HISTORY OF THE YEAR

FURNISHED SURPRIS ES.

It Was Hoped That War Would End
= im 1917, but the Russian Revoly-
tion Upset the Caleulations of the

I Allies—Important Changes Have
Taken Place in Canada,

T must be admitted that the past
¥ear was in many ways disap-
Pointing to the Allies, Last
January it was confidently stat-

ed that the war would be over by

Christmas, and now there are men

who belleve that it may last two

Years longer, This change was

malnly due to the revolution in Rus-

sia, which added one more demo-
€racy Lo the brotherhood of nations.

Unfortunately for the Allies, how-

ever, the revolution and the reaction

from autocraecy (o

combined to cayse a radical wave to
I sweep over the Slavs,
has followed revolution, and the end
of the year finds the

cals in control, It will be some Years
‘before Russia becomes normal, with
& moderate and Progressive goverp-
menl. In the meantime thé Germans
have profited by the collapse of
Russia, They have been enabled to
sécure fresh troops for the French
“@nd Italian fronts. Military experis
believe that the Allies must now face
the most important crisis of the war,
They will have to hold back the
overwhelming

until the Ameriean army is ready to
take the field, Then the deferred
¥lictory wil| come,

When the Gep: lans declded to re-
Sume their ruthless submarine eam-
Palgn, they took a step that brought
the United States into the war. The
war lords believed that the U-boats
would bring the Allies to their knees

before Uncle sa n could give them
any aid, so {h Raiser risked this
Powerful addition to his enemies,

The Submarines did not accomplish
what the Germans expected, and the

British now have he U-boat menace
well in hand., one of the great
triumphs of the year The United
States entered (he war, and win
shortly he ready - to give wvaluahble
RAESistanes The coming together of
the three preag demoeracies, Great
Britain France, and the United
States, will probahbly he one of the
most Important even in the history
of the world. The [riendship ece-
mented in war should alter the entire
Tuture of our eivil Zation. The great

branches of the Anglo-Saxon family

are completely reconciled. That ig
the most significant happening of
1917, and it offsets the many disap-
pointment: 1 of 1h 1 LT

Even without e  assistance wof
Russia, the Alli made steady ad-
vances all sumnp Thelr o iItsiand-
Ing setback was the Itallan disast 'r
The Germ . having used pacilist
Propaganda to weak n the morals iri
L Ita 0 freops, launched a great
Oifensive, and arn now invading
italy. In ot} llelds the Allies
Dave | poriont ] X e
British now oe upy Bagdad and
Jerusal , thus dominatf 2 Meso
Potamia and Palestj and late 'np
the vy ' cieared the final han
ful ol s out of German East
+\fl.'".'|., the last af the ilun coloni
On the Western fro . With the ex
ceplion of the dq at at Cambral,
the Allj ) * been Imvariably sue
Ceasful

Canada bk voiced its determing-
tion to hay conscription and to
in the war to the Enish, The adon-
tion of th Union CGovernment id=a
may aller the whola | e oI our poli-
ties, and by procezs of evolution
that system of governins the country
Wil possibly lead 1o importinot
changes in our national life. The

ehief dangor
couniry is ths

and problem in this
bitter race hatred thas

has been fomeni s this year. At th:
present moment Quehec jg lined up
solidly arzainst the English poriion
of the Dominion, The situation
may yot lead to an acute er sis, and
Canada, as g nation, must face and
solve this diffie ity In the future,
JANUARY.
4. The Russians idnnounced the

evacuation of the Roumanian
Province of Dobrud ja,

. The Germans o cupied Braila,

. The French forces left Piraeus

in Greees 0on acrcount of Lhe de-

monsiration of the
against the demoeratie allies,

Sir Frederick Borden, former

Minister of Militia in the Laur-

fer Cabinet, d'ed at

N. 8§

Capt. Fred Selous, the

big gaim dunter, was killed

action.

The Allied Goveroments sent an

ultimatum to Greece regarding

the pro-German attitud,

Constantine and his advisers,

' The Germans oceupied Fokshani,
Speaker Sevigny joined the Bor-
den Cabinet,
Portuguese soldiers
the French front and began to
take an active part in the war
against Germany,
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Revolution | war before the

| the
eXireme radi- |

royalists |

| 29,
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months the brutal

Earl of Elgin died In Scotland.
Canadians were interested q
this Scotch nobleman because he
was born in the Dominion dur-
ing the days of political storm
and stress whep responsibhle
Eovernment was being establish-
ed here,

Two small naval engagements
took place in the North Sea.
Sevéral German wWar vessels were
destroyed while attempting to
leave Zeebrugge on account of

the jee,
Earl of Cromer, one of the great-
@8t of British slatesmen, who

made his fame by his handling
of the Egyptian situation, died
suddeniy.

The Kaiser hoisted the . black
flag. It was oflicially announced
by the German Government that
the ruthless submarine campaign
would be resumed at once,

the

many
in the

return to
piracy, For

element

! Hun Government had been advoeat-

the

generally
| many that

might
| United States,

Cemocracy have | INg the adoption

| warfare,
would starve England and end the

form of
that it

of this
They promised

end of June, At last

more humane and progressive |
German

statesmen were defeated and
war lords got control, It was
recognized even In Qer-

the ruthless
Cause a rupture with the
but the war lords be-

lieved that they conld bring the war

{ 1O

an end

the

before

could Le ready to give the Allies any

' effe

did

o | action of the United
forces of the qumna: February and Mareh,
| assi
cians in the United
propheey that the
| would end
mer
Wi

clive pas igtance.

Thelr diplomate
= il & 9
1-E i LII
States

everything pos
during
st e the

by pro-German

States,

politi-
Their

the war before midsum-
has misearried, and they also
fully miscaleulated pre garding the

United States.
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Canning, |

famousg |

of King

arrived on |

10. Premier Trepoff of Russia re-
signed,

11. Greece aecepted the Allied ulti-
matum, thongh it later turned |

Out that the acceptance was in- |

Bincere,

. The Allied (iovernments answer-
ed the peace note izseued by Pre-
eident Wilson shortly before the
end of the year. They declarad
that the war would have to con-

: tinue until the Central Powarg

: relinquished

their purpose to
dominate the world by brute
force,
Anzac troops destroved ahe
Turkish position gt Rafa in
Palestine,
13. The Allies issued their final

warning to Greece,

15. All noutral diplomats were ar-
dered to leave Bucharest,

16. Admiral Dewey, the United
States seaman, the- hero of
Manila Bay, died ia his S0th

h‘m- "
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|

. The

- General Haig's lroops

. Tho

. 8ir Robert Borden I

+. The

. 1The Un ted

. The Provineial

FEBRUALY,
United States broke off 4i-
plomatie relations with QGer
many on acecunt of the ruthless
U-boal eampaign,
En survivors of Sir
shackleton’s South Pole expedi-
tion reached W e¢llington, N.Z.
Turks evacuated the south
bank of the Tieris following 2
successful British offensive,
Germans evacuated Grandeourt,
wihich was occupled by the Brit-
151 Ltroopg,

:':l i

caplured
Sailly-Saillisel Hill on the Som-
me [ront,

The British army
tamia reached the
Kut-¢l-Amara.

in Mesopo-

warfare |

The most important incident in the
month of January was the announce-
ment of Germany's
campaign of

F T

12. French made an advance In the

Champagne distriet.
14. The Germans evacuated Ba-
_ paume,
The Duchess of Connaught died
in London,
15. A revolution took place in
Petrograd. The Czar abdicated

and the Romanoff dynasty came
to an end.

The British and French made na
tremendous drive against the
Germans, eapturing 900 square
miles of territory, including Pe-
ronne and other fowns,

The Russians routed the Turks
in Armenia, and the British
scored another success in Meso-
potamia. .

Three United States ships were
sunk by German U-boats.

Tone Germans torpedoed the
British hospital ship Asturias.
Berlin offered a separate peace
to the Russian revolutionists,
Germany refused to modify the
U-boat warfare to meet the de-
mands of the United States.

The month of March will always

18
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29,
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Americans |

to delay the |
e | decided to use them to accomplish

and were ably |

' diers we

submarine warfare l it,

he remembered on account of the
revolution that shattered the auto-
eracy of Russia. During the first
years of the war the Russian auto-
erate had been playing a treacherous
game to establish themselves more
firmly in power, The pro-German
party, headed by the Czarina and the
monk Rasputin, had leading Russian
statesmen working to betray the peo-
pPle. More than onece treachery en-
abled the Germans to massacre the
Russian army. The pro-German au-
tocrats had decided on a separate
peace, but they feared the people.
There wepe many signs of a coming
revolution, and the Czarina's party

their ends. Their plan was to fo-
ment an uprising. The Russian sol-
re to be called in to crush
and the assistanee of the Cerman
army also secured to defend the
sacred (?) person of the Czar. This
revolution was to form an excuse ror
a separate peace. It would also
Eive the autoerats a chance to crush
the demoeratie movement and exe-
cute the leaders. The leaders of the
Duma feared to take a strong s=tand

against the autocratie government.
| They foresaw some treacherous
scheme., Conditions in  Petrograd

Erneat |

went from bad o worse, as the auio-

| ecrats planned, and at last the revo-

' of the Duma Joined
| iately,
| success,

' forces of Russia were crushed,

outskirts of |

The Duke of Norfolk, the rank- |

Ing member of T

nobility and the foremost me:m-
ber of the Roman Church in
England, died In London.

The United Government
urged all Americans o leave
Germany 00N a3 possible.
China made

Vier o relations with
Goermany,

A revolution that Giermany had
fomented in Cuba burst into
flame, but It wng i
less than a month.

British troops advanced an
the Ancre.

The Turks were defeated by the
British near Rut-el-Amara.
Major-General Fie derick Fune-
ston, who conimanded the Am-
erlecan standing army, died sud

|.I

enly,

land to take part
Conference,
Germans  retired
miles on the Ancre, making the
ETeilest retreat inp
under cover of a fow,
tirement was the pe szl

This re-
of Lthe

British |

the official threat to |

suppresscd in |

dae hed kne- |
in the lmperia] |

threa |

LWo yvears, |

battle of the Somme, and defin- ;

itely stamped that Ereat offen-
sive ecarried on by
during the summe of 19
viclory [or General
Hm-!l::_

The New Brunswick Go
met defeat at the rolls.
Stateg Government
Voted 3100,000,000 for war pur-
Poses.

The British aceupied
Amara after a sweeping victory
over the Turks.

16 as @

Haig's

Kut-e]- |

the British | »

vernment |

Thus did Gen- |

eral Maude avenge the Ereat dis- |

ister that the British sulfered

at this gpot during the first year I

of the war.
Legislature
Untario gave votes to the women
of the provinee, .

. It was discovered that Germany

had propoged to Mexico and
Japan that these two countries
should attack the United States
before that mnation could be
ready for war.

Gommecourt, op
front in France,
by the British,

MARCTIIL,

the western
was ecaptured

of |

President Wilson was empower- |

arm American
SLbmarines,
settled down

ed by Congress to
ships to fight the

The Germans in

Dew positions after their Ereat |

retreat, and the Hindenburg line
was first heard about,

The British announced that 185,-
000 slaves in German East
Alriea bad been given their free-
dom,

The Uniled States Congress ex-
pired without taking any deei-
sive action against Germany,
This was the result of a handfu)
of traitors, described by Presi-
dent Wilson as a “little Eroup of
wilful men."

British took over the entire
Somme [ront to defend,
Count Zeppelin died. suddeniy,

The failure of his Ereat plan tn
use the zeppelins to destroy
England broke his heart,

The British

was
partleularly interesting to Cana-
dizus because General Maude
wias aide_de-camp to Lord Minro
and became widely known in
tie Domigion. !

—— - e .

lution started.» The army was called
in to massacre the people; but the
soldiers joined with the t-iﬁli.:ms and
turned on the autocrats, The leaders
them immed-
and the revolution became a
Czar Nicholas abdicated,
and the dark
The
pro-Germans and the aristocrats of
llussia had been hoisted on their own
petard.

and the autocracy

APRIL.
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proving rapidly.
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keep in the trenches
Sometimes. About
mies are to be
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who paid the Supieme price at Vimy
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Appreciates ﬂ;me- Mail

766054, Cavadian Army Medical Corgs

* Resboro Barracks, Shorncliffe,
Kent, England

To the people in and around Holstein:

Itis always a pleasure for me to
Write to my

friends in Canada, hav.
received such kind treatment from
. Just received the Xmas box
Society. Many
those socks are

have met several of the r47th boys

Dyer, who is im-
I hear from Percy
and several moie of

old pals, I ikink of them contin-

vally in Flandérs, Having had the
experience I know what. they are up
against ; «specially this time of the
year, standing to from 4. p, m. until

m. 15 hoars in mud and water.

a dirty dugour for
out of the sound
The company we
i8 not of the best
9Aa. m. the Tom.
seen murdering (bugs )
as large as a cat but a
Size and at every apparition rein.
“Ients are to be sure coming up

ik  they are the only f[riend the
e left. I wish you could
1Z¢ how eagerly the soldiers ar the

ursting shells,

front lovk for mail from home, Home
18 never out of their minds
ler will do anything if he has
from hume 1n his pocket,
to make a new man of him

A sold.
a letter
It seems

[You)

If it is only a
it will be more
hink, A letter

W Some one Lthere

In his pocket a letter
her received the day Betore We
soldier and letter together,
could only picture to you the

| *cenes in Flanders after one ol 1hose

| OpPpressive air raids when those who

|are left,
fallen bleeding, battered and

| it w

| lo write a mnote

' hav

with then chumws, who have
dving
ry to urge you
occasionally, We

ould not be necessa

h:+d several ai

| lately
|at might  No light to be S€ n, win-
‘dows  ~]] darkened We have hed

several narrow escs pes

; Mer
( Yea

|

2. The United States declared war |

agninst Germany
meeting of Congress,

{=rl
=

U-boat,

man ships in the various harbors
of the eountry,

9. The Canadians captured Vimy
Ridge, with 11.000 prisoners
and 100 guns, This was one of
the most glorious pages In the
history of the Canadian army,

10.
tempt to upset the new Russian

Government and establish a sep-

arate peace with Germany,

Brazil severed diplomatic rela-

tions with the Central Powers,

Britizsh troops captured Monchy.

It was deecided that an Allled

council would meet gt Washing-

11.

ton, with Mr. Balfour represent- ;

ing England, and Viviani and

CGieneral Jolfre representing
France,
i6. The Dominjon

placed wheat on the list of free
Lmportations.

IFrench eaptured Auberne.
Germans burned g number of
Roumanian towns,
Freneh won a battle
Champagne,.

= =

in the

o B ]
at Halilax on hisg wiy to Wash-
ingion,

25. A flight oceurred in the English
channe], The sailors on the
British warship boarded the Ger-
man vessel and fought its de-
[2nders bhand to hand. It was
one of the most picturesque jio-
cidents of tha war,

<3, The Canadians capturef Arleu:'
from the Germans,

30. The Germans were pushed back

in the Champagne

Nivelle’s troops.
ﬁl-'llrt

Carranza took oath of olllce as

by General

the first constilutional president |

of Mexico,

The Canadians eaptured Fresnoy,
4. Village of Craonne was taken by
tue French, who dislodged the
enemy from their last position
on Ladies' Walk.

Bishop Mills of the Angliecan
Docese of Ontario died at King-
ston.

Venezilist Greeks
the Bulgarians,
The National Coalition Ministry
was returncd to power in Ause
tralia with majorities in both the
House of Representatives and
the Senate.

. General Ruszky was removed
from the command of the Rus-
sian troops,

Geaeral Vivianl was received at
Ottawa by a joint session of the
House of Commons and the
Senate,

Premler Borden reachead Quebee
on his way back from the lm-
perial Conference.

British oeccupy all of Roeux,
German Chancellor refused to
discuss the peace terms of the
Teutonic powers, .

General Petain was appointed
commander - in - chief of the
French armies in place of Gen-
eral Nivelle,

Hon. Joseph Choate, formerly
United States Ambassador to
Great Britain, died in New York,
British Prime Minister made a
Buggestion regarding Irish
ilome Rule to the leaders of the
Liso parties. This was the first

3

clashed with

14,

15.

16.

at a special |
A Brazilian ship was sunk by a |

» The United States selzed 91 Ger- |

abor deputies failed in an at- | : !
S - Y8 retarning op W
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| Where she is em

Thanking you again for your ma
| kindnes

New Year holidwy with
io Chetham,

ny
8¢8. und wishing you all a
Ty Xmas and pros; erous New
r as conditions will permit I am
Yours truly,

Pte C. 8§ Legge

MAPLE ROAD

rand Mrs V. Alles are spending
their sister

iss Bealah Bilon i8 e
holiday time

me over
trom Kuchener,
ploved in a raobber

| IEL’.[*II }'-
1s8¢8 Georgina and Bessie Alles |

| M

WE'IF hll‘mP “'l In Tﬂllﬂlll iVier Uh'iﬂ[. | ¥
ednesday slier- | Sister here.

| 1M

M

rom Pitrgburgh,

|.'HIH
M

| HiC
wed
!

| L,

| M

visiting her over the
Minto

| lutely
'make their h me in

Hon, Arthur J, Balfour arrived Geo Alles for »

| 8i

jthe people of Maple Rord 10 Mr.

'Mrs

Misses Flossia and

r. J Polloek, wife and dang hter
are visiting Mr and
Ab-rdein.

rs. Wm. Merchan
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r. Rob 8im and family, who have
retarred from the Wese to

few days Inst week
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' their hoar of sorrcw by the desth of
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29,

may also
peacela

24, T

happy New Year toali ard hope
rove 1o he a proeperons
one ere it ¢l ses

e e

of a serfes of moves In connop-
tion with this troubled question
that finally led to the meeting
of the Irish Convention, which
may be remembered gas one of
the most important evenis of the
Year if it finds a peacefyl colu-
tion for the old problem.

The British announced that all
German colonies are to be re-
tained after the war,

The Italians captured Duino
from the Austriang,

General Haig's troops completad
the capture of Bullecourt,

Sir Robert Borden announced in
the House of Commons that he
intended to conscript the man-
power of Canada,

President Wilson announced
that an expeditionary force of
28,000 men would B0 to France
at once under the command of
General Pershing, The Presi-
dent also declined to aunthorize
Colonel Roosevelt's volunteer
army,

Herbert C. Hoover was appointed
food administrator of the United
States,

Brazil decided to enter
against Germany, :
he Italians smashed the Aus-
trian lines in the Carso,

Hon. A. J. Balfoue said farewell
to the United Stateg,

on. A. J. Balfour arrived in
Canada,

Premler Borden conferred with
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and made
an effort to or a pational
Eovernment in Canada.

(Centirued veat weck,)

the war

I8 visiing his

Zuest at Mr Ed. Haas’

Toronto for New Years.
visiting at
awanda for the bolidays,
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Visitiog at Mr J A Ferguason's.
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the
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winter,
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h

ted 1heir davghter, Mrs Fiddler in
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the past week ip
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Everybody had a good time.
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Mr jobn Dixon is
in bealth at present.

Miss Adeline Haas of Toronto is a

much improved -

Miss Elizabeth Brown is home from

Miss Minnie Roeks of Toronto is
Wm Nelson's.

Miss Mona Rice is home

from Ton-

Smith of Sask. 1s visit.
Mrs T. J. Reid.

Miss Mae Gregor of Mt. Forest is

Mr. Walter

Mrs James Warling of Toronto is

Mr Earl Dingwall is visiting for
New Year with friends in Proton_

Messrs Melville and Merton Reid
o spend the

and children

‘Mr and Mrs. Btephen Seaman visi-

Mr Harold Morrison of Shelbarne,
Rrandmother, Mrs.
Walter Morrison.

Miss Reta Roberts Spent a few days
Da: ham, the guest |
Mr Will Orehsrd took a load of

evening.

the West is
Jobn Mansry and |

Mr Geo Manary from

Miss L. Morrison and Mr Harold
Morrison visited the lormer’s sister, |

rraidsin England | Wednesduy from Toronto sfter visi
It is funny to beaon the stree's | ting their da oghter,

Mis Jno Manary. |
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wutch night serviee 1
‘erian charchon New Years' Eve,
I1‘m=-. service was greatly enjoyed by
those present.
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leetion of the latest books parchsged.
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The tormer Lrastees, M:-sar:;
vherts and Irwin, were'

Rev Mr Seott conducted a Uninn

In the Preshy.

The B ok committee of the Pablic |

are alrexdy op the |

Rev, and Mrs. Winfield Hant and

Satarday

Head.

on Mondsy wag
Two new names
nnes were num-}
viz, David Lawrepce ard
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