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ASTBURY'S BARGAIN.

BY CHARLES GIBBON,

CHAPTER VL

The Overton Park carriage was at
the gate of Cedar Cottage, and the foot-
man was at the door repectfully await-
ing the command of Mrs. Silverton. The
carriage had been sent from the Park
by Mrs. Dacon to bring her mother
and cousin to the grand Juvenile fete
which was to celebrate the fifth birth-
birthday of Mr. and Mrs. Dacon's only
shild, little Hetty. The widow liked to
bave the Overton carrage with its two
fine bays standing in front of her house
and to have the footman in his quiet
Yot oconspicuous Llivery standing at
her door; and whenever she was sent
for, comtrived to keep the equipage
waiting some time. On this occasion
there was an extra de’ay, which was
not Mra, Silverton's fault, but Daisy's.

When ready to start, the postman
bad delivered a letter from Gilbert. It
Informed her that he had arrived in
Liverpool, and was just starting for
London, of course travelling under the
oame by which he was not known. Ia
intended to make his way at omece to
the Cottage, and begged her, if she
should be going out, to leave a mes-
sage appointing an early hour for a
meeting. Certain information had
reached him which explained Dacon's
strange illness, and he was most anx-
ous to talk to her about it.

Daisy had mot concealsd from Aunt
Silverton the correspondence with Gil-
bert; but as any communication be-
tween Cedar Cottage and 'that young
man’ was entirsly disapproved of, she
did not tell her much. Consequently,
ahe was at aloss how to act in the pres-
ent juncture, being excited by the un-
expected intimation of Gilbert's speedy
arrival, His sudden return plainly in-
dicated that some ca’amity was about
to befall the master of Overlon Park.
She determined to say nothing to her
aunt antil she had seen Gilbert, and
simply left a note with the housemaid
for “Mr. Harriscn” telling him where

+ message wou'd [ind her.

“l pnever knew you take 80 long to
Daisy,"” excaimed Mrs.
the car-

dresa bLelore
bl.verton as she lay back in
riage with a delightful sense of her
own grandeur and importance: “and
yet it 13 on.y a children's party.”

The fete was to be a very grand one. :

Dacon had attended to every detaid

himse'f, determined to produce for his

ehild a scene of fairy wonders which |

chould transcend all the pictures in the

\rabian Nights. The autumn tints of |
he foliage on the Park trees were to |
«end their aid to the effects produced |

Oy the thousands of Chinese lanterns
which were cunning’y huug throughout
the grounds; and a grand display of
fireworks was to o'vse the amusements
of the young people after they were
tired of dancing and feasting, and the
home-bearing carriages were arriving.

Five-year-olll Helty was al the top
of the lawn, recaeiving her numerous
tiny guests and their grown-up guard-
lans with as much compesure as if sha
had been a gueen accustomed to levees,
Her father had made so much a com-
panion of her that she was old-fashion-
ed and self-possessed without being
rude or obtrusive—a rare 4'-:.I1_1!'I|:!|.:IH.I=I!|.
in a child. The only impatience she
displayed was when she turned to her
mother with the repeated question:
“But where is papa? He promised to
Le here early, .and he always comes
at the time e says he will.”

“He is 'ate.” said Mrs. Ducon, st and- |

ing behind her daughter and lo kKing
anxiously down the avenue. “But,
my dear, he cannot always leave the
office at a fixed hour, and he is Very

oot on any account try to waken me if
! you should find me i::: a doze.—There
, how, go, and do what you can to make
thﬁt little folks happy, and let me
The wife very resactantly left him
to return to her duties as hostess; but
found it difficu!t to smile, althouglhy
Lthe merry shouts of laughter filled the
atmosphere with a sense of unolouded

{'hu twilight was fading into dark-
ness when the fireworks were stari-
ed, and three huge rockets ending in
variegated sprays of hiue and red in-
augurated the pr Before the
first stick fell, u fostman found Daisy,
and informed her that Mr. Harrison
desired to see her.

She lmmediatey followed the man in
the direction of Lhe house, but had only
gone about a sccre of paces when she
SW a gentlemun advancing towards
her. She leit her hand grasped with a
fervour which sent a thriil of pleasure
Lhrough her veius and brought the hot
Dood into her cheeks, That was Gil-
bert’s Brasp; but the sensation it pro-
duced  was somehow dufferent from
what it used to be. In bygone times
she trembled with the delight of teuch-
Ing his hand, because she believed it
Cow.d never be her own. Now it seemed
as U by some geeult influence he had
conveyed to her mind the impression
that the hand was her own and brought
WILL it & true and undivided affection.

You are oL sorry to see me here
againt” he said,

1 am very giad. It is what I have
diways wished: but your last letter
frightened me,f»

Let us cross the tawn to the beeches,
We <an talk there without interruptiow,
= Will you take my armf"

® dcquiescing action was his an-
Swer; and they passed guielly into the
shadow of the trees, where the garing
lighis of the lireworks, now in full pro-
ETess, couid not discover ithem to Lhe
EUesla, even il the guesis had not been
llﬁpmuﬂh l‘iii'm:::ulumi by the brilliant

Y Lo think o 1 sha
m‘mf;u., [ peering into shady

"l do not know how to prepare you
|lfL_u‘ Wh-‘-l.l: I have to .-.u}-,"lt_}i;u..-ri, blu:-
gan, while he iried to see her fice in the
"h’ld“'ﬁ'-_ "l had a fetter. from Dea-
o, H'.]'.Ilf‘-hl read beside your last, tell-
| 'N& me of his strange l.ness and of"
—ihere was the bLricfest hesitation be-

fore he Pronounced the name—"and of

Mrs, Dacon's anxiely, delermined me to
| Eel back to London a8 quick.v as steam-
| OFs and trawms could CAITY ine."
| . Daisy observed with satisfaction that
e spoke of "Mrs. Dacon,” not Hetiy,
&5 1L used to be; and of courss it
right that he shou.d do so, But she
pretended not o observe the change.

What did he (¢ You thac could al-

- = e — — —

stolen away from her
her husband fared. e seemed to be
sleeping so soundly that she feared
every [resh outburst of merriment, lest
it should awaken him. E{;nnd-_b she
was rendered uneasy by his stillness,
for he did not seem to breathe, She
touched him, and he did not stir. “Hen-
ry!” she whispered tenderly in his ear;
out he made no response. Then, becom-
ing alarmed, sho raised his arm, releas-
ndgit. and it fell lifeless by his side.
She uttered a shriek of horror and
anguish as she fall upon the bed beside
the man she loved and believed to be
S0 noble. The cry atiracted a ser-
vant, who at once brought Mrs. Silver-
ton. That lady’'s dismay did not pre-
vent her from promptly taking ihe
practical measures necessary under the

ts to see how

tor, and had her insensibie daughter re-

on her, 3

On the arrival of the doctor, he said
he conid be of no service to Mr. Dacon,
who had been dead for two hours at
‘east; the cause of death was prussic
acid, So Henry Dacon was consistent
to the last, and sought escape from Lhe
consequences of his follies at any cost
save that of manfully enduring them.

An Altered Purpose

CHAPTER L

A cutting March wind, driving before
‘it a small raim, which a little ex-
‘tra sharpness would have converted in-
!tu hail or sleet, swept Byerley Sireet
pretty clear of passengers, and furnish-
ed a good excuse, if one were sought,
for two men, who walked on the more
'sheltered side of the road, seeking re-
|fuge in the Byerley Arms, a tavern

' which stood at an angle just where the

circwnstances, 6She sent for the doc- |wind and rain were co'dest. This was

‘not & ‘swell’ hotel, or indeed, a high-

moved to another room, where Daisy
pre.qf-ntl;-?mme to assist in waiting up- | ¢lass place at all. Byerley Street was

'a low street, and ‘the Arms,’ as it was

usually called, was a low house; but a
good fire was burning in its pub-
lie room, and save for one man, who sat
moodily in a corner with folded arms
and half asleep, the friends had the
piace to themselves. They were {riends,

In Dacon’'s private desk was found a
packet 1
containing two documents, The first
was a p.ain  acknowledgment of his
guilt, and a full explanation of bhow
the frauds for which Gilbert had been
tdamed were perpetrated. As a part- |

of endorsing bills, and he had forged
the names of the correspondents who
were supposed to have drawn them. In
the ordinary course of business, Gii-
bert had got the bills discounted and
received t

to Dacon. :
bert had agreed to screen him at the
sacrifice of his own good name. “But
his sacrifice has been a torture to me,"
the confession of the miseralies man

ner in the firm, Dacon had the right |

money, which he l:mndg;d]
Then it stated why Gil-|

or had been so until lately, and partn-

addressed to Gilbert Astbury, ers in busin ess; byt divers matters had
Jal.ri.marn. which need not here be detailed,

causing much irritation, with many iun-
pleasant arguments between Messrs.
Sparie and Otterson, the two persons of
whom we have been speaking, and some
of this unp:easantness was still ferment-
ing in their minds.

The hot gin and water, which should
have been cheering and soothing, fail-
ed in itas effect, and, indeed, after a
second ftumbler, their conversation,
which had been carried on in guarded
tones, grew a little louder, and some

went on. “I did hops to retrieve ev-
erything by my daring speculations and
to restore Astbury to his right position,
I failed. Great as was the fortune
left to me, I have lost it all.”

The second paper was a letter to Gil-
bert, in which the writer stated that
he had now made the oni
in his power, and ‘eft him free to make
any use of it that might best satisfy

Astbury’s bargain .
him. He oniy expressed the wish of
4 dying man {hat soine way might be
found to keep his wife and child in ig-
norance of the past,

Gilbert showed the papers to Daisy;
and before he told her what he intend-
ed to do, sha said in her caim, wise

reparation |

personal remarks which were also defi-
cient in cheering and soothing qualities,
were exchagged, it was evident that
business tramsactions, and especialy
those of finance, were at the base of
|zl this dispute, which increased in ac-
‘erbily, until Otterson exclaimeda "I
won't have it, Jack!—and that is all
about it. Pay me out, and I'll go. I
wiil go cheap. As for all the stock,
horse, van, and everything, I don't
want them. Give me a fifty-pound
note and you shall keep the lot. Cnly

let us have a seitlement soom."”"
‘It is wery weil to talk like that,

way: “We will put these things out of
Bight, and say nothing about them,

enough for me. Helly is weil off,
thanks to the marriage settlements, and

WS | that should satisfy"'—she was going to

Ray “vou,” hmt arrested herself and =aid

“us ail.—Bui tlip you think vou can I'ur-|

give me for being wicked and spite-

leF your Iegeuution so suddenlyf Hetiy | (! aboul something?”

3 oy unhappy on his account, and is
{l no need of your he.p,*

| _{1 Wis much my thought of you
| that brought me baok A5 Y concern
for Dacon y—

, for I:.:m!l" she ilnterrupted, *“Then
It Was noi lor “.Hll._\-;"

may happen (o her, Dacon's

& thing.

Yes; the bankruptcy of
house of Ellicott & Co.,
| Bounced in a few days,”
: Lo no undersiand. How can he
ddVe oSl swch an enorimous foriunes”

Ihat is easily doae by a man w ho
t‘uIJil'.':h"'i-_h,Illm'.. LU Dave Leen a mad
Silnier from the moment w oon he [irst
fda Lhe power Lo JUgEle wilh stocks
UG shares, and wilp suy 0 desperave
venlures as po 08 10 NS senses w o
d4d anything to (ose would touch, He
Nilys mle was Lnsane, and now Fed, l7es
it wihen too ate to retrieve ‘nunself.
I have his pernission o e you ey-
u'r_'..i.lm_,.:_. or 1 wou.d not tell even yvou
Daisy, that it was this mad passion
Uhat ted him tg Perpeirate Lthe [rawds
from the Coliseguences of whickh Jn:
wis [irst screened Ly my [fight, and
Lhen saved DY e sudden death of s
i ie, Waich gave bhim the means o
H:rtj:a.- up .-L_J Vs torged bills, Bui € Ven
Load lrl‘l‘”r-q._' lti-hau.l did not cure him,
AS soon as his hapds were [ree, with the
Wio.e capital of the firm under his con-

the great
will be an-

Lro., he lost €very ghinmer of reason |

:_m-l Jusiness knowledge he. ever Pos-
sessed, and now hae Says nothing

Oh, yes, for her Loo, and I fear what !
letter | OF his guilt and Your innocencs,"

“‘".'.'I e Lnal he was absolutaely rained. ™ |
He ruined]” she exdauned, utierly | for me. B
Jiie to grasp the possibility’ of such | INE hier scorn, I

1
“l don't know,"” he answered, smiling

as he ‘ooked into those clear blue eyes,

—"What are you spiteful about?"

"1 cannot help wishing Hetty Lo
know that all the time whilst she was
abusing you for D.aming Dacon, you
were tearing up and burning the proofs

“Yes, Daisy, that was a hard time
ut whiist doing it and suffer-
wias preparing the way
| for w inning You—my own better se.f."

'I:hvru- cow.d not have been a more
satisfactory answer than that, 'l hey
were not, however, compe.led to return

1
|

Lo Hin-—;l.L.hmlgzh they did so fora time!

| —Oor to retain the psewdonym of Harri-
son. Dacon's aliempt at reparation
bad been as complete as could be;, and
the information he "had given to Mr.
Ardwick enalbled that gentleman in the
course of the winding up of Ellicott &
Co.'s affairs to satisly every one 1hat
Astbury had not perpetrated the frauds
which had been p.aced to his acconnt.
Mrs, Dacon and her child still remain
in the Wissful faith that H nry Dacon
wis a paragon of manhood: and Hetty
15 sure that Gilbert is innocent tap=
cause “Henry had aiways said so." Mrs.
Stiverton earefully concealed ihe indig-
nation she felt in regard to her de-
ceased  som-in-law for so recklessly
squandering her daughter's great for-
‘una, as she considerad it, She awavs
took a Lenient view of the sins of the
rich: and success so compietely restored
GLbert to her good graces, 1hat even
without the public announcement of his
innocence, she would have hean pleased
to distinguish him as “her dear friend

Giiberi. You are safe, and that I8 | :
your own terms; but what would you

 Steeve,” returned the other; “and I
don't say I will not settle with you on

have said if 1 had the chucked the affair
up as suddeny as this, and left you
|to find a partner where you coud
"l leave you with ail the best of it,
|don’t 1#" retorted Otterson., “What is
fifty pounds to the value of the things
[ am giving up? You will find a pari-
ner soon enough; perhaps you have
| B0l one ready. [ don't know a likelier
iwan  Lthan Jack Sparle for such a
dilliﬂ"f:"-“
| “You know a good deal better than
| that, Steeve,” said Sparse, who was the
| e.der of the pair. “You want to quar-
| re.; but we can part without that. I
do not know where to find a man; 1
| wish T did. Men who will stick to the
 business, and can put in some IMONEeY —
A.though it is not much—are not to be
met with every day. I would give
something to hear of one.”

“Would you ' exolaimed the third
person  present. The mterruption
start.ed both the others, who each ut-
tered an angry ejaciation; Otlerson
[0 lowing this with an ocath.
| “You had better mind your own busi-
ness, sir,"” said Sparle: “and leave ours
a.onn,'”

"l am attending to my own business,
and I mean what I say,” conlinued the
siranger. “I bave not listened purpose-
i¥; but it was lmpossible Lo avoid hear-
ing your arguments.
to do. Your trade, wtih its going
about the count ry, wiil suit me'—

- "We shou'd want some money first,*
interrupted Spare, eyeing the shabhy
s.ovenly figure of the speaker, a young

man of somewhat disso ute appearance, |

with no great favour,

"I understand that well enough,” re- | and all our dgree

turned the other, [ can find some
[ can pay a deposit at this moment, and
find the rest easi.y, if vour lerms are
moderate. Do not be se against me on
gccount of my lcoks. You may have

o
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