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FIVE CROOKED
CHAIRS

By FAREMAN WELLS
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Adam Meriston, s farmers BOI,
Arlicled 1o a solicMor, mukes & brave
but unsuccessful attempt (o thwart
three Lthieves in a bug-sualching rald
The bag ‘was torn from (he hands of a
Eirl who explains that It contalos Lhe
day's takings of her father's shop,

e altempts 1o trackh the thieves nnad
reaches anm old warehouse. Adam
®hters (he Dbullding while (he gir
Wialches the door. Suddenly he henrs
fooistepa,

The man turns out to be Adams
tipluyer—~_orville VPerkin

Adam, In his private hours experl-
mients with short-wave wireless,

Walking homeward, Adam I3 nearly
Fun down by a lurge gwift car.

e calls on I'riacilla Norval,

tler Tuther recounts the history of
Bve antione chairn he possesses.

Adum s extremely puzzled over tha
caunnecilon alf Corville I"erkin mnd
Montada who wanis the antlque chalrs.
Then Priscilla is spirited away.

“There's something very precipitate
about you tonight, Meriston,” he com.
plained at lasi, moving back a few
tentative paces towards the doomed
building until he was brought wup
agailnst Adam’'s outstretched arm. "l
think I have always tried to impress
on you the importance of never act-
Ing except on ascertained facts, Now
in this case the facts are: firstly,
that there are two cans of petrol in
the cellar; secondly, that there was,
unti! I extinguished it, a heap of blaz-
ing straw, It still manages to smoke
rather violently, but that if one of
the characteristie: of burning sraw,
You Enow, The petrol would have heen
about a quarter of an hour before it
exploded, that is if 1 had not removed
the cans to a position of safety. But
really, when you have worked on high
explosives as much as | have vou will
not worry much about the ffects of
four gailons of unvaporized petrol.”

“What a fool [ am,” said Adam sin-
cerely,

“Lack of ohservation before actlon
that's all. Lots of people behave like
that and are publicly congratulated
for it. 1 assure you. You see, not be-
ing Im such a hurry as you very jus-
tilabiy allowed vourself to e | was
abie to observe things correctly,
things like smoke coming up some
ptep:, and to deal with them elfec
tively "

“1 beg your pardon, sir,” sajd Adam.
by now thoroughly abashed. “You're
a far braver man than I 1'd never
nave had the pluck 1o venture into
that ecellar.”

‘And yel vou venlured to the Lop
of the stairs In order to pull me out!
| daresay you expected to hear a roar

of exploding gases at any maoment,
while |1 never expected anvthing of
Lie kind, had no

Ier mae [rom h'ln.,'u-,- out what it was

magination to de

ihat was rmoking, Different men ars
brave, if you eal]l it that, in diferent
WhaYys It takes the Meriston Rays,
Bpparenfiy to nrove all men COW =
ards.” answered Prolessol Stariing
neally

“1 suppos I wa the hunchback
that lit the O suggested Adam, In
order to change thi subfect

“Apparently sgo, 1 presume they had
not had time to make g proper
stheme, hid 1o do the first thing they

ould think of, and that was to burn
the place down with a= many as pops-
sible of the wlitnesses in it. Clumsy
but it might have proved effective if
't hadn't been we had the Meriston
valve complete with 5 hundredweight
of bhatteriea with us. But what have
you done with the voung woman and
anur drivi Wi shall need him, ]
expect.”

"“They re und in front, under the
irees. Adam NLOT el -:_'.Hrl_

Togethe ey made thelr way to
the front of the by lding where Scylla
stood, bewlldered and excited. with
the driver, both watching anxious=ly
for *aeir arrival

“1 am so glad vou've come”™ she
eried. “lt's been terrible just wait-

ing here expecting every minute to

NO PEP?

. When you feel like a fog and your
muscles tire easily, it's more thaf
likely that wastes that shouldn't be
in your body are sending out poisons
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occasional glass—once or twice each
wrek—and you'll stay perfectly fit,
Get Andrews now. Small tin, 35¢:

Large tin, 60¢; Extra large bottle

75¢c. Proprietors, Scott & Turner.
Ltd., Newecastle-upon-Tyne, Eng. “

see Yyou both Dblown through the
roof.”

“There isn't going to be any ex-
piosion after all,” Adam explained to
put her mind at rest. *“The Profes.
d0r put it out, a thing that would
never have occurred to me even if I
had had the courage to go down
there.”

“Now don't let us have all that
over again,” protested the litlle man
in an aggrieved voice, *“It was only
necessary to realize that they were
not likely to be able to produce a
very thorough explosion In the few
m:nutes’ start that Mr. Perkin had
of us, even if the idea of an explosion
bhad entered my mind, It just occur-
réd to me that the hunchback fellow
had set the place on fire, when he
came creeping back from the cellar
stalrs with smoke Indisputably creep-
ing after him, It's fairly easy to put
a fire out if you don't wait to let it
Eet a proper hold, Actually it was
very easy indeed. By the way, did
anyone ses what happened to our
friend Perkin and his assoclated
bandits "

“Looks as if they'd got away in the
coupe, sir,” answered the driver,

“In that case I don’t think it's any
good our trying to cateh them. They
must have realized by now that they
have failed In whatever it is they
are attempting, and doubtless they
iire more concerned with avolding the
consequences of thelr failure gt the
moment, Yoa may take vour time on
the way back, driver.”

He took his time, and for two people
at least, the two whp occupied the
back seat and sat with their arms
about each other, whispering. he could
not have taken too long, What they
found to say to one another only
those who have been in similar eir
cumstances can Imagine, and for
others a report in detail would sound |
quite unbelievably absurd, so* Imbe-
cile In thelr happ ness can re-united |
lgvers be.,

VALDAMONTE APPEARS
Frolessor Starling was invited to
énter the house in Cavendish Street
before which the hired car pulled up.
‘Thank you, I will not come in just
yet,” he answered tactfully. Then he
nanded something to the driver %I

think you earned it after all” he re-
marked benevolently, “Piease drive
Me to the nearest public house." The
car pulled smoothly away as Adam
knocked at the side door, '

The weary sounding feet of f"-lr_l
Noitval were heard dragging ;l.!:nnp::
the passage within. There was a fum-|
bling at the latch, and the door
Swung open, The man's grev face
lghted with an intense light.  He
leaned against the wall and collapsed
gradually to the floor, Adam ralsed
nim and bhore him into the sitting-
room, where the two applied them.
selves to revive him.. Vi ry soon he
was able to sit up and lidten to their
story, his arm clasping his daurhter
to him in very much the same fervid
manner as had Adam’'s own arm a |
few minutes earlier in the rear seat |
of a hired car

“l too have something to tell vou, |
but my news will keep until tomor-
row,” said Norval, when he had heard |
their story. “1 expect Yyou vyoung
people could do with some supper."

The three of them joined in the|
preparation of that impromptu meal,
the men silent from the very fullness
of their hearts., Sevlla, though no
less full-hearted was by no means to
be denied her hon lled measure of
compiaint at the state of their do-

mestic alrangements, “1om Aare
neither of you fit to be léft w ithout
i@ woman to look after vou" was

her verdict.

Just as they were silting down to
upyer there came a knock at the
deor, Adam went to open it. On the
pavement stood Professor Starling,
his neat overcoat bulging like that
of a poacher. *“I wonder it 1 might
accept that invitation now, and come
in for a few inutes,” e askgd apol-
ogetically. “Only a few minutes.”

“Come in, sir,” eried .;i.llﬁll, taking.
upon himsell the position of master
there. And as the scientific expert
squéezed past him in the paszsage, he
called out to thise within: “Profesgor
Starling—Mr. Norval!"”

The Professor turned smilingly to
Adam, “The first time this evening
that I've really feit it safe top take'
my hat off,” he remarked whimsical-,
Iy, flourishing the hat with his free

DRAMA FESTIVAL
WILL BE KEPT UP

Royal Charter For Organ-
ization Issued By Cahan
At Ottawa

Ottawa.—To assure perpetuation
of the Dominion Drama Festival
after the departure 8f the Earl of
Bessborough a Royal charier had
been issued, it has been announced
by Hon. C. H. Cahan, Secretary of
State. The corporation will be un-
der the name of “the zovernors of
the Dominion Drama Festival.”

The present Governor-General jni-

| tizted the festival three years ago
. and it has been growing in popular-'

ity each year. His Excellency was
anxious that the festival be contin-
ued and extended afier his depar-
ture, :

In a statement Mr. Cahan said
that the charter was being issued as
a memorial to His Majesty's silver
jubilee. The charter recited the
stimulation of interest in and the
encouragement of the dramatic art
in Canada the festival had provid-
ed,

The chaser gave the new body
owner to hold real and personal es-

tate and to receive grants, It can-'

not hold more than $25,000 in real
estate.  Provision was made, the
statement explained, for appoint-
ment of general and district officers,
granting prizes and awards on such
conditions as might be prseribed.

The first governors would be nom-
inated by the Governor-General
and the annual meeting would be
held each year at the time and place
of the annual festival. At the first
general court the governors would be
divided by lot for one year, two
years and three years,

Provision has been made that a

copy of every by-law or regulation!

made by the governors for the gov-
ernment of the festival and the man-
agement of its affairs be deposited
with the Secrelary of State, who has
power of disallowance.

More Women Should
Be Architects

Women's lives are much more
ciosely bound up with houses than
men's. Why, then, do so few women
go in for the profession of architect?
This question is asked by the London
News- Chronicle,

Only 13 are women out of 102 ex-
hibitors at the show of photographs
and models of work executed during
the past three years by young archi-
tects trained by the Architectural
Assceial‘en,

Those in authority say women lack
the physical stamina to stay the
course — only one woman to six men
graduate each year. The woman who
does succeed executes work indistin-

| guishable from a man’s,

Miss Elizabeth Scott, who, in com-
petition with men, secured the de-
s'gring of the Shakespeare Memorial
Theatre at Stratford-on-Avon, shows
designs for a conference hall, the
Marie Curie Hospital, and two coun-

| try houses,

Remarkable success in the field of
speculative building has been achiev-
el by Miss Frances Barker, a girl
architect, who graduvated from the
sc.i0ol only three years ago,

Miss Barker recently won a com-
petition for the design of a small
villa on the Sunnyfields Estate, Mill
Hill, the first competition of the kind
to be won by a woman.
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GOVERNMENT ANNUITIES
ARRANGEMENTS TO STAXND

Ottawa—The Government has no
immediate plans for amending its

| annuities branch, Minister of Labor

W. A. Gordon announced recently in
the House of Commons. The present

' maximum is $1.200 and the interest
| rate, 4'4 per cent.

hand so as to display its tinfoil lin-
Ing..

“But please take off your coat as
well,” invited Seylla. “We were just
about to have some supper, It is a
poisonous meal, I am afraid, but that's
not my fault. I hope you won't mind
too much.”

“] shan't mind at all,” declared
Professor Starling, “but I must real-
ly take it upon myself to disprove
the implied ecriticism of masculine
housekeeping, 1 myself am very fond
of housekeeping if 1 am every gllow-
ed to indulge in it, which is not often,
However, tonight I have taken a lit-
tle liberty in that direction.™

With g flourish like that of a con-
jurer he produced from one of the
pockets of hie coat a neatly wrapped
roast chicken, a bag of greem stuff,
and a few bottles, some of which were
condiments. He iaid them on the table
and proceeded to produce from the
other pocket a parcel of erisp rolls.

“I'm afraid 1've taken the liberty of lo___

inviting myself Lo supper,” he an-
nounced, ' :
(To be Continued.) =~ -

| FINGER-PRINTING
GAINS POPULARITY

National Bureau Plan Meets
With Less Opposition
Now

Montreal—Antagonism raised by
the freedom-loving Canadian against
the establishment of a national finger
print bureau for general identification
purposes is crumbling slowly but
surely under the determined attack
. of peace officers from coast to coast.
' “The day is not far distant when

every Canadian, from the age of 7

Years up, will have his or her fin-
, gerprints on record at Ottawa and
thus provide an infallible method of
identification in cases of amnesia,
accident, illness or death away from
' home,” an enthusiastic supporter of

the proposed bureau said recently.
| Great strides have been made in
'ﬂnger printing since Sir William

Hereschel first established the method
‘of finger print identification in India
| late in the 19th century. Unfortun-
| ately, however, finger printing was
 for years used only as a means of
| identifying criminals., Thus it became

associated in the mind of the average
citizen with crime and he regarded
with horror its use for any purpose.
| Gradually, however, Canadians are
becoming accustomed to the idea of
finger printing for identification
purposes. Prominent citizens of the
Pominion have.already used the sys-
tem and the records are filed either
at Ottawa or in the police identifi-
cation bureaus of their home cities.
The United States is far ahead of
Canada in this respect for thousands
| of “identification” prinls are on re-
| eord at Washingtén in a special sec-
| tion reserved at the Bureau of Iden-
| tification headquarters in that city.
Impetus was given recently to this
practice in the United States when
a recent kidnapping case was solved
and the perpetrators jailed largely
through the discovery of the finger
prints in the lonely house the vie-
tim was first removed to after his
disappearance. Victims of accidents,
amnesia or death have also been
quickly identified and relatives
promptly notified when prints were
on file.

The uses of finger prints for iden-
tification purposes are practically
unlimited. For instance, claimants
for estates could be identified posi-
tively and thus do away with the
possibility of a clever wusurper de-
frauding the heirs of their just]
' share. Finger print identification
could alsc: be made compulsory by
insurance companies and other fin-
ancial concerns which hand out

| sent system upon production of docu-
ments that can be forged or stolen.
SIMPLE MOVE

Advocates of a national finger

Your Handwriting

Reveals Your
Character!

(Ed.tor's Note: Have YOU written
in ta obtain a handwriting analysis?
Many of our readers have done so
and have been both surprised and
pieased. A character delineation may
be the means of recrienting your
whole future, See the announcement
following this week's article.)

This week I am devoling my A&r-
ticle to dealing with several letters,
and the problems that they raise, be-
cause | feel that many of m» readers
may have similar problems tg cope
with and the advice rendered to
these correspondenis may be helpful
to a wider eircle,

Miss J. T, pays: “Is there some-
thing wrong with me, or I8 it my
relatives that are to blame? Several
boy friends daring the last year or
twg fiave become ‘has-beens’ bhecause
of interference from my sisters, Now
I have really fallen in love with a
very nice boy, and my sisters tell
me things about him that make me
wonder if he js as nice a8 he seems.
I'm sending specimens of each of our
writings, and await your advice™

There is nothing intrinsically wrong
with your boy friend, Miss J. T. He
seems to be a straightforward, like.
able young man. You yourself are
somewhat highly-strung, and easily
fall in love—and sometimes, just as
easily out again. However, the hand.
writings of your sisterg chow a cer-
tain amount of deceit, and a rather
narrow-minded outlook, It js my be.
lief that they are mischlevous and
intolerant, Follow your own heart;
lake no notice of relatives, or others.

1
thousands of dollars under the pre-|who interfere wilfully merely to gpoil

Your happiness, It is surprigsing that
there are people lke thiz, but the
only thing tg do is ignore them,

Mrs. H.,, whose identity must obvi-

print bureau for Canada point out

bureau would be a comparatively
simple matter, It would be entirely
separate from that of the police and
would function only in
cases,

that the establishment of such a|hd
| with & young man whao is etaying at

ously remain secret, tell me that wie
|Im:1 recently bhecome rather enamdared

the same house. She has several
I-:-htI:!rrn. and is, ostensibly at least,

non-criminal | PaPPyY with her husband, but this af-

fair has recently cavsed her quite a
lot of worry, as she says she is ap-
parently falling in love with the young
man. She asks mv advice,

Walkerville Clinic
To Fight Cancer

Toronto — Establishment of a
cancer clinie in the Windsor area was
announced recently by Hon., David
Croll, Ontario Minister of Public
Welfare. The Ontario Government
will supply the radium, wvalued atl
about $15,000, and the cancer com-
mittee which has been functioning
for the last 18 months in the Border
Cities will arrange for the puchase
of equipment and the appointment of
a radiologist,

The clinie will be located in Metro-
politan General Hospital at Walker-
ville, which already possesses some
equipment. Decision to establish the
clinie followed a survey of conditions
at the border by Department of
Health officials.

Young Master Dead

London, Ont.—When John Parr,
14, was killed in an accident, Ng-
poleon, his collie dog, chose to join
him in death rather than live with-
out him. Napoleon starved himself to
death when his young master failed
to come home.

Enjoyed by five goneve-
tlors of Canadians.

Dog Starves Self

All Rights
Keserved Grap

St. Clair

ologist

Geuffrei-

Speaking entirely from my judge-
ment of the several handwriting spe-
¢imens you have sent me, Mrs, H_, |
advise you to have nothing to do with
th.s young man. His writing is not
convinel1g and, a'though there is
very litude of it, there is enough to
show me that be is something of a
philanderer. You have a good hus-
band, and his writing shows me that
he is a clean.living, honest type of
man. Why jeopardize your happiness
for a will-o' the wisp?

Emily, a non-de-plume covering a
young Torontg girl, writes (o ask
why she doesn't make friends, Her
handwriting tells me that she is re-
served, somewhat aloof, and rather
ba:hful.

My advice to you, Emily, is to cul
tivate more outside interests. Take
a deeper interest in the things going
on around you, and the people you
meet, Show your interest in them, and
you will find that you wiil gradually
lose your sense of habilual reserve.

Most people are just the same as

LONDON WILL
CLEAR STREETS

Of All Nuisances —. Abuses
By Firms Soon To
Be Curbed

London, Ont.—A complete survey
of all places of business using scc-
tions of business street for repair
work, storage or any other purpose
has been ordered by the city council,
with Ald. Archer, chairman of the
property committee, filing a protest
against conditions,

The chairman admitted that the
city should not tax firms 1or using
the streets, since there are no ny-
laws or provincial regulations giving
a municipality power to pgive any
such concession, but he asserted by-
laws could be enforced preventing
this encroachment.

The city engineer and city archi-
tect will have a summary ready in
the course of another week or two,
when it is expected some action will
be taken to remedy the situation,
Scores of complaints have reached
civic authorities about conaitions
described as “nuisances.”

Ald. Archer referred particular]y
to certain coal companies tollowing
the practice of dumping fuel outside
of the street line. He asserted that
the streets were not meant for that
purpose and something should be
done to check ijt.

The Ontario Municipal Act nas
caused much confusion over this
situation in municipal circles for
some years. One of the preatest
problems has been in dealine with
gasoline stations and the erections
of pumps on city property. On sev-
eral occasions in past years the coun
cil has not interfered with instal.
latioris when there were no objec-
tions, but they received legal advice
they were powerless to either grant
or refuse applications.

However, when the new survey |
complete it is understood that if th,
use of streets is continued to CATTY
on private business that the ful!

You are, neither better nor worse. and
it is only in your own mind that they |
appear superior to you. Be natural |
but don't be afrald. Don't take so
much notice of any “kidding” that
you get, because we all have to give
and take,

Have you any problems that Mr.
St, Clair can advise you upon? He
will be frank, unbiased, sympathetic
and friendly. Perhaps you would
lilke to know what your friends :re’l
really like? Or it may be that you
merely desire tg find out what your
own handwriting reveals of your real
seif. Your writing tells the truth
about you, as you are, not as you
would like to be, or what you think
you are. Send specimens of the writ-
Ings you wish to be analyzed, stat.
ing birthdate in each case, Scnd 10e
coin for each specimen, and enclose
with 3c stamped, addressed envelope,
te: Geofirey St. Clair, Room 421, 73
Adelaide Street West, Teoronto, Ont.
All letters will be treated confiden.

tially and replies mailed as quickly
as poesible,

|

| An Alberta farmer has decided
ih; frame a cheque he received in
' payment for a cow sold at the Cal-
| gary market. The cheque s for 19
;'-I'."l:'.IIl:-',

Mr. Bradian Houslon, acling as
counsel for his wife, is asking the
conrt at Memphis, Tennessee, for
& divorce against hims=elf, Mr, Hous-
ton accuses Mr, Houston of desers
tion.

Eizhty tankards are helieved to Me
buried under ong of the arches of
Waterloo Bridge, now being demol-
| ished, When Waterlob Bridge was
| being built, eighty masons from Ab.
| erdeen were engaged on the granite
work of the balustrade, Beer for the
workmen was provided from a
Thames-side inn, but it was not popu-
lar with the Aberdonians, who flung
(all the tankards into a crevice and
filled it in with mortar.

Strolling along Woolll Beach, New
South Wales, a man picked up a per-
fume bottle. Drawing the cork bhe ex-
tracted a note which read: "“Greet.
ings from Ben T, Smitk, P.O. Box
207, Pasedena, -California, February
16, 1930.” The bottle had apparently
travelled 8,000 miles from the shores
of California to Woollj Beach, taking
over five years to complete the voy-
age,

To brighten village cricket the
Rev. K. C. Horwood, rector of Rush-
ton, Kettering, has promised village

| batsmen 10s. for every Mfifty runs

scored within forty-five minutes and
£1 for every century scored within
ninety minutes,

e e ——

Stainless steel of a mnew type, to
Overcome the effects of rapid wear in
the cylinders of motor.car engines,
is the objective of Sheffeld’s reseach
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workers, If successful, the 'city’s out-

7 be
doubled, L .
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HEALTH MEANS CHARM

AND HAPPINES |

smuili
speak of th
and vitality. Clear
skin attracts, The

Sparkli guf
“dlu:kl:nn ilrlru ¥ 4

ACuveg
is both happy sad
po A

erhaps you
are not really ill
yet when the

try Lydia E. Pj m’s Ve
Com d. It toncs< '.-.prﬁur:::u'l:

t;:lm - Gives you more pep—more

RT"" th;: 98 out of 100
report i
m""‘“m__ po oefit. Lee it help.

“I find T am deriving more
east than :nri':r e

:

Eetting fresh supplies each day
This new nntzlﬁill' s LIV
Yeast *lrhk!ﬂr in unmﬂu:milﬂlthma

There are two dis tages
here. First th::nrmm :F ‘lrr?

“"mg‘m#ih e

rights “under municipal law will be
exercised and possibly mew legisla-
tion sought to stremgthen the city's
hands.

MARY PICKFORD
GRO‘!S RICHER

Worth $1,950,770 — Actress’
Investments Are
Profitable
]ir::I]:o.-wuud.--—Mury Pickford, the
business woman, 1=En't ag well known
as Mary Pickord, the actress, but
while pursuing her stage and screen
career she has done well by her

cheque book, 1
Little is known of her inve stments,
but tax valuatior.s recently placed
herwealth at $1,950,770. She iz =
business opportunist. When her jn-
come as a screen actress b gan to
decline she turned to the stage and

| radio. During the pee wee golf

craze a few years ago she buil one
of the most elaborate courses in
Hollywood and earned b E money
while the fad lasted.

Right now she is engaged with her
associates in charting the future
course of United Artists, film saley
and distributing agency,

“If you ever hear 1 am v ry poor,”
she once said, “you need not imagine
Me as crying nor as staying poor
either.”

1 “l can cook and wash and iron and
keep house, | am strong and healthy

and have no objection to a fight.”

‘ﬁ'ht-n Mrs. Charlotie Pickford
Smith, hep mother, died in 1928, she
left an estate of $1,196,6584. much
of which Miss Pickford had carned
Mrs. Smith left the estate to Mary
providing trust funds of £200 000
Iem:'h for Lottie and Jack, who died
in 1933, and Lottje' daughter,
Gwynne, She made Mary truste. of
the trust funds

It was only recently that M

Pickford won g $T7,600 jucginent

- against suburbany estates and soveral

individuals over & transaction
volving these trust funds,

The actress sold Liberty bo
{Iur‘in;: the World War, she frea
;}' I8 A speaker at benefits zn.d
GEr part in national affuai She
spoke in the “Buy Now” campra
of the NRA in a national br.
cast in October, 1933

T e —

Woman Goes Bald
In League Of
Nations’ Service

Giflrﬂ'l. — The League of Nations
has Ju_lt, had to pay $1,6560 as com-
pensation to one of its women work-
ers who went compielely bald while
in the League's service.

The woman, a French widow, =aid
El-'ll: she had had to work in a room
inte which smoke from a chimney
was blown, The smoke, she claimed,
removed her hair,

She only made her claim — for

: — alter she had lost her job
With the League for which she had
worked ]2 years as a stenographer.
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