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O “Oh,yes, it's & girl, and & right presty
| one too,” answered one of the men, whe
: , numbered two little girls among his owa
cluldren.
“Perliaps ite » Christmas fairy,” said
another, laughing st bis own small joks.
“Well Isuppose there's pothing for #
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ing the sleeping face with kindly sttendve-
ness.

te what else is to be done,” said Reuben,
taking the wnfsut gently in lus arme as be
sjoke, and begiuniog to lead the way back, .
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! lpinmuler tue place, -8 80 distanse north of

Y ine of ol and pateles, was at length ,I"“‘-“"-'I"er-. botls pative and treign. | tieally upon the “smudged” faces of
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e e | follow#d Ly the other hauds, the “nipper,”
and Duke bringing up she rear. .

On the discovery of the infant, some of
tue bands bad looked searchingly about in

- - every diroction, but Lad failed to esteh

But, prejudice nobwithstanding, it soon | atmosphere of the shed is of a Linrid,
same to be admitted that the railway set | steamy, sulphry character more or less
were, after all, “unot & bad lot.” It 'F“I: difficult tu breathe ; and as the few gas.
found that, if they were sell-assertive, they | lights seattered about only serve to make
were gepernlly warm-bearted, and Lad darkness visible, an air of gloomy weird-
among them the spirit that makes men | ness overhangs all. T¢ a stranger, such
true to the death when duty calls, as was ' & place would seem fatal to anything like
examplified by the quietly heroie eon- !murri:mmt of mpirit, even in the *‘festive
luet of some of those whose fute it be- | season ;" but there is a great deal of pith
came to be involved in eollisions cr other| in the sayiog often applied to some minor
;.i]w,,,!'- disasters. Boon, too, imii"ridunh! evil of life, that “it is nothing when yon
among them began to show themselves are used to it;" and Reoben and his
men of mark, not ooly lo the natives, but mates, being perfectly used to the envoirn.

The grand poliey's hatching.

"Miniitariz] hens
Moy be som-timas dalading,
“But st prescnat—dopend on'e—
We are busily brooding.

“Townrds spring, while the rumonrs,
| Politieal thirkon,
*laoak out for the birth

04 the Natlonal chicken.

=All industriea then
Will o duly disssted,
*By poverty —woealth
Be insreassd and protostod.

“The barbers will dourish
Aa rolormars look grave,

- sight of any human being, or detect any-
bora, through whom it is given to us all to thiugmﬂminht-uﬂuuh-hlh-:-

be born aguin. stery.  Throughout the seene arcund the
Reuben Harwood was the first to break | fire, ioWever, a pur of eyes had “been
the silence. **Ay! my!" be soliloquised in | engerly fixed upon the sctors in it » paic
an noder, but still an audible tone.  “Ay ! | of eyes set in a face that, though to judge
ay I ming out, ring out ; publish the giad | by the regular cut of the features, doubs-
tidings the further the bett.r. I ouly|less haudsome enough when in reposs,
wishi you could speak as surely to the soul | was now distoried as well as deadly pale
ns you do tothe ear. Look here, lads,” he |from fear sud excitement. It was the
went on, raising bis head and changing his | fuce of & well-dressed young man of some
tone, “we all know the burden of the bel's |two or three and tweuly years of age.
this time. We are fuirly into Christmas | His secret post of observation was a guard's
Day, though it be but by & few minutes, | van standing on & siding sufficiently distant
and what I say is tuat we s1e up and doing | from the fire to be out of the range of its
nt this hour, don’t let us let it go by as|light, and at the same time sufflsiently dis.
though we were heathiens, instead of being, | tant from the fire to be out of its rangs of
-I-'l‘ 1 _hn_lm we are, Clhuistinns.  Let ne have | light, aud at the same time sufliciently near
"*Cliristians awake." Come on, lads, Lats | for one standing with bis face aguiust its look-
off and strike up.” Buiting the action to | out glass to command a view of all that
the word himself, he uncovered, aud |was goivg on within the belt of light,

among their own set also; and most meuts of steam-shed life, felt their boliday |
prominent nmong these was one Reuben mood in no way damped by them on|
Harwood, a foremnsu of the night sbift iu this Christmas-eve. The arraugement of
oue of the steam sheds. | the trains for the month was such as to
Ileuben was & masive of Munchester, make the hour from Lalf-past eleven to
where his parents bad been factory oper- | half-past twelve the most convenent time |
atives, and in secordance with the com- | for the night hands to take the menl which |
- T e ===l uon usage of the time and loeality, he answered to the diuner of the day men,
EVE HARWOQOD. had Limselt been put to work in a factory and as the bells of the town chimed the
- when only about nine years of age. In| hall-hour to midnight, they began to |
CHAPTER L. oue respect, however, e lhad, up to that make their wayto the well-heated stove,
| As arule railways prove—socially anl "'if“'-‘- been more fortunate than many of Lis E on top of whi}'h the rhm! boy, or “nippa-rt"
| morally “thug_: cant Tevolntionisers of | B His pareuts, a !luhelr. steady, God- Ih‘d a faw minutes previously placed their
the districts through which they pass. At | fearing couple .Lml knpf bim r?guhr!y rt:nnﬂ.'&?-um to warm, Around the stove 1|
ths time our story opens few places would school, and being n guiet, Iﬁtu{lmm.. intel- furmm_q‘ three sides of a square, of which |
ligent ¢hild, Lie was, for Lis age, already | it wasthe fourth, were thiree short “baulks" |
well grounded in the three R's when le | of timber, such as are used for “*packing”
! losing its forme. suggestively characteristic :nntnr_ml the | factory ; and ss afterwards I engines whlun they are {qud‘ and thru-.1
rnpptllulinu of “the E’H{Id old,” and eoming :Ill!' still continued to sttend his Hun&n;,'- SRR S - dng h! g nf!
to be spoken of as “tlie busy little,” “the :'FIIMI',“'! n-{nh good use of w]r:nhver eushions, served as seats for the hands
Fising,” or the “junction” town. It | %ﬂﬂu leisure his ::mphryment‘lm Lim, fie | who mustered fourteen ﬂl told.  Duke, |
wna & aoaniry lowh eectainly, bot of the improved n#uutmnnlly as time u:mt on | the dog of the shed, & universal favourite
dullest of the dull order of m:nutry towns. | sud by thie time that 1 seacked man "“.““ snd commbn propérty among €he men had
In the had old times, when Englishmen | was & valisblo inember of.an ‘.l,"n 1.”’1" cothe formand btvhe first nnle of - pespars.
e Bl SR elass, an | a frequent and atiractive, if not | tion for eating and, enholy taking up Lis |
were divided agsinst themselves in eivil T ol
Livife and thane wito love been as brothers very .:-lmiunut or ulmlnrlg. speaker at the | position in the eentre of the square, waited |
| met in baitle srray on English soil, m-etings of the connection to which h-:: with an air of easy assurance for his share |
L K nightsford fignred somewhat eonspien us ' hlnnﬂﬂ‘,‘ and < aleo -ab l?mm L ﬂf the meal. ‘One more figure, and the
lv. and as such things are estimated, ac 'Imu!unl :‘mpm‘vu_nent sociely gatherings. | picture of this motly Chfintmu party is
fini:te-l itself not ingloriously. St Hw:ﬂut I’..Illll.'l. Lia _mte'l'li.zetunl powers were complete. Sonndly i!qulnn on & bench
more peaceful aud domestieated period | strengthiening, his I.n.:'xdll".' health réinained flluﬂ to the stove, n pile of racking serving
immediately proceeding the railway ers, | wenk, and, eunc}lululu; that _lIn.- ;fnuﬂpt- him as n bed, uml.l-'un. overecats of some of
H'had besome & ot of Englhh :‘i'l!-r.-[:'l.'  ment of fuctory life did not agiee with l.'::m. the men as nu:rlfrht, lies one to whom the
Hollow, and any ene with a tithe of l.h.-.-  be sought, and ebtained employment in & hauda are nunulutiy plln.j'm:: the part of
imagination ufrl' Whaslhington Irvine might | steam d"fl attached to one uf the Man-|good Flmu'!tnn. He is one of thoss com-
Nt Gadté il i Whold: Boily: of 3 s | Cheater railways, and from there Le I_mnl paratively rare, but :till not altogether un-
. ' removel to Knightsford, to “better Lim- | known persouages, an honest tramp ; n
Ltwenty years, julging them wud Widir | 5:.”" If!rltuki':s.l the pmft;m; of leading ]Ln::ld gnzu.iua 'W'J...Il’kll.!.lg ||.ml.|l.I Dut.ﬂf "'mi']'"-'l"m!'lilt. |
| town in relation to their progress —or|’ * uig IE. B oo t i FSAm Sheas)an _“‘“'ﬂ[‘mE in search of it, aud enroest’y
| ratl:er want of progreis—n the mateh of there. !'Ln:!mg._ after a g YEperanoe, h_“P'"E end endeavouring to obtain it ; not
modern improvement. The natives, how- | tl_mT. as Lo put lt:, ilhn. .n::u‘l.'ud the Lerth, !:.‘In the professional eadging tramp, affect-
| ever were quite content, and strangers and the Lerih ;u:t‘m_l. Ifnm. he vel‘u'luﬂﬂ‘ ing to look for what he would be wvery
rarely entered within their gates, save as| upon the I:f'lpﬂﬂ!lbllll-lﬂ of matrimony, | sorry to find, and to which, were it foreed
! birds of pazeage in the raee and nesia;-lt“k'"ﬂ to wife a young Manchester woman, | upon kim, he might very truthfully ex-
b asidia to whom he had been engaged before leav- | claim, “*Of all things else, I have avoided
| From this eontinent of blissful ignorance "ing that town, _ ' thee.” This man Lind been a considerable
| it s o, St Siolin un‘nkrnil\g-i On first coming l:fr Kuightsford, he had | time *‘on the road,” and was “‘hard up.”
More than onece in the olden times the town provided himself with ":I,l“ Mddress _ﬂf. t‘_lm He had worked on railways in Lis day,
| had saffered storm and eapture, and now | °P® pastor of Lis counection—the 11':1'“11“_“- and knowing that it was no uncommon
| had come & time when it was agnin to Methodist—in that place, and, secking lim | thing for the lhiands in a steam-shed to give
| alorns inviisloaalut iy ccniin gt of | ot before & Sunday eame round, imwmed- | a nigli's shelter %0 one in his plight, be
| the armies of peace and inidostry.  As dlie | iately joined lis cuuj.:'rugnlinul—whn were | had, on reacliing ]'ll'.uighhfurr.l, fu{rh:lxra and
| pailway network gradually estended its:If | for the most part poor w..frkmg. people, | weary, and after night-fall, made his way
tever the eonniry, it Tec:me olivious ‘that | MIOTE whom Reulen, “foreigner” though | to the shed. By the good leave of Reuben,
‘the sitnztion ‘ff Enightsford made it he was, soon beeame a leading spirit, aud | as leading land and the good-will of lis
 awaeiall o anlnlite ﬁ l'_;t:l:',l.'l.l"ll hl.irihﬂi‘!,ﬂ.ﬂll ﬂcfu;.iu[]:d lﬁr['ﬂﬂh.ﬂ‘r. I"IITHIIII.I-H []_q'..l. 1].:1:-1;1;11- fl:ﬂﬂ"l. Le Was, ol prﬂrllrl'illﬂ' lLiis I'Eq“iht.l
| thia ruilway powers ascordingly marked it | there was a m-tm.l_an:.htu amount of :lr:.:.tlk- at once taken in n.m.'l_ kindly entreated. |
| for their own, and me de  junetion station | euness in the 11]:5:1-., tliere was no organized 'Il.u- ﬁl‘_nl: meal of the night Lad been hllul'.t'd
| and town of it.  The great main lines ran | temrance azsoeiation, aod Leing a prae- | with Lim, water had been brought for Lim

| into it, and were mat thére by innuyoral s tical euthusiast in such matters, lhe set|to Lathe Lis feet, the best bed made for
| braneh, loea!, and loop ]mr.;. It was an | Lim lo wi vk to form a sceiety, and to this | Lim that the appliances of the estullish-
| vyl ehampe here” statioms & station | * n? lie wonld en Saturday afternoons, and | ment afforded, and, thongh they now *let
| wlhere treins were “made up,” or divided | other suitable ceeasions when Le happened | Lim sleep on,” enough will be put asule to
ofF, wlr re ndditional engines or earringes | iy have time at conumand, go out iuto the | provide a substantial meal for him when
| were: wilded or taken away 3 and tools and highways and byways and deliver open-air | he awakens. 1tis the duty of the “‘nipper”
| meew ket in eonstaut readiness for dis- addresses to all whe ¢ u'd be®got to hear, | to sce to the stove, and Le bas done his
|
!

|
! “¥For who eotuld refuse
i Fiftoun conts for n sbave,

“When the fuces of Grita,
| Kow so longthrped and sallow,
“Bhiall attonunte more

When var chickon they swallow.™

—Quis.

have examplified this wore wairkedly than
! the good old town of Kiugsford, already |

Uinlialitants having undergone the sleep bf

L
| wtatiom, aflor being ealarred from | MOTEOVET, A eanke strong in itself he #00u | the door was opened a bright red glow
L i g b0 Eae, nistil areliteetnr: 'y it was n guesecidled in nttacting adherents and f:1- | Jhot out and played and flickered fantas.

e Jower, amild replaced by one of the | And it was in these respeots that Reuben | the men, so that a faneiful Jooker-on
wpalatial” order ; and tias was naturally | Harwood wae a noted man in  Koigiitsford | imight Lave easily brouglht Limself to sup-

“struck up” in a good bass voice. This, | When, on the return of the Launds, the
the wost popular probably of all Christwas | died gates were elosed again, the uuseen
ymus, was well known to them all, butal | wateLer gave a heavy sigh of relief, and
first only some two or three joined in with sinking on the seat of the van, as if in &
t_h“""““' Detore, however, the eud of the | gollapse of reaction, muttered, “1f he only
trat verse, all lent their voices, and the | Joes take to the child, it will be the best
blackened rafters of the shed echoed suck | way out of a bad business for all parties.
words and such havmony as they hed| At any rate the other plan would most
unever heard before. likely only Lave ruined me, without se.+

“And now,” said ove of the men, when | gine it — and, 1'm committed to this
the Lymu was finished, as we are ou the | pow.” Though it was & cold niglt, per-
line of bringing 1o Christmas properly, sup- | spiration was standing iu grest boads upon
pose we opeu the door aud let it in as we | s brow, and wheo Le rose to his fesd
do New Year's day. Goon, ‘nipper,’ open | yonin it was with the unsteady guit of ous
oue of the gates."” The “‘mipper,” with struggling agninst physical fwintness. He
Duke following st Lis beels, proceeded 10 giondied himself by the side of the van for
do as be was told, and after bolding the | 4 juinute or two, evideutly bracimg him-
gote for about a mivute’'s space, Le Wi | golf for an effurt, aud then mudering,
ordered to close it again, which Lie did, and | « I'his wou't do; I must be off while the
returned to Lis place. He was scarcely | coust is clear,” Lo took & key from Lis
seated, lhowever, whea Duke, who bhud pocket sud let Limsell out. Muving
been shut out, was Leard barking aud nvislessly sud rapidly, be clambered over
pawing ot the gate in a very pecemptory | three rows of waggons drawn up ou as
fashion, and the “nipper™ was again eeut wany sidings. This brought Liws to dle
to the gate to re-adwit the four-footed | gmbaukment of the live in the shaddew
member of the cirele. The dog bound d | of which he walded for & distanuce o0 aboul
in, evidently exited. It is po misuse of
words to say of Duke that he was o re
markably intelligent dog. With that fiue
instinet, : ko toreason, wlieh cliaracterises

three Lundred yarde, Al LAt p lutl & g iat
of roughly-cut staps lod up ¢ & gate vpen-
beagr haabo Waw [ otitwla of a ’..‘;J'_;-- w bite -frout-
ed house, from the wu duws of which
fiphits were giear
had ectne to kuow as well as aoy of the | tlse steps, e entered the grounds with an
men that Reuben Hurwood was the “lead- | 1oonred st n, awd the ai
iug hand,” the man to be appealed Lo in | filinr with the place.  For tim Grt
any ewergency. The dog had made |

straight to Lim, aud Ly motious thet

spoke us plainly as words esuld Lave done,
asked hiw to come cutside. “*What is 2,

the dog above all other aumiuals, Le ping, Quickly ascending

r of a perscn
time Lie seemsed W breatlie freely wod held

Lis head erect, aud allogeiler assumed »

bearing as of oue eutally saying of some
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old fellow ' lru.u]h el h'l'd. l“-u'w”' pav | of the ghast of the murdered ”r.l.l‘lqlill'.h_
bing its hLead, sud looking towards the |

“We iy w0 ! belug pene
slecping man ss Le spoke, but Duke w i |

I am & man agsin!™
not even fullow Lis eyes, his only auswir Quickening his pree, lie passed the front of

being to repeat the nction of troting|gle Louse, aud, taking a lateh-key from
towards the gate, and then coming buck | Liis pocket let himself iu by a side-door. A

aud barking ou finding Le was not fullow: |, iuute or two luter he entered the well.
ed. | appointed drawing room of the extablishi-

“I shouldu't wonder but what it's thieves | et in wlich were assembled a number
among the waggous on the coal siding,” | of ladies and gentiemen, by whom he wee
suggested one of the men. received with a chicrus of weleomes. These

"Liiitt}' enougzh,” said Tteuben, *“Lut |'ﬂ:';_l. gr:-rt:i!.;:u over, however, more thao
anyway there is something uousnal or | oue of those present remarked that he was
Duke here wouldn't be taking on 8o |, looking “the thing,” that be looked
We'd better go out and have a look round. ’ pale, jaded, “out of sorts,” and so forth :
All right, old fellow,” he went on, addres- |, wlich olservations he answered in the
sing the dog, “we're with you ; show the |1y off-handed tone of n person explain-
way,” and accompauied by most of the |, o matter searcely caliing for explana-
others, he followed in the track of the | tion, that might travelimg was rather eoll
animal, which darted eagerly forward, and | o pk *  And the tone taken eertainly
was let out again by the attentive “nipper.” | goomed justified, for soon color came back
Some fifty yards from the gates stood the |y, hig chocks, nnd the rather wild look in
large open-barred grate, in which night|g,, cves died out, und the generally har-
and day was kept burning about s bundied | 004 gxpression of countenance gradually
weight of “live” coal, to be used for start | ... place to one of easy sell-complaeeney.
ing the fires in the engives. The glare of | gofore the quarter of an hour Lad passed
the fire lighted up a eoneiderable ¥paco | pe was joining freely in the chistand laugh

around it in all directions, and on getting | yor poing on, and any one looking upon hum
out the hands could sce Duke standing 8+ | might have supposed that he had indeed

o by ilie scene of auy sccident of | andbeing i 8 plain way, as we have said firiag up #o effectually that Ly this time ' if on guard within the belt of light on the | ;400 worse to forget or overecmne thau
Lo ghak be t '.L-r-;- thed. The | an effeetive aad racy speaker, and having, | its sides and tops were red hot ; and n-hen1 side of the grate farthest from the shed. |y, offects of & winter night journey.

The figure of the dog was the only one| wunwhile, among the workmen in the
visible, however, and taking it from this | jj,.d wonders bad increased d mystery
that any wanderers of the night who might | peey intensified. As the udgut was stul
have ¢ me “fora warm' or been I-ruw!u.g Jumbering soundly when hduben earried
about for some less innoeent purpose, had | 4 into the shed, aud as he i s own

ollowed by the ercetion of hotels npon o | as a chapel-goer and temperance advoeate, pose that be was gazing on the eucamp-

wanies liad steam shels in eoarection w bl | 96082 than that plLrase in east marily used | war paiut on. All the gas Lurners too,
tlie terminus, and at length one of them in. At tle time our story opens he Was) near enough to be of serviee, were hiteh-
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corresponding seale.  Several of the eom- and ,, o gor d fellow” generally, ina hisher | jnent of a party of “braves,” with their

wisely fled the spot, the hands were torn- | o) e “eouldn’t & while” to purse it now
ing to euter the shed nguin, when they | g ot the time for resuming work bad ar
were brouglit to a Lalt by a lowd ery of| jeof, & ¢ lorably comforisvle bed was
surprise from the “nipper,” who, with boy- | oy tenp rised for st by pilng & uusuler of

erowned the edifics in this respect by es. | Some two or thr-e and thirty years of age,| o] round so as to east their full light stove | ish enmriosity, had fullowed Duke closer aid | syerccmts together.  As Keuben was gent-

tiblishing extenszive leocomotive sud car-| Liad been five years in Kuighteford, and | wards, so {hat altogether the spot on which
riage works iu the town. had by way of family a little son three| {l,e hands were anssembled shoune out like
TLe result of all this was the introdue- | years ol aze. Being h:}mnlj' and 'Ii'I'PI' an oasis of light iu the surrounding desert
tion into Euightsford of Lands of varions | in bis Labite and deires ]“f eonsidersd | of smoky blackness.
deseriptions of railway workman, to the himself fairly well-off with .h“ Y of | Even as we lLave already deseribed it,
pumber 1 the agzrezate of thousands. thirtyashilliugs p.r woek, whle his f'“_'" the greup was s tolerably striking and
U pon these foreigners,as they ealled them, prospeets iu this respect were ‘]f“ bright | “mixed™ one, but before the meal hour
the primative inbabitants of Kuightsforl as lie strod well for early promotion from | had expired it was destined, as we shall
looked with but seant favor, regarding{ the shed to-the foot- plate. | see, most strangely to receive & strange
' them asa sort of invading army of octo- It was elose upon midnight on & Christ- | addition. Each man’s knees served lum
| pation ; and the foreigners finding them- | mas Eve that we have first l-ﬂ rml-lﬂ ik | as & table, the newspaper or mht.r wrap-
selves so met, repaid the natives in kind. | nequaintance. The Lohday incidental to !;lini in which Lis food Liad been tied !I'L'
They affected to consider the town outland- tlie season had already mmﬂ-l*ﬂﬂr!di but | ing the place of the ul_ull cloth. As night
ish. and its inhabitants wanting in spirit ; | even s lichday times there must still beleft | work such as ﬂ‘ml inﬂd_tnh] to a steam
| and esteemed it & fine touch of irony to a few working bees in the great human ihﬂ“_l found in practice to be a great
ask n mative gravely if be could inform | hive, and on this night Ru_il_ubnn and the lppﬂ.:ll-!r. the display nf eatalles was of &
them whether English money was taken . wgang” of which Le is leading Ihnml were plentiful and m'l-itnulunl l:llfrittcr, and in
| there # or if it was & fuct that a Knights- | among those whom the "m’"*“:“f their | more than one maun's portion was - Le
| ford man wonkl sooner.be hanged in that | callings kept “bound to the wheel.” Their | seen a goodly sized S—re 'h'-'"_ of
| town than die a natural death elsewhere ? | having to work, hovever, had not P""H.l- plum - pudding, oz other ﬂﬂ“ﬂtﬁ‘l‘ﬂ{' Clirist-
| Tlhie manners of the invaders were eertain- | ed them from imbibing the holiday spirit, | mus fare. The ‘abls-talk, too,—if _hhlb
Iv not as those of tha natives, and so far the | 0 beiug marry of moad ; audto s stranger ‘lﬂ it H'ﬂ-[‘ﬂ be ealled, when l-!::l parties 'h:
latter were justified in regarding them as it would certaiuly have !Hmml ‘thll they | it were hh.-vhlu—+wu of & : seasunable
: fureigners. A good pereentage of them wers | were entitled to l-h" merit of being happy | character, turning upon 'ﬂl.lnll-m.tl clieer,
| Lancashire men, others were from London, | ander mﬂihl-tl_l circumstances. A steam ﬂhﬂlﬁﬂﬂ_ . holiday - making, persounal
' shed is not a cheerful or comfortable-look- | reminiscences of Christmas times gune by,

reparing prineipal sums | v o hive and Durham, and s fair sprinkl- ing place, even by day, while by night 1ts {:I:nnmﬂ customs and hp:du, and the
Gezo. 4. Matthows, ;:.m:q:mht mﬂﬁr in ;_m fﬂhr;' lﬂlﬁ- ing were canny Seots. They were ml comfortlessness of appearance aTe of the like. Insuch evnversation the first half

: | ments. [nterest consés st once on amonais SO : : - g g : 1 Ao e ot oo by
Cabinet Maker, ™ . who, iu their own way aod degree, decidod S Pt

arigRges sther Estuts Ae- : : A ol consisting of £
U sworstsr=r. and UNDEHTAKER, '_‘ﬂ, '_"._::- _._.,.:_ made wa | that their wages wars Very much ||.1‘hu,'ﬂl.l: of its ends, consisting of great gates
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seen the world, and this, added to the f.:t]rmhuri:lnlhm:h it, and the whole |upon by some eominon impulse, all ceased

than those prevailing among tle uﬁ-..-,..‘-thnllqﬂﬁmenﬂ: to be kept more or the bells of the town rang out the peals by

speaking as on the last stroke of twelve,

probally seeounted for thewr bei dis- less fully open, it is always eold and | which they announced the birth of another ed to cure, you know.

further than his elders. Turning st the ||y depositing the child on this couch the
sound of his voice, they bebeld Lim kneel- | pgqcy shawl in whicl it was wrapped got

|ing beside the dog, nvery picture of amaze- | gomehow disarranged, and {ro its folde »

ment, and hastening forward they were | paper Buttered 1o Lhe ground. One of the
' met by & sight that instantly Lronght wu | payde picked it up, sad, after lovking st it
expression  of astovishment into fAeSF | for & moment, gave vent to what sould
| sountenances. With the dog standing | ouly be described as & roar of surptise,
| quietly watchml Ly it gide, and the boy |.wWell, this i¢ & startler Le exciaimed.
| kueeling ut its feet and grzing wonderingly | *It's & regular case of Christmas-box for
|in its face, lay s pretty infant ""mh'.rm, Reuben. There you unre; see, it's
| wrapped snd ecalmly sleeping on & mouud | wddressed 1o you es plein os it cau be

of soft grey ach. 1 wrole.”
l “It's alive, you know,” said the boy, 'h“t Eeuben, with s Lewiidered 1ok, and
bad '[J'I'i-rbl\ﬁ]-' Limeself, at a first glunee, | searecly kuowing whether the cther spoke
mistaken the stillness of sleep for that of | in jest or earnedt, took the paper un whick
death. was writteu iu pencl, “To Reslwn. Har-
“Yes, it's alive,” s1id Nlenben Harw 0l , | wood, from one who, knowing Lis gos 1
bending over it, and adtreasing hie sdat |, oo Lulioves Le will keep the L lpless."”
 evmpanion, retier than directly lﬂll‘t‘l‘:llu:l..'. The picee of paper hiad the appearance of
Iﬂ--! vpipper ;" “alive. and besrty enoagh | . ving been the fly leaf of & Look, aud the
tod, I'-!Elllil'-'lﬁ."l:," l‘.llhﬂlhl lﬂl‘rpﬂll thiere are ﬂmﬂﬁlﬁ' selisol-buy-like haud in wliackh
| those who wish it wase't.” e words were writlen Lad evidsut]ly becn
“You may stake your life ou that,” Prt|  ond fur purposes of disguise.

in oue of the other men emphat.cally ; “you T BE CONTINUED.)
may depend upon it that those whe could s |
serve it like this would Lave rather put | The extent of bee-gulture in Amrerics
under the dasies if they conld have done 80| is so large that the produet of waz in
| witbout riskiug their necks. L wish I had | stated to be 20,000,000 pounds savuslly,
the doetonng of them, that's all! Five | and inerensing—worth la mouey sl lenst
minotes in the river with & filty-six reund | §6,000,000. Of tlas, about $700,000
| sheir meek would bemy perscription for werth is exported and $1,200,000 worth
their cumplaint ; nnlnn!iuﬁnur;mﬂ-‘_.f honey also goes shroad. The tunl
'pooduct of Lhoney und wax is worlh i

liihguiﬂﬂ. by a more sell-assured bm'ini"imﬂll"l- Tts heavy raftered roof, sod}anuiversary of the greatest day the world ‘A grl, I tiink,” said Reclen, ﬂmlprmntm the Tat-d States nearly %5,
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