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The Royal research ship Discovery
II, has sailed from London for her
fourth commission in the Antarctic.
Bhe is expected to be absent from o
home for about 20 months. ‘

After calling at Cape Town she will
circumnavigate the Antarctic con-
tinent, making observations on lifn
L | distribution of whales and _investi-
oo 3 '5 gating conditions along the ice edge
" and at the junction of the Antarctic
water with the warmer water far-
ther north. She will make calls at
Australia, New Zealand, and the
Falkland Islands, returning to Cape
Town in June next. Then after a
short rest she will return to the
South for a further season's work
before returning home in the eArly
part of 1937

During the circumnavigation of
the Antarctic in 1935-36 the scien-
tific officers on board will continue
the observation: made during pre-
ceding wvoyages, thus providing ma-
terial for a comparison of condi.
tions in various seasons, These in-
vestigations are designed to acquire
knowledge of the stocks of whales
which form the basis of the southern
whaling industry — their abundance,
distribution, Vife historv. pna n i era-
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