FATE'S INSTRUMENTS.
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CHAPTER III.—(Continued.)

“Eight years ago,” he said, slowly,
“you employed me as your counsel.
You were charged with theft—stealing

& pair of shoes—at Peckton Quarter-
fee of

Bessions. You retained me at a
one guinea.”

Neaera was motionless, but a slight
smile showed itself on her face, *“What

&re Quarter-Sessions I"' she asked.

“You pleaded guilty to the charge,
and were sentepced t oa month's im-
labour. The

prisonment with hard
€uinea I asked you about was my fee.
I gave it to that fat policeman to give
back to you.”

“Excuse me, Mr. Neston, but it's real-
ly too absurd.” And Neaera relaxed
her statuesque attitude, and laughed
light-heartedly, deliciously. ‘“No wond-
or you were startled last night—oh,yes,
I saw that—if you identified your cous-
in’s fiancee with this criminal you're
talking about.”

“1 did and do identify her."

“Seriously

“Perfectly.
Joke.”

“l never heard anything so monstr-
ous. Do you really persist in it? 1
don't know what to say.”

“Do you deny iti” ]

“Deny it! I might as well deny—
but of course ldeny it. It's madness.”

“Then | must lay what I koow be-
fore my uncle and Gerald, and leave
them to act as they think best.”

Neaera took a step forward as George
rose from his seat. "“Do you mean Lo
repeat this atrocious—Lhis insane scan-
dal ¢

“1 think I must. I should be glad to
think I had an alternative.”

Neaera raised one while band above
ber head, and brought it down through
the air with a passionate gesiure.

“l warn you mot!” she cried; *1
warn you not ™

Ueorge bowed.

“It i1s & lie, and—and if it were true,
you could not prove it.”

George thought this her first false
step. But Lhere were no wilnesses,

“It will be war between us, sbe went
on in growing excitement. 1 will
Stanmnd al u;I:_ILqui.;,_-—r_nl..llhll;b"—l.u crush
you, and I will do " %

“You must not iwry to frighten me,
gk lid "H'H'EU-

Neaers surveyed him from
foot. _ _
band again, and said,

ey |

(revrge shrugged his shoulders took
his hat, and went, [eeling very much
as if Neaera bad detected bim in thelt,
So great is the virtue of a good pres-
ence and dramatic instincts,

suddenly bhe paused; then he went
back agaln, .'_||_i.41_ knocked at the door,

“Coms 1o, cried Meaera. : -

As he entered sae made an umpati-
anl movement. She was still standing
where he had leit her.

“Pray pardon me. I forgot Lo say
one thing. Of course 1 am onty-1ler-
ested o this—maiter, as one of the
family. 1 am pot a detective. Il you
give up Gerald, my mouth is sealed.”

“1 will not give up Geraid,” she ex-
claimed passionately: 1 love him. 1
am not an adventuress; 1 am rich al-
ready. [—="

“Yes, you could look higher than
Gerald, and avoid all this.”

“l dom't care. 1 love him.” 1

George believed her. 1 wish toGod
[ could spare you ”

_“Spare me§ 1don't ask your mercy.
You are a slanderer 5

It would be a poor

.'l |h|!ugh| ]. '“UU.].IJ. lﬂ-:“. }ruu"l H.ﬂi.d. E '.!-']}- E"'t'I:IirlH. .'J.Iil.d on 1"]."-'.']'“"...‘4'[1“-}' L}Er-

eorge, calmly. _
“Will you not go!" she cried.
her voice broke intoe a sob.

And

Ihis was worse than her tragedy airs, | [lippant. More than all this, she was

George fled wiihout acolher word,curs-
ing himsell for a bhard-hearted,
righteous prig, and then cursing fate
that laid this burden on him. What
was =he doing nmow, he wondered. Ex-
ulting in ber triumph §

ed his mind—a beautiful woman, her
face buried in her white arms, crying
the brightness out of her eyes, all be-
cause George Neston had a sense of
duty. Still 'he did not seriously waver
in {x'm determination. If Neaera had
admitted the whole affair and besought
bhis mercy, he felt that his resolution
would bave been sorely tried. But, as
it was, he carried away the impression
that he had to deal with a practised
hand, and perbhaps a little prolessional
geal mingled with his honest feeling
that a woman who would lie like that
was a woman that ought to be shown
in her true colors.

“1'll tell uncle Roger and Gerald to-
‘morrow,” he thought, "“Of course they
they will ask for proof.. That means
a journey to Peckton. Confound oth-
er people’s affairs ™

Georgle's surmise was right. Neaera
Witt had spent the first half-hour aft-
er his departure in a manner f[ully as
heart-rending as he had imagined. Ev-
ervithing was i s0 well. Gerald
was so charming, and life looked, at
last, so bright, and now came this! But
Gerald was to dine with her, and
thera was not much time to waste in
eryings Sbhe dried her eyes, and doec-
tored them back into their lustre, and
made a wonderful toilette. Then she
entertained Gerald, and filled him with
delight all a long evening. And at
eleven o'clock, just as she was driving
him out of his paradise, she said,

"'i;"lnur cousin George was here to-

Y.
“Ah, was he? How did you get on
with him
her lover his

Neaera had brought
hat. He needed a strong hint to move
wit the hat down, and

him. But she
knealt beside rald for a minute or
two in silence,
“You look sad, darling,” said he.

Did you and George quarrel

“Yes—]—— It's very dreadful.”

“Why, what, my sweet 1"

“No, I won't tell you now. He shan't
say 1 got hold uLdrm first and pre-
possessed your mind.”
um?*hﬂt in the world is wrong, Nea-

“You will hear, Gerald, soon. But
you shall hear it from him. I will
not—no, [ will not be the first. Duat,
Gerald dear, you will not believe any-

against me 7

i George say anything against

you ¥
Neaera threw her arms round his
neck. “Yes,” she whispered.

“Then let him take care what it is.
Neaera, tell me.”
‘No, no, no! [He shall tell you

Eﬁmhlﬁﬂtﬂﬂtlm,

self- |

]

' the land, they would have let ‘that

a very mass of amazement and wrath.

But Neaera said to herself, when she
was alone, “I think that was right.
But, oh dear, oh dear! what a Iuss
about”—she paused, and added—"noth-

~ And even if it were not quite noth-
ing, if it were even as much as &
pair of shoes, the effect did threaien
to be greatly out of proportiom to 1t

cause. Old Dawkins, and the fussy
clerk, and the fat Fol.i.ﬂeman could nev-
er have thought of such a coil as I‘.hmf
or surely, in defiance of all the laws ©

nameless damsel go.

CHAPTER IV.

On mature reflection, Gerald Neston
declined to be angry. At first, when
he had heard George's tale, he had
been moved to wrath, and had said
bitter things about reckless talking,and
even about malicious back-biting. DBut
really, when you come to look at it

a moment's consideration—except that

| INATTY & )
'senses would attach any importance Lo

breadd _'tl‘.ln |
| ben she stretched out ber white |

————

He hoped so; | fellow, as honorable as the day, If he
for a dilfersnt picture obstinately fill- | linds—rather, when he finds—'

——

| B[ira no ]‘J-’tinh'.

the thing was oo absurd—not werth

it had, ol course, annoyed Neaera, and
must of course, leave some unpleasant-
ness behind it. Poor old Georgel! he
bad bunted up a mare's nest this Lune,
and no mistake. No doubt he couldn't
thief ; but who in his sober

this tale? George had done what he
was pleased to think his duty. Let it
rest. \When he saw his folly, Neaera
would forgive him, like the sweet girl
she was. In fact, Gerald pooh-poohed
the whole thing, and not the less be-
cause he had, not unnaturally, expect-
ed an accusation of guite another char-
acler, more unlforgivable because nol 80
outrageously improbable and wild.

Lord Tottlebury could not consent to
treat what he described as “the incid-
ent” in quiie so cavalier a fashion. He
did not spare his hearers the well-worn
precedent of Caesar's wife; and, al-
though, after an interview with Nea-
era, ne was convinced ol her innocence,
it was in his opinion highly desirable
that George should disabuse his own
mind of this strange notion by some
wmvestigalion.

“The marriage, in any case, will not
take plaee for three months. Go and
convince yoursell of your mistake, and
then, my dear George, we will make
your peace with the lady. I need not
caution you to let thes matter go
no further."”

To be treated as a well-intentioned
but misguided person is the most ex-
asperating thing in the world, and
George had hard work to keep his temp-
er under the treatmemt. But he re-
cognized that he might well have far-
ed worse, and in truth, he asked no

more than a Jju:-'.;mﬂr«'-iun of the mar-
riage pending lnguiry—a C©oncession
that he understood Lord Tottlebury

was prepared to make, though proof
must, nli course, be forthcoming in
reasonable time.

“1 feel bound to look into it,” he
said. “As 1 have begun it, I will
Nobody wishes more
heartily than mysell that I may have
made an ass of mysell.” And he real-
ly did come as near to this laudable
state of mind as it is in human na-
ture to come.

Before the conference broke up, Lord
Tottlebury suggested that there was
one thing George could do at once—he
cold name the date of the trial at
Peckton. George kept no diary, but he
knew that the f{atelul expedition had
been among his earliest professional
_iuurnE_'i-i. after his call to the Lar.
Unly very junior men went to Peck-
ton, and, according to his recollection,
the occcurrence took place inm the April
following his call.

_“.\prii. eight years ago, was the
time,” he said. "1 dom't pledge my-
self to a day.”

“You pledge yourself to the month 7
asked his uncle,

“Yes, to the month, and I dare say 1
shall be able to find the day."

“"And when will you go to Peck-
ton "

“Saturday. I can't possibly before.”

The interview took place on the Tues-

ald went to lay the state of affairs be-
fore Neaera,
MNeaera was petulant, scornful, almost

mysterions.

“Mr. George Neston has his reasons,”
she said, ﬁr will not withdraw his
accusation. 1 know he will not.”

“My dearest, George is a first-rate

All Neaera said was, " Hunourable I
But she put a great deal into that one
word. “"You dear, simple fellow !" she
went om, “you have no suspicions of
anybody. But let him take care how
he persists.'”

More than this could not be got out
of her, but she spoke freely about her
own Hl-l-tp}-"l'-llﬁl’:d misdoings, pouring a
flood of ridicule and bitterness on
George's unhappy head.
~ A fool you call him!” she exclaimed,
in reply to Gerald’s half-hearted de-
fence. "I don't know if be's a fool, but
1 hue:-e he is no worse.” -

“Who's gelling it so precious warm,
Mrs, Witt?” inquired Tommy Myles's
cheerful voice. “The door was ajar,
ﬁml your words forced themselves—you
now,

“How do you do, Mr. Myles "

“As you'd invited me, and your ser-
vant wasn't about, the porter-fellow
told me to walk up.” i

“I'm very glad you did. There’'s no-
thmi you can't hear.”

“Oh, I say, Neaera!|” Gerald hastily
exclaimed.

“Why shouldn't he bear " demanded |
Neaera, turning on Lim in superb in-
dignation. “Are you afraid that bhe'll
believe it 7"

“No; but we all thought—""

“l meant Mr. George Neston,” said

i

Neaera.

“George | exclaimed T ;

“And ['ll tell you why.” And, in
spite of Gerald's protest, she poured her

tale of wrong into Tommy’s sympathetic
and wi ned ears,

“"Therel Don't tell any one else.
Lord Tottlebury says we mustn't.
don't mind, for myself, who knows it.”

Tommy was overw . His mind
to act. "He's a lunatic!” he
declared. "I dom't believe it's safe to

live with him, He'll cut my throat,
or mmethhﬁ..“

“Oh no; b lnnani is under com
—a well-trained, o nt lunacy,” said |
Neaera, relapsing into mystery.

We all , ' -said d, "he'll
soon find out his mistake, and nothi
ﬂﬁ come of it. Keep your mou

my : F
“All right. I'm silent as the cold
tomb. But 1I'n da—" 1

‘Have some more tea I" said Neaera,

smiling aciously. Should
not nwuﬂﬁarm .{ 1] -
When the two young men t.h;h-1
leave and mlhdﬂthnn: ther, Tom-
vied e Geral
Deds 0 Ms' & o St o

“A liel Of course it
otk S e
fact of-her Inalsting on telllns oo ooavs

it is enoug woul
if it's trnl.h. sl o

“Of course

] - ! :
*“She’'d be nlm miml&' |, “But Neston is rather crotchety, isn't [

Gerald a n&m. “Why do that 1" asked Isa

i [} [ ] !lk! ﬂu t-l . IEL
R ik gy B gt ol ety I “On. don't know.  Well, the fact is,
“Though, of course, Neaera even annﬂ-ﬂ“ntalk:wg to Tommy Myles at the

wouldn't want it all over the town.”
“1 suppose I'd better tell Gegore I

know 7"

. “Oh yes. You'll be bound to show

it in your manner.” |
George showed no astonishment at

bearing that Neaera had made a confi-

dant of Tommy Myles. It was quite g

consistent with the game she was play-
ing, as he conceived it. Nor did he re-
sent Tommy's outspoken rebukes,

“Don’t mix yoursell up in unpleasant
thmg's when you saren't obliged, m
son,” was all he said in reply to these
tirades. “Dine at home " §

“No,” snorted Tommy, in high dud-

nl
“You won't break bread with the
likes of me "

“I'm going to the play, and to sup-
per afterwards.”

“With whom

“FEunice Beauchamp."

“Dear me, what a pretty name !" said
George. “Short for ‘Betsy Jones,’ 1
suppose "

"o to the devil,” said Tommy, “You
ain't going to accuse her of prigging,
are youi”

“She kidnaps little boys,” said George,
who felt himself entitled to some re-
venge, “and keeps them till they're
nearly grown up."”

“l don’t believe you ever saw her in
your life." } |

“Oh yes, I did—first piece I ever went |
to, twenty years ago.”

And so, what with Eunice Beauchamp, |
alias Betsy Jones, and Neaera Witt,'
alins—what *—two friends parted for
ll !Z'I::LL evening with some want of uanJiu-I
LY.

“She plays a bold game,” thought'
George, as he ate his solitary chop ; “but
too bold, You overdo it, Mrs. Wilt,
An innocent girl would not tell that
sort of thing to a stranger, however
false it was."” !

Which reflection only showed that |
things strike different minds differ-)|
ently.

George needed comfort. The Ser-

ent-in-Eden feeling was strong upon
im. He wanted somebody who would
not only recognise his integrity but al-
50 admire his discretion. “:; had a
card for Mrs. Pocklingtion's at-home,
and Isabel was to be there. He would
go and have a talk with her: perbaps
he would tell her all about it, for sure-
ly Neaera's confidence to Tommy Myles
absolved him from the strict letier of
his pledge of secrecy. Isabel was a
sensible girl ; she would understand his
position, and not look on him as a cross
between an idiot and a burglar be-
cause he had done what was obviously
right. 8o George went to Mrs. Pock-
lington's with all the rest of the world ;
for everybody went there. Mrs. Pock-
lington—Eleanor Fitzderham, who mar-
ried Pocklington, the great shipowner,
member for !.'['Il'l'ﬂirtll'lrl.'l.gt'l.“—hu{i done
more (o unite the classes and the masses
than bundreds of philanthropie socie-
ties, and, it may be added, in a pleas-
anter manner; and if, at her parties,
the bigwigs did not always talk to the
littlewigs, yet the littlewigs were in
Lhe same room with the bigwigs, which
13 something even at the moment, and
really very nearly as good for purposes
of future reference.

George made his way across the
crowded rooms, recognizing many ac-
quainfances as he went, There was
Mr. Blodwell talking to the last new
beauly—he had a wonderful knack of
it,—and Sidmouth Vanpe talking to the
last new heiress, who would refuse him
in a month or two. An atheistic philo-
sopher was disc.sing the stagnation of
the stock-markets with a high-church
Bishop—Mrs. Pocklington always aimed
at starting people on their points of
common interest: and Lady Wheedle-
ton, of the Primrose League, was listen-
ing to Prolessor Dressingham's de-
scription of the newest recipe for man-
ure, with an impression that the sub-
ject was not quite decent, but might

useful al elections. General Sir
Thomas Swears was asking if anybody
bad seen the Secretary for War—he had
a word to say to him about the last
rifle; but nobody had. The Countess
Hilda von Someveretheim was enl[ﬁum—
ing the problem of “Darkest England,”
to the Minister of the Republic of Com-
postella ; Judge Cutter, the American
mystic, was asking the captain of the
Oxford Boat Club about the ]lrhilmcthr_
of Hegel, and Miss Zoe Ballance, the
l}muy aclress, was discussing the re-
ations of art and morality with Col-|
onel Belamour of the Guards. -

George was inclined to resent the air
of general enjoyment that pervaded the |

lace ; it seemed a little unfeeling. But |

e was comforted by catching sight of
Isabel. She was talking to a slight
‘oung man who wore an eye-glass and
indulged in an expression of counten-
ance which invited the conclusion that
he was overworked and overstrained.
Indeed, he was just explaining to Miss
Bourne that it was not so much lon
hours as what he graphically describe
as the “tug on his nerves” that wore
him out. Isabel had never suffered
from this particular torture, but she
wis very sympathetie, said that she had
often heard the same from other liter-
ary men (which was truﬂl. and promised
to go down to supper with Mr. Espion
later in the evening. Mr. Espion went
about his business (for, the t is, he
was “doing” the party for the Bull's-
eye), and the coast was left clear for
(reorge, who came up with a deliberate-
ly lugubrious air. Of course Isabel ask-

ed him what was the matter; and,
somehow or other, it happened Lhat in
less than ten minutes she was in pos-

session of all the material facts, if
they were facts, concerning Neaera
Witt and the pair of shoes. _
~ The effect was distinctly disappoint-
ing. .ﬁ.mmhi_ht{ degenerates into sim-
plicity when it to the refusal to
nm‘epf obvious facts merely because
they impugn the character of an ac-
?om tence; and what is the use of
inine devotion if it boggles over ac-
cepting what you say, gunt because iyun
say something a little surprising?
orge was much annoyed. 3
“l am mot mistaken,” he said. *I
did not speak hastily.”
“Of course not,” said Isabel, *But—
but rnu'.._haﬁ no actual proof, have you,

“Not yet: bui I-soom shall have.
:]i_'-"al%. unless you get it very soon—
H Ll

“l think you ought to withdraw what
{ﬁ:ttt_upra said, and apologise to Mrs.

“In I:ut,“;r'gu think I was wrong to

at all?"
"I think I should have waited till I

had ; and then, perha

N i

__"Hnt that, George; but a little—well
“l sban't withdraw it.”

Y mext day's issue of the Bull’s-eya. -

|:l.'ur the 24 persons who comprised the

he ?

“Where, Mr. Espion "
“At the theare, and he told me Nes-
ton had got some maggot in his head

“I dom't thi
st hink he ought to say
But need we listen longer ? And whose
ault was it—Neaera's, or George's, or
! I's or Tommy's or Mr. Espion's?
hat became the question afterwards,
Wwhen Lord Tottlebury was face to face
With the violated compact,—and with

(To Be Continued.)

FORTUNES IN LUMPS,

Some of the Great Finds in the Australian
Gold Fields,

One of the biggest lumps of gold that
ever was found in the world was the
prize of a party of diggers at Ballaarat,
Australia. While working down their
claim they had, in the course of their
operations, come upon various little
nuggets, which, if they did not lavish-
ly repay them for their labors, at least
kept their hearts beating high with
hope.

The claim was of an extent sufficient

company, and they kept on in wvery
good spirits until they bad worked
dewn to a depth of 180 feet, when, on
June 11, 1858, the attention of all in
the working was suddenly arrested and
Lurned in the direction of an irregular-
ly shaped mass, which was feverishly
freed from its surroundings,

When at length it was released the
discoverers held their breath in amaze-
ment, for it was found to be so heavy
that it was difficult to move it. Visions
of wealth “beyond the dream of avar-

lce” rose before their eyes in the dim-
ly lighted working where this symbol
of their dream's reality lay before
them—a solid mass of almost pure gold,
measuring about 1 foot 8 inches lung
by 12 inches broad and 7 inches deep,
When subsequently scaled it weighed
125 pounds avoirdupois, of which only
0 pounds were ultimately found Lo
consist ol Loreign matier, leaving near-
1y LOW cubie nches of solid gold alk
i one piece, and capable of being mint-
vd into someithing hike $,350 sovereigns,
calier remaining in Baldaarat lor suwe
Lie, 1L was solu there Lor $00,000 and
Lranslerred to Melbourne, where it waa
also exhitated, and, ere the 185Lh of
March, 1808, again changed bands for
Lhe price ol its gold, viz., $406,625. It
came Lo London mn November of the
Sidue year, and was melted.

Sometumnes solid pieces have been pick-
ed up from the surface ol the ground,
or just covered Ly the moss. At kin-
gower, Victoria, one of a party of ob-
servers lilted from the moss a  mass
which, when f1eed from about 40 ounces
ol moss and quartz (ragments, yielded
IBS ounces of solid gold; and within
half an inch of the surface, at the same
place, another big lump, weighing 236
ounces, was discovered in 1BGi.

Now and again the search for the
precious mineral has been  varied by
soimne odd accident. In 1861, at Bendi-
go, an old deserted claim was reoccu-
pled, and an earthen piliar, which had
een left standing under the impres-
sion that 1t was needed to keep the
rool Irom falling in, was attacked by
the new tepant under some bappy in-
spiration, and with, for result, the
dislodgment of a nugget measuring 12
inches in length, 6 in widih, and {rom
a& 12 to £ inches in thickness. This
'I:l?lmkuqi—fur lind was worlh about b=
AU,

Ocecasionally, also, in face of success,
diggers have quite lost their heads in
thewr feverish excitement o burry off
and realize their spoil. At Ballaarat a
party of four started on a claim, and,
alter working to a depth of 60 feet,
they suddenly came on a huge nugget.
Without waiting to see whether any
similar good things were lying about,
Lthey went straight to London, where
lht'{l sold their prize for $27,000. Hard-
ly bad they left when another party
of miners who had taken their place
found within a few yards of the spot
where the first nugget was discover-
ed two lumps of gold, which fetched
$37,500.

AUSTRALIAN CATTLE PLAGUE.

Millions of Doellurs Lost—Financlal Ruln
Brought to Thousands of Breeders— A
New Diving Bell.

The steamer Miowera arrived at

Vancouver Sydoey, on Monday, sev-
eral days late, owing to fogas. The lat-
est mail advices, dated June 10th,

state that the tick plague in still rag-
ing in every part of Auslralia, causing
destruction of entire herds of cattle.
The tick fastens itself in salt meat,
and has been exported to Sydney in
this way. Though the tick be remov-
ed the egy remains, and the insect can-
not be exterminated. Pastoral sections
of courntry are intensely excited over
the unexpected plague, which has take
the plac: of the rabbit plague, and l:
costing the gountry millions of dollars
and biinging financial ruin to hun-
dreds of es. The tick sticks Lo the
cattle and eats its way into vital parts.
Dr. Salmon, an eminent rican
specialis®, has been cabled to for advice,
and BMr Terhunt, Australin’s famous
scienti=t is on his way to the United
Statea to jult with Dr. Salmon, Ad-
vice of American authorities is consid-

ered muck mors valuable than any

that can be obtained i

ah:#hﬂrthu < n England or
new | ving bell has been

invented in u;trnlin,mi s

bour the owners sail innthgir h‘tﬂr-

[fifty fathoms from the surface,

cigars and m
messages to a di ..;:Eﬂﬁ’ com
of scientists nhuﬂl.m oo

TELEPHONES IN WINDSOR CASTLE,
Queen Victoria has had several tele-
phones installed in  Windsor Castle.

They are placed on her Majest
table udp communicate withr' '{:‘,'.E
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