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Literally True That the Entire Population Has Long Since Been
4/nable to Eat Its Fill.

A despatch from London says: The more than six months longer. The
Daily Telegraph publishes the follow- 'fhﬂ!"l'-‘lﬂ of food is more serious than

ing from its Paris correspondent: |
have had private information indirect-

encouraging. A friend of mine, head
of an important Paris business firm,
has a partner who is Swiss,
ter has just visited Germany and re-
turned to Paris.
business man, - and
that Germany can scarcely hold out

ly from Germany which is decidedly | fij.

it has ever been, he said.

It is liter-
ally true that the entire population
 has long since been unable to eat its
He himself saw many persons in
| various German towns actually fall
down in the street exhausted by hun-
The iat- ger, and in one case at least a man

dropped dead from starvation in the

BRITISH ARMY
FLOUTS PEACE

Army Has Absolute Confidence
in Early Defeat of Cen-
tral Powers.

A despatech from the British Front
gays:—"“Never has the British army
been so prepared to fight; why should
we talk of peace?

“You can safely give that as the
British army’s answer to all peace
talk,” declared a staff general on Wed-
nesday in response to the question of
what he and his men thought of
President Wilson's note,

The note was variously commented
upon Ly the fighting men. 'The feel-
ing was that strong  influences had
succeeded in including him to believe
this was an opportune moment to act,
Such action was regarded as smooth-
ing Germanyg's road and enabling her
to take the second step in her peace
plot.

Sentiment at the front is uncondi-
tionally against peace now. Every
Indication points to much worse condi-
tions in Germany than the world even
sspects; on the other hand, the alliea
are daily better situated to wWage a
suceessful offensive,

The Britizsh, whe are little given to
uemonstrativeness, are unanimous in
their expression of abzolute confidence
of the ¢ Taparatively early defeat of
the Central Powers under pressure of
the allies' gathering strength

-|b -
WILSON'S PEACE MOVE
FALLS TO GROUND

-

«aft Statement of Tas.a- Lo
.S Alene Can Prevent
Collapse

Frenk o

A despatch from Washington =

_ ays:
Unlesa Germany mal 1
€53 Lermany mg

(25 known hep
peace terms to the United States it ig
unlikely that anv result will follow
t.lu- President s me=sage to the bel.
ligerents. The failure of H--,-m:my
0 meet the issue in its reply to the
President has afford. d the Entente an
opporiunity of which, in an probakil-
'y, full advantage wijl be taken. Tha

Entente will state their peace torms
HOt oniy in reply to the original Ger-
man peace overture, but alsg in reply

to President Wilann

It is possible that Germany nmay
communicate her terms -"--J]ﬁqlt:ntj.].'f:,*
0 the United States thus .'Ifrﬁ:"i!rlﬂ
the President an Opportunity to agk
the allies for a conlidential .ﬁh'.'ih'ﬂlt'.ﬂt
.'.‘.' ng the ‘ame lines. It is possible
that some progress might be made in
this wavy, Lt unless all th
tioin |1:_;.'- mats are mistake; there 15
no chance for the twea séts of belli-
Foerents

EI'" ..I"-"I:.HH-

L"T""f!r"_;_'_' on :l..’:n"l_- now,
. — -
19,000 AMERICANS

g IN THE BRITISH Arwy

A despatch from London says -

o H. Rider Haggard in a Intter to the

Times quotes

an American COrrespon-

dent, as writing: “In your next b ok
why not let us have s mething abogt
the tho mis of A\mericans who Rave

;:"r!'lﬂ" 'r“l

A strange land and given their
lives for liberty and humanity, putting
these above overything else in the
world 7" Sir Rider Haggard con-
tinues: “My public work and other
rr::~:1n.~ prevent my acting on the sug-
gestion, but there are qualified writ.
ers to whom the letter m 'V appeal at
least T hope There are said to
be ahour 40,000 Americans in the Brit-
ish army, including thoee in the Can.
adian division.

Decreased Wheat Yield of
25 Per Cent.

A despatch from Rome says:—The
International Institute of Agriculture; _Toronto, Jan. £.— Manitoba Wheat—
harvest estimates continue to indicate
It is now
able for the first time, through new
remorts just received, to forecast the
wheat production of Argentina. The!
Argentine wheat crop is estimated at |
70,000,000 bushels, one-half that of

the poor world crops.

1915.

He is a level-headed ' road before hiz eves. Such a sight is
says positively apparently now not uncommeon in
' Germany.

PCOR WORLD CROP
FOR THE PAST YEAR

18 Important Countries Show

Australia’s wheat crop is estimated

at 135,000,000 bushels, which # four
per cent. better than the yearly aver-

age.

For the world’s cighteen most im-!
portant countries, ineluding the United

States, Canada, British India, Japan

and all Europe the estimated tota

wheat erop is placed by the institute

at 2,000,000,000 bushels, which iz 25

per cent, less than for 1915.
—— Y W

MAN-POWER INVENTORY
PRODUCING RESULTS

—

A despatch from Ottawa says: The
man-power inventory being made by
the Nationa! Service Board is already

producing results, The

cards sent

out by the board are coming back fll-

ed in with the information asked for

Flve thousand are in alr ady well in
| advance of the time when it was ex-

i pected the first returns

maie.

would be
There are indications that the

information asked for by the board

will be readily and jmickly forth-
COMINg.
S
IMMENSE INCREASE
IN NATIONAL DERT

———

-

A despateh from London says: The

interest on debt created under the

war loans of 1914-15 amounted during

the financial vear ended
last to £38,445,856,

white paper issued o
total capital of the

Friday. The
national

which on March 81, 1915, was £1,104,-
J61,076, had increased by March 31,
1916, to £2,133,147,644. the statement

.-']]rr.t‘ 3,
———y T

CONSTANTINE'S ARMY

BEING DEMOBILIZED.

—

— i

i 450

'uge, selects, 42 to 48¢. ne w-laid, in car- |

I 2640t

March 31|
according to a

debt, !

|

1
A despatch from London says: The

Foreign Office has

received

advicos

that the Greek Government is CAITY-
ing out its promise to demobilize the
Greek army. The work is procoeding

atiefactorily, the advices indicate.

exports supply commanded last vear,

el
Trench Chicken Soup.

The English soldier
trenches in
hangs heavily on their hands, and tr

various

boys in the
France find that time

: Y. $1.75 to $2.20.
ices to amuse themselves, |

Several trench magazines have been!

published,
fi";‘l one of them—R. M. Growler—in
an knghsh paver:

“Take a piece of white paper and

This recipe was copied

a lead pencil, and draw from memory

the outline of a hen.

remove the feathers,
lon of boiling water into a sacepan
and sprinkle a pinch of salt on the
hen's tail.
the soup has a blonde appearance, stir
it with a lead pencil, which wil] make
it more of a brunette. Let it boil twao
hours. Then coax the hen away from
the saucepan and serve the soup hot."”

Fhen carefully

OVER $150,000.000 DANACE

OCCAS

IOKED IN OIL FIELDS

British Military Mission to Rumania Rendered Stock and Prop-
erty Utterly Useless to Germans.

—_ o e —

despatch from London BAYS 1—
Speaking on Friday at a meeting of |
the Rumanian Censolidated Oil Fields, |
William W. Rutherford, member of
Parliament from the West Derby
Division of Liverpool, said that prnb-l
ably the value of the oil fields destroy-
ed by the allies in the Rumanian re-'
trent amounted to £30,000,000. It was
& wholesale destruction, he remarked,
carried on by a British military m:is-;
lon acting under the instruction of

headquarters. This work, he added,
rendered the property and the stock
utterly useless to the foe. The oil
wells of German companies met a
similar fate, he said,

The Volks Zeitung of Cnlngde re-
produces the narrative of an officer
of the German geperal staff in re-
gard to the Rumanian campaign, in
which it is said the destruction
wrought in the Rumanian oil fields was
“terrible,” surpassing everything of
the kind during the war.

Pour one gal-

Now let it simmer. If
|
|

| to §6.50. do., medium, $5.75 to %6 stock- |
|H-..".':: milkers, cholce, each 270 to £100:

{do, common and medium, each, 340 to
| #6600 springera, $30 (o $100; light ewes

II_]",,'_[ Mo, 1 fes i1, i.!h‘. I:]ll’lt""---.‘"‘;ﬂ, :'1' I Tl

{ 184 per lb.: clear bellies, 18 i 1550,
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S Where North Sea Heroes Regain Lost Vigor,
: This is an exteriﬁur view uf_ Dungavel, the beautiful mountain residence of the Duke of Hamilton, which the
Wner has converted into a hospital for naval officers and men recovering from their wounds. It accommodates

ten officers and ninety men. The hospital stands 800 feot up in the Ayrshire hills and is an ideal -
| convalescent home,

A - -+ —
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Markels of the World 1,000,
. HALF OF THEM IN THE CAUCASU

No. 1 Northern, $201; No, 2, do., $1.98;
No. 3, do, $1.93: No. 4 wheat, $1.814,
track, Bay ports. 0ld crop ltrading 4c
ahove pnew eron.

Manitoba Ontg — No. 2 C. W., 60jc,
track Bay ports,

Amerlean corn—No, 3 yvellow, no sell-
€rs owing to embargo,

Ontario oats—No, 2 white, 62 to Gde,
nominal; No. 3, do.. €1 to Gie, nominal,
o f,,fLrﬂ:';'ffﬂL““.“ﬁif'E"i_.,,-iml,,.. per | A despatch from London says: In|3 in Mesopotamia, 3 in Persia, 2 each
;sll."_évt. Il.f:.-';l to n.i;;:; Im;l 3 do., .!l}-ﬂa to | the coursge of an article on operations |in the Dardanelles, Constantinople, in
| L0, accordine to fre Ents outslie, 1 ' iy » £ H

Peas— No. 3, $2.40, necording i Tosights | i the East, the Times' military cor-| Smyrna, Silesia, and on th_e Struma
n'-lll!"julu-.  respondent says: front. The general sitvation seems

farley — Malting, $1.18 to $1.18, ac- | “Out of 50 to 55 Turkish divisions that half the Turkich army is engaged

| cording to freights eutside. S D 2 3 . : i
Fl'ﬂf'kw?wuy ~ §1.20,  according to Still in the fieid there will be, begin- in the Caucasusz and Armenian thea-
“f:ﬁ'-!:-lfﬁft"fi'mir 32 to $1.33, according ¥ December 23, about 25 on the tres, and the rest seattered nowhere

to I'n;-!fht.-a outeide, Cauvecasus front, 5to 7 in Arabia, 50r6 in great strength. Only two divisions
t

The Remainder are Scattered Nowhere in Great Force, With
60,000 on Tigris,

S —Srr———

—

Manitoba flour—First patents, in jute ;o Austria and Dobrudja, 5 in Syria, are engaged south of Smyrna.
Untarle flour — Winter, aceording to
ton, 342, shorts, do., $37: good Teed Nour,
= do., $9 to §11. track, Toronto,
Czar Says to End War Would Important Rumanian Town Has

bags, $9.40; 2nd do., $3.90; strong bak-
era’, do,, F5.50, Toronto, - —_— e s
=ample, $6.80 to £6.90, in bags, track To- [ I
ronto, prompt ghipment ; !
| Alillfeed—Cur lots — Deallvered Mont- r‘
real frelghts, bags Included, bran, per I
per bag, $2.70 10 $2.80. | 5_DAY BA'ITLE
IIH_\'—."‘:H 1. per ton, $13 to #13.50: MNo.
Straw-—Car lots, per ton. $9. 50 to §10, SR B >
truck Toronto.
Fallen to the Invaders.
A despatch from London says: The

Conniry ‘lmdné—-—ﬁhulaut-.

Butier—<Freash dairy, cholea, 41 to 43¢
vreamery prints, 46 to 48¢: solids, 44 to |

| Mean Failure to Secure
Objects Sought.

i
Eggs—No, 1 storage. 10 to 41c: glor- |

tons, 65 to T0e; aut of eartons. 60 to G2c
Chesse—Large, 25} to 26e: twins, 28
triplets, 264 to 26%c.

2 tripl o Bk SRR In the course of an order issued to all mania's oil and grain centre, on the
Ave ) Fy—Lhickans: Wl 0 g

fowl, 14 to 16¢ the units of the Russian army, the Danube. Having taken Filipechti, 30
Dressed poultry-—Chlckens. 21 to 22¢: Emperor, in a brief review showing miles to the south-west, Field Marshal
|:~'-'-:'-F"I11nla:f.li;nI;1'-'.1':.‘1.:':37“}-3:;cf-*:.:,”:éa TUED% how the inequalities in the technical von Mackensen’s troops have now
geese. Spring, 20 to 23¢, resources for wyrfayre as between the captured the railroad town of Rimnik
1rey J-.'.:'?."f-r'f.q"'!’!?'lf: e 10-Th IE: allies anil the tal T'owers arc be- Sarat, relatively the same distance to
. s "¥ 05 e’ o homeeskern o, Gradually refoaod, with the re- | the east, while the guns of the Do,
fine and heavy welght. per dop . §3. s.. Sult that the enery strength is appar- brudja army are still hammering the
ently waning, while that of Russia Hﬂdl Russo-Rumanians at the bridgehead

lect, $2.50 to 276 No 2. 3298 in £2 40

Pitators = Odmtmrdo. wr  bag, 2 1 = . . 5 ¥ " z :
32 Iﬁ,l ;--1.1. Ifrulru-lwiu*k Il"l_‘l;l:l:l't':. per her allies is ::mltmunll} sfowing, pro= of I“iitﬂh”h '-'-'!? the l-q_iﬁ'l- bank of the
!‘-".l::. +2.15 to %2 25, ceeds to Eﬂ.r-- 1 D“nu_.p' opposite Braila.
1.-_1[',.‘:"};;-.'_“ :".‘,'.'t':}f‘.,,' If;l.ﬂr,’;'.'{.’fff;.1';;:_.':,',‘_ her Germany is feeling that her com- Prior to the fall of Rimnik Sarat
l"l'l-"“. 84 50 : Canadlan primes, 50.00 Lo . Plf‘te dEfﬁ}Ht 13 I'IE.".I.]:', I'I.'I'Ir.i near ﬂlﬂﬂ 18 thp Teutnni“ ﬂ]“f‘ﬂ d’f‘fﬂﬂtﬂd the H‘uﬂ.
¥6: Limas, per Ib., 9§ to 10c. the hour of retribution for all her! sians on a front of 10% miles south-

SRS

Provisions—Wholesale, | wrongdoings and ' violations of the west of the town, while the Teutonic
Cured meats and lard are quoted to moral law., As in the time of her Danube army captured several forti-
tne trade by Toronto whaolesalers as fol- r-ttrunglh Ehﬂ lk‘t’!ﬂrﬁd WAT, 80 now, fied \'i”ﬂﬂ't‘ﬁ, ﬂﬂfﬂrijiﬂﬂ' to thf." H'L'l'lirl

hl:':::--i-;rll meats—Hams, medlum, 25 to feeling her weakness near, she sud- War Office, Petrograd admits that Lhe
i ;h“.,hﬂm EE‘.'.f‘",}f{'i,':tlif;':{l'kf:lll‘.I;'::k' 3¢ denly offers to enter upon peace nego- Russians and Rumanians have been
to 27¢: backs, plain, 26 to 27c- beneless, tiations before her military talent is forced to fall back north of Megura,
'—"‘l.':‘l’rfl-"l"-mr“lH__me clear bacon, 18§ to | ©Xhausted. but says elsewhere the invaders were
i i i I : hAl.thﬂ- Eﬂﬂ.lf’ time Rhf.‘ 18 1 I:_"I'fl.l'.'.l-ﬂg,:I a defeated with hE"ﬂ\’}’ casualties.
bt S il 555 A, ikt falne impression about the ”strongth | “Since Decerber” 2 saae Bertn
pound, 161 to 17c. s : of her army by '-ltlhi‘!]lﬂﬂ' }E'I' tempor- more than B,200 prisoners and 27 ma-
— | ary success over tle umanians, ine g ‘e been ecap i
e H:m"":l Hf':k_'"‘ T { who lack experience in the conduct of ;J::;:lari}:?s e R
Westors No. 5. '26kc; No. 3. 64ic; wotan  modern warfare.”
Barlev—Manitoha - O e

Mo Feed, G4dc.
;:-r-] !::ﬁr. !m:llinr:.i#l.ﬂﬂ to $§1.22. Flour ol —
50,000 ARMENTANS STARVING. | GERMANS MUST TURN IN
ALL THEIR OLD SHOES

—=XMuaunltoba spring wheat putents, firsts, |
$0.00; seconds, $9: strong baxers', $8.80: |
Winter patents, cholee, $9.25: Btralght | _

rotlers, 35,50 to §5.80; do, bags, $4.10 to | Fons & 1 |
8196 " “Rolled outs—Bblg.  $7.05; All of These Deported Now in Vicinity |

——

do., - " &
bags, 90 1bs., $3.40. Bran, $32. Shorts. | of Aleppo | And Can Only Secure Two New Pairs
$35. Middlings, $38 to $40.  Mouillie, | . During the Year 1917
lots, $i" Checcd Pineat woaorge: s5e; | A despatch from New York says:| : '
ols 3 [T oy Cr— By pr o . ':! = ,' [ | . .
| finest easterns, 24e¢, Butter—Choleest | I 1ty thousand t:ﬂpﬂl‘h!t] Armemnns. A Reuter dE“pamh from Amster-

crenmery, 43 to 433¢: seconds

ile. Eggs—Fresh, 60¢' golecied "-lli. :-r: | 559 Ht_u“’lng in the ‘L’i{‘iﬂil‘.y of .'-'111:]};]0, d~am %0 Sanden i Fhut the latest
44c; No. 1 stock, 38 to 40¢; No. 2 stock, | Asiatic Turkey, as a result of a recent Germarn papers contain the Federal
42 to ddc. Potatoes—I"er bag, car lots, temperary suspension of relief appro- Couneil’s regulations reganiin;: shoes
i !Fl'iﬂtiﬂ'nﬂp Hf'ﬂﬂl‘dinﬂ to a cahh—.marn and l."'i{lthinj.: for 1917, Thﬂ} prescribe

Winnipeg Gratn. from American Ambassador Elkus, that only two pairs of so-called “shoes
‘H‘é'ﬁﬁtt‘*;:;rtél‘;;;u.ti‘::pi:;:”i'l.?:ltl; ‘Lx:i”ﬂlt',? received through the State Depart- Eh‘* luxe” will be a-;n]_d on the turning
No. 6, $1.34: No. 6, $1,06: feed 60c. Oats | ment at Washington, and made public In of cast off, but still wearable palrs,
»No. 2 C.W., 68ic; No. 3 C.W,, 62ic: ex. ‘here on Thursday night by the Am. The utilization of cast-of clothing is te
Noo . 93c: refected, T0c; feed. T0c. 'Flax |erican Committee for Armenian and be entrusted to communities which
___I.:~:.'f_.,+r !w; b."";_*'l.'n{.l;.\_ s-::h No. 2, C.W., |Serbian relief, ‘have a monoply for the purchase of
o Dlectedle i bl - 2 S | these articles, The exchange of old
United Stater Markets, e - |fur new articles will be allowed only

Minnecapolls, an. 2.—W -] , . . ; - icke
B 1 T T G a1 |GREAT BRITISH P S
—— [ —

i8% to 8531. No. 1 Northern, .75 . 1 B ror |
I‘E ;!I‘!.T;-i:“?:u. 2 Kflrr}ar-r::,Lm-iI:IIIT1‘11 I-il‘ MEAT ]L“{"H'ihE
$1.764. Corn—No. 3 vellow, 871 to 88jc lFﬂ““--HH“‘HT;‘.ﬁE
SERIOUS FOR FOE

Unts—XNo, & white, 45§ 1o 405 I"ILH.I;PI A dEE]}ﬂtEh from “'ﬂ-“'hinﬂ"tl}ﬂ EAVE"®
I. 3
— o — I
July, §2.55).
$7.00; do., medium, 37 to $7.25; do.. com-  ports reaching the Commerce Depart. | In @ statement issued on Friday, said
cows, cholee, $7 to §7.50; do.. good, $6 95 " N | army wah extremely bad, us well as

*hanged. PBran, $24.50 to §°5 Npec = _
ImIluI:::h. Jan ':I-- l.lm-mt-rll- -T'0 u,-r;.,!:—-Thﬂ British huyernment has con-
$2.89; tracted for the entire exportable sup-| _

e A despatch from London says:—

Live Btock Markets. least three months after the close of Gen. F. B. Maurice, Chief Director of

Torento, Jan. 2. — Hutchers' eattle. |
maon, §6 to $6.50; butchers' bulls, chalce, z . - he had relable reportis indicatinge that
$7 to $7.80; do., good bulls. bo ok oD §7: ment from its agents abroad. Higher p icating tha
Victoria Crosses are cast from can- ! thf‘ situation of the civil population in
Ithu-: regard.

5..'. J."I-:li'. 'H"-.'f:ﬂthl"'l', -'i"...' K .\In!ﬁ'

| ply of New Zealand ment until at
cholce, 88 to $5.30; do.. good. $7ap e the European war, according to re- Military Operations of the W ar Office,
do., rough bulls, $4.75 to $5. butchers’ prices will be paid than the Dominions'| the problem of food for the German

ers, $5.25 to 87, cholee feodera, £6.5¢ to '
§7.20; canners and cutters, $4.25 tg ' nen taken by the British.

| medium, $9.60 to $9.90; hogs. fed and

| wntered, $12.10 to $12.20: do.., welghed

'ealves, %10

please."

to give eminent satisfaction.”

TSR YOUTHS OF 17 CALLED 0UT
T0 FIGHT IN GERMAN RANKS

Li¢tle Time Will Be Spent in Their Training, It is Announced
From Berlin.

off ears, $12.35 to $12.45: do.,, f.o.b, !
211.25.

Montreal, Jan. 2.—Choleca steers, $0:
good steers, 37 to $8.60; butchers’ bulls,
$7 to $8; butchers' cows, $5.50 to $7.60;
canners’ bulls, $£5.60;, canners’ Cows,
$5.40; grass calves, $5.7i: milk fed
lambe, .$11.75 to $13.60;
sheep $9; seleet hogs, $12.50 to $13.50,

Viewed With Pleasure,
“I fird lady customers very hard to

A special despatch to the London| amination in January.  After a short
Times from %up?;mha:en BAYS thati training those fit will be sent to the
M d ‘according to Berlin newspapers, all| front. The fact that it is expected

S S youths in Schleswig who have complet- | they will be in the fighting line within

“I can't say that.

“What line?”
“Mirrors,”

summoned to undergo physical ex- reserves the Germans are.

-E-#_.J__----—n—*‘_.q_“_ f"l'—" By, Ty R SR g e

ONTARIO ARCHIVES
TORONTO

IS EXTENDED
Haig's Troops Take Over Fur-
ther Section of the French

Line.

A despatch from London saye: The
enntlnull:;on of the British ﬂlﬂl!lliﬂ
along the Somme front is impossible
so long as the present weather lasts,
Major-General Frederick B. Maurice,
chief director of military operations
of the War Office, =0 informed the As-
sociated Press on Friday.

“I told you some Ltime ago,” he said,
“that our offensive would not cease
during the Winter, but it must be ap-
parent from the daily reports that no
real bettle bas been offered in that
sector sinee October, In the first place
we underestimated the effect of the
ghelling on the terrain. The country

e ar——

'net of the Teutonic allies apparently |
A despatch from Petrograd says:'ig fast closing in upon Braila, Ru-'

though it may be

\cases of spontaneous

ed their seventeenth year have been|three months indicates how short of the

over which the advance wil! have to
'be made is thickly sprinkled with
| shell-holes filled with water. Adso,
‘never having held the same line in
‘any other Winter, we underestimated
i'tim effect of the fog in the valley of
the Somme.
[ “There have been frequefit frosts;
not severe e¢nough to harden the
'ground, but sufficient to form fogs,
making artillery observation fire prac-
tically useless, and aleo preventing the
drying of the ground.

“The French arrived at the same
- decision, and transferred their atten-
|tion to Verdun, with results which
' you know. We may be able to resume
in March, as we found the ground at
Neuve Chapelle in fairly good shape
in March, 1915, although it had been
very bad during the Winter. Unable
to continue the offen<ive for the nre-
sent, we have done the next best thing.
The taking over of a section of the
French line has kept us busy during
the past ten days. The operation has
been successful, and 1 will be glad to
tell you the exact extent of the line
taken over when I am sure the Ger-
‘mans know the point of junction.
| “In Rumania the first Rumanian
| army, which has borne the brunt of
the fighting, has been entirely with-
drawn, and is now re-forming in Mol-
davia, while itz place has been taken
by the Russians. In Dobrudia the line

has been moved back in  alignment
with the battle-front north of the
Danube. In this rerion both our al-

lies and the enemy are suffering from |

adverse weather conditions.”
S ._.1,- .

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION. |

=

Causes of Ignition of Barne Without
Contaet With Flame.

Duving the monrths of August, Sep-
tember, October and November last.
barn fires were unusually prevalent in
Ontario. There were, in the first
three months named, according to the
Provincial Fire Marshal’s records, 182
barn fires in this province, the barns,
‘with their contents, being worth ap-
proximately $425,000, and about two-
thirds covered by insurance. In three
monihs forty-four special investiza-
tions were made into the causes of
forty-four different barn fires, in-
vestigations being made only where
the causes of fire were reported to the
Fire Marshal's Department as un-
known or suspicious. In 11 cases it
was impossible to find the cause, but
of the remaining 38, 18 were asgign- |
ed to sportaneous combustion, |

Spontaneous fires, which break out'
in barns where hay is stored, are due
to fermentation. Fermentation is due
‘to the growth and rapid multiplica-
tion of bacteria which feed upon the

organic matter of the hay and rapidly

develop when moisture is present,
and the material and the enclosed ajr
are not too cold. If the process pro-
ceeds slowly the results are blackened |
and charred masses which are occa- |
sionally found im the interior of
stacks, manure heaps, ete, With the !
right degree of moisture present and
a sufficiency of air to provide the bac- |
teria with the necessary oxvgen, the
growth of the bacteria je rapid, more
and more heat is generated until, if
the hay is in a confined and poorly
ventilated space, the temperature is
reached at which the gases produced
take fire, and the stack and building
in which it is stored js burned—
weeks, or even
months hefore the firing oceurs, The
initial and essential cause of these
combustion s
the storage of the hay in a damp or
moist condition, '
The most obvioys preventive is to
be sure the hay is thoroughly cured
before storing in the barns. . Espe-
clally should care be taken with al.
falfa and with other hay conlaining a

iargo ]‘.H.-l'{'t-nlﬂ;:[' of t*lm‘Er, "= I]'H_‘.;:ﬂ'
rapidly  than

=

fement much more
timothy., A few Years ago the num.
ber of fires from sponlaneous com-
bustion in Kansas were exceptionally

large and in Every case investigated
- the hay destroVed was alf alfsa,
thorough curing is impossible, us in

When |

some wet seasons, a little salt scatter.

‘ed over the mow, or stack, every few !

loads will prevent fermentation, Ven. |
tilate the barns well,
H— .
The Drawback.

She (thinking of the wounded ) —
Poor fellows! How dreadful it must
be to be paralyzed,

He (with recollections) —Aw, yes
i‘m do have rather g bad head

y.
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|ACROSS THE BORDER

WIHAT IS GOING ON OVER IN
THE STATES.

—

Latest Happenings in Blg Rep:blie
Reacers.

An administration messure was in-

iroduced in Congress to give ultimate
conirol of all wireless stations te the

IPFederal Government, .
Americans who have investments 11:;
Mexleco sald this nation rno‘m the
greatest crisls with Carranza Govern-
ni.
m?ﬂm safely of the country depends
on the bullding of a great air Iﬂmt,
Robert B. Peary told the Hunters' Fra.
ternity of America at a seasonal din
ner.
The Severn, a three-masted s=alling
vessel, formerly the Che=zapeake, of
the 1).8. navy, has been sold by the
Naval Department for $40,00, and will
tted up for trade.
hﬁl::innfﬂ I:iig‘htlr Association have
approved a bond issue of slxty mil
lion dollars to build six thousand
miles of gocd roads, The quau}.‘lnn in
to be submitted to a vote in Novem-

, 1918.
helll‘-‘-lpt. W. 8. SBims, 1'.8.A., told the
House Committee on Naval Affairs
that the United States commerce
could be destroyed and the navy swept
from the seas without the protection
of battle cruisers.

A thief stole a tray with diamonda
from a jewellery store in Derby,
Conn., when the clerk’'s back was
turned. Although the clerk gave chase,
the thief escaped with booty valued at
£2000,

Jdoseph Fe!ldman, a shoe merchant of
New York, was followed home from
his store after closing hours, black
jacked by three highwavmen and rob-
bed of $1806 worth of jewellery and
$498 cash.

The Youngstown, Ohio, Sheet and
Tube Company have declared a stock
dividend of 100 per ecent., together
with the regular 2 per rent. quarterly
on the common stock, and 1% on the
preferred.

The United States has the right 1o
restrict the use of the Panama Canal
without reference to any foreign na-
tion, sald MajorGBneral Goethals,
speaking at a lunchieon given Ly the
Merchants' Assoclation of New York

After losing her handbag containing

jcash and securities valued at £2100 in

in an elevator car in New York City,

jand aecusing a woman in the car of
'stealing it, Mrs. Evelyu Conwayv found

thatr her bag had been found in the

car and turned Into the lost property
 oflice,

Bing Bing Prison was plunged imo
darkness by “short circuited” wires
and 1500 unguarded prisoners, instead
of attempting to escape marched 1o
their cells and closed the doors. The
fire from the electric wires was extin
guished by guards and prisoners to
gether.

Washington Foree, 19, admitted
stealing $25.000 worth of diamonds
fromy the cfMee of & steamship ecom
pany in New York, but could not dis
pose of them ag the best offer he had
for a lot worth §11,000 was fifty cents,
from the Bowery second-ligud deqlers
He then left the whole 1ot i1 a Chinese

Nlaundry and wrote the firm w here 1o

find them.

Mrs, Elmira Breckway, of Chicago
s under arrest at Loadon. England,
charged with fortune telllng, Ffforts
are belng made to obtain her pele. .
and it is sald that she went to Enz
land to ]'.II:“']I'I organize g collags 1
psychic sclence. 8he has a son at the
front with the American Red (ross,
has independent means, and owns g
theatre in Parls, It s said

'-M“a_. -
MAIL FOR THE FRONT.
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Ten Million Letters Also
cels Every Weq

Mauny Par-

It scems almost ine redi'le  that
reomething like 10,000,000 ietters and
750,000 parcels are soni every week to
British soldiers fighting in Frane

These astounding figures make anc
realize the wonderful organization
which has been set up. When you post
& letter to one of oun fuohting men it
leaves for France the following mory.
ing, and as g rule, if ke is jin hillet s,
it will reach him in threo

days, and
only a day longer

l{ I.I 3 i Wil 'I.,

trenches,

All letters, no mati. v whether thoy
come from Land’s End. John o'Grogt’s
or the wilds of Conune Mara, are first
dealt with at the home base in  Lon.
don. They are sorted Into mail-ha-
of which there is g sepurate one for
each military unit, and then thes Lre
mu{le up into mails for troops on the
various fronts, such g: France, Egy ol
Salonica, and other parts of (he world
where fighting is teking ploc.,

No fewer thar. three speciyl :
4re run every day from London for
army mails alone. Fiye million lety, :
are sent

-9
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_fl'm'h suldier - in

« before
they can be sent to their vnriuu:—eux-
wt.mnl.
omen, of course, do most of ¢}
€ nowadavs, and although th!:;
carry oat their duties in an admirable
mt.hu er it Is open to question whether
Guickest woman worker quite
COmes up to the speed atlained by cx-
perienced mgle sorters,
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