with him: but the strain would be done
away with, I kpmow he could be in-
duced to turn country gentleman, and
jeave the struggle to those who must
ficht for daily bread. He has enough
money for all sengible needs.”

“Oh, Larry, you are looking at things
in a new light, You are influenced by
the surroundings of this place. They
wouldn't suit you. Your sister has to
be considered. Mollie must marry
well.”

“Her almirers ean come here."”

“She is ambitious. Ever stnce her
friend married that French mnoble-
man she bas felt like meeting these
titled people and marrying among
them."

*But bow silly! You should be able
to show her the mistake she is mak-
mg.ll
*1 have tried to reason with her. She
ean see only the worldly side of it.
Ehe argues that she is rich enough,
and these men are abroad seeking Am-
erican fortunec.”

“She doesn't know what she is risk-
in .ll-

Eﬁ-’n. she is dazzled by the externals,
Why, Larry, that man who married
Jessie Sanford was fifty, and she was
under twanty. He was all made up,
wore artificial teeth and wig, and
rould bardly raise his eyelids. 1
thought it was simply disgusting! The

idea of & voung, bright American girl |

accepting such a future. I thought of
her ow~n honest voung countrymen,
who wou!d bave given her something in
return for her youth and beauty.”-
“Why, mother, it is disgraceful —
positively shocking! It is to me some-
what ludicrous to watch the men
amassing wealth for these foreign idl-
ers who take it, with speers for the
manner in which it is made. Could
there be a greater burlesque on re-
publicam principles? But the trans-
portatior »f American fortunes s
the lpast of the evils. These girls ac-
cept men who are utterly incapable of
understanding or appreciating them.
And this » & misfortune that these
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may be brusque or sauve according to
temperament, talkative or reserved ac-
cording to our company. We may be
highly educated or have but asmat-
tering of book knowledge. We may be
rich, moderately well off or poor. These
are variable gquantities, not vital, not
essential to true happiness, I'll show
you wnat we have that is the secret
of all that makes life beautiful, that
| ereates peace and joy—we believe in
\ the chastity of woman."

“Why, Larry "™

“l knew I would give you ashock.
Let me finish and then you will see
the necessity of making Mollie realize
the importance of this subject. We
Americans are born with faith in our
mothers, in our sisters, in all the nice
women we meet as we grow to hoyhood
and manhood. We love those who are
about us; we respect them; we are
' taught to reveremce innocence, mo-
' desty, purity. We are reared in an at-
' mosphere that makes us the cham-
 pions and protectors of women the
' world over. We live in view of a home
with love on its altar; but the corner-
stone is purity. When we [first go
abroad and learn that there are in the
world unhappy women who have loat
their claim to respect, we are hurt,
shocked at the revelatiom. We try to
find excuses for them, and seek the
causes of their eondition in the pres-
sure of cireumstances which they can-
not coniral. A lost woman is a piti-
able sight.”

“Larry, vou astonish one! The idea
of expressing sympathy for such a
ereature !

“Mother, this creature that you de-
spise is to be fuund in all classes of the
community. But to get at the main
point—these foreign nohlemen begin at
the other end and never reach the
holy ground that we stand upon. You
have only te recall what you saw and
heard abroad. The infant boy is suckled
by a stranger, and left to servants
until old enough to enter school. He
is never under the influence of pure
women. His sister and his possible
wife are in convents. His marriage is

business matter. This man's experience
makes it impossible for him to conceive
'of an innocent, good woman. It es-
tablishes his position toward all wo-
men. He does uot except his wife. She
must be watched, He is a jealous, sus-
picions hushand from the first, Now,
imagine our typical American girl —
petted, admired, strong in her own be-
' lief in herself and in her motives, ac-
ecustomed to respect, and on friendly
terms with scores of pleasant men,
whose theories of life are in harmony
with her own. Suppose she marries
this foreigner. After the little excite-
ment is over, and they are left to
themselves and each other, what have
they in common? A title and a for-
tune don't include happiness.”

“You take the most practical view
of the subject, Larry.”

“Why not? Take up a history; the
| French are deseribed as brilliant, su-
perficial, vain, and fickle. They have
eliminated belief in God and faith in
women's purity., The individual makes
the nation. I wish Mollie conld see an

American marquise that I met in Flor-| .
| I sense. We met on the steamer going
sion; that of a frightened, hunted ani- over and—"

enca, Her eyes had but one expres-

mil—misery incarnate. Yet she had all
the things for which she sold herself.

do now to feel prepared for the examin=
ation. Still, I am glad that you sent
me here, and delighted that you camé
to see me. 1f there are clouds in the
family sky, I ought to know about
them. I am no longer & boy, and a
man may be dull in mathematica but
sharp enough in other branches of
knowledge. I am going to sound Mol-
lie on the matrimonial question. I
don't suppos= I have any rights in the
matter, but it wonld be jolly to have
a brother-in-law that one could respect
and like for bimself.

“Mollie may expect & return confi-
dence,”” X

“When I bave anything to confide

I|she will be welcome to it.”

Larry found his sister stuffing small
articles into the corners of her trunk.
t«x yos come for s walk P

“Yes: you are very good to think of |

it. Shall I call Daphnpe ¢

“I want to speak to you, Mollie. I

may not have another opportunity,”
They left the hotel and wandered
along the shaded road. J
“] am sorry we are going, Larry.
It is so nice and restful here; but we

must bore you dreadfully, and Isap- |

pose we've turned the Minlurn family
upside down.”

“If you'll change your mind, and
stay here, I'll promise you to avoid be-
ing bored, and to prove beyond a doubt
that the Minturns have not even been
shaken on their pedestal. See here
Mollie, that is the proper thing for you
to do. Father will not go to Newport
with you, but I think we could coax
him to stop here and take a rest from
business.”

#Miss Mintaorn might persuade him,
I fancy. But, Larry, Miss Van Ness
expocts to go to Newport ; the arrange-
ments are all made; and I, too, have
agreed to be there. You are very
good to want us here, I am sure."

It makes it homelike, for me, Mollie.
Ican't see much of you again until the
Thanksgiving bolidays. That is why I
want to talk to you.
the Everett family is ridiculously
small. You and I compose it. The
way in which we live now tends to

keep us apart, and from present ap-

pexrances the distance may increase.
Now, if we could put our heads togeth-
er and work for a jolly, comfortable

home—say here, for instance—we might .

induce father to retire from business

and take comfort in the real pleasurea
and blessings of this life. I'll guaran-

tee to introduce a lot of nice fellows,
so that you and your friends will not
lack companionship; and perhaps the
happiness that we hear so much about
and seldom experience may take up its
abode with us.”

Miss Everett watched her brother’s
face, then looked ahead of her, and
preserved silence.

“Come, Mollie; out with it—say
what you think.”

*I was thinking that you have reach-
ed the land of pleasant dreams. You
live in a paradise that imagination
pictures.
while it lasts.”

“Molly, what do youn mean§"

“Just what I say. A few years agd
T would have accepted this offer with
'enthusiasm.
a contract; he takes his bride as a mere |

It is too late. I have
had my little dream, and it is over.”
“Why, Molliel! I never knew—""
“I know that. How could you? Why

should you "

“But I am your brother—older than
you. If you had confided in me—"

“Oh, you were In Europe.”

“One can write—""

“Larry, I never thought of you. It
was all so sudden—so soon over !"”

“And this is why you have concoct-
ed a plan to marry for rank "

“Precisely] What's the use of
having a heart if you're forced to
break itf§"

“Nothing can wound your heart so
much as to be false to its promptings.
If you feel for one man as you evident-
ly do, how could you dare marry an-
othar "

“Oh, pshaw! I'll marry some one
who only wants my money—who lays
no claim to my heart.”

Everett drew his sister’'s arm in his
and spoke gemtly.

“Let me understand this thing
thoroughly. Had you a quarrel? Ia
pique at the bottom of it ¥

“No—what mother ecalls common

“Yes, I know. Go on.”
“It was all settled between us; but

'T used to want to wring that brute's | when he came to see me, after we got

Ipr:‘k when I met him alone. The dev-
il lurked in his eves: his mouth was

|
|

 tigerish. Poor girl ! He wouldn’t let her |

speak English. He had a mistress
within a few squares, whom he sup-

ported with his wife's money. Fortun- |

ately, the properiy is trusteed — he
can only waste her income. She is
young and she has one child. I have
heard that he struck her when in-
furiated!"

“Why does she stay with him 1"

home, mother sent him word that I
was out. She had recasoned that he
was not rich and had no social position.
He called several times; then he wrote
telling me that he was always inform-
ed that I was out or engaged. I didn’t
answer hi= letter, so he took offence
and that ended it.”

“Why, you made no fight what-
ever."

1 didn't know how. You were

away ; father seemed farther off than |

“I don't know. They were married you. I was a [ool, I suppose. If 1 bad
with three services. If she left him it all to do now, I should act different-

she could not have her child, You see, l¥.

It was my first experience, and 1

mother, T would rather put Mollie in lost the battle.”

her coffin than let her marry one of
these ruffians with their fine veneer
of manners.”

“Suppose you have a talk with her.

“What has become of him?"

“I don't know."
“You care, though. BSee here, Mol-

lie, tell me his name, and let me {ind |

' 8he doesn't know anything aboat | out somelhing about him. Keep these

what you are concerned with,

great idea of yeur ability. She is con-
templating social position, prefty

gowns for all occasions, having a coro- | me.

_ J She | foreigners at arm's-length, and Ferhapu
might be influenced, as she has a you can return to the place o

pleas-
ant dreams with me."”

“No. 1 have puat it all away from
He couldn’'t feel any respect for

net worked, and stamped on all her me. I treated him so shamefully.
belongings. She thinks, if she thinks Don't mention it to anybody. You
at all, that men are all alike, and judg- see, mother didn't credit me with real-

es these foreigners by her experience ly loving him.

of her own countrymen."”
I
are H&‘I-'trﬂLl of these ornnmental speeci-
mens coming to Newport this month,
uld_ it is u_imple enough to get ac-
 quainted with them. You see, your

project of arural life is out of the
question. Your father is devoted to

flirtation ecarried too far, and she was

“How is the introduction to be hadf" | determined to get me clear of the mat-
“That is the easiest part of it. There ter. BShe said she would never consent |

to the marriage, that I had nothing
to live upon, and that he was not in a

position to marry. These were facts.”

“True, but they are successfully

dealt with every day. I am glad you

told me of this affair. I never sus-

stocks, Mollie has her mind made up|pected that my demure little sister

to buy rank, and I am depending upon
you to make me happy.”
. “Come, come, mother: I'll do what I
'can to please you: but I'll have a tussle
'with the stocks and the nobleman.”
' *“Oh, well, Larry, you are young and
' strong, and men are naturally com-
bative and like something to fight. I
believe it was a mistake for us to come
 here, You had enough to occupy your
mind, and now you are worried about
E’T;r father and excited over Mollie,
_ ple fancy that the rich bave no
troubles.”
' "Mutt;r.tﬂ are mpdnjnfncturing_g?r
own about as rapidly w=us possible.
Where is Mollie
“] left her packing her trunk. I
 suppose we won't see you until your
fate is decided.”
CHAPTER VIII.
|

“Impassible! I sball bave all Icam
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TORONTO

was suffering with what the French
call an ‘affair of the heart,’ because
with them it is an unusual thing. 1
ghall regard you with very different
feelings after this.”

“l am sorry you brought up this
matter. Youn have excited emotions
and recalled associations that I must
put away from me. It would be mis-
ery to live them over periodically.”

“It should be delight.”

“Oh, well, Larry, that is out of the
question now.”

“Mollie, it cannot be possible that
you would marry from worldly motives.
The man who would exchange his title
for your money would always be con-
te in your estimation.”

hi:_'nmnn than I should be in
l"Iunhardlrmtu te the idea
of & girl of twenty making for

You see, Mollie, '

£he thought it was a |

herself a future of such a natare.
Where is your sense of moral recti-
tude?f How can you say to ourself
that you will relinquish all the holy

'my girl, you are cultivating a mor

' condition of mind that unfits you for
tgktnﬁ & sensible, healthy view of the
sitnation. A loveless marriage won't
cure your trouble. Just 5ess your
soul in patience for a bit until I bave
time to devote to your interests. You

~can count upon me to help forward

 whatever is square and calculated to
make you really happy. Go back to

'dreamland ; it is at least a sweeter

' atmosphere for a girl of your age. Bet-
ter nurse illusions and think of ideals
than contemplate marriage on &

' worldly plan. At forty, such a the-

ory might be excusable in a woman.”

“Why, Larry, you, too, have views
and ideas about the subject.”

' “Naturally. Otherwise I couldn’t
bave so much to say to you.™
“Perhaps I am practical—more 80
than you."

“Practicalness is all very well; but
you <on't want to carry it to the realms
- of insanity.”
| “Oh, don't get beside yourself. That

doesn’'t help conviction. You've said

quite as much as is necessary. You see,

ou think as I did a few years ago.

ait until you indulge in *love’'s young
dream,’ and then find out that your
family objects to your plans, and that
you haven't the money to act inde-
pendently. Larry, young people are
not worldly; they are not even prac-
tical. The parents interfere, and seat-
ter their hopes, and sneer at their
feelings, and ridicule what was sacred
to them. When you experience all
this you can sympathize with me and
understand me. I am going to avoid
future suffering. The way is this:
enjoy the bright things, occupy myself
with light interests, and keep my
heart to myself. 1 see people doing
this. They don't allow themselves to
feel. They pursue pleasure, they find
entertainment, they don’t care for
others, and they don't want others
to care for them.”

“A pretty philosophy for an Ameri-
can girl of twenty with a father in-
viting i1nsanity in his efforts to give
her all that she desires]”

“That's just it. My one desire was
to marry for love. That was denied
me. If I had been allowed to follow
my feelings no doubt my best nature
, would have expanded. I would have

had interests and duties to develop love

and all the emotions that we read so |
much about in books. I might have |

bhad a little child to malke me good and
wise. DBut I was scoffed at. Why, |
should like to know? Grandma was
married when she was eighteen, and
father was born before she was nine-
teen. Bhe was a happy, honorable
wife and mother at twenty, with pro-
per ideas and affections. I'm a cyni-
cal, disappointed woman, not because
| T am heartless, but because my good

Oh, well, it is very sweet | lmpulses bave been crushed ! What

you would like me to be I never can
| be. The incentive is gone, Larry. 1
know lots of girls situated just as I
am. You see, parents are very incon-
sistent. Let me show you how. They
really force us as regards education.
You know that we American girls are
taught everything. Of course, it is
only & smattering; still, we gain
breadth if not depth. We go every-
where, hear and see and read for our-
selves, Necessarily we are precocious;
we are developed too rapidly, perbaps;
but are we to blame?! Now, then,
when the natural result takes place,
' and we say that we love, that we want
hu marry, why, we are told that we
' know mothing—that we are too young
to judge of our own feelings, too ig-
norant to decide for ourselves! Is not
this all wrong? If you put a flower
' under glass and it opens, can you shut
it again ¥
To Be Continuved.

ODD SEWING MACHINES.

some of the More Curlous of the Uses 10
Which They Are Pul.

The buttonhole sewing machine is
familiar, but it is probable that the
button-sewing machine is less so. Such
machines, however, have been used for
years. The same button-sewing ma-
chine might serve to sew on buttons,

of a dozen styles and sizes, but they
would all be buttons with the eyes at
' the same distances apart. There are
many buttons of various sizes as to
diameter whose eyes are punched alike.
Button-sewing machines are most com-
monly used to sew on buttons that are
placed close down to the fabric, as on
underwear, and many other things,
They are not used to sew on buttons
, @8 they are often sewed on clothing,
where, after sewiug on the button, the
thread is drawn with a few tight turns
'around between the buttom and the
cloth, thus raising the button upon a
little column.
Ordinarily in the use of sewing ma-
chines, the material is fed to the ma-
chine. Insewing carpets the machine
travels along the carpet. The carpet
with the edges to be sewed together
is stretched and held between the svp-
|pﬂrts of a frame. The carpet-sewling
machine is placed on the double edge
of the carpet, along which it trevels,
as it is operated, sewing as it goes.
' There are carpet-sewing machines that
' are operated by hand, and also ma-
chines that are operated by power.
Sewing machines have long been used
for a great variety of leather work,
Some of the machines used for such
' purposes, as, for example, sewing ma-
chines used for stitching leather or
rubber belting, are powerful machines
that stiteh through such materials half
or three-quarters of an inch or more
in thickness. Besides machines used for
stitching leather there are also made
sewing machines that are used for
stitching paper in blank books and oth-
ers. .

e C——i——

GIVING THE BATH.

Many a wother bhas a most trying
time when giving some of her children

| their bath. The little ones commence
i to scream, and complain at the llglllt
of soap and water and it seems that
no amount of threatening or correc-
tion helps the matter any. Naturally
' the mother loses temper and, of course,
itha child becomes very cross. It is a
good plan to engross the little one's
" attention by telling some story—some-
thing w would be of interest to
him. He will forget how disagreeable
. the water is, and, lo! before he knows,
be is washed, and that without w
and

on either his part or
mother's. This plan bas been tried
is succesaful. '

GOBBLING UP THE GLOBB.

‘and lovely joys of existence? Why, LITTLE

GROUND LEFT FOR THE
HUNGRY NATIONS TO DEVOUR.

Sliced Up Among
T wers — fonth Sea lslands 1n 8
Grab-bag—Arctic Ice Gardens.

The change in ownership in -ﬂauli
large slices of land om the globe, as
a result of the Spanish war, makes it
interesting to take a birdseye squint
at the earth and see what & p
gmall fraction of it is not covered by
somebody's mortgage. By long odds the
most stupendous acquisition, at one
fell swoop, came when the discoveries
of Columbus vested the title deeds to
the new world in Spain. Gradually, by
writs of ejectment, based on revolu-
tion, all this superb domain has pass-
ed out of her hands, till, at the end
of four centuries, Spain now finds her-

‘eral results.

self driven, bag and baggage, from her
venerable possessions in America.

Next in point of magnitude was the
English conquest of India, Australia,
New Zealand and British North Amer-
ica. Good government in all these vast
regions has tended to quiet title so
far that John Bull may be looked up-
on as their permanent landlord. Rus-
sia's absorption of Siberia, the Dutch
acquisitions in the East Indies and the
territorial seizures of Germany and
France left but little of the earth’s
surface in the open market.

About a generation ago, after aser-
ies of discoveries in Afrea, the powers
opened their eyes to the wisdom of
slicing up the Dark Continent. With-
in a single generation, and chiefly
within the past decade, that vasiL area
has been practically gobbled. Nearly
the whole of South Africa and a huge
part of North Africa have witnessed a
rapidity of conquest comparable only
to that of the Spanish captains after
tha discovery of the new world, but it
has not, like the latter, been attended
by blood-shed, rapine and widespread
ruin. It was a commercial garb, pure
and simple, with the philanthropic an-
nex, called the destruction of the slave
trade, that oldest and direst plague
spot on the continent.

PARTITION OF AFRICA.

It bhad, perforce, to be conducted on
very different principles from the Span-
ish seizures in America, because there
were too many sitrong powers who

wanted a piece of the African pork, and
no single ogre would be allowed to
swallow it all. So they resorted to dip-
lomacy. All the powers were called 1o
the inguest, and each bad his surgeon
on hand with his knife. The autopsy
was managed on business pripciples by
the conventions entered into by Great

Britain with France, Germany, Italy
and Portugul during the year 1E90-4.
They called it " delimijing the pre-
sent and future spheres ol action,” and
the results were reasonably final. Ex-
tent of the territories assigned Lo each
of the contracting powers was delip-
itely settled by those important in-
ternational treaties. Of course, the na-
tives had no vote. It wase division with-
out representation.

There was one snoag, however, and
they've not got it out of the channel
yet. The Germans introduced adiplo-
matic novelty called " Hinterland.” It
means blacklands, or the regions ex-
tending inland from any strip of oc-
cupied seaboard, much like the com-
monlaw claim that a man who owns
property, owns to the sky—" usque ad
coetum.” The first clash under this the-
ory came when Portugal ran bher
claims inland till they butted into a
choice reservation of Jobhn Bull. This
was actually settled by a compromise,
but there has been continuaal friction
ever since over the Hinterland prin-
ciple between England, France and
Germany in the Central Sadan and
the South African dominion. It may
lead yet to a warlike matinee.

In this way, Africa, which, fifty years
ago, was largely the property of con-
fiding black cannibals, without ward-
robes, is now aclually occupied or ad-
ministered by the powers, or claimed as
uoder their protection, or withic their
respective spheres of influence. Large
seclions of the protected lands are
really “ administered™ by trading
companies which enjoy almost sover-
eign rights and are responsible to the
home governments. Other regions,
such as the Cape and Natal, constitute
self-governing colonies, in the enjoy-
ment of representative institutions,
while others are crown colonies. The
vast Kongo basin has hitherto been
administered under interpational guar-
aptees by the king of the Belgians.

DARK CONTINENT GUGBBLED.

=S¢ the African aulopsy now stands
as follows, according to the latest au-
thorities. The total area of the con-

tinent is 11,980,000 square miles, and |[o

here is the result of the dissection in
square miles up to date:

Great Britain . .. .. .. ..2B1B,000
Francs, : «+ s s s . 3,074,000
Portugal. . .. .. . +» . B34,000
GOIrmany. . « « o« « » « « E23.000

Itllf . . @ # - % @ & 8 m.m
Epﬂin « B @ . ® . 8 & 8 @ m.m
Torkey, . .« =« + «w « 1872000
Kongo Free State. . .. .. . 900,000

Total European African pos-

R T
This leaves the black gent Inﬁﬁaﬂ
ladies in the proud
their own just one million square miles
of their c:.giral homestead elaim. This
bagitelle of earth is put down in the
diplomatic column as " independent and
unappropriated,” and lies chiefly in the
extreme south of Morocco, in Wadai
and in regions around the Dar-Banda
or core of the continent, where the in-

| dustrious ivory peddler is still an un-

known quantity.
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of the Transvaal Free
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tonomous, they form apart
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chments on the Dutch
nominal mﬂu Sl S atra, but
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PACIFIC ELLHIHIEIM
In this year of grace every
ol hnhiuh];a Asia, Earope and .hmrlr:-;i
all of Australia and m—dumlh:ﬂ
Africa are claimed or nun_upiud lands.
Nothing is left for the nations to I’ﬁ
ble for now, the winsome .
gardens at the poles, the alluring tlt
reage of Patagoaia and a few pc-ir
islets in the South Pacific, where, in

into Polynesia and .
first nnn:{'ﬁ is applied to all the islands,

north and south of the Equator, lying
between the Philippines, Papua, or New
Guinea, New Britain, and the neigh-
boring islands, Solomon Islands, New
Hebrides and New Zealand, and the
meridian of 100 degrees west. The
principal of these are the Hawaiian,
Marquesas, Paumoti, Society, Samoan,
Friendly, New Caledonia, Fiji, Caroline,
Ladrone, Marshall and Gilbert groups.
These are all very mouch alike in trop-
ical products, and morals tougher than
a boarding house steak.

But they are all gobbled up either
in whole or on a copartnership I:rnTull.
Uncle S8am has Hawaii, France has New
Caledonia, the Soclety, Marquesas and
New Hebrides: Great Britain has New
Zealand, the Gilberts and the Fijis;
Germany has the Marshalls; Spuin, for
the time at least, has the Ea_mhnu.
and Ladrones; the Dutch, English and
German have sliced up New Guinea;
Germany and England have divided the
Solomons, while the beautiful and fer-
tile Paumotu is under the nominal rule
of France as part of the Low Archipel-
ago. Bamon has autonomy under a na-
tive king, guaranteed by the United
States, England and Germany, but
there are plenty of loose joints im this
armor, and Samoa may be counted as
nﬂmng the possible geese to be pluck-
ed.

MOTHER EARTH AS NIOBE.

By way of illustrating the splendors
of these Pacifie possessions and the ease
of government, as it were, the Caro-
lines comtain 652 islands and the Pelew
group 200. Another group, part of the
Caroline Chain, goes by the name ot
Ruk. Within a lagoon 180 miles in
circumference lie seventy islets, chief-
ly coral reefs, and each has its own
breech-cloth rajah or chief. Nearly
all these islets are big enough to ac-
comodate a game of gold. The “black-
bird " schooner man who trades in t hese
regions geis a wife for a case of gin
or a bolt ef calico print, while the di-
voree courts would make Chicago blush
with jealous rage. There may be a
few of these delectable vest-pocket is-
lets left for somebody to walk up and
“"govern,” but it takes so many of
them to make a decent bite, and their
morals are so incurably loose, that the
game isn't worth the ecandle. Mother
Earth, so the territorial wolves say,
is welcome to hug these remaining cho-
colate bantlings to her breast, like Ni-
obe, for all the rest of her brood has
been kidnaped and devoured.

— e ——— . —

CARE OF THE EYES.

This is a day when the delusions to
which one has held for years are gradu-
ally being swept away by those “who
know.” One such delusion in which
we all once believed was that to read
while in a recumbent position was
injurious to the eyes. Oculists now
tell us that if the light Le good and
the type of the printed page clear we
may safely indulge in the luxury of
lying down and reading at the same
time. But while our oculist tells wus
this, he also warns us that we may
not use our eyes before bLreakfast as
the strain on the optic nerve will -eri-
ously affect the sight. Bo she who
would read before she rises in the
ﬂﬂ:nfg nr.m;ur. h.ai:q ber cup of coffee

or s

louher Pos ce of toast brought

nless one has unusually strong eves
ul'lt,‘ must not read when nnb:e i.H'EILEI!l;IJﬂ-
ly weary. Exhaustion and fatigue af-
fect all the nerves of the body, and
the optic nerve is so sensitive that
it should rceeive particular considera-
ut::-n. Nor should one ever be guilty
of the carelessness of reading or writ-
ing facing & window. This too. is a
cr%cfi :i-;rnin on Lhe sight.

a hing the eyes morning and night
?uﬁﬁdﬁ Ll:'ut a; it can be borne is
Ve S nic for those useful ser-
W lnﬂn we consi
wellare by using them by fadi -
light and insufficient trtillr’lcill IlFﬁh{IIl!]u;
'n:mg them to do work when thevure
?nenr?r. and by denying them the rest

r which they long, we have cause to
wonder not that they sometimes be-
Enme mutinous and refuse to fulfil our
emands, but that they are ever faiih-

[ul in our service. The wi
be as good to us as we :ru glt.h:;Tuhl

I e
USELESS FORBODINGS.
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