The Child and The
Kingdom

Mathew 1: 18-25; 18: 1-14; 19.
13-18.

PRINTED TEXT, Matt, 1; 18-25;
18: 1-6; 19: 13.15
LOLDFN TEXT—A little child

shall lead them. lsa. 11: 6.
THE LESSON IN ITS SETTING

TIMFE—The annuneciation o
loseph, the conception of the Vir=
gin Mary, and the birth of Jesus
ul took place, probably, in the
year & B.C. The teaching of Jesug
foncerning  childhood was given
" ke autumn of A.D. 2p,

PLAC I-Zvl-?-larg.;*« concepiion and
he annuneiaticn to Joteph oceur-
‘ed in Nazareth. The birth of Jes.
is took place in Bethlehem. The
of Christ found in this

' was given in Capernaum.

Matthew 1: 18. Now the birth

Jesus Christ was on this Wise:
When his mother Mary had been

cthed to Josg ph, ."mfuru fh{'}’

* together she was found with

{ the Holy Spirit. The div-

¢ conception of the Virgin Mary

Holy Spirit is given with
greater detail in I.-LIH:E".I
(1: 26-38). Mark has writ.
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EAchiing

ing whatever concerning
th andg L'.Hu:ll:l"lll”l.] Uf Ji*iuﬁ.
Matthew and Luke tell the

of the supernatural birth,

ougrh .]I-.':JI eem= to H-f'{-r to

ﬁ.‘ ‘ & ]_ll Matthew tells it to us
1 the standpoint of Joseph,

was betrothed to Mary, and

fore legally her hushand.

Message To Joseph
And Joseph her hushand,
a righteous man, and not
AL to make her a public ex-
mple, was minded to put her
priviiy. 20. Rut when he
n thess .‘hil]'..;"w. !}EhJ‘lId.
of the Lord appeared un-
in a dream, saying, Jos-
thou son of “H.‘-'ill. f-‘ﬂr' ot
take unto thee Mary thy wife:
it whieh is conceived in her
of the Holy Spirit. 21. And she
. bring forth a son: and thon
't call hiz name JESUS: for
% he that shall save his people
O their sins. “Jesus” was a
¢ry common Hebrew name (Josh-
my in itz Greek forin. It Mmeans
Jehovah's Salvation.™ God took
- wid of a name perfeectly familiar,
which set the new-horn Child
ng the children of men.
Birth of Jesus

==. Now all this is come to pass,
ha might be fulfilled which
“poken by the Lord through
he prophet, sayving, 23. Behold,
' in shall be with child, and
wing forth a son, and ﬂ‘u‘?
Il eall his name Immanuel]
iz, being interpreted, God

found
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in Isa. 7: 14 24. And Jo
arose from his sleep, and fnrp.l:
the angel of the Lord command-
ed him, and took unto him his
wife; 25. and knew her net till
she had brought forth a son: and
he called his name JESUS.
The Little Child

Mlt:t. 18: 1. In that hour came
the disciples unto Jesus, saying,
T\?hu then is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven? 2. And he
called to him a little child, and
set him in the midst of them.,
3. And said, Verily 1 say unte
you, Except ye turn, and become
as little ch:ildren, ¥e shall in no
Wise enter into the kingdom of
heaven., 4, Whosoever therefore
ah:_ull humble himself as this little
child, the same is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. No one
has et given the perfect and ex.
clusive interpretation of this pro-
found idea — it has been suggest-
ed that Christ here means that
‘ﬁ'?‘ﬂhﬂtj]{] be like children in hu-
mility, in obedience, in indiffer-
ence to the distinetions of rank
and wealth, pure-hearted. 5. And
Whoso shal]l receive one such little
child in my name receiveth me,
Let us receive and cherizsh child-
ren in Jesus’ name, just as he
wolid receive himself,

Let No Harm Come

6. But whoso shall cause one
of these little ones that believe
on me to stumble, it is profitable
for him that a great millstone
should be hanged ahout hiz neck,
and that he should be sunk in the
depth of the sea. How can we
cause little children to stumble?
By letting them see our own un-
belief, ecynicism: by letting them
have their awn way, by failing
L0 restrain or dizcinline them.
Children eannot have g full know-
ledge of Christian doctrines, but
they can know Jesys as one who
loves them, whom ?]wy can trust
and pray to.

Christ's Blessing

13. Then were there brought
unto him little children, that he
should lay his hands ofl them, and
pray: and the diseiples rebuked
them. 14. But Jesus said, Suffer
the little children, and forbid
them not, to come unto me: for
to such belongeth the kingdom of
heaven. 15. And he laid his hands
on them, and departed thence.
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Palestiﬁ_f: Has
11 Chr_istmases

Diflerent Dates Marked By

Religious Groups in Country

Note to little hoyvs and cirls w ho
are sorry that Christmas comes
but once a year: Palestine has 11
Chrisimas days, the only country
in the world to have so many.

They extend from the Latin ser-
vices on December 25 to the Abys
sinlan liturgy on March 25 and re-
sult from a fourth century dispute,
within the Christian chureh over
adoption of a unified ecalendar,

Julian, Gregorian Calendars

Some Christians adopted the
Gregorian calendar, which puts
Ch:"stmas on December 25th, while
others retained the Julian calendar
and still others chose their own
dates for Christendom’s great festi-
vals,

The Abyssinian echureh cole
brates the birth of Christ on the
25th of every month, but the great-
est celebration is the solamn )it
urgy on March 25th,

On January 6th, under the Jul
fan calendar, comes the Greek Or-
thodox celebration, As Latin Chris-
tlans did on December 25, mem-
bers of the Greek Orthodox come-
munity will make a pilgrimage to
the Bethlehem shrine and re-enact
the drama of Chrlst's birth.

The British mandate government
of Palestine has recognized all of
these denominations and has given
them equal rights and privileges in
all Christlan shrines, throughoot
the Holy Land.
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IN THE STABLE
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The little bulls drew together

With the doves softly whispering,

While the ass wondered v hether

He wanted out or in,

Pulling at his rope and starting
o paw

His stall, scattering the straw,

Fach in his gentle way, uneasy,
not at rest,

Not knowing why oppressed

And then the light!
Not day or night,
“PBut something different
strange——
So that they stopped all move-
ment, waited—
As if each moment now were
freighted
With some new thing
their vision's range,
Till elearer, by the manger, they
all saw
Mother and child.
And now no longer timid, stumb-
ling, wild,
They stooped above them---seeing
how they smiled—
Knowing in some mute,
way that all was well,
Not knowing what but feeling
love was there.
And Mary, raising happy eyes to
them
Ranged round her as if holden by
some spell,
Lifted the babe with care,
And blessed them gently-—dumb,
Inarticulate, yet getting each his
share
Of that great love which to the
world had come,

and

beyond

kindly
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Moderation At
Christmas Time

“Too Much Christmas” Is To
Be Avoided

e

Even at Christmas time it is
possible to have “too much of a
good thing™ say authorities of the
Department of Pensions and Na-
tional Health at Ottawa,

“Have a Christmas without re-
grets. The health-angle of Christ-
mastide is important, Glowing fac-
es of children and gladdened hearts
of adults are signs of upsurging
spirits. There is a close relation-
ship between happiness and health,
Chtistmas gives everyome an op=—
portunity to discard unhealthy
moods and repressions, and to let
the spirit of joy have full rein,”

Spirit of Joy

Fire marshals warn against ac-
cidents setting fire to Christmas
trees by the use of lighted candles,
and, since medical authorities are
interesting themselves in accident
prevention, this further word of ad-
vice comes from National Health
headquarters, “if you must cele
brate away from home, leave your
car in the garage, and take a taxi.”
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Christmas Day

Flooded river and frosted roads,
Creaking carts with heaped-up

Iqads,
Wild duck winging through lead-
en =ky, &

Christmas day is drawing night.

Holly and mistletoe on the stalls

Lanterns, sireamers and ecolored
halls,

Short the day and long the night,

Merry games by candlelight.

Silken
down,
Silent footsteps in the town,
Icicles on the window pane,
Christmas day is here again,
T. Lovatt Williams

snowflakes quivering

e

Pagan Evergreens

- —

Decorating the house with ever-
greens aL Christmas is a pagan
custom and an ediet compiled at
the Couneil o Bracara fortade
the people to deck their homes
with bay leaves and green houghs,
Pagans helieved that the sylvan
spirits would vepair to them in
very cold weather, shelter be-
neath their leaves and remain un-
nipped by frost and cold. Houses
used to be decked with holm, ivy,
bay, laurel, box, and holly,

Mistletoe was forbidden in Eng.
lish churches as it was 8 heathen
emblem, the sole exception being
York Cathedral, Dr, Stukeley tells
us that it was customary to carry
a branch of mistletoe in proces-
sion to the high altar and pro=
claim a general indulgence and
pardon of sins at the city gates,

L

One naturally thinks of Christ-
mas-trees, holly, and mistletoe.
Mistletoe gets its name from
the German mist, expelled matter,
The hard seeds are dispersed by

birds passing them undigested
through their bodies. Missel-

thrushes often function so.

Mistletoe grows most common-
ly on apple and other rosaceous
trees, very rarely on oaks. It gets
its nourishment by putting suck-
ers -into the branches of its host.

The sucker-bearing shoots display
::]ll;lrd kind of intelligence, t.
u gro their along

il =

An old English legend tells of
the first Christmas tree, According
to this ancient tale, many years
ago Joseph of Arimathes came
from Palestine to England to tell
the people about the life and death
of Christ. It was a long and very
rough voyage that the people from
Palestine had, as they Journeyed
in an open boat the entire distance,
Landing on a shore where there
were no dwellings, Joseph and his
people took up their travel inland,
hoping to tind some one to receiyve
them and give them shelter and
food.

For some days they travelled,
but everything was deserted. It
was winter, and the people of Eng-
land were not about the flelds. On
Christmas eve their food was ex.
hausted and they were almost per-
ishing, when Joseph, in discourage
ment, dropped on a rock to rest,

“A Sign From God"”

As he leaned against his staff he
exclaimed: “My courcge has de-
parted, and my hope is as dead us
this staff in my hands.”

As he spoke, Joseph thrust Lhe
slafl into the ground, and a shiver
went through it. The dead wood be-
Ean to grow. Branches appeared
from the knots on the staff, and the
leaves appeared, The dry staff had
rhangﬁ:}] to a noble hawthorn tree,

“It ig a sign from Cod,” exclaim-
ed Joseph. “Let us end our wander-
ingg and settle down here!”

Strength and courage relrrned
to the party from Palestine. They
buflt a few rough shelters and he-
side the hawthorn trae they built
a church. For many years the sac-
red thorn tree blossomed every
year on Chris’ as eve, People de-
corated this tree with lighted can-
dies and placed small thorn trees
in their homeg for the Yuletide,

Later, that first church had ad-
ditions built to accommodatle the
people who came to hear Chrizt's
word and later became Glastonbury
A - bey,

T he Beautiful Gift

What ean a wmother give her
children
(Greater today than thiz one
great thing—
Faith in an old, sweet, beauti-
ful story,
A star—a stable—a new-boen

King?

Shining faith in the young lad,
Jesus;

Lover of high white things was
He;

Jesus—straight as a Lebanan
cedar;

Jesus—clean as the winds

from the sea.

Faith in the young lad come to
manhood:
Jesus, compassivnate, tender
and true—
Oh, my children—'what more
glorious
Gift in the world can I give
to you?

Carry it high like a Jamp in the
darkn

ess,

Hold it for warmth when the
day is cold—

Keep it for joy when youth goes

]
Clasp it for peace when you
are old.

What can a mother give her
children
More than a faith that will
not dim?
Take it, my dear ones—hold f#t
forever;
A lamp for a lifetime—faith
in Him,

-—-ﬁrlu Noll Crowell
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“O Little Town
Of Bfﬂlehem"

There, Was Born A “Saviour
Who Is Christ the Lord”

Bethlehem or The MHouse of
Bread, was more anciently known
as Ephrath or Fruitful, but in mod-
ern times fs called Beitlahm or
“House of Flesh."

All three nameg are significan’
to Christians whose interest {n it
arises from the tremendous fact
that in that little town was born
Him Who was rightly called “The
Bread of Life;"” Who was to be the
fruitful Head of a new race, wide-
epread as the world {tself: and
Who was there born in human
flesh, though the Almighty Son of
God,

“House of Bread"

Its history was by no means all
bright and hely. Jacoh hurrying
along with a deathly sick wife, was
compellied (o halt nearby, while his
greatly beloved Rachel gave birth
to the little Benjamin, and then
in her husband's arms dled there.

Her grave is still marked by =
rough stone monument!

It was jn Bethlehetn that the
young Levite lived, who Micah hip-
ed to be his chaplain, aud with
wiom is connected the tragie glory
in the Jast chapters of the boak of
Judges. Tho terrible tale of wrong
doing and reprisals came perilous-
¥ near to the desiroying of the
wiaole tribe of Benjamin, within
whoze limits Bethlchem wag sitaat-
il

Its Past History

Thither came the widow Naomi,
and her daughter-in-law Ruth, the
Moabitess, mouruers, bereft of all
they had held desr. There the
young widow Ruth was wedded to
her wealthy kinsman Boaz, thereby
vecoming great-grandmother of the
Paalmist-King David, and also one
of the progenitors of the Christmas
hing, the Lord and saviour of Man-
Lhind,

Reaoboam, son of Solomon, made
a fortified city of Hethlehem (2
Chronicles X1, 16) and later a fam-
ons khan (correspouding to our ho-
ted) was built there probably hy
Chiwmham, son of Barzillai the Gil-
vadite who befriended David (2 8a-
mucl XY11) when in troudle and
was numed atfer him (Jeremiah
ALl, 17}, This khan appears to
have been a place wheve caravans
were made up for long journeys,
aipd It was from thence that the re-
belllons Jews, disregarding God's
orderg set off for Egypt, carrving
the prophet Jeremiah with them. It
may have been that same khan, or
in New Testament terms that inn.
at which Josepy and Mary (Luke
11} applied for lodzing, but counld
find no other accommodation than
a stable in a grotio under, or near
to it, wherein to spend the first of
all Christimas Eves, although they
were both of royal desceut, des-
cendants of King David himself!

That poor s:aile became Lhe
moet famous bed-chamber In the
whola world, for there amidst the
cattle was born the loly Baby,
Who was God, the Creator of
all things, clothed in mortal fleeh,
that He might become the Saviour
of all who wished it from their
nins!

The Poor Stable

To the siable came the saep-
herds called away from their own
sheep-folds by a herald in the hea-
vens, accompanied by singing
choirs of angels, who made the
thrilling momenious annouuce-
ment: “unto you is born this day
in the City of David, a Saviour
who Is Christ the Lord” (Luke 11,
11).

:!uuutlan thousands have knelt
in sacred worship before that most
holy shrine, once "a lowly cattle
shed,” the only shelter this evil
world could provide for its Maker,
Redeemer and King, when in pity-
ing love and tender saving mercy
He came to visit it, at the Christ-
mas tide!
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Gossamer Creature Was Once
A Poor Unhappy Little Girl

—

Have you ever wondered why
the graceZul, little fairies dresse d
in the loveliest of gossamer gar-
ments, with gleaming ornaments in
their hair and dainty wande in
their hands, Tigure so prominently
in Christmag decorations and festi-
vitles? An old Yulet:de legend is
the origin of this. Let me tell Vel
the slory.

Many, many years sgo on a
Christmag Eve a poor little girl
ramed Mary was wvery unhappy.
Mary was an orphan, which means
she had neither a mother nor a fa-
ther, and the old woman she )lved
with made ber very miserable by
her cruel treatmen!, Snow lay deep
en the ground, in the forest whera
Mary and the old woman lived,

"1 want some strawberries,” said
the old woman., “Go feich me
some.”

Mary sald that there could bae
no sirawoerrles growing in e
snow but she was pushed out o
door: into the forest. She =at down
beneath a tres and began to ery,
and while she cried there came a
little gnome carryinug a lantern,
Night had coma on, and it was vory
dark.

“Tell me why you ars crying,
sald the gnome, Mary told him, and
then the gnome gaid: “1 am on my
way 10 meet Santa Claug who fs
coming from Toyland.”

This made Mary very happy, but
all at once a dark cloud covered
thée moon, and the gnome tarne
e,

“1 know this i the work of ths
wicked underground gnomes, The)
have, by their magi made 1the
cloud over the moon so that Banta

Claus cannot find the way (o the
farLi,
“Quick!" said tho gnome, * tak

this lantern and hold tight 1o that
fir trea!” Mary did as she was
asked, while the gnome muttered
some magic words and the lutle
tree grew. It grew so quickly that
it reached right up to the sky, and
on top was Mary, holding the lant
ern. And by this means Santg waus
a'e to find his way.

“Make the tree jts proper size
once more," gald Banta Claus after-
wards. But when the tree bacame
small again, on the top was — no,
not Mary, but a beautiful fairy!
The little girl had been transform-
ed,

And she never had to go back to
the cross old woman but instead
remained In Falryland where she
Uved happily ever after.

fx N
S
] L
|
= 3 i
F
-t A&
’
E a >
¢
’
- &=
#
{
i B
i ¥
&
§
L]
" L
o -
L
9y




