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July éth, 1579, S—_— “The house is eertainly very old,” re-
) marked Mr. Aspen, surveying it critically.

Here is a long erack in the wall—I wonder
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| ROBT. BULL,
|
»UILDER, Durliam, keeps on hand a : =
| l’;t;m;“ tack of Sash, Doors and all kinds of | that it holds together.
| Building matorials, also a stosk of Moullings In It was old indeed, and so were the cou-
Walnut, Bosewood, nud Gile. Plans, specifieations A ‘
| and Bills of Lamber made out on short notice. A | ple who tock eare of it, and were to wat

| tuil stock of Cofins, Caskets, Shrouds and Trim- upon the Aspens. The woman, whose face

mingealways on hand. :
F= 8 was us brown and wrinkled as a last year's

- prepared for her use. Everything was neat
and clean, although the furniture was very
sranty.

“Has not anybody lived here lately ?"
Edna asked.

“Only my old man and me, miss. The

A FIRST-CLASS HEARSE TO WTRE.| —au oldish gthllr.-lfu anc two iq,n,ghhn.
: place distance morth of| Ote of the young ladies was delicale, and
. “"T;“%n’r:' : nﬁﬂﬂ: have goue on a trip to the south of

T o Outft Fm""" .
6 mi‘: Jﬂ:ff:-:l:mrﬁ:'}"ﬂl 8| The boards ereaked under Edna's light
E-":‘:.*.i.'ﬂii’. r pl.i.lﬂ‘lhm tread as she walked acruss to the room to

HaLLeTT & :
l ?1-""&?:?.':4‘.‘ H-{:m 2 i open wigdow. The view that met her
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eyes kept ler rooted to the spot,
of everything else—Hills were all - around,
i om the right band and the leftj ghe seemed
[ 10 be enclosed in & great circle of wooded
braes, Blope after glope was feathered all

green in the distance, shading into velvety

lighter tint. On the mearest hill the :spire
of a little church was visible amid its sdr-
roundiug trees ; nearer still were rugged

rising high above the narrow chalky road
that wound beiween ihem. The stillness
was iutense ; occasionally a faint murmur
came fromr the dark pives, but that was
all.

Tea was ready in a bare-looking room
dowu-stairs ; but as one side of the apart-
meut was almost #'led by a bay-window,
no one ¢complained that there were no pie-

i1;,-[::-1'5' of color, and & breadth of light and
depth of shade, that more thau eompensat-
ed for the poverty within. When the meal
was over Mrs, Aspen sent her husband and
Edna out to enjoy the evening air, while
ehe busied Lerself in' unpacking the littl
luggage which theybad brought along with
Jeer.

Tl ey descended a rude pathway leading
ficm the back of the house te the chalky
road below, and then began to toil slowly
up the steep ascent that led to the church.
[t stood upon the smmit of a hill; the
churchivard was a sories of terraces, laid
out with shingled patbs, and were planted
with sombre trees that were now easting
long shadows upon the simple monuments
aud smootls grass. After half an hoar's
lingering here they again monnted the lit-
tle zigzag path, and Edoa recoguized her
, chiamper window framed in elusters of dark
ivy. GAbout seveni feet below the flat roof
of a little outbunilding, probably used for
storing fnel.

“The back of the house is more pictur-
eaqu? than the front,” said Edna; *‘one
cau hardly see the grey walls under the
ivy. Look at its strong old fibres! I am
guite satisfied with the situntion of my
room,"

The next day—Ssturday—went by in
dreamy contend. While Mr. Aspen was
out fishing, Edua sal uwuder e pines,
wusing and reading by turnr, and the cur-
ato's active wife plied her needle. She
looked up sometimes at her young friends
thoughtful face, and then her mind went
bick to the days when she Lad watched
the progress of her intimacy with Mr.
Vale.

“I suppose that is all over now,” thonght
the good wotuan, with a sigh, *'I am very
soiry 3 how liitm_ one expected that he
would disappoint usall! I dave say he is
quite lost to ws in that great Loodon
| world"

Clement Vale was in both those minds
at the same moment. Ldoa's book lay un-
heeded in bher lap ; she was gazing between
the straight stems of the pines over the fer-
tile country, asleep in ihe summer sun.
| Had be read the book whieh the erities
| praised so highly ? And did Le find in it
any traces of the days of bygene eompan-
ionship ?  And then she fell to wondering
why they Lad been so ubterly parled—why
One who doesall things wall had pot held
Clement Vale with a strong hand, and kept
him from turning aside wnto foolish ways."
In spite of all her strength and courage—
and she had both these gifts in full meas-
ure.~—Edna’s heart was still aching for her
lost friend. She would have been no true
woman if success coull have entively filled
up the gap in her life, nor could she cease
to suffer beeanse she was a follower of
Clirist, and Lad His immutalilily to lean
upon. Seme day, she knew, all things
would be made elear ; but she waited, 1n
patient sorrow, fur that day. _

Neaxt morning, the sound of the.church
bell eame floating towards them from the
hewght, and Mr., Aspen, exulting in the
thouglit of sitting in a pew, conducted his
charges aloug the chalky read. A goodly
anumber of farmers and laborers and their
fimilies were ascending the terraced grave
yard and entering the low arch of Lhe
churel door. .

It was a very new Jooking little church
built in an antique style. Within it was
¢l aud shady—not to say dark—bnt the
Jdimness of the stained glass was pleasant
after the glaring shunshine, and, unlike too
many country churches, it was benutifully
kept and cared for. lidos was quiet and
opened her Prayer-book—so absorbed in
Lier own sense of repore that she did not
notiee the start that Mrs. Aspen could not
repress,

“The saerifices of God are o broken spir-
it; a broken and a contrite heart, O God,
thm wilt not despise.”

At the sound of that voice Edna lifted
her eyes from her book, and saw Mr, Vale
standing in the chaneel, with the tinted
light falling softly npon his face. He was
much changed ; paler, thinner, avd older,

ippin, condurted Ednn to the bed-room of those strangeshadows i :
o i:hhnhiirm‘ﬂhmm:m sometimes visit us | then & noise as of cart-londs of bricks being
in dreams. Even his voice scomedto have |
taken a Jeeper aud more soloman tone, and

for & second or two the dim church ssemed
Py

quietness came back, because it was earn-
estly prayed for. She moved a little fur-

T - pram— = ——

Llack, and liere and there paling into -

| bauks, dotted with amethyst heather, aad

dimmer, and Edoa was econ- |
: and euarious doubts about | ®
family's been away these twelve m""‘;hmﬁlm ;

ther into the shadow of a pillar, and was | ©

. AUGUST 28, 1879.

—— e S

~—yet with & calmer fervor. Before the
sermon came to an end Mre. Aspen was
shedding quiet tears, and Edoa was per-
fectly tranquil. "

over with thick copeses; masses of wavy  Toey chanced to be silting near the door

and nll three slipped out as soon as “‘the
kirk was loosed.” Not a word was spoken
while they deseended the terraces, but they
overbeard one old labourer say Lo anoth-
er—

“Don't ‘ee think our parson have got a
good 'un to fill's place while he's away ?"
- The rugged road rendered talking diffi-
cult, and was & good excuse for silence. Dut
Edna felt that her companions abstained
froun speakiog ou hier account, aud spoke to
relieve them.

“Mr. Vale is very much echanged,” she
said ; I never saw bim look as he did to-
day. It seems asif ten years had passed

tures on the walls. Outside their was ayover him."

So changed that I hardly knew him at
the first glance,” returned Mr. Aspen.
“And it was such a great surprise to see
him that I could lLardly Lelieve my own
oyes.'

They clambered up to their hill-top with.
out saying any more. Then they eutared
lt.l.m house, nnd Edna went off to her own

room, leaving the husband avd wife alone
together.

“Charles,” said Mra. Aspen, shutting the
door, **do you think e knew she was in
this peighborhood?™

“Pshaw, Grace ! How could he know it ?
He needed change, and agreed to do duty
here while the vicar of the parish takes a
holiday.™

“And what are we to do ?"

“Nothing at all. It is one of those mat-
ters whicih mnust be let alone. If they are
to be brought together now, God must do
it."

There was an eveuing serviee in the little *

Churel on the hill-top, and the Aspens and
Edna attended it. Mr. Vale preached a
short sermon, but belore it eame to a close
the low growl of distant thunder was dis-
tinctly heard. This was @nough to set Mrs,
Aspen's agitated nerves quivering again j —
she bad an unconquorable tervor of, thunder
storms, and Lidoa felt the tremabling hand
seek Lers. While the last bymn was be-
ing sung, and the solemin peals were com-
ing nearer, they left the churelh with the
ntimost quietness, and came out into the
light of the stormy evenirg.
The roar of the wind throngh the pines
wns like the rush of waves on a shingly
beach, and when they reached the house
the strong blast drove them in before it,
blowing the old housekeeper's apron over
her face, and then violently resisting her
attempts to shat the door again,

CHAPTER XXVIL.—THE WIND THAT DID IT
ALL.

That was & night eng to be remembered

Just before bed-time there was a lull which

made Mr. Aspen phoob-phooh his wife's

suggestion that they should all sit up till

morning. During this interval of treach.-

erons ealm they betook themselves to their

chambers ; But ne sooner had Edoa laid

her head on the pillow thau the wind woke

up agiin with re-doubled fury. With a

roar and o serereh it rushed at the walls

and bellowed down the chimney until her!
nerves could stand in no louger.

The room was now brightly hil by moon-

light. and after gitting up in bed for a fow

momente, she rose and proceeded to dress

herselt again. It was altogether impossi-

ble to gleep,

Unt of doors tliera were all kinds of
strange noises ; she could hear the groan-

ing of the trees as the tempest strove to

wrench off their branches, avd the rattle of
diclodged tiles and slates. She drew up
the window blind, and stoad looking out
upon the wild scene, thinking of all the
fearful legends she had heard or read of
stormus liks thie. Such a hurrieane might
hive been raised by that terrible Litlle

Master w ho was one of Bintram's compan-
ions ;—on sueh a night old Norma might

stead of dwelling on wicrd storvies like the:e
her mind rested 2o One who “‘in the fourth
wateh of a windy night eame walking on
the sea saying, It is I, be not afraid.”

There were few pauses now; the dark
pines ewayed to and fro like reeds; then
with a great enap and a erash the tallest of
them gave way, and went down headlong.
These trees did not stand elose to the house
bat grew on a slope below it, and between
them wound the rugged footpath which de-
scended to the road. Edoa shuddered as
she remembered Low the boughs had
ercaked as she climbed the Lillside only »
few Liours ago.

After the fall of the pine there was an-
other lull, which lasted long enough for
Edna to hope that the storm had done its
worst. Searcely had this thonght shaped
itself before a new outburst of fury eet Lea
trembling again. Too much terrified now
to remain in solitude, she moved towards
the door; but before she eonld reach it

oz rcofl of
enlm that poor, fluttered Mrs. Aspen fell i
::hi.miﬂhlrm ion. Unassisted o
Mr. Vale wont the whole servies, out and lef bereelf

| fort to foel Mrs. Aspen near lier, lolding

Whole No. 80, ofween;

8he had lit a eandle when she rose to
dress, Lut a blast coming in through the
open window extinguished it. The moon
gave light enough withont it, eud she was
hasteniug towards the Led, when there was
a rumbling over the fire-place that made
ber shrink back to the window in dismay.
Of what happened next she had but & dim
recollection afterwards ;—slie oould recall
8 frightful erash that struck ber down up-
on the floor, and then a great eloud of dust
that vlinded aud Lalf suffocated her. When
the cloud clearcd away she eould still see
the open window and the broad moonlight.
[ustinetively she made an effort to rise, but
the right arm and shoulder were pressed
down by a cruel weight, and the efort
wrung from her 8 moan of agony. In the
uext instavt a figure appesred at the win-
dow and vaulted lightly into the room.

Somebody had come to her rescue ;—
strong hauds threw asside that erushing
weight, and strong Lands lifted Ler up.
Bat the pain of being moved was more
than she eould bear, and then shie came to |
a merciful unconsciousnese.  Bhe wole up
to life once again, and Lad a vague idea
that she was being carried down the Lill,
wilh the wind singing in lier ears. Dut
oblivion emme back Uefore she realized noy- |
thing. At last—after what scemed n long
pericd of darkness, she became distinetly
aware that she was lying on n bed in an
unfamiliar room, and that two or three
eandles were burning on a tavle by her
side,

A strange doctor was doiog something to
Ler arm ard shoulder, and againshe found
strength eniough to ery on? shinrply. In the
midst of this infense suffering it was a com- |

her injurad hand.

“We are all safe, my dear, thank God,”
said Lier friend’s voice.

Mrs. Akpen, like many other nervous
womecn, was always good at an emergency. |
Let there be areal demand for stren_th and

bine ribbons. ‘This done, she led her down
a very short flight of stairs, and into a.
other low-ceiled roow which lad & most
cheery aspect. Crinison roses modled at
her throush the open easewount ; the old-
fashioned fire-place was filed with grocn
boughs, endy, tablyy ecat blinked
good-Lnmoredly tbe hearth-rug. An
out-of-date sofs, covered with clenu chints,

Beelned e 1 -weposs, nnd Edua was
mq:fum$n itin a cowfurtable
F“*Il i - - 3 &

“Don’t you want fo se mm
said Mre. Aspen avehly. Itis to be hoped

this romantic afair will not get into the
- '.--Eﬁ“r' - g ® 1I--1- '

“1 should 1iks to thaukliw. No, 1 don't
the papers will pe my little ndventure ;
such A ¢ ' dong fearful damage
and they ‘plenty of disasters to

“It is an ill wind that blows nohody auy
good,” said Mrs. Aspen, *kissing' her and
leaving the room, - .

Edua lay still for a few moments watcl-
ing the nodding roses and revelling in tho
sweet broeze that wandered iu and fanued
Ler face. :

- If the truth must be told she wassileatly
composing a little spoech to expross her
gratitude wheu Mr. Vale should appear.
It must neither be too cold nor too eordial,
and itwas dificult to hit upon phrases
that should preserve the happy wedium,

It was but lost labor, after all. Clement
eame in 50 quickly and snddenly that the
speech was only half thought out. In au
instant he erossed the room, and, kneeling
down beside the sofa, took her left haud in
his and Leld it fast. There is no need to
bell what Le said; there were no set epecch-
es, bul only a broken outpouring of all the
loneliness and pain which had burdened
Inm ever sinee he lefl Campwick. Nordid
he shrink from speaking of that false
shame that had kept him silent about his
own kith and kin ; could Edan forgive all
this——oven as he trusted God had forgiven
b ?

Her aective imagination had ofien piclur
ed a seene of this kind, and in the ideal
drama she Ind slwaye played Ler purt with
a esrlain cold dipnity befitting the oczasion
Bul where was that hautzur now 7 It cer-
tainly was not foritheoming st the right
moment, and Ler worls were g0 few aud
tremmlows, that Lie pathered their meaning
chiefly from their tone. The tabby eat had
wisely coiled himsell up and gone to sleep,
Mrs Aspen, with equal diseretion, kept out
of the way ; and they had a long summer
morning to themselves,

“And now,” saild Edun, getting back hor
old easy manner, tell me how it was Clint
yvon plaved the hero that mght.”

And then Clement told her how farmer
Huods=on had elianced to remark, when the
storm was al ila height, that it wonld go ill
with the poor folks at the grey hiouse; aud
Kow he had eeen Edna in Church, and on

eournge, aud she was always able and |
ready to meet it. She was one of those |
people who fly from a mouse and frout a |
lion. ' !

“Am I very much Lurt ?" asked Ldua, |
when the doetor had done Lis work, aud
she was placed comforta bly on the pil- |
lows.

“You have a broken arm and a bruised
shoulder, but nothing worse.”

Edna thought within herself that this wee
bad enough. Ble asked no othier questions
however, Lutl obediently swallowed a com-
posing draught which was bronght ta lier,
and lay still, lis*ening to the murmurs of
the wind. The opiate began to take effect,
an in spite of pain she sank iuto & profound
sleep,

When she awoke it was bright morning.
The white blind eanght the flickering
khadows of leaves; there were pleasant |
sounds out of doors ; a easkling of poaltry |
and lowing of kine told of the neighborhood |
of a farm-yard.

As her dreamy eyes became more aceus-
tomed to the room, Edon found in it oue
two things that surpriced her. There were
several books, whieh ber practised glanee
knew Ly their bindings 4o be by no means
light reading ;—one, she felt sure, was «
Greek Testaument. Thore was a leather
porimanteau ; in one corner stood a hai-
box ; behind the door linng a long black
coat. If ehe had been earried, as she gne-

enquiry had found from the eoontry people
where she was staying

It was fortuate for all parties that Furm-
er Hudson and his wife were a clildless
couple, and had » mood many vacant rooms
in their rambimg old farmhouse. To have

LTII'_.Il]I_' i_r:l.li'k fo tl]l." F_:.I"I'+'l|' !Ill'l"-!' Wil I.Hr!'--il.‘i"-ll'i-n

for it was fittle better thay a beap of ruins,
awd even bad it beon otherwiss, ol nug
would have induced Mrs. Aspen or Edna
to enter it agatn.  So three or four lappy
weeks H!ich'-.] away in the old {arm w .the
valley, and the Aspens said joylully toeach
other that Mr, Vale and Edva liad gone
back to their ¢ld selves,

Yet ot was not 80; the old selves liad
been congquered and beaten down under
their feet. Dot were now standing on
Ligh ground aud breathing purer air, and
both were unfeignedly thankful, wot only
for the vietory, but for the struggle itself
And when they parted—an openly betroth-
ed pair—ihey were so happy and trostfcl

1l.hﬂ.i. nobody had the heart to lint that .t

was likely to Le am over-long engage-
meaut.
[TO BPE CONTINUVED. |

On Saturday lest ag the constrpetion
train that runs between Fawrfield and Ben:-
cin (California) wae hauling gravel for bal

|Iut on the romad i met with a narrow

pected, into & farmhouse, whose chambsr | eseape from being engulled in the bowels
lind been devoted to her nse ? 1|u|' ihe earih with all the train hand: on

*“So you are awake at last,” said Mrs. |1m:ml, A short distanee oul of Bepicia,
Aspen cheerfully, as she drew up the Llind | and beyoud Governmeni Poind, s a piece

have chanted her spells. And then, in- |

there was a dull thundering sound, !ﬂtm&ﬂﬂu.hpun had imparted.

L.ﬂ pain bravely. And even the anxious Mar-
~ Bhe

and opened the casement. Dr. Arran will
be here presently with some of vour own
people. I thiuk I hear their voices on the |
road."” |

“0h, 1 hope mother Lins nol been alarm- |
ed,"” signed Edpa anxionsly,

“You may rest assured that she was told
of everything with the utmost gentleness, |
Mr. Vale went off to Campwick at sunrise |
t> break the news and bring Dr. Arran
back with him."”

“Mr. Vale!"

“Yes ;—Dear me, lidoa, Edns, my love,
didu't you know that he carried you here,
after taking you out of that horrible, tum- |
blesdown Liouse ? But we won't talk about
it now."

“ Do tell me some more,” Edna was Le-
ginning to say ; but Mrs Aspen Lastened
to the door to give a joyful greeting to
to some one who was coming upstairs. The
next moment Margaret Westyn's pale fuce
appeared, followed by David Arran and his
w.fe.

All that could be done for Edva bad al-
ready been done skilfully anud promptly,
aud David Arran told Ler that sbe inust
lie still and get strong. Perhaps this was
not very difficult to do, while there was s
recret healing to the worn spirit in the ir-

Bridget, knowing the circumstances, was
pot surprised that Edna could bear her

garet was wonderfully soothed and eom-
forted by her child's patience and forti-
tude.

of tule land. Thousands and thousands of
yards of dirt were thrown upon it when the
road was being built, aud vel in a short
time, even during the night, out of sight
the whole amount of enrth wounld go, At
last the road was ballasted apd tue track
lnid, aud the railroad authorilies were
smiling at e thought of having their road
in :-nr{] working order ]s_‘.' the It of 5 I
tember. A few fiual touclies were required
on the road io the torm of gravel and earth,
0 the construetion train, under the super
vision of Engineer Sankey, of South Vaile-
jo, was brought into reguisition, and has
been running back and forth between the
two etations with apparent salety,

On Saturday, upon approacling the place
known as the “bottomless pit,” the eng-
neer nolieed that the earth had a depressed
appearance but be was so far advanced tiat
it was unpossible to stop, aud bhaviug on a
powerful head of steam be opened the valve
and went rushing over the dangerous place,
aud at the samwe ume felt the ground sel-
Uing under the train. Iu a momwent almost
they were over the morass,and upon clicck-
ing thie engine the men on e wain looked

Fback, and for a distapee of over G0U fect

they saw the ground, she tios, aud the track
in ope vast body sink dowu wito the Lot-

tomless pit to a Jistance of filly feet. Oper-
stions will have to be suspended ow the
rond for the time being, il pot eutively. It
is nlmost s foregone ccuclusion thet that
portion of the rond can never Le made rafo
w travel over, The ‘bottuiaicss pib "Las been
of move expeuse ko the Cowpany than all

Five doys went by, and then Edna beg-

her otlier cliildren, and leave bker in Mrs.
Aspen's hands. That trustworthy friend

below. tendernes, snd arrayed her in the freshest

waited on Edna with all possible eare and

the rest of the road hetween Ll point and

].ﬁ.ahh'.rlu-d to gat up. HIMWFM ?
‘Margaret had been persuaded to go back to —————————— e

As all error is meanuess, it is incumbent
on every man who consults bis own diguity
t0 retraet it as soop as he diseovers it,with-
ou} fearing any eensure so much as that of

of white wrappers, daintily bedecked with

bis own wind.~Johnecn.
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