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Dressing Your
Presents

Flave vou ever noticed how varied
ars the manners and methods in
which presents are packed The bulky
plain brown paper fellows which come
through the post, reaplendent with
thick etr'ug and sealing wax, are, per-

haps, the mo=t exciting, because par-

eels which come through the post are,
or other, always more inter-
cating than those which are discreetly

s mehow

———T

Hemlock Boughs

The puugent fragrance of the hem-

; lock brings
Long thoughts of lingering, dreamy,
summer hours,

Of winsome brooks—green flelds, star-
red white with flowers,
Hushed bird notes, woodland's qulet

murmurings.

Those hemlock branches bending with
the welght

(f brittle ice and heavy, crusted snow,

Are wurm and green and pulsing far
below,

From winter's winds and storms in-

! violate,

Why are they symbol of the Christ-
mas tide?

PBecause the heart Is warm beneath
the frost,

Its springtime verdure never wholly
lost,

it blooms anew and
branches wlde.

gpreads its

The hope of Christmas in the heart

| warm. glowing,

Finds a bright green oasis in the dry

And parching desert wastes, because
close by

Renewing streams of love are Over-
flowluEg.

Green, fragrant, incensze-bearing hem-
lock bough,

Here in our homes—and those white
hemlocks still,

Snow-clad, aunstere, on
northern hill—

in winter's heart are Christmas blos-

| soming now!

: —(harlotte F Babeock,
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 And Glory Shone
| Around

some bleak

| The night, like most nights of the
winter season in the hill country, was
| clear, crisp and gparkling with stars.

By the gate, hugging his mantle
'elose. the watchman walked. . . . The

m.dnlgtt was slow coming to him;
but at last it eama. His task was
done. . . . He moved towards the first,
hut paused: a light was breaking

arnound bim, soft and white, like the

maan's. He walted breathlessly, The

light deepened: things before Invisk
hla eame to view: he saw the whole '
field, and all it sheltered. He
looked up: the stars were gone; the
light was dropping as from a window
in the sky: as he looked it became &
splendor: then, in terror, he cried.

“Awake, awake!™ . .. The men
clambered to thelr fest.

“What iz It?™ they uasked, In one
volee “Qae " erled the watchman,

“the sky ls on frel”
Suddenly the light
ablv bright, and they covered their
eves, and dropped upon their knees;
then . . . a voice said to them.
“Pear not: for behold, I bring you

good tidings of great joy, which shall
he to all people.”

i  The voice, in sweetneas and sooth-
ing more than human, and low and
clear. penetrated all their being, and
filled them with assurance. They
rose upon their knees, and looking

worshipfully, beheld in the centre of a
great glory the appearance of a man,
clad In a robe Intensely white, . .
1 Suddenly the light, of which he
sesemed the centre, turned roseate
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Where the Fruit
Grows
When you buy yvour Christmas sup-
plies of currants, raisins, figs, Brazils,
or dates, do you ever give a thought

to what they are, how they got thelr
names, or whera they come from?

Dates, from Arabla and Persia,
grow on the date-palm. The name is
derived from the Greek word “dacty-
los.” meaning a finger. Dates, before
being pressed, 'ook like human #n-
gers, and the resemblance atill re-
mainas In those you buy.

“Hrazils” are from Brazil. They
ars the produce of a tre called the
“$uvia.” They grow In a hard shell
about the size and shape of a child’s
head, anid each shell contains about

fifty nats.
(furrants are a variety of small
grapes, drled. The name ia our cor-

ruption of “Corinth"—where thay

grow most abundantly.
._-——._-+ R pp—

O aleap, celeatial Child. _ . .
O sleep; Who hath been born
The nationa cannol say,
But Thy proud heritage

They will become one day.
—Alessandro Manzonl.
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.and began to tremble; then up, far as
| the men could see, there was flashing
|of white wings, and coming and going
'of radlant forms, and voices as of a
muktitnde chanting In unison,

|  “Glory to God in the highest, and

‘on earth peace, good-will toward
' men.”

| Not once the pralse, but many
| times.—From “Ben-Hur,” by Law
| Wallace.
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Three Yuletides a Year
There s one place where Christmas
s kept three times a year—in the
Church of the Nativity at Bethlehem,
| the reputed site of the Stable of the
Inn.
| The Roman, Greek, and Armenian-
(Gireek hodies have each their respec-
tive section of the church, but thelr
(Christmas celebrations do not occur
on the same day. The Latin Christ-
maa I8 celebrated at the Roman Cath-
olie altar on December 26th. Thir-
teen days later the Orthodox Easterns
perform the Greek rite. Another thir
ten days later the Armenian Church
keaps its own ceremonial of Bysantine
Falth.

became intoler-!
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HAMISH

The year-old reserve grand champion steer, sold at $1.56 a pound at the
Royal Winter Fair. He was raised by M. J. O'Brien Limited, Rentrew, Ontario;
fed by Joseph Eaton; weighed 1,090 pounds, and was sold to Canadian Packing
Co. for shipment to Pittsburg. The price is a record.
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Dolly’s Bassine

In preparing the layette for a
Christmas baby doll for my three-
year-old daughter, it occurred to me
that a bassinet was necessary.

Accordingly, I bought a fifteen cent
market basket with two folding hand-
les, just long enough for the doll to
lle in. I placed four thicknesses of
| cotton batting in the bottom of the
' basket, with one thickness tacked
'around the sides with heavy thread.
One handle | arranged flat along the
| edge and the other upright for the
hood: then & plece of pink satteen
'was laid around the Inside of the bas-
| ket and over the edges, with slits cut
to aflow the handle to remain up-
right.

The edges were gathered and drawn
'up snugly around the bottom of the
basket; and another plece of sateen
,was shirred on the raised handle, and
| tacked down to the basket edge. For
the trimming, 1 joined two widths of
dotted muslin, hemmed narrowly on
one edge, and on the other an inch-
wide heading.

A narrow elastic was run through
‘the heading and the muslin slipped
'over the edge of the basket—an ar-

+! rangement which made it easily re-

moved for laundering. A llke heading

, Was stitched on the hood muslin, and |

a tape run through it This hood
could be ralsed or lowered as desired
—a feature that later seemed to fur-
nish considerable pleasure. Rosettes
of plnk and blue ribbons were tacked
around the hood, handle and on a tiny
pink satin comforter, hemmed with
blue French knots. A tiny pillow sov-
ared with a white pillowcase com-
pleted the outfit,

_*_
Gifts
O shepherds brought their gifts to
Him,

(Christ dwell with us to-night)
And kings came riding from the dim
Great lands beneath the eastern sky,
And patlent ox and ass stood by

With wondering eyes and bright;
And cherubin and serephim

Sang glory up the helght.

—Norah M. Holland, “When Half
Gods Go.” .

-

Will the various hued typewriters
and telephones recently introduced,
tend to make writings and conversa-

tion more colorful?
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Magic word describing God’'s surpass-
, ing love,

' Symbol of His great gift from Heaven
'[ above,

Wonder of childhood, chieft source of
I life's cheer,

| Charming and joyous still each mel-

lowing year.

Magic season of true hearts made

| strangely new,

! deeds to do,

Freed from enmity, all evil put away,

Unpretending hearts where love of
Christ holds away.

Magic feet through ages past of sin

and wrong,

Brigh Star of Hope of future cen-
turfes long

O Priceless Gift of Bethlehem's man-
ger King,

Help all men thy Peace on Earth,
Good Will, to bring.

_._
Christmas Cradle Song

Dr. lsaac Watts, author of “0 God,
| our help in ages past,” was singularly
| unequal in his poetical output. He
wrote such doggerel as “How doth the
little busy bee” and “Let dogs delight
to bark and bite,” and also the follow-
' ing exquisite carol:—

Hush, my dear, lle still and slumber,
Holy angels guard thy bedl

Heavenly blessings without number
Gently falllng on thy head.

Sleap, my babe, thy food and ralment,
House and home thy friends pro-
vide;
All without thy care or payment,
All thy wants are well supplied.

How much better thou'rt attended
Than the Son of God could be,
When from heaven He descended,
And -became a chlllt ke thee!

] ] L ]

Lo, He slumbers in His manger,
Where the horned oxen fed;

Peace, my darling, here's no danger,
Here's no ox anear thy bed!

Mayst thou live to know and fear Him,
Trust and love Him all thy days;
Then go dwell for ever near Him;
See His face, and sing His praise!
—iffp——————
Link by link, the chain stores seem
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Food Whirligig

Banana Circle Cahe

Recipes to Spice the The Christmas Tree

———

TMh Chrletmas Tree=to millions of
childyren in Wectern Europe and
America is the symbol of rejoicing. No

Use your favorite recipe for white
caks and bake in two round layer
pans. Whip cne pint of cream and
flavor with orange julce and sugar,
Just before serving cover cne layer
with sliced bananas and spread with
whipped cream, Place the other
laver cn top and cover with whipped
Cream. Garnlsh with circles of
sliced bananas and walnuts. 1

Tomalo with Spinach and Glazed |

Onlons

1 cup thick tomato sauce, 1 cup
small glazed onlons, 2 cups canned,
seas. ned spinach, salt and pepper.

other altar of youth commands such
jnstinctive or loving adoration.

RBut the Christmas Tree has not al-

ways enjoyed Its scntimental dominl-
on over the hearts of Christian na-
tions. Other peoples in dim antiquity
owed alleglance te trees but they
lived in lands where the spruce end
hemloek were uuknown, The Eg¥p-
tlans held mammoth celebrations in
the month corresponding to our De-
cember but they centered thelr devo-

| tions upon the palm. The palms of

mgypt gave birth to a leaf each month
and the trse with its twelve loaves

' suggested the completed year. Maybe

Filled with kindly thoughts of worthy |
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AR COLLAPSES
AND BecoMes FLAT: THewn

(T ‘oo CAM SLIP (T UaDER

R L e e it

the palm was the forerunner of the
Christmas Tree a8 we In Canada
know {t.

Thres thousand vears later, the Ro-
mans celebrating thelr Saturnalla

Heap the spinach In the center of
a serving dish and mawe a cavity in
the center. Pour (he tomato sauce
into this, them surround the sinaca
with the onions that have heen boiled
until tender, then glazed in bulter

ani sugar and seasoned with the sall | thelr joy over the winter solstice.

and pepper,  Thousands of such trees, garlanded
Quick Chocolate lcebox Cake |wilh their vivid decorations, set loose
' ot . ; 2 olate | & flood of riotous rejoicing. But Santa
Em’::mp nt cream, 3 boxes choco ﬂ.it'!n:{.]muI was mot of the Roman ers, sl

: 2 : : '(he children of that great
Arrange in alternate layers Ia ' knew nothing of the glorlous fellow

shallow glass baking dish chocolale |
spaps and sweetened and
whipped cream. Start with the crack-’ E?;:'f“d ﬁ;:azzntri:ﬂ':tfﬁm;':ﬂr:
ers, laving them close together l‘.uiu o 3 i tracks
cover bottom of dish. Then l:lrﬂ-d'um“ T;lmnf i Bl ndh ::n aal
generously with a layer of the cream, ' :f“uuﬂn: tt: n““:'h:lh Tl.ghtp:u per-
next crackers, and so on untll mlx'ghapa s hundred million babes, every
are 1s"uted, lnaring (ho % 000 ong f whom, he clevely Memiites b
e 3 ' name.
:pr'_"lftﬁl urm:l 'I;Jl““ In refrigerator It seems likely that the Italian tree
or twenty-four ROURLe. custom was carried to Gaul by the le-
Brown Sugar Nut Cake glons of Drusus In his campaign

"1/3 eup butter or other shortening, | against the Germans, about 156 B.C.
1 cup light brown sugar, 2 egE volks, !. Certainly about this time the Teutonle
&% oup milk, 1 cup flour, %4 teaapoon | St. Nicholls made his appearance and
galt. 2 teaspoons baking powder, % has remalned with us ever since, one
'cup fine chopped pecans, 1 teaspoon |of the priceless blessings and insplra-

!vnullla. tions of a large part of the human
race.

; Cream the butter and sugar togeth-
| er thoroughly. Add the egg yolks| In the course of time, the English

beaten until light. Mix and sift the | adopted the German Santa Claus, and
'dry.ingrédlents; add them alternately | the symbol of the tree at Yuletide. It
with the milk. Then add the vanilla | took four or five centurles for the
'and the pecans, and pour into a nha‘.hjchur-:h to fix December 25 as the date
low loaf cake pan which has been oll- | of Christmas, but ever since there has
ed or buttered, clung to the celebration of Christ's

Bake in a moderate oven 35 or 40 birth the borrowed pagan rites of the
with | Roman tree and the holly and mistle-

', minutes. When cool CcOVer
| brown sugar icing, which is made as toe of the Drulds.
follows: A thoueand years later, the excosses

el of Puritan rule in England banished |
Brown Sugar lcing | the visible accompaniments of Christ-
Boil 1 cup of brown sugar wita 1/3 ' mas Day, but so deeply was the cus-
cup of water untll the syrup forms a|;,m ingralned in long generations of
soft ball in cold wated. Pour very | he English that the passing of Round-
gradually into 2 stifly beaten egE€|pead rule found the old forms re-
whites while beating constantly.|giored.
Continue beating and when light and| jfowever, the imprint of puritanism
fufty add 3 teaspoon vanilla. Spread | ¢or many decades depressed the Yule-
on top and sides of cake and sprinkle ide demonstrations of England and
with 1 cup chopped pecans. the American colonies, The resistless

o

Doctor—"You'll have to send for an-
other doetor.” Patlent—"Am I so i
as all that?” Doctor—*“I don’t know
how {1l you are, but I know you are
the man who cross-examined me when
I appeared as an expert witness. My
consclence won't let me kill you, but
I'm hanged it 1 feel like curing you.
Good day!™

ton Irving in America revived the an-
clent proctics and there seems to-day
no threatening sign that the fine old
custom of the Christmas tree will ever
be taken from us either by tyrannical
mandate or by the slothfulness of our

fmagination.

<

ke Yule-Tide Gifts

Mr. Scinger would persist In wear- Hl.?.‘:::ﬂi ::’l: :1?::. hﬂﬂ“;:}_?"
ing his suits until the last possible Clearer vision, strength to do
moment, with the result that he found Right from day to day:
himself eontinually inargument with 'H‘.iudar hearts, more Hm;‘ﬂhr
his wife. Strolling down a fashlon-| . . .1 upm; lite's way:
able thoroughfare one afternoon, they g
happened to pass a modern Beau
Brummel. “There!” exclaimed Mrs.
Ceringer, “Why don't you dress like
that?* *1 am far too intelligent,” re-
plied her husband proudly. At that
moment Mrs, Scringer caught sight of
& beggar and hl‘.;ud wife in the gutter.
“Then thank goodness Yyour intalli- {
gence lsn't Imcreasing.,” she snapped, Ln; nnthlu::&'nt all tml 1'1'“"'
“gr we should be like those poor peo- o . .. . Jittle brothers Illllllﬂl;

ple. Willing hands to ald
Every weak and harmless thing
By the Father made
Louella C. Foole.

—0-

Eternal

The star that lighted Bethlehem
Is young to-might;

Time has not dimmed (ts diadem
Ot shining light.

Time cannot move immortal things

Tenderness to bind the wounds
Of the sick and sad;

Wisdom to direct the feet
Of the weak and bad;

Tears shed for others' woes;
Laughter to make glad.

—-

The Spruece is the most beautiful
of Christmas Trees. Have you thought
of the gifts handed down from the
Canadian Spruce to the people of Can-
ada each year. BScores of pulp and
paper towns live on a spruce payroll;
hundreds of millions of dollars a year
are .poured Into myriad homes of
Canadian -workers by the kindly hand
of Spruce. We spegk of the Christ

-

mas Tree as the decorative back-| To brevity;
ground of dolls and bugles and | In a star’s wide motions swings
father'’s yellow-striped necktle. How | Eternity,

often 4o we stop to think that the
Tree itselt is one of God's mightiest
benefactions to the Canadlan people.

—Fanny de Groot Hastings. Writ-
ten for “The Christian Bclemce Moni-
tor.”

_'lhlnmlaurl-lnbinttﬁuuﬁc.

ralsed aloft a conifer as the sign n!|

L}

| lavor.

writings of Dickens and of Washing- |

- .

TORONTO

ranged box of

charm of the
the confections
flavor.
There is & very simple method by
which this undhlhﬂt:il‘l:"ll;
red, and we shall begin
ﬁlunm easlly obtained and make
delightful confections. Choose semi-

Ess

lated sugar, % ©
1/8 cupful of white corn-ayrup.
down to & thick syrup. Drop in the
apple sections & few alL & time and
simmer very slowly until thick and
transparent. Then carefully lft out
of the syrup with an open spoon, place
on pans and dry (surface only) in the
oven: or they can be rolled, while still
sticky, in shredded coconut or candied

flavored | Who with all his ponderous girth tl'ﬂ-"ll.‘lu be dipped into melted chocolate.

Flavora and Colors.

These confections can be made in &
varlety of flavors and colors. Usa
any flavoring extract desired. Dy
dropping some of the smal red cinna-
mon candies Into the syrup the fruit
becomes pink with a fine cinnamon
For red or deeper pink, sim-
mer frult in a thick syrup made of
cranberry juice and sugar.

A lovely amber color s obtained by
simmering the apple sections In a
eyrup made of maplesugar, or brown
sugar flavored with maple. Golden
corn syrup can be added to the brown
sugar and flavored with vanilla in-
stead of maple if preferred. By add-
ing & bit of orange or lemon rind to
the syrup and coloring it yellow or
orange with vegetable colorirz you
have still another variety. A © 1ight-

ful green is obtained by using a gredn
vegetable coloring and for flavoring
you can use pistachio or almond

There seems no end to the possibid
ties of thes fruit confections, for they
can be dipped not only in malted
choeolate, but in colored fondanuts, nl-
go. Dry the frult before dipping.

Figs, Dates, Pears.

Figa are steamed, then candied,
split open and filled with nut paste or
a bit of marshmallow. Dates and
prunes are treated in the same way,
removing stones, of course. Theea
fruits are nice eimply steamed and
the cavities filled with nut-meats, pre
served ginger or marshmallow. The
truit is them rolled in grauulated
BUEAT.

Pear caramels are delicious. Hera
{s how to make them: FPlace in a
saucepan 2 cupfuls of light browa
sugar and % cupful of rich milk, or
thick cream. If milk is used add 1
tablespoonful of butter. Boil for a
few minutes: then add 1 cupful of pro-
served pears, % cupful of candied gin
ger and 3 cupful of candled orange or
leman rind, all cut into small pleces
Boil to the firm-ball stage, and pour
into buttered pans. When cold cut iu
to squares,

Cherry foam can be made with can
died cherries. Here is the recipe
Place 2 cupfuls of granulated sugar,
3% cupful of water and 2 tablezpoon-
tuls white corn-syrup in a kettle and
boil untfl it forms a firm ball when
tested in cold water. Just belore
taking the syrup from the fire, stir iu
1 cupful of candied or preserved
cherries, Pour the mixture over (he
stifiy-beaten whites of 2 eggs and
beat until light and foamy. Lay whole
candied cherries two inches apart on
waxed or greased paper and drop the
foam by spoonfuls on the cherries,
pressing another cherry or a blanched
almond on top of each. This makes

a pretty candy.

H—
In Nome

The little Arctic town lles in a deep
and reverential sllence. Not a breeze
stirs, Great starshaped snowfiakes
fall softly in a zigzag journey from
the sky wrapping the earth in a brand
aw cloak of white, Cheerful beams
of light shine out thrpugh frosted
windows on & land of sparkling
beauty. Town folk hurrying or Christ-
mas errands, their footsteps sound-
less in the new-fallen snow thelr park-
as, fur caps and gay red, white and
green packages coated with fakes,
smile and greet one another with a
cherful “Merry Christmas!” Gliding
from store to store goes a last-minute
on skis, The alr is fillad with
the musical sound of slelghbells from
dog teams and cutters. One is half
soe
himself, with Dunder and Blitzen and
of team, come pranciag
of the sky, when, lo! a reindeer,
pulling a sled with a furclad driver
who might be Banta, bounds down the

By midolght the streets are desert-
od, the lights out. The little Lown
peacefully slumbers on the eve of a
momentous anniversary. Out side the
snow still falls in a “silence decp and
white.” 8Suddenly from out of the
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