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CHAPTER I, Continued.

As she made this declaration there
Was somelhing strangely, almost start-

ASTBURY'S BARGAIN,
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. self-sufficiency.

picion was cleared away from Henry
to pay much heed to the trifling pass-

transaction must become ﬁ::;:tlic and pass

into the hands of the po
It was at this juncture that Gilbert
id his hasty visit to the Cottage, and

lingly beautiful in the fair face with the left it with that look of absolute de-
Balo of impregnable, nndoubting love |SPAIr which only appears when a I_.l]l]il:

Upon it. To win such a love as that
what would not any man givel—to oe
worthy of it, what would not any man
sacrificel So thought Gilbert as bhe |
carelully tore into fragments the pa-
per he had taken from the packet,
whilst he moved towards the fireplace.

“"Do not go yet—stay only a minute,

knows that his doom is sealed, an
no earthly power can save him from ut-
ter ruin and disgrace.

He did not observe Daisy put down
the watering-can and advance to meel
him as he was walking blindly towards
the gate. She was frightened by his
expression and clasped his arm with her
soft hand, “You are very iil, Gilbert,"
she exclaimed, “What has happened "'

He smiled faintly as he took Eer hand,

[ am going, and you are not likely 10 |pressing it gratefully; for there was ne

%€ me again.,"”
Iragments of paper into the fire as he

He was dropping the mMistaking the depth of the girl's sol-|
| lcitude on his account. !
'has happened than 1 expected, Daisy;

“Little more

spoke, and they made a merry blaze [ang vat that litrle makes all the dif-
which seemed to mock at his misery. | ference in the world to me. You will

When the last bit had turned into a
black film and a draught from the
partly opened door had whisked it up

his lag. “There is no more to say.
Good-iiye.,” He was at the door, hold-
ing out his hand; but she drew back,

not see me again—or if you do, it will
omly be to shun me and feel ashamed

lh:l}lt *:E:ﬁ l;?:e rti?i-iztidt ht:s:f"y:#: rl;r;;‘;l;ll{i | she had committed herself too definite-

sNalt ne - 4 ol O T . . H e bilit to

the chimney, he replaced the packet in ['-.:.1 quietly; “and you ought to know it.| .y 88 voucher for his res s

hatever misfortune may h“}ﬁ:‘f?,uutﬁ ' exclaim that she was horrified—that she
“l believe you think so now,” he said | & 1

r SR ' life, and that it almost shattered her

with a melancholy movement of the | faith in the honesty of the whole human

you it cannot alter my regard

startled by his abrupt manner, and he | head; “but you do not know—you can-

misunderstood the movement for one of
refusal to take his hand. "Good-bye,"”
he repeated hastily. “God bless you;
and may you mever have cause to be
sorry for “the answer you have Elven
me Lo-day."”

The outer door had closed behind |
bhun tefore the dazed girl could recover
from the bewilderment caused by his
words and comduct. The burning of
that papar with so much care and de-
liberation had perplexed her sorely;
and rousing herself, she darted to the
fireplace Lo see M any scrap remained

on which might be found some legible
words to give a clue to the meaning of
his action.

| not guess what vou will soon hear about
\me. All the same [ wish I could thank

you as I would like to do for the com-
fort your words give me."”

“I won't believe anything I hear
about you if it is bad,” was her decisive
comment, and with shrewd instinct she
went straight to the point: “You have
persuaded Hetty to see you, and she has

| been unkind to you. So you are in the |

rllumpg. and faney that all the world
1s agawnst you. You bave been bother-
ed and worried about this nasty business
in the City. You have got ill over it,
and consequently you are looking at
everyihing through a false glass which
distorts the appearance and meaning of
all that you see.”

He smiled again faintly. She was so
much in earnest in her endeavor to cheer

‘him that she helped him more than she

But the work of destruc- |could have imagined to bear the heavy

tion had beem too thoroughly accom- jhur.h-n he had resolved to take upon

plished to leave the
what the paper had been, or ‘what had
bgen written om it

Then the girl sat down and cried.

faintest trace of | himself. ,Thf'.‘ll' were standing under the
| shadow of the cedar tree, and his voice

was full of 5I.t]r:iue!l emotion.
lbank you again, Daisy, for what
you have said. shall remember the

| dare .to shirk it now.

age between her mother and cousin.
Mrs, Silverton was more astounded by
| the audacity of her niece ‘than by the
'assumed guilt of the fugitive, although
that was most offensive and, as 8he
fancied, derogatory to her; for she had
been his friend and sponsor. She had
—when he seemed  to be prospering—
,even admitted that there was 3 dis-
| tant family relationship between them;
and the remembrance of that admission
' rankled in her mind now. I[nstead of
experiencing any sense of pity for Gil-
bert, she was angry with him, for his
defalcation was a direct persomal in-
jury. She would bave been relieved
if there had been any way in which
she could save her own reputation for

e e ——— S —

Hetty iwas too well |shot might !
pleased to find bhateer{ry ossible sus- m:nthlﬁ. She had no thought that it

= o, e — -

1
be, Gilbert would come forth

would be so soon necessary for her to
assert this faith against the common-
place inferences which directed her
aunt’s judgment of his conduct; and she
was comsiderably surprised that Hetly
did not attempt to speak one good word
for him. She was satisfied, however,
that this silence was not due to callous-
neas, but to Hetty's anxiety for Dae-
om's appearance. She too, began to
wish for his arrival, so that some more
lght might be thrown on the state of
B&H.i.l‘ﬂ. She had no doubt that he
would come, from the way in which
Hetty listened to the sound of passing
wheels and ber frequent visits to the

window.
(To be Continued.)
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man. Buat such consolation was denle

her, . Hi { been so Trapid;
ok i e g g THE WAY IN WHICH PORTUGAL

the favorable impression he made upon
every one to whoam he had been present-
' ed so marked, that she had not been able
 to resist the delight of playing the pa-

TREATS ITS PRISONERS.

tron to the favorite of the hour. Thus| Most Miserable Men on Earth—Must SBerve

She could only

had never been so deceived in all her

‘race. She had done so much for him
—on account of his poor dear mother,
who had bDeen mercifully spared by
Providence the spectacle of his disgrace
—that she could never forgive him, or
forget her own weakness in LVEIII'H{-‘, led
so_far astray by misplaced confidence,
I Her imagination so far exaggerated
tha benefita she had :-nnff:-rrw!,r on the
ungrateful creature, that it misled her
into the delusion that she had intro-
duced him to Henry Dacon. The fact
was that Gilbert had brought his friend
to Cedar Cottage, thereby earning the
special approbation of the widow, who
| saw in the nephew of John Ellicott, of |
 Overton Park a most desirable match |
for her dowerless danghter. She had|
thought of Gilbert as a possibly accept-
able suitor; but she repudiated the bare
idea of it as soon as lacon frankly de-
clared his intentions and was accepted
by Heity, She pretended to herself
 that she had never thought of such an
|alliance, ‘and was angry with Gilbert
for having been so ambitious as to [ancy
she would ever have sanctioned it.

Mrs. Silverton was a plump, fair
lively, lady, still on the hither side of

Fight Years in Dungeons, Thea Tran-
sported to Criminal Colonles in Africa
—V¥ery Few Live Through ihe Eilght

Years,

One need mot waste any more ink
and rhetoric on the cruelty of the Sul-
tan of Turkey. In the way of diabolical
torture Abdul Hamid Khan has noth-
ing in his entire territory that com-
pares with a prison maintained by 3
so-called civilized country of Europe.

Entombed in a grim castle, on 1he
outskirts of Lisbon, hoping for death
to release them, are the most viiser-
able men on earth. They are the in-
mates of a prison of perpetual sil-
ence ; their prison garb is a shroud ;
their coffins face them in their cells;
they know that everything is being
done to deprive them of reason, and
they wait, from day to day, wondering
if their release will come by death or
insanity.

The unfortunates have been sentenc-
ed to penal servitude in the Portuguese
criminal colonies of Africa. But before
they are allowed to go they are forced
to serve eight years in the Lisbon for-
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troduced Henry Dacon to her. Na- | Daisy refused to accept it in that sense, | Feduired did not tax her pocket, whilst | time they go mad and disappear.
' She was! The deportation at the end of eight

turally, too, she had a kindly |So, with affected confidence, she in-|it Fedounded to her credit.
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whom she was ready to entrust her fu-| 28t You wiil write and tell—aunt?” | rebellion o Isy in regard to Gilbert. | yopather to deprive the unfortunat
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LILre. L was I'I.l.J' el dlli Al she Er.ﬁ.ll H'-i_H:iIﬂli}'. that it was he "u;-'hD had hl'ul]ghl, her in-| his reason.
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The ingenuity of man in the torture

fault, afid could not be got up to order. ni‘l*F-.. Ui”""_l'l-“ she ejaculated with a |80 she had been long oblivious ll’]_“.ltl!
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| were somewhal unsteady, as if from ex- generous benefactor of the orphan niece. | 'D8- The corridors, piled tier on tier,
But Gilbert bad been a dear friend, iijuhlwl' At the old graveyard he | Moreover, but excusably, she ignored | five stories high, extend out from the
R , AR P alted, looked back, and seeing Daisy, | the item that the girl was quietly mak-| centre like Lhe spokes of a wheel. With-
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